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AVILLIAM   COBBETT: 

A  BIOGRAPHY. 


CHAPTER   XIV. 

"r  xVEVER  SAT  MVSELF  DOWN  \NY\VIIERE,  WITH- 
OUT MAKING  THE  FRUITS  AND  FLOWERS 
TO  GROW." 

The  summer  of  1805  finds  Mr.  Cobbctt  again  at 
Botley  with  his  family.     A  letter  to  Wright,  dated 
5th  July,  says,  "  I  have  found  here  a  most  delight- 
ful house  and  a  more  delightful  garden."    Prepara- 
tions are  beipg  made  for  a  prolonged  stay,  and  for 
the  occasional  entertainment  of  his  correspondent : 
"  I  have  given  you  a  deal  of  trouble,  and  hope  that 
you  will  find  hereafter  some  compensation  during 
the  time  you  will  spend  at  Botley."    The  carpets  are 
to  be  taken  up  {In  Duke  Street),  and  all  the  bed- 
ding, &c.,  to  be*' removed  upstairs,  packed  in  mats 
or  something."  On  the  28th  of  July  Cobbett  writes— 

"  I  am  glad  that  you  are  like  to  dose  vour  labours  so 
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2  WILLIAM  COBBETT.  [1805-6] 

soon,  for  I  really  wish  very  much  to  see  you  here,  and 
so  do  all  the  children  and  their  mother,  all  of  whom  have 
delightful  health;  and  Mrs.  Cobbetr  is  more  attached 
to  Botley  than  I  am— one  cause  of  which  is,  she  has 
made  her  servants  humble,  and  she  bakes  good  bread. 
I  shall  have  made  it  a  delightful  place  before  you  will 
have  finijhed  your  volume."' 

There  is  a  good  deal  about  Botley  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood to  charm  the  tastes  of  men  like  Cobbett. 
A  fine  open  country,  which  was  then  to  a  great 
extent  unenclosed- it  was  a  genuine  agricultural 
and  sporting  district,  of  which  the  little  town  was 
the  centre.  It  was  quiet  enough,  not  being  on  the 
road  to  anywhere  ;  and  the  people  were  as  quiet 
as  the  village. 

" .  .  .  .  Two  doctors,  one  parson.  No  trade,  except 
that  carried  on  by  two  or  three  persons,  who  bring  coals 
from  the  Southampton  water,  and  who  send  down  timber. 
All  the  rest  are  tarmers,  farmers'  men,  millers,  millers' 
men,  millwrights,  publicans  who  sell  beer  to  the  farmers' 
men  and  the  farmers  ;  copse-cutters,  tree-strippers,  bark- 
shavers,  farmers'  wheelwrights,  farmers'  blacksmiths, 
shopkeepers,  a  schoolmistress;  and,  in  short,  nothing 
but  persons  belonging  to  agriculture,  to  which,  indeed, 
the  two  doctors  and  the  parson  belong  as  much  as  the 
rest." 


As  Cobbett  himself  described   them  a  few  years 

later.      The  creek    of    the    little    river    Hamble 
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touches  the  end  of  the  principal  street ;  and  here 
was  a  tiny  wharf,  and  a  miller's  house.  On  the  far- 
ther side  of  the  creek  stood  the  "delightful  house 
and  more  delightful  garden,"  which  promised  such 
bliss.     Here  is  one  of  the  first  resulting  joys  :— 
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"  Now,  I  am  going  to  give  >.     a  commission  that  you 
must  do  us  the  favour  to  execute  with  the  least  possible 
delay.     It  is  to  find  out  where  fishing-nets  are  sold,  and 
to  buy  us  a  net  called  a  Flue  or  Trammel  net.     It  must 
be  five  feet  deep,  and  fifteen  yards  long;  with   plenty 
of  linnet,  and   not  too  coarse.     We  have  a  river  full  of 
fish  sweeping  round  the  one  side  of  our  little  lot  of  land; 
but  for  want  of  such  a  net,  we  catch  comparatively  but 
few.     It  will  not  cost  above  three  or  four  pounds,  and 
we  shall  gain  that  in  fish  in  a  month.     But  the  salmon- 
peel  are  now  coming  up  with  the  spring  tides,  and  we 
hope  you  will  be  able  to  send  us  the  net  by  the  South- 
ampton  night  coach  of  Monday,  to  be  left  at  the  coach- 
office  till  called  for.     If  you  should  miss  that  coach  pray 
get  it  off  by  the  next  after;  for  this  is  a  subject  with 
regard  to  which  none  of  us  have  any  patience.     The  net 
is  for  jack,  trout,  and  salmon-peel,  &c." 

"  .  .  .  .  The  net  is  excellent.  Plenty  of  fish.  Nobody 
has  such  an  one  in  this  place  ! " 

" .  .  .  .  Since  last  Saturday  morning  we  have  caught 
nearly  as  many  fish  as  would  sell  in  London  for  as  much 
as  the  net  cost  you.  ^Ve  have,  indeed,  famous  sport; 
and  I  wish  to  know  if  Mr.  AVindham  be  in  town,  that 
I  may  send  him  some  of  this  excellent  fish.  When  you 
come  yourself  we  will  show  you  what  we  can  do  :  and 
i  really  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  get  here  soon.'' 
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Now,  quiet  Botley  began  to  rub  its  eyes.  Here 
was  a  new  neighbour  who  kept  the  wheels  of  h'fe 
well  greased.  Visitors  came  to  and  fro ;  and  the 
coach,  or  the  waggon,  had  more  parcels  to  carry. 
The  precious  scribblings  from  Botley  House  aug- 
mented the  weight  of  the  post-bag. 

As  autumn  drew  nigh,  the  bucolic  pulses  were 
quickened  by  the  rumoured  revival  of  English 
rustic  sports.  So,  quiet  Botley  was  awakening  into 
something  like  fame. 

One  of  Mr.  Windham's  well-known  fancies  was 
the  noble  art  of  self-defence.  Cobbett  was  entirely 
with  him  there ;  and  it  so  happened,  about  this 
time,  that  a  fatal  case  of  pugilism  had  brought  the 
matter  before  the  public.  Mr.  Cobbett  defended 
Boxing  in  the  Register,  and  resolved  to  promote 
all  kindred  manly  exercises. 

Accordingly,  a  festive  gathering  was  prepared, 
for  this  very  first  autumn.  Here  is  a  copy  of  the 
handbill : — 

"Single-Stick  Playing  at  Botley,  near  South- 
ampton. 

"On  Friday,  the  nth  of  October,  1805,  being  Old 
Michaelmas  Day,  will  be  played  in  the  village  of  Botley, 
a  grand  match  at  single-stick.  The  prizes  will  be  as 
follows  : — 

"  ist  prize,  Fifteen  guineas  and  a  gold-laced  hat. 
"  2nd    ,,      Six  guineas  and  a  silver-laced  hat. 
"3rd    „      Four  guineas. 
"  4th    „      Two  guineas. 
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"  The  terms,  as  to  playing  the  ties,  &c.,  will  be  announced 
upon  the  spot.  Those  who  have  played  for  and  lost  the 
first  prize,  will  be  allowed  to  play  for  the  second  ;  those 
who  have  lost  the  second  will  be  allowed  to  play  for  the 
third  ;  and  those  who  have  lost  the  third  will  be  allowed 
to  play  for  the  fourth.  The  playing  will  begin  at  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  morning ;  and,  if  possible,  all  the  prizes 
are  to  be  played  for  on  the  same  day.  For  any  further 
information  that  may  be  required,  application  may  be 
made,  either  in  person  or  by  letter,  to  Mr.  Richard 
Smith,  of  Botley. 

"  Gentlemen  coming  from  a  distance  will  find  excellent 
accommodation  of  every  kind  at  and  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Botley,  which  is  situated  at  only  about  five  miles 
from  Southampton,  and  at  less  than  four  miles  from 
Bishops  Waltham.  The  distance  from  London,  through 
Farnham,  Alton,  and  Bishops  Waltham,  is  a  short  day's 
journey,  being  barely  sixty-eight  miles. 

*^  Botley,  2T,rd  September,  1805." 

This  announcement,  scattered  over  Hampshire 
and  Wiltshire,  brought  a  good  company  together, 
and  was  the  precursor  of  future  successes  of  the 
same  character.  As  a  matter  of  course,  however, 
Envy  made  of  it  another  nail  for  the  coffin  of  Mr. 
Cobbett's  reputation ; — these  things  were  so  de- 
moralizing. 

The  revels  being  over,  preparations  for  extensive 
planting  were  made,  the  month  of  October  being 
largely  taken  up  with  the  transfer  of  apples,  pears, 
rose-trees,  &c.,  to  the  newly  cleared  ground.  A 
letter  of  the  4th  November  says, — 
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"  I  have  almost  got  my  trees  planted,  and  shall  have 
done  completely  in  one  week  from  this  day.  Excuse  all 
this  gardening  plague,  and  look  forward  to  the  time 
when  you  are  to  find  a  compensation  in  the  fruit." 

The  following,  dated  Botlcy,  ist  December 
1 80s,  throws  much  interesting  light  on  then  current 
prospects : — 

"  Dear  Sir,— On  the  other  side  you  will  find  letters 
for  Wilham  and  Nancy,  which  you  will  be  so  good  as 
to  cut  asunder  and  give  to  them  respectively. 

''Mrs.  Cobbettand  I  have  now  fixed  upon  our  plan 
and  scale  of  livmg,  and  we  mean  to  carry  it  into  effect 
directly     We  intend  to  live  here  from  the  istof  May 
to  the  Queen's  birthday  in  every  year ;  to  take  a  lodging 
m  town  for  the  three  winter  months  ;  to  put  three  of  the 
children  to  school  almost  immediately;  and,  of  course 
to  get  rid  of  the  house  and  furniture  in  Duke  Street  as 
soon  as  I  can  get  to  town  and  put  up  the  curtains,  so'  as 
to  make  the  house  look  neat  and  handsome.     Of  this 
you  are  to  speak  to  nobody.     I  tell  it  you  for  your  own 
information,  and  that  you  may  be  thinking  of  a  place  for 
a  store-house.     Suppose  a   winter  lodging  for   thirteen 
weeks  to  cost  us  three  guineas  a  week-that  is  40/. 
Suppose  my  coach-hire   to   cost  20I.  a  year  (ten  trips 
between  London  and  Alton)~that  makes  60/.     Suppose 
20/.  a  year  for  store-room  (it  will  not  be  above  half  that) 
-that  makes  80/.  a  year.     Very  well :  the  house-rent 
the  taxes,   the  water-duty,  and   the   interest   of  money 
upon  goods  and  wear  and  tear  of  goods  in  Duke  St-^ 
(besides  the  interest  upon  what  I  paid  for  the  lease) 
amounts  to  more  than  240/.  a  year.     The  garden-stuff 
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here  is  worth  25/.  a  year,  exclusive  of  fruit  of  all  sort?. 
The  milk  will  not  cost  us  above  a  third  part  of  what  it 
costs  in  town ;  bread  is  one-ninth  cheaper  (an  immense 
sum  in  the  year);  the  meat  about  an  eighth  cheaper. 
In  short,  I  am  fully  convinced  that  exclusive  of  the  con- 
sideration of  health,  and  taking  into  the  account  postage, 
cSic,  &c.,  attendant  upon  this  distant  situation,  that  the 
saving  would  be  at  least  300/.  a  year.  Fuel  at  Botley 
is  little  more  than  half  the  price  of  fuel  in  London.  So 
much  for  that. 

"  Now,  as  to  the  present,  ray  intention  is  to  go  to 
town  as  soon  as  this  job  shall  be  safely  over.  Then  to 
let  the  house,  and  settle  all  about  that  matter.  In  the 
meanwhile,  pray  go  on  with  your  preparations.  I  like 
the  type  very  well  indeed  ;  and,  having  now  done  with 
my  improvements  and  planting  (which  has  been  most 
fortunately  finished)  I  shall  set  myself  about  the  pro- 
spectus, and  shall,  in  short,  make  every  preparation  for 
most  strenuous  exertions.  The  post  of  to-day  is  not  yet 
come  in :  it  may  bring  me  something.  My  present 
intention  is  to/// the  next  sheet  with  an  address  to  the 
people  of  England,  calculated  to  make  a  deep  and 
lasting  impression  upon  them.  I  shall  endeavour  to 
show  them  what  has  been  the  cause  of  all  their  present 
dangers  ;  and  shall  tell  them  that,  in  a  future  sheet,  I 
will  endeavour  to  convince  them  that  such  and  such  are 
the  means  of  salvation.  The  time  is  most  favourable 
for  making  such  an  impression ;  and,  please  God,  I  will 
not  let  it  slip.  The  crisis,  which  I  have  always  foreseen, 
is  approaching,  fast  approaching ;  and  it  will  require  all 
our  vigilance  and  all  our  courage  to  save  our  country, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  maintain  the  throne  of  our 
beloved  and  gracious  old  kine:.  ,  ,  . 
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".  ...  The  post  is  come.  Thank  you  for  your 
attention.  The  Bulletins  may  be  set  up  for  another 
number;  but  I  shall,  if  I  live  and  am  well,/// the  next 
in  the  manner  I  tell  you.  Adieu.  Thank  you  very 
kmdly  for  the  hare.  Watch  the  papers  well.  Pray  take 
care  of  the  children.     Thank  you  for  William. 

"Wm.  C." 
The  newly  projected  great  work  is  "  The  Parlia- 
mentary History,"  which  is  to  contain  a  full  report 
of  all  the  recorded  proceedings,  from  the  earliest 
times  to  1803,  when  "The  Debates"  were  com- 
menced.    A  prospectus  appeared  in  the  ensuing 
February.     This  valuable  collection  was  completed 
m  sixteen  volumes,  and  has  long  since  been  an 
indispensable  adjunct  to    a    respectable    library. 
Yet  the  name  of  its  projector  has,  unaccountably, 
become  dissociated  from  it. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  these  enterprizes 
were  entailing  pecuniary  embarrassment.     The  in- 
creasing  sale   of  the    Register  was    producing  a 
splendid  income ;    but  so  much  new  printing-a 
greater  part  of  which  would  require  time  for  it  to 
fructify— along  with  the  settlement  and  extensive 
improvements   at   Botley,  could  not  but  exhaust 
Cobbett's  resources  for  the  time.     In  fact  a  pur- 
chase  of  premises  at  Droxford  (a  few  miles  from 
Botley),  about  this  time,  was  made  with  borrowed 
money.     Another  scheme,  early  in  1805,  had  been 
a  downright  failure  :  this  was  "Cobbett's  Spirit  of 


FINANCIAL  PRESSURE.  9 

the  Public  Journals  for  1804,"  being  letters,  essays, 
&c.,  taken  from  the  English,  American,  and  F'rcnch 
journals ;  a  work  of  inestimable  value  to  the 
student  of  history  and  politics,  but  unattractive  to 
the  general  reader.  The  following  extract  from 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Wright,  dated  October  i6th,  1805, 
makes  ominous  reference  to  the  money  question  : — 

".  .  .  .  I  have  this  one  caution  to  give  you,  v'lich 
I  beg  you  will  observe;  and  that  is,  never  speak  nor 
hint,  in  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Cobbett,  anything  relative 
to  my  pecuniary  concerns,  or  concerns  in  trade,  of  any 
sort  or  kind.  She  has  her  own  ideas  about  such  matters, 
which  cannot  be  altered. 

"  I  have  never  mentioned  the  Spirit  of  the  Public 
Journals  to  her  j  and  there  is  no  occasion  for  it.  She 
knows  I  have  lost  so  much  by  printing,  &c.,  that  she  is 
fearful  of  everything  of  the  kind.  I  cannot  blame  her 
anxiety ;  but  as  I  cannot  remove  it,  it  is  better  not  to 
awaken  it.  Always  reserve  these  matters  for  tete-a-tete 
opportunities. " 

And,  on  the  29th  December,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Wright,  thanking  him  for  his  editorial  labours,  and 
expressing  pleasure  at  having  been  the  means  of 
giving  him  another  lift  in  the  world,  there  is  some 
sensitiveness  upon  money-matters  : — 

"  My  wishes,  my  wants  too,  and  your  own  taste,  turn 
of  mind,  and  talents,  have  all  conspired  towards  placing 
you  beyond  the  reach  of  anxiety.  But  you  should  now 
look    further.      You    should    economize    as    much    as 
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selves."  '  '^"""  "■"■  '°>'=  "f  ll'ings  H.e.n. 

,att  ;!!"■  '"'"""■""  """"»"^  —  -  day  or  t.o 

"  Mind  ,l,e  twclfth-cake.    A  good  large  one  !  " 
The  plan  proposed,  of  spending  tl,ree  n.onths  of 
the  year  n,  London  lodgings,  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  carried  out.     During  the  spring^  806 
Cobbett  was  living  for  a  short  time  at  Parso"'' 

Green.  Ful  an,;  and  in  June  he  returned  to  Botly 
permanently,  only  going  up  to  London  uhcn  oc 
casion  needed. 

The  year  iSoC  was  pregnant  with  importanee 
coneernn,g  the  future  of  this  counto-     The  ae 
cess,on  of  "Ali  the  Talents  "to  power,  after  the" 
ntfn  ■  r'''"'  "— meneemen;;  and   h 

attelt  :  ""'  ""P"-    ^""'"^  ^b°rtive 

leo       Tr  T      *;  ■"^°^''^*^  P^^"  -'*  Napo. 

Mel'-n      ?       "  °'  '"*"■  ''""^^>'  J^^fo™.  Lord 
Me  vile  s   Impeachment,   filled  the   public   n>ind. 

Bnt  one  matter,  above  all,  which  now  came  to  the 

front :   and  which,  after  many  years  of  laggi  t 

Reirm     "  "'  ""''"^^^  "''"  "^  ^^^'^^V 

And  that  which,  at  length,  furnished  the  motive 

power  to  the  wheels  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  wl! 
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no  other  than  the  invincible  Weekly  Political 
Register  of  Mr.  William  Cobbctt.  Fitful  had 
hitherto  been  the  prof,^rcss  made.  L'ew  persons  of 
position  had  been  in  earnest  about  it.  Very  few 
had  dared  to  give  definiteness  to  their  opinions  ; 
and  the  number  of  those  who  could  be  called  advo- 
cates of  Reform,  could  be  counted  on  the  fingers. 
The  most  pronn'nent  of  these  was  Major  Cartwright* 
So,  upon  Mr.  Cobbett's  wit  and  energy  being  de- 
voted to  the  discussion  of  public  abuses,  and  the  only 
real  remedy  for  them,  he  found  himself  surrounded 
by  a  new  class  of  friends.  Cartwright,  Burdett, 
Bosvillc,  and  others,  no  longer  singly  held  their  cry, 


»  John  Cartwright  (1740— 1823)  was  the  boluost  and  the  hravcst 
champion  of  free  speech,  for  forty  years  or  more,  during  tiie  reign  of 
George  the  Third.  Indeed,  he  was  not  unjustly  styled  "  the  I'atiier 
of  Reform."  In  early  life  he  was  in  tlie  navy,  hut  left  it  after  a 
short  period  of  service,  and  became  an  officer  in  tlie  militia.  He 
pro(hiced  a  number  of  pamphlets,  advocating  all  those  ideas  of 
popular  rights  which  have  since  his  time  been  generally  accepted  in 
England,  the  first  one  being  in  support  of  American  Independence, 
published  in  1774.  J?ut  his  writings  were  heavy  in  style,  and  could 
not  live  beyontl  his  own  times  and  the  occasions  which  they  served. 

Major  Cartwright's  personal  character  was  lofty  and  amiable,  and 
Cobbctt  appears  to  have  regarded  him  with  peculiar  affecticm.  On 
one  occasion  of  the  Westminster  Anniversary  Dinner,  in  1 816,  an 
opportunity  occurred,  under  the  following  circumstances,  of  entering 
upon  a  protest,  against  the  Major  being  overlooked  among  the  new 
men  who  were  finding  it  worth  their  while  to  pin  their  faith  to  the 
cause  of  Reform  :— After  the  two  members  were  toasted,  as  usual, 
there  appeared  the  name  of  Brougham  !  Mr.  Cobbett's  wonder  at 
this  was  changed  into  indignation  upon  finding  Major  Cartwright's 
name  at  the  bottom  of  the  list ;  and  he  declared  he  would  not  sit 
any  longer  at  the  table  unless  an  alteration  was  made.  So 
Brougham's  name  was  taken  out,  ir:'  the  Major's  put  in  its  place. 
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but  rejoiced  in  their  new  exponent.     Here  was  a 
man  who  had  been  learning'  ail  his  lifetime,  and  who 
could  manfully  confess  In's  poh'tiea!  errors,  not  only 
«n  mere  -eneral  terms,  but  to  points  of  detail  --a 
man  who  had  accitnVed  the  hij;h  privile^^^e  of  being 
mahn-ncd,  misrepresented,  and  threatened  for  the 
od.ous  crime  of  speaking  the  truth  in   clear  and 
unfaltering,   although    sarcastic,   terms  ;-  .ne   "to 
uliom  the  public  eye  turned  for  light  and  informa- 
tion       1  hat  was  the  view,  at  least,  taken  by  many 
of  the  correspondents  of  the  Register.     So.  if  Mr. 
Cobbett  was  heaping  up  wrath  in  one  quarter,  his 
name   and  his   talents  were  being   recognized  in 
another.     The   people  were  looking  to  him.-not 
the    'swnnsh   multitude"  of  Mr.    Eurke.  nor  the 
ower  orders  "  of  Mr.  VVilberforce.  but  the  people 
who  pa.d  the  taxes  and  wanted  to  see  where  the 
money  went  to. 

There  was  a  Mr.  Robson,  M.P.  for  Honiton.  who 
particularly  "wanted  to  know,"  and    insisted  on 
knowMig,    the   truth  about   certain   abuses   in  the 
Jiirrack  Department.     The  truth  came  out,  with  a 
story  very  much  akin  to  a  dead-and-buried  affair 
in  wh.ch  a  former  Serjeant  to  the  54th  regiment 
was  concerned.     Mr.  Cobbett  took  it  up,  and  even 
assKsted.  by  interviews  with  the  parties  concerned 
in  helpmg  to  expose  the  matter.     The  incident  is 
chiefly   noticeable,  in   this   history,   as   being  the 
occasion,  alas!  of  a  divergence  of  sentiment  be- 
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twccn  himself  and  Windham  ;  who,  as  Secretary  at 
War,  had  not  met  Robson's  motions  for  inquiry  in 
a  spirit  according  with  the  professions  of  In's  out- 
of-ofHcc  days.  "Surely  there  is  somethin-  in  the 
air  of  the  offices  that  lowers  the  minds  of  men  f  " 
was  the  exclamation  of  Cobbett  ;  "it  was  with 
still  better  reason  than  I  thought,  that  I  recom- 
mended a  clean  sweeping  and  a  fumigation  of  the 
haunts  of  the  Pitts  and  the  Roses  I " 

At  this  juncture,  Mr.  Cavendish  Bradshaw,  the 
second  member  for   Iloniton,  accepted  an  office 
which  required   him   to  vacate   his  seat.      Upon 
seeking  re-election  he  found  an  unexpected  oi)po- 
nent  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Cobbett,  who  hastily 
issued   an   aldress  to  the    electors,    offering    his 
services,  in  the  event  of  no  ether  public-spirited 
man  coming  forward.     At  the  last  moment,  Lord 
Cochrane  appeared,  having  in  the  meantime  read 
Cobbett's    letter   to  the  electors ;    and  the  latter 
withdrew  in  Lord  Cochrane's  favour."     Mr.  Cobbett, 
however,  made  a  long  speech  at  the  hustings,  in 
temperate  but  most  eloquent  terms  ;  ridiculing  the 
claims    of   a    sinecure-placeman    upon    the    con- 

»  "When  I  went  as  a  candidate  to  Iloniton,  in  the  year  1806.  1 
began  by  posting  up  a  bill,  having  at  the  top  of  it  this  passage  of 
Scripture  'F.re  shall  consume  the  tabernacles  of  bribery.'  Mter 
Urn  I  addressed  myself  to  the  people  of  the  place,  telling  them  how 
w  ked  and  de  estable  it  was  to  take  bribes.  Most  of  the  corrupt 
vilains  laughed  m  my  face,  but  some  of  the  women  actually  cried 
ou  against  me  m  the  streets,  as  a  man  that  had  come  to  rob  them 
of  their  blessing r  ( Register,  xlviii.  500. ) 
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•stltuonc)-.     Mr.    Hraclsliaw's'  remarks  ucrc  short  • 
but  tiuy  incIiKlccl  the  instructive  infonnatio,,  that 
tlic  hist  speaker  was  a  "  convicted  h-bcl!er."     W^^ll 
the  people    of  Honiton  couldn't  afford   to  throw 

•Hway  their  tvvo.j.uineas-a. head;  so,  Mr.   Hra.lshaw 
was  re-elected. 

A  dissolution  of  parh'an.ent  was  now  imminent 
and  the  ticw  forces  promised  themselves  a  oh.rious 
tone  of  it.     The  followin-  letter,  dated  JJotley  7th 
July,  points  to  the  increasi,i^,r  prominence  of'  Mr 
Cobbett  s  share  in  the  campaign  ;— 

".  .  .  As  to  Mr.  Rchson's  re-election,  I  verily  bdicve 
he  would  carry  ,t  for  Westminster;  and  I  wot.ld  go  up 
;"^'l  ^^'^l  ':■■"  wuh  all  my  mi.ht  if  he  would  stand  upon 
n  Pnnc,  e.  He  would  surely  carry  it.  I..  ...  k Lw 
when  the  d.ssolut.on  .s  to  take  place.  (live  me,  in  your 
ne.vt  letter,  the  very  best  intelligence  you  can  get  uZ 

'-subject,  for  I   must  begin  without  loss  of\im^^^^ 
.Kldiess  the  electors  all  over  the  kingdom 

"  JVtween  you  and  me,  my  opinion  is,  that  /  should 
mt  amefonoard  mm,  unless  some  body  of  ..leciors  were 
'^^"^J^^^^^    Most  men   like   me   havo  been 
♦  The  following  advertisement,  to  the  Electcs  --f  X^cT,,,,-.,'; 

•  ^a  g  „ow  been  i„rornK,l  llK,,,  i,,  c„„,„,„e„„  ,( ,|,nr,,,™  ™ 
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ruined  in  reputation  by  their  h.ste  to  get  forwar.l.     If 
the  great  object,  which   I  have  at  heart  couM  he  a  • 
co.n,   .shed    wahout  my  hcing  in  p.Wian.ent.   I  ,sho.  1  I 
greatly  p,vf.r  .t      1  should  f.rst  atten.l  to  n,yo  vn  fan. 

I:unpcrf;:ctlysuKereinaihnypubIicpron.slns.     i    ^ 
hnch  n-on.  not   ing  that  n.ay  ten.l  to  effect  the  gl 
purpose  of  savnig  the  cotmtry,  which  is  now,  every  ,hv 

y'.  tuday      I   highly  ,,,,,,rove  of  his  activity  and  /cnl  ■ 
but  h^.s,  heo^sured,  too  fond  of  the  Bond  Street  sel' 

llmt  expectation;  thus  MitimtauThink  it  „,„  ,|uty  /!rr  ..,  V  •„ 
''>  'I'-^la.c  that,  fur  the  present,  I  rHinnuish  t    .  h  '^  ^'^   ^ 

'ne,  an.l  for  this  sole  reis,n  .1  ,.  ,  .,'"?""''  ""-'  'i'""""-  intended 
to  impos..iMe  for  mc  to  "^  e!  '"  -'"  n'"'  '  '"''  "  '"'"''  '^  "-' 
<'isc..ar,e  of  the  .^.^t  di^::  wl^T ^y^  ^i;;',::^'-'-'!  -"  "^ 
sar  ly  i)e  imnoscd  •  in,I    r..,..  //     .      ' '"""^  HUlfiayes,  would  neces- 

ti>c  shame,  h  le:,;  :,;  t; " """ '""  '^^""•^' ""-'  -'--^y. 

'a'luies  of  laq«ies,-anU  suffe    fl  ,  '''  "'^  '"'-■"'•'»''^'  t''^' 

-lightened  ad  ^u^Z^M       v  'r'w"'   ""^  '"'"'^•^'""^'   "'^ 

^i^ered  as  the  evei-inn;:!:^ p^,;;^  E^:"::;^^;."'^?  ^""■ 

handed  tcand-fro  like  a  family  ho.uuL^    '  '"",7^  '*'"«''-^"''.  t"  1«. 
you  will,  with  indignation    re  ent     ?      •  ^"f'^'^^'^y  "■"^''"g  that 

then.n.ofy,.urci;;:;:r;,:;s.^^^^^ 

;a.s  the  jaudy  ,ivi;r:f  ;xs^  ^  ;r  tr  r'vr^  r 

ti-usting  that,  when  the  n„o..r,r.,.  ;    /•     y      ^  ^  '   confident  y 

pend  nil  animosity;:  ai:,'  S  f  ::dir  ^h'''^  ^""  "'*"  ^"^ 
and  unanimity  that  shall  at  on^  a^^,  t  evlr  'att'tTT  "'"7^'^ 
those  who  would  make  you  the  instrumonfJ  r  '"'''"'  °^''^" 

t!H.s  trusting,  and  xvith.  mind  n  ,  r  '  ^°"''  '°""''">'''^  """  ' 
which  .anylf  you  ha  e  taT  n  „c  ifnTo'?'''-'  '^'^  '''  ^^^>'-'^ 
-I  remain.  &c.,  Wu.UAM  001.^'""  ^P'"'  '°^"'^-^  '"^''^^'f' 

Oddly  enough,  this  advertisement  precedes  n  »,;  n      ,     • 
graph  on  "  this  low-bred  man  "    Thl  /'  ^  ^  ''""^'^=  P'-^^^" 

lower  orders.  ^he /W  was  a  goo<.       ter  of  the 
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has  too  great  a  desire  to  live  amongst  the  great,  to  aim  at 
the  only  objects  that  can  save  the  throne  and  the  liberties 
of  the  people. 

"P.S. — We  have  at  last  got  some  rain,  which  was 
wanted  to  prevent  my  trees  from  being  totally  burnt  up." 

And,  on  the  17th  : — 

"...  I  hope  Mr.  Robson  will  come  down  here  this 
summer,  and  he  and  I  will  then  settle  upon  a  general 
scheme  for  an  examination  into  the  public  expenditure. 
We  will  leave  no  branch  untouched.  Pray  give  my  best 
respects  to  him,  and  tell  him  to  take  care  of  his  health. 
Tell  him  that  if  he  intends  to  stand  for  Honiton,  he  shall 
have  my  aid  in  preference  to  all  other  men  upon  earth 
and  my  aid  is  something,  after  all.  I  think  him  the  most 
valuable  man  in  parliament,  and  I  hold  it  my  duty  to 
assist  him  in  all  his  endeavours." 

The  following  extracts  from  letters  of  July — 
October,  will  illustrate  several  incidents  and 
opinions  : — 

"...  You  opened  my  nephew's  letter,  which  I  have 
before  told  you  I  have  an  objection  to.  This  is  what 
you  would  not  like  \  and,  in  short,  it  is  what  I  must  say 
that  I  cannot  permit.  .  .  .  You  opened  a  letter  from 
Mrs.  Cobbett's  brother  to  her  ;  and  I  did  hope  that  my 
remark  at  the  time  would  save  me  the  pain  of  making  a 
direct  injunction  like  this.  I  am  in  no  anger,  and  I  wish 
to  have  no  answer.  The  thing  is  now  gone  from  my 
mind,  and  there,  I  hope,  it  never  will  return." 

"...  I  greatly  approve  of  what  you  are  about  to  do 
with  respect  to   Mr.  Finnerty,  to  whom  I  beg  you  to 


[r8os-6] 

',  to  aim  at 
le  liberties 

vhich   was 
burnt  up." 


here  this 
a  general 
penditure. 
e  my  best 
his  health, 
in,  he  shall 
ipon  earth 
■n  the  most 
ly  duty  to 

)f  July- 
:nts    and 


ich  I  have 
is  is  what 

must  say 
etter  from 
e  that  my 
making  a 
md  I  wish 

from  my 

Dout  to  do 
;g  you   to 


WESTMINSTER  POLITICS. 


17 


present  my  best  respects.  As  to  Westminster,  I  hope 
Fox  will  live  long  yet ;  for  I  am  always  afraid,  that  if  he 
were  dead,  tyranny,  sheer  unmixed  tyranny,  would  be  let 
loose  upon  the  land.  I  am  in  no  haste  to  become  any- 
thing but  what  I  am  ;  and  never  will  I  be  anything  else 
by  the  usual  base  means  resorted  to  by  candidates.  The 
time  must  come,  when  either  such  principles  as  mine  will 
prevail,  or  whfen  no  principles  at  all  will  be  of  any  use." 

"...  Last  Friday,  I  caught  a  very  bad  cold  indeed, 
a-fishing,  which  I  have  not  yet  got  rid  of,  though  I  rode 
ten  miles  this  morning,  .  .  . 

"  Lauderdale  is  off,  I  hear,  but  I  do  not  believe  there 
will  be  any  peace.  It  is  not  the  least  consequence,  how- 
ever, to  anybody.  Our  affairs  in  this  country  will  march 
on  steadily  towards  the  great  point  at  which,  sooner  or 
later,  they  must  arrive. 

"I  want  to  know,  by  return  of  post,  whether  Mr. 
Robson  intends  to  stand  for  Honiton ;  for  if  he  does 
not,  another  person  has  asked  me  to  write  thither  in  his 
favour.  This  is  of  great  importance;  for,  I  have  told 
the  person  that  I  will  so  write,  if  Mr.  Robson  does  not 
stand ;  but,  if  he  does,  I  am  decidedly  for  him  in  pre- 
ference to  any  other  man.  Pray  get  me  the  necessary 
information  upon  this  head. 

"  Lord  and  Lady  H.  Stuart  come  here  to-morrow ; 
Mr.  Paull  will  come  on  Friday  and  stay  till  Sunday  most 
likely;  and  on  Sunday  comes  another  person  for  two 
days;  so  that  you  had  better  come  on  the  12th  or  13th 
[August]  instant ;  for  we  shall  have  no  leisure  at  all  if 
anybody  is  here.  .  .  .  Your  pain  in  your  side  should 
be  taken  care  of  I  am  sure  country  exercise  is  the 
thing.  I  speak  from  experience.  A  jolting  upon  the 
coach-box  is  excellent," 
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"...  I  am  particularly  interested  by  what  you  say 
about  Mr.  Robson's  views  with  regard  to  the  next 
parliament ;  and  I  think  with  you,  that  for  him  to  be 
safely  returned  is  an  object  of  the  very  first  consequence. 
.  .  .  But,  proportioned  to  my  anxiety  for  his  election,  is 
my  hope  that  what  I  have  heard  suggested  is  not  true, 
viz.,  that  he  has  an  understanding  with  Bradshaw.  That 
were  disgrace,  indeed !  Disgraceful  in  all  manner  of 
ways  ;  for  how  could  he  raise  his  voice  against  pensions 
and  sinecures,  after  having  acted  in  conjunction  with  a 
sinecure-placeman  ?  This  would  be  so  shamefully  bad, 
that  I  cannot  think  of  it  without  shuddering.  Surely 
Lord  Cochrane  and  he  could  carry  it  for  Honiton  :  ^  but 
then,  Mr.  Robson  must,  and  without  loss  of  time,  make 
his  declaration  both  to  the  borough  and  to  Lord  Coch- 
rane, or  else,  he  may  depend  that  the  whole  force  of  the 
Cochranes  will  be  brought  to  bear  against  him." 

"...  I  have  put  off  what  I  intended  to  write  until 
to-morrow.  To  this  I  have  been  moved,  in  part  by  a 
desire  to  see  the  Morning  Post  before  I  begin ;  but,  in 
truth,  much  more  by  a  desire  to  go  and  see  a  new 
pointer  of  Farmer  Hoad's  hunt.  This,  viewed  in  the 
abstract,  is  very  bad  ;  but,  when  it  is  considered  that  this 
exercise  gives  me  health  and  nerves,  and  that  these 
produce  Registers,  the  time  is  not  thrown  away.  ..." 

"...  The  Morning  Post  man  labours  hard."     But  it 


*  In  the  end,  Bradshaw  and  Cochrane  were  elected,  and  Mr. 
Robson  found  a  seat  as  representative  for  Oakhampton. 

'  This  is  with  reference  to  a  glorious  newspaper  squabble, 
especially  entertaining  on  account  alike  of  the  circumstances  which 
aroused  it  and  of  the  combatants  engaged.  The  first  attempt  to 
defame  the  Princess  of  Wales  had  just  been  made,  and  the  Morning 
Post  took  up  the  illustrious  lady  and  the  "  infamous  calumny  "  into 
its  protecting  bienst.      The  fulsome  style,  and  the  dark  insinuations 
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will  nought  avail  him.  He  must  give  us  a  good  reason 
w/iy  the  Princess  does  not  publish  the  report  and 
evidence,  or  he  had  better  hold  his  tongue. 

"  I  had  forgotten  the  Hats.     Get  them  from  the  same 
man  : — 
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And  one  silver-laced,  the  same  words,  only  10  guineas 


conveyed,  aroused  Mr.   Cobbett,   and   he,   while  asserting  his  in- 
difference to  the  question  until  there  was  really  some  charge,  on  one 
side  or  the  other,  upon  which  to  comment,  wanted  to  know  what 
the  Post  meant  by  stating  that  the  Princess  had  been  guilty  of  no 
IcX'ific-s,  hut  such  as  no  -lOoman  in  the  land  ivas  free  from.     Ever  the 
champion  of  the  sex,  he  begged  for  an  explanation.     Week  after 
week  the  question  was  put,  and  reiterated  with  new  zest.     There 
was  no  answer ;  but  only  column  after  column  of  abuse  upon  the 
head  of  the  "gross  and  abominaole  writer,"  "this  low-bred  man," 
this   "modern  Jack   Cade,"   tS:c.     "This    gross   and   abominable 
writer  is  exposed  to  the  merited  detestation  of  all  classes,  especially 
the  more  elevated,  whom  this  writer  has,  in  his  revolutionary  cant, 
described  as  the  well-dressed  rabble  of  tlie  readers  of  the  Morning 
Post.      IFe  hope  the  Attorncy-Grneral  loill  look  to  this.''^     A  very  silly 
and  abusive  pamphlet    followed,    under    the   wing  of  the  Post  : 
"Strictures   on   Cobbett's  Unmanly  01)servations   relative   to   the 
Delicate  Investigation  ;  and  a  Reply  to  the  Answer  to  an  Admoni- 
tory Letter  to  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  containing  an  Account 
of  the  True  Cause  why  the  Commissioners'  Report  has  not  yet  Ijcen 
Published,    and   many   other   Additional    Facts,    &c."      (London, 
1S06).     Here  is  one  of  the  additional  facts  :— "  Vain,  contemptible 
slanderer  !  where  in  all  thy  calumnious  pages  is  one  unanswerable 
argument   " 
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in  the  centre.  The  city  of  Salisbury  has  advertised  that 
a  match  will  take  place  there  on  the  17th  instant, 
*  similar  to  that  at  Botley.'  The  hats  must  be  here  on 
Saturday  at  farthest.  They  need  not  be  very  good.  A 
hat  at  a  guinea  will  do  very  well ;  and  as  to  the  lace,  I 
am  sure  that  it  need  not  cost  more  than  about  a  guinea- 
and-a-half     However,  do  the  best  you  can. 

"  Lord  Cochrane  is  here,  hard  at  work  a-shooting,  but 
Mr.  Johnstone  is  not  yet  arrived." 

"  We  shall  be  in  town  to-morrow  night,  and  I  wish  you 
could  come  to  me  about  10  o'clock  at  Col.  Johnstone's 
in  Harley  Street. 

"A  glorious  match  have  we  had  I    A  fine  day,  and  a 
company  of  people  not  less  than  six  thousand  in  number. 
The  whole  of  the  village  was  full.     Stages,  in  the  form  of 
amphitheatres,  were  erected  against  the    houses,  and, 
perhaps,  seats  let  to  the  amount  of  thirty  or  fifty  pounds! 
Every  gentleman  round  the  country  was  here.     The  sub- 
scription pays  the  whole  of  all   the  expenses,  without 
throwing  any  more  than  my  single  guinea  and  the  price 
of  my  dinner  upon  me.     The  city  of  Salisbury  will  not 
equal  this,  take  my  word  for  it.    There  were  twenty-three 
players.     The  flrsi  prize  went  to  Somersetshire,  and  the 
second  to  Wiltshire.     But  the  great  contest  was  between 
the  former  county  and  Hampshire." 

"...  The  little  mare  went  off  on  Friday.  Keep  her 
well,  use  her  regularly  and  gently,  and  I  hope  she  will 
prove  of  use.  William  followed  her  with  his  eyes  as 
long  as  he  rould  get  a  glimpse  of  her;  and  the  poor 
dear  fellow  could  not  speak  a  word  all  the  evening  after 
she  went  off.  He  was  made  somewhat  more  happy  by 
my  assuring  him  that  she  was  not  sold,  and  that  she 
was  gone  to  you.     Fit  her  well  with  saddle  and  bridle 
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and  have  a  curb,  for  she  is  apt  to  run  off,  though  your 
weight  will  be  a  tolerably  good  curb.  The  main  thing  is 
to  see  her  well  fed  upon  good  hay  and  oats." 

"...  The  little  dogs  came  very  safe ;  and  they  are 
both  (having  been  new  named  Tipler  and  Daisy)  at 
Steeple  Court  Farm,  there  to  be  reared  up  to  dog-hood. 
I  was  yesterday  at  Meon  Stoke,  where  we  had  some  very 
fine  coursing.  We  found  five  hares.  Two  stole  off; 
three  we  coursed,  and  killed  two.  There  was  one  large 
greyhound  dog ;  but  my  little  bitches  beat  him  hollow. 
They  go  like  the  wind.  .  .  .  Lord  Northesk,  who  lives 
at  Rose  Hill,  near  Winchester,  has  been  here  again  to 
invite  me  there  a-coursing;  and  I  shall  go  next  Saturday, 
if  I  am  alive  and  well." 

" .  .  .  As  to  your  coming  down,  when  you  do  come,  1 
wish  you  to  stay  a  week  or  ten  days.  You  must  go  with 
us  a-coursing;   and   I  will  take  care   to    have    a  good 

field  for  sport   provided If  you  never  saw  any 

coursing,  you  have  a  great  pleasure  to  come ;  and  you 
will  see  William  ride  his  pony  and  leap  over  the 
ditches." 


Amongst  new  acquaintances  of  this  year  was  no 
less  a  person  than  Dr.  Mitford,  probably  introduced 
to  Cobbett  b}/  Sir  William  Elford,  who  was  a 
vigorous  Windhamite.  The  Doctor's  passion  for 
coursing  consolidated  a  friendship  which  lasted  for 
several  years  ;  and  we  find  Cobbett  visiting  him  in 
December,  1806,  r.t  Bertram  House,  near  Read- 
ing,  from    which    place    several    articles    in    the 

Miss   Mitford   has   several 


Register    are    dated. 


22  WILLIAM  COBBETT.  [1805-6] 

pleasingr   recollections  of  Cobbctt,  for  whom  she 
had  considerable  esteem/ 

But,  of  all  his  Hampshire  friends,  there  was  none 

7  Among  other  references  to  Cobbctt,  Miss  Mitford  records  a  visit 
to^Tlotley  {"  Recollections  of  a  l,itcinr>-  J^ifc,"  chap,  xvii.)  :— 

"  Sportin-,  not  politics,  had  brouj;ht  about  our  present  visit  and 

subsequent  intimacy He  had  at  that  time  a  large  house  at 

IJotley,  with  a  lann  and  ganlens  sweeping  <Iown  to  the  I^ursledon 
river.  ...  ]I,s  house,  large,  high,  massive,  red,  and  S(|uare,  and 
perched  on  a  considerable  enn-nence,  always  stnick  me  as  being  not 
unhke  Its  proprietor.  It  «as  fdled  at  tliat  time  almost  to  overfLnv- 
ing.  Lord  Coclirane  was  there,  then  in  the  very  height  of  his  war- 
die  fame,  and  as  unlike  the  common  notion  of  a  warrior  as  could 

be— a  gentle,  quiet,  mild  young  man 

"  There  was  a  large  fluctuating  series   of  guests  for  the  hour  or 
guests  for  the  day,  of  almost  all  ranks  and  descriptions,  fn.m  the 
earl  and  his  countess  to  the  farmer  and  his  dame.     The  house  had 
room  for  all,  ar.d  the  hearts  of  the  owners  would  have  had  room  for 
tnree  times  the  number.     I  never  saw  hospitality  more  genuine, 
more  simple,    or  more  thoroughly  successful   in   the  great  end  of 
hosiMtahty-the  putting  everybo.ly  completely  at  ease.     There  was 
not  the  slightest  attempt  at  fmery,  or  display,  or  gentility.     They 
called  It  a  farmhouse,  and  eveiything  was  in  accordance  with  the 
largest  idea  of  a  gicat  English  yeoman  of  the  old  time.     Everyihin^ 
was  excellent,    everything  abundant,  all  served  with   the  greatest 
nicety  by  trim  waiting-damsels  ;  and  everything  went  on  with  such 
quiet  regularity  that  of  the  large  circle  of  guests  not  one  could  fnul  ' 
himseh  in  the  way.     T  need  not  say  a  word  more  in  praise  of  the 
good  wife,  ....   to  whom  this  admirable  order  was  mainly  due 

bhe  was  a  sweet  motherly  woman 

"At  this  time  William  Cobbctt  was  at  the  height  of  his  political 
reputation  •  but  of  politics  we  heard  little,  and  should,  I  think,  have 
heard  nothing,  but  for  an  occasional  red-hot  patriot,  who  would 
in  reduce  the  subject,  which  our  host  would  foin  put  aside,  and  got 
i-Kl  of  as  speedily  as  possible.  There  was  something  of  Bandie 
Dtumont  about  him,  with  his  unfailing  good-humour  and  good 
S]m-its,  his  heartiness,  his  love  of  field  sports,  and  his  liking  for  a 
loray.  He  was  a  tall,  stout  man,  fair  and  sunburnt,  with  a  bri-ht 
smile,   and  an  air  compounded  of  the  soldier  and  the  farmer  ''to 
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so  staunch  as  Viscount  Folkestone,"  a  rising  whig 
poh'tician  of  the  day  ;  a  man  who  endeavoured  to 
carry  the  principles  of  his  pretentious  Party  into 
practice,  and  honestly  believed  that  Mr.  Cobbett 
was,  with  all  his  untamable  vigour,  one  of  the  best 
exponents  of  the  current  political  aspirations.  Al- 
though the  time  came  when,  in  1834,  their  opinions 
diverged  on  the  Poor  Law  question,  their  mutual 
regard  lasted  to  the  very  end. 


which  his  habit  of  wearing  an  eternal  red  waistcoat  contributed  not 

a  little 

"  Vcw  persons  excelled  him  in  the  management  of  vegetables, 
fruit,  and  llowers.  Mis  green  Indian  corn,  his  Carolina  beans,  his 
water-melons,  could  hardly  have  been  exceeded  at  New  York.  His 
wall-fruit  was  equally  splendid  ;  and,  much  as  flowers  have  been 
studied  since  that  day,  I  never  saw  a  more  glowing  or  a  more 
fragrant  autumn  garden  than  that  at  liotley,  with  its  pyramids  of 
hollyhocks,  and  its  masses  of  china-asters,  of  cloves,  of  mignonette, 
and  of  variegated  geranium.  The  chances  of  life  soon  parted  us,  as,' 
without  grave  faults  on  either  side,  jK-ople  do  lose  sight  of  one 
another  ;  but  I  shall  always  look  back  with  pleasure  and  regret  to 
that  visit." 

«  Afterwards  3rd  Karl  Radnor.  lie  died  in  1869,  at  a  very 
advanced  ago,  after  a  life  of  real  usefulness.  Had  there  been  more 
such  men  as  he,  the  domestic  history  of  England,  in  our  century, 
would  be  a  different  tale. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

"  I  DID  DESTROY  THEIR  POWER  TO  ROB  US,  ANY 
LONGER,  WITHOUT  THE  ROBBERY  BEING 
PERCEIVED." 

In  September,  1806,  Mr.  Charles  James  Fox  died, 
and  left  one  of  the  seats  for  Westminster  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Whigs.  For  several  years  there  had 
been  a  truce  between  the  Whigs  and  the  Tories, 
over  this  celebrated  constituency,  and  each  party 
was  represented  there.  Accordingly,  Earl  Percy 
was  quietly  suffered  to  succeed  to  Mr.  Fox. 

The  Whig  nominee  was  no  sooner  elected,  how- 
ever, than  a  dissolution,  which  had  been  for  some 
time  imminent,  took  place,  and  the  two  factions,  in 
their  mutual  consent,  put  up  Mr.  Sheridan  and 
Admiral  Hood,  Lord  Percy  having  declined  to 
come  forward  again.  Sheridan  was  a  man  who  was 
for  the  winning  side,  whichever  it  might  be,  and  he 
now  laid  claim  to  the  mantle  of  Mr.  Fox,  whose 
name  and  whose  party  had  been  steadily  growing 
into  favour. 
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During  the  summer  and  autumn,  Mr.  Cobbctt 
had   been    lecturing  the   electors   of  Westminster 
upon  their  duties.     Pie  pointed  out  that,  with  such 
traditions  as  theirs,  there  was  less  excuse  for  "  base 
conduct"  than  in  any  other  body  of  electors  ;  yet, 
that  the  constituency  was  sinking  to  the  level  of  a 
nomination-borough.  Base  conduct  mQ.7m\.\  clamour- 
ing against  "peculators  and  depredators,"  and  then 
being  led    by   the   nose  by   men   who   not   only 
"  clamoured,"  but  pledged  their  word  to  reform,  and 
to  inquire  into  abuses  ;  and  who,  immediately  they 
got  a  snug  cffice,  found  ready  excuses  for  the  non- 
fulfilment  of  their  promises.     The  case  in  point  was 
that  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  who,  now  that  he  was  treasurer 
to  the  navy,  declined  to  bring  forward  charges  which 
he  had  threatened,  "  lest  he  should  thereby  create 
divisions    in   the  ministry,  that  is  to  say,  lest  he 
should  lose  his  place."     Mr.  Cobbett  was  requested 
by  a  small  section  to  come  forward  himself;  but  he 
refused.     The  advertisement  in  the  Morning  Post 
of  19th  September,  announces  his    determination 
(vide  note,  p.  14).     But  he  was  actually  proposed, 
on  the  hustings,  by  a  Mr.  Hewlings. 

Mr.  Cobbett's  candidate  was  James  Paull  :— 

"  A  Scotchman  who  had  been  in  India,  who  had  been 
in  Parliament  during  two  sessions,  who  had  brought 
articles  of  charge  against  the  elder  Wellesley  for  his 
conduct  while  Governor-General  of  India,  who  was  a 
little  man  in  point  of  size,  who  talked  pretty  well,  who 
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wrote  better  than  half  of  the  658,  who  was  perfectly 
honest  and  disinterested,  and   who  was   brave   to  the 
backbone,   and   persevering  beyond    any    man.      The 
Whigs  had  all  along  been  deceiving  this  Mr.  PauU,  as 
they  always  have  done  every  one  else  who  has  trusted  in 
them.     They,  by  leading  him  to  believe  that  they  would 
support  his  charge  against  old  Wellesley,  induced  him  to 
go  on  with  the  charges  until  they  themselves  got  into 
power,  and  then  they  turned  against  him,  and  set  all  their 
whisi)ering  myrmidons  to  work  to  spread  about  that  he 
had  been  a  tailor,  and  that  he  was  only  accusing  Lord 
Wellesley  in  order  to  get  some  money  from  him.     I 
became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Paul!,  from  his  having  been 
introduced  to  me  by  Mr.  Windham,  who  strongly  urged 
me  to  render  him  any  assistance  "n  my  power  in  his 
undertaking  against  Wellesley;  ana  I  can  truly  say,  that 
a  more  disinterested  and  honourable  man  I  never  knew 
in  my  life. 

"  At  this  election,  therefore,  Mr.  Paull  was  fixed  upon 
for  us  to  put  forward,  in  order  to  break  up  the  infamous 
combination  of  these  two  factions,  and  to  rescue  West- 
minster from  the  disgrace  of  submitting  to  them  any 
longer.  This  was  n/y  icwk :'  it  was  my  own  project :  I 
paved  the  way  to  it  by  my  addresses  to  the  people  of 

Westminster Hood   was    the    Tory   candidate; 

Sheridan  the  Whig  candidate,  having  Whitbread    and 
Peter  Moore  for  his    bottle-holders.      They  beat   the 

»  All  this  sketch  (in  Cobbett's  own  words,  written  in  1S32)  is  as 
faithful  as  it  is  graphic.  The  event  provided  ample  resource  for  the 
withngs  of  the  day.  See,  for  example,  "A  History  of  tlie  West- 
minster  Election  in  November,  1S06,"  with  its  coloured  picture  of 
the  hustings;  also,  "The  Rising  Sun;  a  Serio-comic  Satiric  Ro- 
mance,"  vol.  ii.,  in  which  Paull's  bottle-holder  appears  as  Mr. 
ColnveU,  a  man  of  great  talents  and  strength  of  mind,"  &c. 
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people,  but  it  was  such  a  beat  as  pronounced  their  doom 
for  the  future,  as  far  as  Westminster  was  concerned.  At 
the  close  of  the  election,  Hood  and  the  base  .Sheridan 
slipped  away  from  the  hustings  into  the  Church  of  St. 
Paul,  Covent  Garden,  just  opposite  the  porch  of  which 
the  hustings  stood,  and  there  they  were  locked  up  nearly 
all  the  night,  with  constables  and  polii    man  to  guard  the 

church Being  in  November,  there  was  a  plentiful 

supply  of  mud,  with  which  the  honourable  rei)resenta- 
tives  were  covered  all  over  from  the  forehead  down  to 
their  shoes.  I  never  shall  forget  them.  They  looked 
jusi  like  a  couple  of  rats,  raked  up  from  the  bottom  of  a 
sewer;  and  the  High  Bailiff,  and  his  books,  and  his 
clerks,  and  his  beadles,  were  all  covered  over  in  the 
same  manner." 

Mr.  Paull  had  started  at  the  top  of  the  poll. 
But  as  the  days  wore  on,  the  others  gained  slowly 
upon  him,  until,  at  the  close,  he  was  left  in  a  small 
minority.  It  was  found,  however,  upon  an  analysis 
of  the  voting,  that  Paull  had  polled  3077  plumpers, 
against  Sheridan's  955,  and  Sir  Samuel  Hood's 
1033,  whilst  the  coalition  of  the  two  latter  had  given 
them  each  3240  split  vote.s.  Paull's  total  was  4481. 
These  figures  were  solemnly  put  upon  record  by  the 
friends  of  reform  (as  they  now  called  themselves),  in 
order  to  show  "  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Paull  had 
been  defeated." 

An  interesting  conflict  ensued,  between  Cobbett 
and  Sheridan,  which  must  not  go  unnoticed.  When 
the  former  was  attacked  by  Sheridan  in  parliament, 
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in  Au-ust,  1803  (as  before  related),  it  was  a  wilful 
and  unnecessary  throwing  down  of  the  gauntlet 
Mr.  Sheridan  was  not  the  man  who  should  find  fault 
with  another's  popularity-hunting,  much  less   an- 
other's inconsistency ;  and  Mr.  Cobbett  proceeded 
to  give  him  the  inevitable  "  Scries  of  Letters,"  » with 
which  he  usually  favoured  the  objects  of  his  animad- 
version.    Mr.  Sheridan,  now  crowing  on  the  West- 
minster hustings,  imputes  loiv  birth  to  his  oppo- 
nents ;  Mr.  Paull's  father  was  only  a  tailor,  and,  as 
for  his  bottle-holder,  why  all  the  world  knows  his 
story.     And  all  the  world  (except  Mr.  Sheridan) 
might  have  guessed  what  would  have  come  of  that. 
"  Whence  came  the  Sheridans  >     From  a  play-actor ! 
from  a  member  of  that  profession,  the  followers  of 
which  are,  in  our  wise  laws,  considered  and  denomi- 
nated   vagabonds:'    And    Mr.    Cobbett    proceeds 
further,  and  wants  to  know  what  are  the  public 
services   of  these  persons,  Sheridan   and   his  son 
Thomas,  that  they  should   be   receiving  between 
seven   and  eight  thousand   pounds  of  the  public 
money .?     So  Tom  Sheridan  offers  to  fight,  accord- 
mgto  a  speech  of  his  own  at  a  Sheridan  dinner  :— 

•  Afterwards  collected  into  a  volume,  under  the  title  of  "The 
Pohtical  Proteus :  a  view  of  the  Character  and  Conduct  of  R.  B. 
Sheridan,  Esq.,"  &c.,  and  published  by  Budd  and  others.  Sheri- 
dans  "dramatic  loyalty  "(as  it  was  happily  expressed},  was  a  con- 
stant  theme  of  the  caricaturists  of  the  day.  Cobbett  makes  a  note, 
m  one  of  his  "summaries,"  of  twenty-five  public  pledges  which 
bheridan  had  abandoned,  and  promises  that  they  shall  be  "detailed 
one  of  these  days." 
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•'  This  man,  for  his  roughness  and  vulgarity  towards 
my  father  (whom  I  think  I  may  fairly  describe  as  the 
person  in  whom  eloquence  may  be  said  to  preside),  I  had 
intended  to  thrash,  and  for  that  purpose  I  went  down  to 
his  house  with  a  cane,  but  he  was  not  at  home.  I  after- 
wyirds  thought  it  best  to  offer  him  a  pistol,  and  wrote  to 
him  for  the  purpose,  but  this  valiant  Mr.  Cobhett  an- 
swered me  by  saying  that  he  never  fought  duels." 

Of  course,  the  only  utility  of  this  sort  of  thin?, 
was  to  provide  material  for  .satire  ;  and  Cobbett.on 
his  part,  never  failed  to  remind  Sheridan  of  his 
foibles,  nor  ceased  to  look  upon  his  "  statesman- 
ship" with  the  contempt  it  deserved. 

The  result  of  this  general  election  was  promising 
enough,  to  the  increasing  band  of  reformers.  But, 
another  dissolution,  in  the  following  spring,  gave  a 
still  greater  impulse  to  the  popular  feeling.  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  and  Lord  Cochrane  headed  the 
poll  at  Westminster,  leaving  Elliott  (a  Windhamitc), 
Sheridan,  and  Paul!  out  in  the  cold.  It  was  as 
early  as  this  that  Mr.  Cobbctt  began  to  suspect 
Burdett's  sincerity  concerning  Reform;  and  he 
refused,  on  account  of  Sir  Francis  declining  to  act 
with  PaulV  to  interfere  in  this  election,  although 

»  The  misunderstanding  bei^^een  Burd^i^  and  Paull  ^;u;;;i;^  i„ 
a  duel,  ,n  wh.ch  both  were  wounded.  The  affair  was  a  rather  silly 
one  and  brought  out  some  wit.  Mr.  Paul!  was  a  little,  fiery  man, 
or  he  would  have  succeeded  better  as  a  politician.  Mr.  Home  Tooke 
said  to  h.m  one  day,  "  You  are  a  bold  man,  and  I  am  certain  you'll 
=iiLCeed  ;  only,  as  Cobbett  says,  keep yoursdf  cool." 
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Lord  Cochrane  begged  him  to  do  so.  But  the 
powerful  Register  was  as  active  as  ever  in  the 
contest  of  principles  which  was  being  waged . 

We  may  now  glance  at  some  of  the  correspondence 
of  this  winter,  1806-7. 

".  .  .  .  This  last  expression  puts  me  in  mind  of  what 
I  thought  to  mention  to  you  in  my  last ;  and  that  is,  my 
intention  to  insure  my  life.  A  small  sum  annually  will 
be  well  laid  out  this  way ;  and  I  feel  that  I  ought  to 
do  it.  My  family  is  now  large,  and  it  is  my  bounden 
duty  to  do  all  I  am  able  to  provide  for  them  in  the 
manner  that  least  exposes  them  to  chance.  Pray  inquire 
about  this,  and  let  me  know  the  result  of  your  inquiries 
in  a  few  days. 

"We  send  you  by  the  waggon  of  to-night  a  fine 
hamper  of  garden  things,  two  fowls,  and  a  chine  included, 
which  we  think  will  be  acceptable.  Pray  send  us  back 
the  hamper  by  the  waggon,  and  also  a  hamper  from  Mr. 
Paull's.  There  is  a  box  at  Mr.  PauU's  with  flower-roots 
in  it.     You  may  as  well  send  it  too. 

"  Ellen  is  to  be  christened  on  Thursday.     Mrs.  Cob- 
bett  begs  you  will  send  off  by  to-morrow  night's  mail- 
coach  a  goc  d  lusty  twelfth-cake  for  the  christening. 
Your  letters  are  very  cheerful,  and,  I  can  assure  you,  they 
come  to  a  very  healthy  and  happy  house. 

"  I  propose,  in  future,  to  write  to  you  only  upon  Fridays, 
and  that  you  shall  write  to  me  only  upon  Tuesdays, 
except  upon  particular  occasions.  .  .  .  .  In  order  that  I 
may  profit  as  much  as  possible  from  your  correspondence 
you  should  begin  a  sheet  and  fill  it  up  as  thoughts  or 
facts  occur." 
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A  chronic   complaint  of  Cobbett's,  throughout 
his  h-fe,   was   being  exposed  to  the  payment  of 
unfranked   letters.      A  renewed  notice  to  friends 
and  correspondents  appears  in  January,  1807,  in- 
forming them  that  he  will  not  take  in  such  letters 
A  message  to  Mr.  Wright,  about  this  time,  gives 
him  directions  on  the  subject,  and  mentions  that 
i2s.  a  week  would  not  pay  the  postage  of  letters, 
of  no  use  at  all,  and  many  of  them  sent  merely  for 
persecution. 

".  .  .  .  The  whole  worid  united  would  not  shake  my 
resolution  to  reside  in   the  country.      The   opinions   of 
'friends,'  experience  has  taught  me  not  to  prefer,  upon 
all  occasions,  to  my  own;  and  you  know  as  well  as  I  do 
that  those  'friends'  generally  speak  as  convenience  or 
interest  dictate.     As  I  know  you  are  perfectly  sincere  in 
the  regret  that  you  express  at  not  having  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  me  and  mine  oftener,  c.o  you  may  be  assured 
that  the  loss  of  the  pleasure  of  frequently  seeing  you 
my  Lord  Folkestone,  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and  one  ox 
two  more,  is  the  greatest,  and  indeed  the  only,  drawback 
from  the  stock  of  comfort  and  of  pleasure  which  this 
domestic  and  rural  life  affords  me.     It  will  be  very  con- 
venient to  us  for  you  and  Mr.  Murphy  to  come  at  any 
time.     We  have  had  no  company  since  my  return  from 
town,  and  we  expect  none;  but  I  am  sure  that  none  that 
could  come  would  render  your  and  Mr.  Murphy's  com- 
pany at  all  inconvenient.     The  time  you  mention  will  be 
as  good  as  any.     The  sooner  the  better;  but  you  must 
stay  a  whole  week.     And  bring  good  boots  with  you,  for 
wc  snail  make  you  ride  a-cuursing.     The  children  talk  of 
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you  every  day  of  their  lives.  William  has  been  out  with 
us  this  morning,  and  we  have  had  a  course  worth  all  the 
balls  and  routs  and  operas  that  the  whole  town  ever  saw. 
Hares  are  hard  to  find.  We  sometimes  go  out  without 
seeing  one ;  but,  when  we  do  find,  upon  these  lofty  hills 
and  open  commons,  you  can  have  no  idea  of  the  beauty 
of  the  course.  It  lasts  but  a  minute  or  two  or  three; 
but  in  one  minute  these  beautiful  animals  go  more  than 
a  mile. 

".  .  .  .  We  intend  putting  William  to  a  school  at 
Salisbury ;  but  I  am  resolved  he  shall  waste  none  of  his 
precious  time  upon  the  '  learned  languages.'*  He  reads 
and  writes  very  tolerably  well  now ;  and,  if  I  live  so  long, 
I  hope  to  see  him  able  to  do  something  in  the  way  of 
usefulness,  in  the  space  of  five  years  from  this.  He  has 
learnt  to  course  already.  To-day  again  (for  we  catch 
every  fine  open  day)  we  had  a  course  surpassing  anything 
I  ever  saw  in  all  my  life.  We  were  hardly  upon  the 
common  when  we  found  a  hare  sitting  (a  very  rare  thing 
upon  heath).  All  the  rest,  namely  William,  Frederick, 
and  my  man,  took  their  stations  in  such  places  as  enabled 
them  to  follow  the  dogs,  and  to  see  the  course,  whichever 
way  she  might  take.  I  then  went  and  started  her.  We 
had  a  course  of  thirty  turns  at  least,  and,  after  a  very 
long  and  mof-  beautiful  course,  we  had  the  pleasure  to 
see  her  save  her  life  by  darting  to  the  copse  with  Princess 
not  twelve  feet  behind  her.     The  dogs  were  terribly  cut 

*  "The  Learned  Languages"  was  the  title  of  a  controversy 
which  arose  in  the  Register  early  in  1807.  Mr.  Cobbett  was  out  of 
his  sphere  on  this  topic,  and  his  correspondents  (who  were  at  all 
humorous)  saw  a  ready  application  of  the  fable  concerning  a  fox  who 
had  lost  his  tail.  Others  were  more  serious,  and  thought  that  the 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  and  Greek  classics  "kept  together  the 
higher  orders  of  society,  and  separate  from  the  lower  orders." 
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and  strained,  but  they  will  be  well  again  before  you  and 
Mr.  Murphy  come." 

There  is  a  great  importation  of  American  trees 
early  this  year,  which  gives  Mr.  Wright  some 
trouble  to  attend  to,  out  of  his  ordinary  line  ;  in 
return  for  which  he  is  to  have  a  farm  some  day, 
and  American  trees  to  beautify  it  with.  He  is 
expected  at  Botley  again  in  March,  and  is  to  bring, 
amongst  other  matters,  "  two  quarto  blank  books, 
with  a  good  stiff  cover,  for  Nancy  to  copy  her 
grammar  lessons  in.  I  am  teaching  her;  she 
learns  very  fast,"  &c.  And,  they  "  all  go  to  church 
of  a  Sunday." 

An  impending  duel  between  Mr.  Elliott  and  Mr. 
Paull  is  alluded  to  in  the  following  :— 

".  .  .  .  The  third  is  an  article  about  Paull  and  Elliott. 
Leave  out  the  words  ftianly  and  excellent  as  applied  to 
Paull's  letter ;  and,  observe,  soften  every  phrase  that  I 
have  used  in  commendation  of  him  or  his  conduct,  if 
any  such  you  find ;  for  I  now  see  that  he  has  been  chal- 
lenging; and  I  will  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  him, 
until  I  see  a  total  change  of  conduct  in  this  respect." 

*|.  ...  I  am  glad  Mr.  Paull  is  exposed  to  no  prose- 
cution. I  trust  he  will  take  great  care.  I  have  a  hun- 
dred times  warned  him  of  his  danger.      They  would 

imprison    him    as    sure  as   he  is   alive I  shall 

always  defend  Mr.  Paull  and  his  cause ;  but  you  know 
how  I  abhor  anything  covert ;  and,  upon  my  word,  I 
cannot  say  that  a  man  who  would  consent  to  be  sent  to  a 
hiding-place,  ought  to  be  believed  upon  his  oath.     Tijuse 
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that  are  used  to  such  devices  may  look  upon  them  cahnly ; 
but  this  is  not,  and  I  hope  in  God  it  never  will  be,  the 
case  with,  yours,  &c." 

A  petition  against  Sheridan's  return  for  West- 
minster, on  the  part  of  Paull,  now  provided  matter 
for  discussion  ;  and  this,  along  with  the  unceasing 
campaign  against  sinecures,  and  the  sudden  disper- 
sion of  the  lost  shap  (as  "  All  the  Talents  "  were  now 
called),  kept  the  ready  writer  going  merrily.  Too 
merrily,  indeed  ;  a  little  cloud  was  gathering.  Lord 
Grenville  confided  to  somebody,  that  Cobbett  was 
destroying  the  characters  of  all  public  men.  Lord 
Howick  ^  became  unfavourably  impressed  v/ith  his 
vehemence,  and  threatened  prosecution.  Above 
all,  the  anonymous  press  had  no  mercy  upon  him, 
although  it  prudently  avoided  fair  discussion.  In 
March,  Wright  is  asked  for  his  opinion  as  to  men's 
feelings,  in  town. 

"  As  to  the  result,  I  fear  nothing.  And  the  way  to 
fear  nothing,  is  to  act  always  fairly  and  honestly." 

Only  let  him  have  open  ground  to  go  upon,  and 
a  good  sight  at  the  enemy. 

Early  In  April,  Mr.  Cobbett  writes  : — 

"  What  you  told  me  about  Mitford's  report  has  given 
me  some  uneasiness,  on  account  of  the  trouble  that  pro- 
secutions would  give  me ;  but  as  to  the  House,  the  d 

*  Afterwards  Earl  Grey,  who  carried  the  Reform  Bill  of  1832. 
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House,  I  set  it  at  defiance,  if  it  will  only  confine  its 
vengeance  to  its  own  villainous  powers.     It  is  not,  how- 
ever, worth  while  to  make  any  inquiries.     It  would  be  a 
good  jest  for  the  Whigs  to  begin  to  prosecute  now.     I'll 
assure  you,  I  was  most  cursedly  afraid  of  them  before. 
HoH'ick  is  a  perfect  Bashaw;  and  apostates  are  prover- 
bially persecutors.     God  knows  I  need  say  no  harm  of 
either  party.     They  furnish  me  with  ample  quantities  of 
good  and  true  censure  of  one  another.     I  am  deeply 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  caution;  but  if  they  aie 
resolved  to  plague,  plague  they  may.     Should  anything 
of  this  sort  happen,  I  am  determined  to  plead  my  own 

cause,  be  the  consequence  what  it  may This  talk 

of  prosecution  has  exasperated  me  against  them  beyond 
measure ;  and  my  own  safety  shall  be  the  only  standard 
of  my  vengeance.  Villains  !  They  profess  liberty;  they 
set  their  hired  scoundrels  to  write  me  and  truth  out  of 
countenance ;  and  the  moment  they  feel  the  weight  of 
my  lash,  they  talk  of  the  law,  that  law  against  which 
they  have  so  much  enveighed,  which  they  know  to  be  so 
unjust,  and  the  administration  of  which  they  know  to  be 
so  basely  partial. 

"  Cultivate  Lord  C[ochrane]  and  Colonel  J[ohnstone]. 
They  are  good  and  true  friends  to  us,  and,  what  is  more, 
to  their  country. 

"Pray  send  the  Chroride,  when  there  is  any  violent  or 
severe  attack  upon  ministers  or  Parliament.  Green  ^  has 
been  complaining  to  Reeves.  The  mean  dog !  Reeves 
begs  me  to  spare  him.     I  shall  tell  Reeves  the  provoca- 


•  Otherwise  John  Gifford.     Cobbett  had  made  an  allusion  to  his 
change  of  name,  parenthetically  adding,    "for  cogent  reasons,  no 

doubt." 
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tion.     If  the  rascal  tlius  smarts  at  a  parenthesis,  what 
would  he  do  at  a  sentence  such  as  I  could  treat  him 

with?    As  to  the  line  of  politics,  safe  is  the  word 

I  hear  that  my  friend  Finnerty's   100/.  is  coming  out. 

Oh  what  a  d thing  this  writing  for  hire  is  !     The 

motion '  has  cost  me  more  labour  than  I  thought  for, 
wishing  to  work  in  many  interesting  facts.  .  ,  ." 

The  new  elections  are  coming  on  in  April,  and 
Mr.  Cobbett  is  determined  not  to  interfere,  unless 
positively  compelled.  As  soon  as  the  election  is 
over,  he  will  "set  about  writing,  sober  essays  of 
exposure:  quote  from  official  documents,  state  the 
bare  facts,  and  lament,  as  I  most  sincerely  do,  the 
inevitable  consequences."  He  foresees  the  inutility 
of  Mr.  Paull  contestin^^  Westminster  again,  and  the 
event  proves  that  he  is  right.  But  he  continues  his 
unasked-for  advice  to  the  electors.  And  he  does 
keep  to  facts,  facts  which  all  who  have  eyes  may  see. 
Seats  in  Parliament  are  being  openly  advertised 
for  sale  in  the  daily  papers/— in  Whig  papers ; 
and  this  villainous  scribbler  presses  for  an  explana- 
tion, particularly  from  that  party  which  is  always 
flaunting  the  flag  of  1688,  and  which  yet  rails  at 

7  Mr.  Robson's  renewed  motion  on  the  Barrack-office.  Cobbett 
prepared  and  wrote  out  these  motions  for  him. 

^  "Seat  in  a  Certain  Assembly.— Any  gentleman    having  the 
disposal  of  a  close  one  may  apply,"  &c.,  &c.  —Morning  PosL  May  i 
1807.  ' 

"A  Certain  Great  Assembly.— Fourteen  hundred  guineas  per 
annum  will  be  given  for  a  seat  in  the  above  Assembly.  Letters 
addressed  to,"  &c.,  &.c— Morning  Chronicle,  May  21,  1807. 
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him,  and  abuses  him,  and  calls  him  nicknames,  for 
trying  to  hold  them  to  their  principles. 

As  for  his  own  writings,  conscious  though  he  be 
of  their  power  and  clearness,  and  of  the  admiration 
excited  by  them  in  the  minds  of  all  who  are  not 
the  recipients  of  his  lashing,  he  will  be  more  than 
ever  guarded  in  expression  : — 

".  ...  I  see  the  fangs  of  the  law  open  to  grasp  me 
and  I  feel  the  necessity  of  leaving  no  hold  for  them,  and 
even  no  ground  for  silly  cavillers,  upon  the  score  of 
coarseness  or  violence.  I  am  armed  with  undeniable 
facts,  and  my  reasoning  (at  least  in  my  own  opinion  of  it) 
shall  be  as  undeniably  conclusive.  The  times  are 
auspicious  to  us,  and  we  have  nothing  to  fear  but  the 
effects  of  ungovernable  indignation." 

".  ...  As  to  the  'large  pamphlet  that  is  coming  out 
agamst  us  all,'  the  larger  it  is,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the 
author ;  for  the  fewer  people  will  read  it,  and  the  fewer 
the  readers,  the  fewer  those  who  will  despise  him.  That 
any  creature  upon  two  legs  should  be  so  foolish  !" 

In  the  early  part  of  this  history,  allusion  was 
made  to  the-  growing  impoverishment  of  the 
labouring  classes.  A  quarter  of  a  century  was 
now  elapsed,  since  the  Hereditary  Pauper  started 
mto  being  ;  and  his  race  was  now  numbered  by  the 
million.  The  parishes  were  raising  six  millions  ster- 
ling, for  purposes  of  relief ;  and  the  recipients  were 
gomg  steadily  down,  down,  down.  They  were  be- 
coming practically  enslaved.     The  average  rural 
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labourer  was  now  feeding  upon  bread,  vegetables, 
and  water.  His  children  were  uneducated  ;  his  wife 
was  in  rags ;  his  dwelling  was  either  a  ruin  or  a  hovel. 
And,  it  is  very  curious  matter  for  reflection,  to 
note  how  ready  the  comfortable  classes  were 
to  acqu'":sce  in  tolerating  this  state  of  things. 
Schemes  of  amelioration  were  broached  by  a  few, 
but  they  were  generally  based  upon  a  total  igno- 
rance of  first-cause.  Your  social  tinker, — amiable, 
bland,  and  very  serious,— caught  a  glimpse  of  the 
poor  wretches  so  far  beneath  him  ;  and,  straight- 
way recollecting  the  words  of  Scripture,  that  the 
poor  should  "  never  cease  out  of  the  land,"  opened 
his  purse-strings,  exhorted  his  friends  to  do  the 
like, — and  left  matters  worse  than  before.'  Your 
local  authority,  and  your  parson-pluralist,  deeply 
impressed  with  the  need  of  preserving  the  "  indis- 
pensable gradations  of  society,"  in  their  full  in- 
tegrity, refused  a  cow  to  the  cottager,  lest  he 
should  be  thereby  rendered  too  independent ! 
absolutely  ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  forty  or  fifty 

*  Even  Mr.  Wilberforce,  busied  with  the  wrongs  of  distant  races, 
had  remarkably  low  and  narrow  views  concerning  the  Invcr  orders 
of  his  own  country,  as  he  called  them.  In  1801,  he  "nearly 
resolves  "  to  move  in  Parliament  for  a  grant  of  one  million  for  their 
relief !  At  another  time  he  thinks  Government  should  relieve,  pri- 
vately, some  of  the  distress,  "and  afterwards  allege  that  they  did 
not  do  so  publicly  for  fear  of  producing  a  mischievous  effect  abroad." 
And  one's  patience  is  almost  exhausted  at  hearing  him  call  the 
people  "tainted"  with  disaffection,  when  everybody  knows  they  are 
starving,      Vide\\\%  "Life,  &c.,"  iii.,  3,  6,  13. 
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years  previously,  the  rural  labourer  not  only  had 
his  cow,— but  his  pigs,  his  geese,  his  beer,  and  his 
bacon,  and  a  tolerable  share  of  the  comforts  of  life: 
his  outward  condition,  in  point  of  fact,  being 
scarcely  inferior  to  that  of  the  farmers,  and  even 
the  clergy,  around  him. 

Now,  in  this  year  of  grace  1807,  there  was  no  man 
living  who  was  a  better  authority  on  this  topic,  than 
the  hero  of  these  pages.  And,  what  is  more,  there 
was  no  living  being,  who  had  a  tenderer  sympathy 
with  the  wants  and  the  wailings  of  the  meanest 
fellow-creature;  be  it  a  skvlark.or  be  it  a  ploughboy. 

And  the  tinkers,  and  the  tailors,  solemnly  going 
to  work  with  new  patches,  the  only  end  of  which 
must  be  the  further  enslavement  and  degradation 
of  the  poor;  and  the  end  of  which  could  not  possibly 
be  the  healing  of  their  stomachs,  or  the  mending  of 
their  breeches  and  their  gowns;  he  now  bursts  out,— 

"I,  for  my  part,  should  not  be  at  all  surprised,  if  some 
one  were  to  propose  the  selling  of  the  poor,  or  the 
mortgaging  of  them  to  the  fund-holders.  Ay  !  you  may 
wince ;  you  may  cry  J acobin  and  Leveller  as  long  ar  you 
please.     I  wish  to  see  the  poor  men  of  England 

WHAT  the  poor  MEN  OF  ENGLAND  WERE  WHEN  I  WAS 
BORN  ;  AND  FROM  ENDEAVOURING  TO  ACCOMPLISH  THIS 
WISH  NOTHING  BUT  THE  WANT  OF  MEANS  SHALL  MAKE  ME 
DESIST." 

Mr.  Whitbread's  Poor  Law  Bills'  of  1807  were 

>  Samuel  Whitbrcad  (1758-1815)  had   entered    Parliament  in 
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\.\\c  present  occasion  of  the  subject  being  before 
the  public. 

The  income-tax  was  ten  per  cent.,  and  the 
quartern  loaf  averaged  eleven-pence,  at  this  period ; 
whilst  the  wages  of  the  rural  labourer  were  so  low, 
that  the  parish  universally  supplemented  them  in 
the  form  of  relief.  This  practice,  indeed,  had 
become  such  an  abuse,  that  the  farmer  would 
refuse  to  employ  men  at  fair  wages — throw  them 
upon  the  workhouse, — and  then  take  their  labour 
upon  the  reduced  sraje  paid  out  of  the  rates  ;  thus 
entailing  upon  his  neighbours  a  share  of  the 
expenses  of  his  own  establishment.  In  many 
parishes  cvoy  labourer  was  a  pauper. 

At  the  same  time,  capitalists  and  stockjobbers 
were  amassing  wealth,  in  an  unprecedented  degree  ; 
whilst  more  than  a  million  sterling,  annually,  was 
diverted  from  the  public  resources,  into  the  pockets 
of  sinecurists.  All  the  idleness  and  luxury,  thus 
created,  helped  to  augment  the  price  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life ;  and  the  inevitable  consequences  of 
unproductive  expenditure  ensued,  in  a  continued 
diminution  of  the  resources  of  those  persons  who 
earned  their  living. 

And  what  was  the  bolus,  proposed  to  be  applied 

1790,  and  became  an  adherent  of  Mr.  Fox,  after  whose  death  he 
was  one  of  the  principal  leaders  of  opposition.  A  genuine  philan- 
thropist,  guided  by  deep  religious  impressions,  he  spent  a  largp  por- 
tion of  his  wealth  in  endeavourmg  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the 
poor,  in  and  around  his  Bedfordshire  estates. 
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for  the  cure  of  this  alarming  cancer?  Educate  the 
children  of  the  poor  !  Positively  !  As  though  the 
children  of  the  poor  (at  least,  of  the  rural  poor)  did 
not  pick  up  their  education  day  by  day,  from 
the  moment  that  they  could  crawl  out  into  the 
fields  to  scare  away  the  rooks ;  as  though  plough- 
ing, mowing,  threshing,  and  reaping,— loading  a 
waggon,  and  guiding  a  team,  could  not  be  better 
acquired,  on  the  old  lines,  than  by  having  the  un- 
receptive  bucolic  brain  first  gorged  with  reading, 
writing,  md  arithmetic  !  And  this  new  reforming 
agency,  mark  you,  was  to  be  a  further  expense  to 
the  rate-payers  ;  already  at  their  wits'  end  to  know 
how,  themselves,  to  keep  the  wolf  from  the  door. 
Is  it  any  wonder,  then,  that  persons  who,  like  Mr. 
Cobbett,  not  only  knew  the  real  wants  and  tempta- 
tions, and  difficulties  of  the  labourer,  raised  their 
voices  indignantly  ? 

That  it  should  be  imputed  to  the  poor,  that  it 
was  their  IGNORANCE  and  VICE  which  had  brought 
them  low  :  that  any  other  cause,  but  the  increase 
of  luxurious  idlers,  and  the  draining  of  the  national 
resources  by  exorbitant  taxation,  could  lie  at  the 
root  of  the  evil :  that  a  generation  of  plutocrats 
should  have  grown  up,  who  looked  upon  the  "  lower 
orders  "  as  of  less  consequence  than  their  horses, 
their  dogs,  and  their  poultry,  was  not  to  be  borne 
in  silence,  whilst  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer  was  at 
hand  to  defy  such  thoughtless  misrepresentation. 
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From  this  time,  then,  until  the  period  of  his 
death,  Cobbctt's  voice  was  raised  on  behalf  of  the 
sufferinjT  Labouring  Classes  of  England.  An 
adequate  return  for  their  labour,  and  some  respect 
toward  them  as  fellow-creatures,  he  was  deter- 
mined to  get ;  and  he  would  suffer  no  opposition, 
no  ignominy,  to  hinder  h's  endeavours. 

But,  what  was  his  own  practice ;  and  what  was 
the  condition  of  the  labourers  in  his  own  service.? 

Precisely  that,  which  could  alone  render  them 
independent  and  prosperous.  He  would  have  no 
paupers;  and,  although  they  were,  generally, 
married  men  with  families,  no  one  was  allowed 
to  remain  in  his  service  who  required  parish  assis- 
tance. As  he  gave  high  wages,  and  provided 
them  with  a  free  dwelling,  the  need  of  this  stipu- 
lation is  obvious.  But,  they  had  to  work  for  it 
all :  Mr.  Cobbett  would  have  a  day's  work  for  a 
day's  pay;  and  so  have  no  obligation  left,  on 
either  side,  when  they  came  to  eventide.  Men 
might  be  independent,  and  they  might  be  saucy, 
too;  but  better  these,  a  thousand  times,  than 
cringing  hypocrisy,— than  the  enslavement  of  idle- 
ness at  starvation-pay. 

Not  only  this  :  Mr.  Cobbett's  was  a  measure  full 
and  running  over ; — 

"  My  house  was  always  open  to  give  them  victuals  and 
drink  whenever  they  happened  to  come  to  it.  and  tn 
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supply  tlicm  with  little  things  necessary  to  them  in  rase 
of  illness;  and  in  case  of  illness  their  wages  always  went 
on  just  as  if  they  had  been  well." 

Seventy  years  will  pass  away,  and  carry  off 
with  them  most  direct  evidence,  leaving  little 
beyond  shadowy  traditions.  But  there  are,  yet 
living  at  Botlcy,  aged  persons  who  were  long  in 
Mr.  Cobbett's  service,  as  gardeners  and  farm- 
labourers.  And  these  persons,  one  and  all,  repre- 
sent his  days  at  Botley  as  a  time  of  exceptional 
comfort  and  well-being;  and  his  service  as  one 
of  well-paid,  hard-working  earnestness.  Hated  and 
envied  by  some  of  his  neighbours,  he  was  maligned, 
and  abused,  and  misrepresented,  as  earnest  people 
always  are  ;  ^  but  Uicre  were  a  far  greater  number, 

'  On  one  occasion,  in  ilie  summer  of  1809,  there  was  a  grand 
field-day  over  "  Cobbett,  the  Oppressor  of  the  Poor,"  &c.,  &c.  A 
boy  in  his  service  had  absconded,  after  having  received  liis  \\  ages 
beforehand  ;  and,  being  brought  before  the  magistrates  at  Win- 
chester, was  sent  to  prison  for  a  week.  But,  through  some  infor- 
mality <m  the  part  of  the  constable  who  arrested  him,  tlte  relatives 
of  the  oy  were  induced  to  bring  an  action  against  Cobbett,  the 
constal)le,  and  ant)ther  local  officer,  the  damages  being  laid  at  one 
thousand  i)ounds  !  The  papers  were,  instantly,  full  of  the  affair  ; 
several  columns  appeared  in  the  Post,  to  the  exclusion  of  impor- 
tant  war  news  j  Giliray  had  a  picture  of  the  oppressor  hrashing 
the  naked  boy  tied  to  a  post  ;  women  of  fashion  came  to  see  the 
poor  creature  in  prison.  The  three  defendants  had  to  pa)  tea 
pounds  between  them  ;  and  the  fact  of  a  conviction  was  sufficient  for 
exulting  detractors.  The  boy  afterwards  admitted,  however,  that  he 
ran  away  from  Mr.  Cobbett's  because  he  had  to  get  up  as  early  as 
his  master. 

"In  private  life  Mr.  Cobbett  is  an  exceedingly  pleasant  com- 
panion, and  an  excellent  husband  and  iaiiier.     It  has  been  asserted 
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who  welcomed  the  current  of  joy,  and  freedom,  to 
which  he  had  given  rise.  And  the  recollection 
of  his  name  will  still  restore  a  transient  smile  to  the 
withered  features  of  a  man,  whose  lengthened 
span  of  life  may  be  due,  in  great  measure,  to  the 
habits  of  industry  and  thrift  and  independence 
tcquired  in  the  service  of  William  Cobbett, 

that  he  is  harsh  to  those  who  are  in  his  service,  but  this  appears  to 
me  to  be  a  calumny.  That  lie  expects  his  labourers  to  perform 
their  duty  is  certain,  and  in  this  he  is  truly  their  friend.  Industrious 
himself,  he  hates  idleness  in  others.  But  he  is  willing  to  pay  them 
liberally,  and  to  contribute  to  their  happiness,  I  have  been  more 
than  once  at  Botley,  and  must  say  that  I  h£ve  never  anywhere  seen 
such  excellent  cottages,  gardens,  and  other  comforts  appropriated  to 
the  labouring  class  as  those  which  he  erected  and  laid  out  on  his 
estate."-{From  "Public  Characters  of  All  Nations,"  Sir  R,  Phillips, 
Lond.,  1823). 

Alexander  Somerville  once  met  with  a  former  Botley  servant  of 
Cobbett's,  who  declared  that  he  "  would  never  wish  to  serve  a  better 
master,"  ("  The  Whistler  at  the  Plough,"  p,  263,  Lond.,  1852), 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

"THEY  NATURALLY  HATE   ME." 

There  was  a  Mr.  Homan,  M.P.,  a  friend  of 
Sheridan's,  and  a  defender  of  his  reputation,  who 
came  down  to  the  House  of  Commons,  one  day  in 
the  Session  of  1807,  and  announced  that  a  friend 
of  his  had  just  called  upon  Mr.  Cobbett,  at  Botley  ; 
and  found  him  living  in  a  "  pig-stye."  Now,  this 
gentle  sally,  on  the  part  of  a  jocular  senator,  may 
be  selected  (out  of  many,  more  or  less  serious)  in 
order  to  indicate  the  prominent  place  now  occupied 
by  Cobbett  in  men's  minds.  Addressing  with 
familiarity '  the  leading  characters  of  the  day, 
(always  in  the  iirst-person-singular,  be  it  remem- 
bered), he  is  herding  with,  and  advocating  the 
cause  of,  the  lowest  of  the  low.  Occupied  with 
such  vulgar  pursuits  as  gardening  and  planting, 
and  tending  dogs  and  pigs,  he  is  actually  daring 
to  instruct  and  to  lead  the  successors  of  Burke  and 
of  Pitt.  One  of  the  "  swinish  multitude  "  is  here, 
having  poked  his  nose  through  the  crowd,  struttmg 
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along   cheek- by-jowl    with  cabinet  ministers,  and 
positively  claiming  a  share  of  the  foot-way  ! 

The  worst  of  it  all  is,  that  this  presumptuous 
fellow  is  not  in  the  wrong.  Nobody  can  convict 
him  of  a  misstatement  of  facts  ;  no  one  can  answer 
his  arguments ;  no  one  can  match  his  brilliant 
language.  Yet,  people  won't  leave  him  alone : 
they  will  put  their  pop-guns  into  range ;  they 
will  throw  dirt,  unmindful  of  the  consequences  of 
handling  dirt.  And,  these  failing,— as  the  pas- 
sionate schoolboy,  unable  to  wreak  his  vengeance 
openly,  for  just  castigation,  sneaks  ; — they  sneak. 
They  watch  his  footsteps,  if  so  he  can  be  tripped- 

up. 

But  the  intended  victim  learns  wariness  as  he 
proceeds.  Who  should  be  tripped-up,  that  plants 
one  foot  securely  before  the  other  is  raised  ?  that 
gives  chapter-and-verse  for  his  facts  }  that  dreads 
no  bogy  whatsoever  ?  and  who  still  wants  to  know 
so  many  interesting  little  secrets,  which  he  has  a 
perfect  right  to  know,  and  which  he  is  determined 
to  know  ? 

Several  opposition  papers  had  already  been 
tried,  previously  to  this  date.  The  Addington 
ministry  set  up  Tlie  Pilot^dSiA  the  Royal  Standard; 
but  these  soon  died 

"Unwept,  unhonour'd,  and  unsung," 

and  are,  probably,  only  rescued  from  utter  oblivion 
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by  this  sternly-truthful  page.  An  -•mitation  Re- 
gister, edited  by  Mr.  Redhead  Yorke,'  had  a 
longer  lease  of  hTe ;— known  as  Yorke' 's  Weekly 
Political  Review,  the  first  number  appeared  in 
November,  1805,  and  ran  to  several  volumes. 
But  it  never  attained  to  any  authority.  Flower's 
Politieal  Review  and  Monthly  Register,  printed  at 
Harlow,  lasted  several  years.  This  journal  gave 
a  mild  sort  of  support  to  reform,  without  extrava- 
gant -  tone  ;  and  reprinted,  from  time  to  time, 
su.  ,  )rks  as  "  Locke  on  Government,"  and 
Bolingbroke's  «  Patriot  King." 

Later  on,  appeared  the  National  Register,  with 
the  openly-avowed  object  of  producing  "candid, 
but  intrepid  strictures"  upon  Mr.  Cobbett  and 
the  political  pamphleteers.  And  in  1809,  a  very 
grand  show  was  made,  in  the  prospectus  of 
Blagdon'S  Weekly  Political  Register  .•— 

"This  new  political  paper  will  be  printed  in  the  same 
manner  as  Cobbett's  Register. 

"In  every  number  will  be  inserted  an  exposition  of  the 
danng  libels  and  audacious  falsehoods  promulgated  bv 
Cobbett. 

"All  who  are  acquainted  with  the  paper  of  Cobbett 
may  perfectly  understand  the  nature  of  the  one  here  pro- 
posed, &c.,  &c.  ^ 


Mr.  H  Redhead  Yorke  was  a  barrister  with  a  love  for  pohiiVs 
and  some  ah. hty  in  political  disquisition.  He  had  been  implisoned 
m  \  ork  Castle,  on  account  of  his  writings,  in  1794  ;  but  had  now. 
m  maturer  years,  become  more  "  loyai." 
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"The  history  of  the  political  life  and  writings  of 
William  CoenETT  will  be  commenced  in  the  first 
number,  and  continued  every  week,  till  concluded." 

Such  a  very  funny  prospectus :  such  a  marvel 
of  ;^If-sufficicncy,  ignorance,  and  malignity:  really 
should  have  been  supported  better.  But,  no! 
people  didn't  want  to  be  told  afresh,  that  mis- 
government  ought  to  be  hushed  up  for  the  sake 
of  great  reputations;  and  Mr.  Blagdon  disappeared, 
along  with  all  the  other  political  dolphins^  that 
must  need  display  their  back-fins  for  one  transient 
moment,  with  no  other  end  than  to  whet  curiosity 
or  excite  wonder. 

Some  of  the  pamphlets  fared  better.  But  then, 
they  were  freely  distributed  by  the  agents  of 
Government.  The  story  of  the  Court-Martial, 
published  in  1809,  was  understood  to  be  an  open 
effort,  on  the  part  of  ministers  and  their  adherents, 
to  damage  the  honour  of  Mr.  Cobbett :  indeed,  it 
could  not  have  been  otherwise,  seeing  the  amount 
of  official  matter  which  the  thing  contained.^ 
Besides  a  half-crown  edition,  it  was  issued  in  a 
cheap  form  for  distribution. 

Then  there  was  ''  Cobbett  Convicted,  and  the 


*  Brougham,  in  his  partial  way,  thought  the  business  "much 
against  him,"  and  insinuated  that  the  stoiy  might  have  been  made 
to  look  worse.      Vide  "Memoirs,"  i.  437. 

The  British  Critic,  doing  penance  for  its  former  sins,  says,  "  This 
is  merely  a  report  of  certain  facts,  which  it  has  appeared  useful  to 
bring  forward  at  this  time,"  &c. 
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Revolutionist  Exposed.-"  a  ta-k  of  no  great diffi. 
culty,  of  course,-seeing  tliat  it  was  «  Tlie  Parlia- 
mentary Reformer"  brought  face  to  faee  witl,  old 
Peter  Poreup.ne,"  the  hater  of  den,agogues  and  the 

was  Elements  of  Reforn,,"  sold  at  sixpence,  and 
argely  djstnbuted  amongst  the  people;  so  that 
they  m,ght  see  for  themselves  how  excessively 
wrong,  how  truly  inconsistent,  it  was,  for  any 
person  to  change  his  opinions  when  he  got  older 
and  wiser. 

One  of  the  most  curious  evidences  of  the  spirit  of 
persecution,  which  was  abroad  among  ministeriah-sts, 
s  furnished  by  Lord  Colchester,  under  date  Ma; 
7th   1809.'     He  was  at  that  time  ^'Mr.  Speaker" 
and  was  walking  home  after  church  with  4   Per 
ceval.     The  latter,  communicating  his  thoughts  on 
various  topics,  at  last  comes  to  Cobbett :- 

"He  thought  Cobbett  had  at  last  committed  himself 
in  h,s  paper  upon  the  House  of  Commons'  voteTfor 
yejectmgWFolkestone's  motion  for  a  clmi  ee" 
mquire  mto  the  sale  of  all  places  in  the  State, Ixut 

ttHh    lifr'  "^^^^^^.P^P-'^^  ^^  not  s^stri-r^e 
hat  the  hbel  was  more  violent  than  what  all  the  opposi- 

lon  papers  contamed  every  day;  nor  was  it  such  as  cou  d 
usefully  be  proceeded  upon." 


What  Mr.  Cobbett  had  said,  you  will  find  in 


the 


S   (( 
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Diary  and  Correspondence,"  u.  183. 
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Register  of  the  previous  day.  And,  if  you  think 
that  the  word  "libellous"  applies  to  his  remarks,  you 
have  leave  to  bring  a  charge  of  assault  and  battery 
against  that  man,  who  has  violated  the  sanctity 
of  your  mouth,  in  withdrawing  therefrom  the 
tooth  which  distressed  you,  and  which  embittered 
youi  existence. 

The  foregoing  notes,  somewhat  anticipatory  in 
point  of  time,  will  enable  the  reader  to  understand 
the  danger  which  was  now  attending  Mr.  Cobbett's 
footsteps.  He  was  running  the  gauntlet  of  all 
'hose  who  had  anything  to  fear  from  too  much 
light ;  and  they  naturally  hated  him.  Not  that  he 
was  alone :  the  Reformists  were  increasincr  in 
number.  But  Mr.  Cobbett  was  the  most  daring  of 
the  lot;  inspiring  all  the  rest  with  pluck  and  ani- 
mation. Even  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
division  lists  showed  how  a  feeling  of  shame  was 
growing  upon  a  greater  number  of  its  members. 
As  early  as  1807,  a  Reversion  Bill  passed  the 
Commons,  the  object  of  which  was  to  prevent  the 
future  granting  of  sinecure  places  two  or  three  deep; 
this  was,  however,  thrown  out  in  the  Lords. 


And  all  this  did  not  interrupt  the  joys  down  in 
Hampshire : — 

".  .  .  .  I  have  the  finest  melons,  Indian  corn,  and 
Carolina  beans  that  ever  were  seen." 
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fair,  for  one  day  that  is  k,^l  ''"^!*'"''  «  *«  S'-'^atest 
sever.1  scores  of  .„  of  .rr."  '"  ''"^"'"''-  '^""^  ''^^ 
Cheese,  hops  i^^t^^T.^^  ™-«'  -"  ™h  hacon, 
to  Portsmouth."  '^''O"  Wednesday  he  will  go 

:^^rsrdr::^-i-fra^:s 

matches  to  others  t\.^Zt\  '"'"^  ''"""8  ^"'i 

«°  see  ..y  dols  1*    '-'  '  "»""'  -^  1="'  I  *o"M  like 

^_M.re  „.  „...„„,.. ,  :^xr:i.rr-r;' ■  _ 

a  few  miles  off,  and  one  of  tt    t.f    ,  '°"'''"^  ^'  ^verley. 

seen  ..  ....  .^  w  at  M     m^SS^^TTt  l^  "'  '"^^ '"  ^^  ^^ 

wanted  to  see  the  same  or  tn  ,    t    f^^^^."/'  J^etheravon,  we  who 

to  be,  a  day's  couS:";  ZZ'^S^^fT''''''  ^'^"^  ^  -^-"^er 

day.     Arr.    Beach  Jeived^sv    JS^irir'.^"^^ 
wheat  stiiljble  close  tr,  h;=  ^.  n     i    ^,  ,"^'y-     ^^=  took  us  mto  a 

cr»ck.„,.  M,  w..ira.  ;eX'tV,    Lr.r,t?ff"''''  '""^• 

hitkly  i„  sight  before)  .started  all  ov»  the  fclH  """ '"^ 

like  sheep,  .™<I  we  all  agreed  th"t  iTe  fl„!l,      j'  '"'°  "  "'"'' 

ground."  *■  '"^  ""*  <'■<'  """"  an  acre  of 

wal  S'  t"; -s^l  [r°;;f '":  ?  °"  ^''■'■" "-  ^-i-^.  i 

landlord,'„h„  is  suS",  r^a   f  rXLTf"  '■"■"  "«°  ^  ""  "" 
There  jvere  forty  Uraee  of  gre;Uri;S„";ri^^^^^^^^^ 


The 


lesl 


«^.,v   v;i     litems 

in  the  world  :  from  two  to  three  miles 


E  2 


for 
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"  Hares  and  post-offices  do  not  com^regate  together,  I 
find.  There  is  none  of  the  latter  nearer  to  Everley  than 
this  place  [Andover,  November,  1807].  .  .  .  I  am  now 
starting  for  Everley  with  Nancy,  Mrs.  Cobbett  having 
declined  the  trip.  She  will  go  to  Dr.  Mitford's.  I  saw 
William  at  Winchester,  who  is  grown  very  much,  and  who 
behaved  just  as  a  son  of  mine  ought  to  behave.  So 
cleanly,  so  orderly,  so  attentive,  so  punctual,  and  so 
manly,  just  as  I  was  at  his  age  j  I  hope  the  qualities  will 
be  more  durable  with  him." 

" .  .  .  .  Almost  all  the  money  I  draw  is  expended  in 
preparations  for  planting,  and  in  making  a  new  footpath 
along  the  side  of  my  farm,  in  order  to  stop  up  the  one 
that  passes  through  it,  and  which  is  an  injury  to  the 
estate.  These  pecuniary  pinches  give  me  great  uneasi- 
ness, at  times ;  but  they  will  cease  before  it  be  long ;  and 
if  it  please  God  to  preserve  my  life,  they  will  cease  much 
about  the  time  that  my  grand  planting  scheme  will  be 
actually  completed.  There  is  here  a  little  coppice,  which 
I  think  will  be  to  be  sold ;  and  which  I  intend  you  shall 
have.  .  .  ,  I  am  very  desirous  that  you  should  have  an 
inch  of  land  that  you  might  set  your  foot  upon,  and  say, 
'  this  is  mine.'  But  pray  never  talk  to  any  one  about  these 
matters." 


the  hare  to  run  to  cover,  and  not  a  stone,  nor  a  bush,  nor  a  hillock. 
It  was  here  proved  to  me  that  the  hare  is  by  far  the  swiftest  of  all 
English  animals  ;  for  I  saw  three  hares  in  one  day  run  away  from 
the  dogs.  To  give  dog  and  hare  a  fair  trial,  there  should  be  but  one 
dog  ;  then,  if  that  dog  got  so  close  .as  to  compel  the  hare  to  turn, 
that  would  be  a  proof  that  the  dog  ran  fastest.  When  the  dog,  or 
dogs,  never  get  near  enough  to  the  hare  to  induce  her  to  turn,  she  is 
said,  and  very  justly,  to  run  away  from  them  j  and,  as  I  saw  three 
hares  do  this  in  one  day,  I  conclude  that  the  hare  is  the  swifter 
animal  of  the  two." 
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Mr.  Wright  is  particularly  requested  not  to  lend 
the  httle  mare,  but  to  make  use  of  it  himself  :— 

"I  hope  you  ride  a  good  deal.  I  wish  to  God  you 
would  rise  early.  It  is  the  finest  thing  in  the  world  for 
health  I  am  m  my  coppice  by  six  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing; but  then,  I  am  in  bed  by  ten  at  latest." 

The  following  occurs,  as  a  postscript,  on  the  back 
of  a  letter  to  Wright  :-^ 

"My  dear  little  James,— your  little  dog  is  very  well 
and  the  rabbits  are  in  their  new  house.  God  bless  you' 
— Wm.  C," 

An  old  acquaintance  turns  up,  one  day  in  the 
spring  of  1808: — 

"This  day  the  most  wonderful  thing,  which  I  have 

met  with  in  my  whole  wonderful  life,  has  happened  to 

me.     A   gentleman    came   to   me   this    morning    from 

London,  to  show  me,  and  to  consult  me  upon,  the  pubh- 

cation  of  a  work  upon  Metaphysicks.     He  appeared  to  be 

a  very  learned  and  very  accomplished  man,  and  so  I  find 

him,  upon  some  hours  of  conversation ;  and,  would  you 

believe  it,  he  then  discovered  himself  to  me ;  and  I  found 

him  to  be  the  same  whom  I  left  in  England,  twenty-three 

years  ago,  a  fifer,  in  the  recruiting  party  that  I  belonged 

to!     This   has  occupied   me  the  whole  day.     He  was 

about  two  years  younger  than  myself,  and  I  have  thought 

and  talked  of  him  ten  thousand  times,  having  had  a  most 

affectionate  regard  for  him You  shall  see  my  old 

acquaintance  when  I  get  to  town.' 
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The  letters  of  this  period  are  filled  with  cautions, 
that  every  means  be  taken  to  avoid  occasion  of  real 
ofifcnce.  "  Copy  "  fui  the  Register  is  to  be  carefully 
scanned,  and  communications  from  sympathizing 
correspondents  are  to  be  ■  )ftened  in  their  tone, 
before  committal  to  the  printer.  Some  of  these 
latter  are  far  too  plain-spoken.  An  awakened 
public  opinion,  too  liable  to  rush  to  extremes, 
must  be  kept  within  proper  limits,  as  regards  its 
expression.  There  is  no  disposition  to  go  to  jail 
for  the  sake  of  brilliant  periods  and  caustic  para- 
graphs. The  "villains"  could  be  lashed  vigorously 
enough  without  any  need  of  departing  from  facts. 

Questions  of  libel  were  by  no  means  infrequent, 
during  these  years.  And,  with  Lord  Ellenborough's 
severe  opinions  on  that  topic,  there  was  plenty 
of  reason  to  feat  any  conflict  with  authority.  An 
action  brought  by  an  offended  author  against 
Messrs.  Hood  and  Sharpe,  in  July  1808,  for  a  skit 
upon  a  certain  book  of  travels,  brought  Mr.  Cobbett 
forward,  in  several  letters  upon  the  subject  of 
libel  law ;  in  which  he  pointed  out  very  clearly, 
that  principles  had  retrograded  since  the  days 
of  Pope  and  Swift,  who  certainly  had  no  idea  that 
to  write  and  publish  truth  was  any  crime  :  — 

"  The  whole  tenor  of  their  works  proves,  that,  so  long 
as  they  confined  themselves  to  the  stating  of  what  was 
true,  they  entertained  no  apprehensions  as  to  the  conse- 
quences. .  .  .  They  were  afraid  of  no  constructive  libels ; 


:: 
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nor,  if  they  chose  to  express  their  disapprobation  of  the 
conduct  of  kings  and  princes,  did  they  fear  the  accusation 
of  disloyalty.  And  what  would  they  have  said,  had  they 
been  told  that,  in  their  country,  it  would  become  a  crime 
to  wound  men's  feelings  by  holding  them  up  to  ridicule? 
Ridicule  is  a  thing  that  will  not  attach  where  it  ought  not;' 
&c.,  &c. 

His  own  idea  (which,  however,  he  did  not  always 
put  into  practice)  was  to  live  it  down  ;  and,  as  for 
calumny,  he  had  advised  Mr.  Paull,  and  he  had  so 
advised  others,  to  let  falsehood  come  to  the  in- 
evitable over-reaching  of  itself. 

As  for  caricatures, — 

"Caricatures  are  things  to  laugh  at.  They  break  no 
bones.  I,  for  instance,  have  been  represented  as  a  bull- 
dog, as  a  porcupine,  as  a  wolf,  as  a  sans-culotte,  as  a 
nightman,  as  a  bear,  as  a  kite,  as  a  cur;  and,  in  America, 
as  hanging  upon  a  gallows.  Yet,  here  I  am,  just  as  sound 
as  if  no  misrepresentation  of  me  had  ever  been  made." 

This  was  no  idle  boast.  The  Anti-Cobbett 
squibs  and  caricatures  were  a  standing  source 
of  amusement,  even  with  the  little  boys  and  girls, 
at  Botley  house.  The  articles,  above  alluded  to! 
had  produced  a  fresh  crop.  He  writes  to  Mr. 
Wright  upon  "  our  friends  the  satirists  :"— 

"They  seem  half-distracted.  How  angry  they  are, 
that  I  did  not  take  notice  of  what  they  said  of  myself! 
All  those  who  know  anything  of  me,  know  their  assertions 
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or  insinuations  to  be  false ;  and,  as  to  those  who  know 
nothing  of  me,  they  are  of  no  consequence  to  me,  or  to 
anybody  else." 

But,  the  jealousy  of  the  press  was  beyond  every- 
thing." Unfairness  and  malignity  marked  all 
references  to  Cobbett,  who  was  really  Icing  them 
better  service  than  anyone  individual, beside, could 
be  credited  with.  It  is  true,  he  never  spared  his 
cotemporaries,  when  in  fight ;  but  let  them  be  for 
a  moment  in  trouble,  and  his  shield  was  at  once 
raised,  by  his  proclamation  of  the  Liberty  of  the 

*  The  first  genuine  piece  of  criticism  upon  Cobbett's  writings, 
which  had  any  real  talent,  was  an  a'.ticle  by  Francis  Jeffery  in  the 
Edinburgh  Revie^v  for  July,  1807,  But  it  had  the  same  conspicuous 
failure  which  attended  all  partisan  writers,  and  Whigs  above  all,  in 
their  efforts  to  define  political  consistency. 

This  article  furnished  the  material  out  of  which  all  subsequent 
attacks  upon  Cobbett's  alleged  "tergiversation"  wcsdd  seem  to 
have  been  founded.  While,  however,  there  was  abundant  material 
for  comparison,  there  was  no  impugning  the  justness  of  his  rea:  ons 
for  a  change  of  views ;  nor,  indeed,  was  any  attempt  made  to  do  so. 
Both  Jeffery  and  his  copiers  studiously  avoided  arguing  out  Cobbett's 
conclusions.  It  was  all-sufficient,  in  the  eye  of  a  party  writer,  to 
wreck  a  man's  reputation  who  had  once  openly  forsaicen  a  cause. 

And  yet,  the  reviewer,  near  the  opening  of  his  article,  says  the 
Register  "can  only  be  acceptable  to  men  of  some  vigour  of  intellect, 
and  some  independence  of  principle."  That  was  the  very  root  of 
tl;e  matter.  Imagine  the  Edinburgh  of  that  day  being  acceptable  to 
men  of  any  independence  of  principle  !  The  very  number  in  ques- 
tion  has  an  article  on  Catholic  Relief,  which  not  only  contains  senti- 
ments differing  from  Jeffery's,  but  the  very  opposite  to  those 
enunciated  by  the  same  review  only  three  years  before. 

But  there  was  one  leading  difference  between  the  Whig  writer" 
and  Mr.  Cobbett— they  were  place-hunters  and  he  was  not,  and  no 
awkward  "cnmpnrisons"  could  wipe  out  this  notorious  fact. 
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Press  ;  and  of  his  doctrine  that  there  was  nothing 
so  mean,  '*  nor  so  truly  detestable,"  as  that  of 
seekin^^  through  the  law,  vengeance  for  a  literary- 
defeat.  No  such  p-uero^'ity,  however,  could  be 
remembered  in  th'.;  midst  >f  party  fights  ;  and, 
even  where  there  va '  real  tbility  and  talent,  as 
with  the  Morning  C'.rpnkiJ  under  James  Perry, 
newspaper  polemics  of  that  day  were  marked  by 
misrepresentation  and  abuse. 


The  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Duke  of 
York,  brought  about  by  the  discovery  of  corrupt 
influence  in  the  disposal  of  promotions,  &c.,  kept 
society  amused  for  several  months,  during  the  year 
1809;  and,  indeed,  threw  everything  else  into  the 
shade,  not  excepting  the  new  tide  of  affairs  in  the 
Peninsula.  Mr.  Cobbett  was  in  the  front,  as  might 
have  been  expected. 

The  circumstances  were  these.  The  Duke  of 
York  had  ,now  been  the  Commander-in-Chief  for 
several  years,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  service. 
It  was  generally  acknowledged  that  increased 
eflficiency  and  discipline  had  been  introduced  into 
the  army  since  his  appointment.  Yet,  whispers 
had  begun  to  be. circulated,  conveying  grave  in- 
sinuations against  his  Royal  Highness  ;  and  there 
were  those  who  openly  predicted  his  speedy 
dismissal. 
All  this  was,  however,  treated  by  "the  loval" 
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as  wicked  conspiracy,  libel,  Jacobinism,  and  so 
forth.  And  the  Duke  might  have  escaped  ex- 
posure,  had  it  not  been  for  a  brave  Irishman,  who 
ventured  upon  pubh'shing  his  grievances,^  and 
nskmg  the  inevitable  dangers.  As  it  happened, 
Major  Hogan's  pamphlet  came  just  in  the  nick 
of  time,  gave  the  Duke's  enemies  an  opportunity, 
and  the  Reformists  a  grievance.  Here  is  Mr 
Cobbetfs  first  short  reference,  directing  public 
attention  to  it : — 

''This,  I  scruple  not  to  say,  is  the  most  interesting 
publication  that  has  appeared  in  England  for  many  years 
It  should  be  read  by  every  individual  in  the  nation.  Oh 
what  a  story  does  this  gentleman  tell !  What  a  picture 
does  he  exhibit!  What  facts  does  he  unfold!  If  this 
produce  no  effect  upon  the  public,  why,  then,  we  are  so 
base  and  rascally  a  crew,  that  it  is  no  matter  what  becomes 
ot  us.  We  are  unworthy  of  the  name  of  men,  and  are 
beneath  the  beasts  that  perish." 

The  facts  being,  in  short,  that  Major  Hogan 
found  he  could  get  the  promotion  he  wanted  by 
paymg  500/.  to  the  Duke's  mistress,  Mrs.  Clarke  • 
after  he  had  waited  long  and  hopelessly  for  it,  on 
direct  application  to  the  Duke  himself 
^JTherejvas  some  hesitation  in  accepting  Major 

"'Au  Appeafto  the    Public  and" a  F^rmelf  Address To~the 
Bnt.sh  Army,  by  Brevet-Majo,-  Ilogan,  who  Resigned  his  Commis 

t:::^^^^^^,    '-^  ^^--^^  ^^  ^^^^  A^X  respect.. 
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Hogan's  statement ;  meanwhile,  Finnerty,  who  had 
edited  the  pamphlet,  and  the  publisher,  Bagshaw 
were  prosecuted.      Mr.  Cobbett,  himself,  thought 
the  story  far  too  gross  to  be  true,-that  a  "pecu- 
latmg  pimp,"  (as  he  called  her),  had  gone  round 
to  the  major's  hotel  with  hush-money :  had  been 
refused :  and  that  such  doubtful  personage  could 
be  no  other  than  the  artful  mistress  of  the  Prince 
However,  light  came  upon  the  matter  from  another 
quarter,   which   laid    the   whole  thing   before   the 
public  gaze ;    and,  in    the   end,  caused  rhe  tem- 
porary retirement  of  the  Duke  from  his  office 
_    Mr.  Gwyllym  Lloyd  Wardle«  was  the  agent  of 
inquiry.     He  brought  the  matter  before  the  House 
or    Commons,   in    January,    1809.    supported    by 
several  clear  instances  ;  in  which  it  was  shown  that 
Mrs.    Clarke  was   having  a   large    share    in    the 
patronage  of  the  War  Office,  and  was  making  a 
good  deal  of  money  over  it ;  besides,  that  several 
clergymen   owed   their  advancement  to  her      So 


«  Mr.  Wardle  was  a  man  of  fortune,  a  native  of  Cheshire  wh« 

Duke  of  York  brought  L  Cast  popSy      ''        '"  ^''"^  ""'  ''^ 
Francs  Place  says  that  Colonel  Wardle  was  a  weak  and  fim.VI 
man.  without  the  capacity  to  estimate  either  his  own  powe       ' 
resources,   and  that,  had  he  foreseen  the  trouble  and  vexa  on\ 
jnofon  would  have  occasioned  him,  he  would  not  have  n         ^ 

27^850).  ^  ^xi\.\%\x  Museum  (Addl. 
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there  was  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  ;  many 
witnesses  were  examined, 

'•  Thais  led  the  way,—" 

and  the  faithful  Commons  could  attend  to  nothing 
whilst  this  was  going  on.  Corunna  faded  into 
insignificance,  and  became  a  mocking  sound  •  and 
no  one  seemed  to  think  that  the  war  was  of  any 
consequence,  ui.til  this  interesting  affair  was  dis- 
posed of." 

The  upshot  of  all  was,  that  the  Duke  of  York 
was  exculpated  from  any  guilty  participation  in 
these  malpractices  ;  but  he  at  once  resigned  the 
office  of  commander-in-chief,  and  dismissed  the 
author  of  his  troubles. 

Colonel  Wardle  was  publicly  thanked  for  his 
disinterested  service,  in  all  the  principal  towns  in 
the  kingdom.  He  did  not  escape  malignity  how- 
ever ;  and  his  popularity  on  the  one  hand  was 
balanced  by  persecution  on  the  other,  headed 
by  Mrs.  Clarke  herself  After  the  lapse  of  a 
year  or  so,  she  produced  a  very  naughty,  brazen- 
faced book,  under  the  title  of  "  The  Rival  Princes  ;"  ^ 

J  The  details  of  this  inquiry  are  accessible,  in  'Cc^  AnnuaiR^ster 
of  the  year;  and  Lord  Colchester's  Diary,  vol.  ii.,  gives  some^.uN 
hne  of  the  plans  of  Ministers  concerning  the  Duke's  defence.  Cob- 
» if  T  7^.'  °^  '°"''''  ^""y  entertaining  over  the  matter. 
The  Rival  Princes  ;  or,  A  Faithful  Narrative  of  Facts  rH-ilinP 
to  Mrs.  M  A.  Clarke's  Political  Acquaintance  with  Colonel  Wardle 
Major  Dodd,  .^'c,  &c.,  who  were  concerned  in  the  Charges  against 
the  Duke  of  York."    2  vols.,  London,  iSlo.  ^ 


if 
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expos.ng  her  were  more  or  less  libelled.     It  was  a 
book  that   could   only  have  been  produeedTy  a 
courtesan,  and  it,  probabl,.  did  not  do  any  harm 
e.  her  t<,  Colonel  Wardle.  or  to  any  of  thore'wh ^ 
names   were  mvolved.     Mr.   Cobbetfs   name  an 
pears  m.t,  as  havin,  been  incited  to  anger  a^aiZ 
he  Duke  on  account  of  the  latter  having,  thought 
"  P™^™'  "»'  '"  receive  Cobbett  at  dinger  as  an 
opposition   writer.      Mr     Cohhp-    ,1, 
r„        ,  ,  .  •    ^-obbett    thereupon   in- 

formed his  public  that  hs  l,,j  1,         ■ 
Mrs  Ciark/     7  ''"■"  '""-O'luced  to 

-ars  Clarke,  and  was  invited  to  dine  with  her  ■  but 
that  his  wife  disapproved  of  any  such  quest  o^abfe 
acquaintance,  and  he  didn't  go.'  ="°nable 

It    is    e.«eedingly    probable    that    the    Royal 

spite  of  his  professions  of  loyalty  to  the  constitu 
t.on,and  his  really  affectionate 'reference      ohj 

~Li  ..i"°""  ="p*^  -^  °-.  at  tht 

Martia,.     The  a^^^  ^Xr  a^cf  ^^'^7  "  °^  "^^  ^^^^^ 
gross.     Hereisamildspecimin'-     '  *'  ^^'^uage  fearfully 

J^Now  blush,  thou  unparalleled  liar,,  if  not  at  thy  wickedness,  •> 
creant  to  whom  it  is  applied."         ^        ^  ''°"'°'  ^^  '=°'"<='"Pt  of  the  mis- 
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distance  of  time,  to  learn  that  the  Prince  of  Wales 
and  Mr.  Perceval  were  putting  their  heads  together 
with  a  yJew  to  silencing  him.  That  which  brought 
Mr.  Cf  ^-bett  into  the  one  great  trouble  of  his  life 
happened  soon  after  the  above-mentioned  events. 
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CHAPTER   XVII. 


"THE  OUTCRY  AGAINST  ME  IS  LOUDER  THAN 

EVER." 

banks  of  he  Hambic,  was  now  beginning  to  wear 
a  face  of  .ts  own,  in  .i,e  spring  of  ,808.     Tlie  con 
sol,dat,on  of  two  or  ti,ree  s„all  farn,s,  and    he  ,"' 

Horn  ash,  acaaa,  &c.,  was  the  outline  of  a  plan 
wh,ch  now  showed  some  promise  of  a  return     Mr' 

fortunate  in  raising,  chiefly  from  tf  '  "  '"''''  l^^^'^  "l"ly 
the  different  sort,  o  forest  trees  Icno'  '  ""'\  """"^^^y  ^^  ^''""^^  -11 
rnddie  states  of  North  America  T  °"  "^'  ^''"^'''^  «'^^  ^^  ^^e 
flourishing  plants  which  his  seed-i.ed  l^ ZT  ^""^'^  "^  '""""g  ^"^ 
oft:  lust  summer  bids  fair  to  r  nde  tr  '"^"""^ '"  "^^  '^""^^- 
much  importance  to  our  count" v»  ^  f '  ""  ^'^'^  °"^^'°"  °f 
"  Agricultural  Survey  of  Hamr.ci,;'!.!  »  .olo  '^''-       ^''^'  Vancouver 


i  Survey  of  Hampsli 
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flourishing  and  healthy,  and  a  la-ge  s;,|,ply  of 
material  for  the  I.ondon  stick-makers  appears  as 
part  of  this  year's  cropping.  In  May,  there  is 
another  large  parcel  of  lariJ,  added,  containinj^ 
sixty-seven  acres  of  wood,  besides  araole  land  an- 
water-meadow. 

All  this  makes  the  need  of  any  visit  to  London 
c.til!  mora  irksome ;  and  Mr.  Wright  has  to  do  the 
honour;,  for  his  leader.  There  is  talk  of  a  grand 
demonstration  at  Westminster,  to  celebrate  the 
anniversary  of  Burdett's  election  ;  but  Mr.  Cobbett 
doesn't  care  to  be  dragged  away  from  his  beloved 
fields  into  "  the  cursed  smoke,"  as  he  calls  it  :— 

".  .  ,  .  Go  to  the  committee  by  all  means.  Let  us 
suffer  no  little  slights  to  interfere  with  our  public  duty. 
That  is  the  way  with  those  only  who  are  actuated  by 
selfish  motives.     I  shall  be  in  town  on  Thursday  night 

next,  or  on  Saturday  night If  I  find  all  to  be  good 

men  and  true,  we  will  make  such  a  stir  as  has  not  for 
sometime  been  made.  All  the  gentlemen  whom  I  meet 
with,  are  loud  in  Sir  Francis  Burdett's  praise.  The 
motion  about  the  cashiering  of  ofiices  has  gained  him 
thousands  of  valuable  friends.  So  bent  was  I  upon  call- 
ing for  a  purgation  of  that  d—  House,  that  I  was  resolved 
to  petition  alone,  if  any  one  would  have  presented  my 
petition.  The  nation  is  heart-sick  of  it.  It  i<  ii  ^possible 
for  both  factions  united  to  calumniate  our  n:  s,  if  we 
proceed  as  we  ought,  and  do  not  mix  with  n  of  bad 
character.       here    is    one    Hunt,*    ti  ■  ;tol    man. 

^  I.e.  Henry  Hiait,  who  had  recently  enter  v;   .   -o  public  life 
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'enow,  No.hi:;r;:':rsr*'''''^°™-  ^-^ 
for  hi;  ■"2;::"::;:^ '  {■  '-'''■ '  -  -^^  --^ 

^^omanwhoha    'hnf.,,  '  ™'  '"^  ™eh  ,„  J 

tres'singfor !!:";;;; ^V'ft*'"'""  "J^  "'^"^'""^  "is- 
has  thrown  the  oat  ^ut  ^  ''"'?"  '"='''«  ^°  ''»*«ard, 
-ceoding  onCl;:ZZT^'\  '"'  *^  '»•<> 
myi^rsonal  attendance  is,  IhieTt^f'^'i'""'  "<^««''ry 
alive  and  well ;  but  I  must^  I  u   '     ^'='  '  """' «».  if 

back  on  the  Tuesday  for  f  "  °"  '^  "'"''^>'' """  »»= 
have  many  reasonsTr';  ;;:::'  "'  '7«-  ^''-™.  X 
the  former  prevail  ^        '"  "^  ^°'  '"^ying;  but 

Shtr^ts;:::--"---^^^^^^^^^^ 

.->  year,  I  conid  no.  b  ig'Sto  cl*""""  """^^  "°^- 
raurder  of  properlv      "AT  """  '"''>  ""gram 

about  6000  tre      Lt  no   °™  ''""'^^^  ''as  upon  i, 

.wo.a„d.si.pen  e  'a  t^e     I/tt"'  '"""  "  =■""'"«  '» 
"ill  be  worth  3/.  apfece  a,  r.t         ',"  '"'™'>'  >'^"''''  ""e 

is  the  best  way  ofCuri'nf ,  f  J"^  '^^^    ™''  '  'W-^. 
"  Onlv  th.  1  °""f  ring  a  fortune  for  children  " 
unly  the  day  before  ve<!t.^rHn„  T        i 
.0  town  for  the  ^.,rd,  /n^t  tit  eT.o  MrT™  ^™'' 
>  nttngton,  to  „eet  n,e  there  about  rhe'L!!'-  B^"  w 

;™.  for,„e„ ,,, ,,  fi„uCs!:„rzr.!^^'  »*»  ^«  -'.i 

of  such  old  confidences  ever 
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I  find  that  it  cannot  be,  without  an  inconvenience  and 
risk  which,  I  am  sure,  no  friend  would  wish  me  to  incur, 
especially  as  my  journey  would  produce  little  more  than 
my  own  gratification  at  witnessing  the  assemblage  of  so 
many  public-spirited  men.  You  know  very  well  that  this 
is  my  harvest,  and  that  this  year  I  have  a  tenfold  harvest. 
I  allude  to  the  oak-tree  cutting,  which  must  be  done  while 
the  sap  is  in  the  flood  of  its  spring,  or  not  at  all ;  and  the 
bark,  you  will  observe,  is  of  the  little  thinners  that  I  am 
cutting  upon  my  own  account,  worth  three  times  as  much 
as  the  timber.  In  the  average  of  years,  this  sap  season 
lasts  a  good  month ;  but  the  very  extraordinary  back- 
wardness of  this  spring,  and  the  very  rare  hot  weather 
that  has  come  on  after  it,  has  made  the  season  last  only 
three  weeks,  a  fortnight  of  which  has  already  passed. 
Owing  to  this,  I,  who  waited  till  the  several  companies 
of  fellers  had  finished  the  great  timber,  am  obliged  to 
fall  to  work  on  Saturday,  instead  of  waiting  till  next 
Tuesday.  I  am  compelled  to  set  sixty  men  on  at  once, 
and  as  mine  is  a  work  of  thinning,  it  will  require  my  con- 
stant  attendance  from  the  time  the  men  begin  till  they 
leave  off.  I  must  be  with  them  to  mark  the  trees ;  to  see 
the  effect  of  taking  out  some,  before  we  take  out  others ; 
and,  in  short,  the  health  and  growth,  as  well  as  the  future 
beauty,  of  100  acres  of  the  finest  woods  in  England 
depend  upon  my  personal  attendance  between  Saturday 
and  Wednesday  next.  Nothing  ever  was  more  pointedly 
pefverse;  but  I  trust  that  all  those  who  wished  me  to 
attend  the  dinner  will  be  convinced  that  I  ought  not  to 
leave  home  at  this  time. 

"  I  am  of  opinion,  too  (and  I  should  like  to  hear  what 
the  Major  says  of  the  matter),  that  I  am  of  most  weight 
as  a  spectator  and  comment-maker.     This  way  my  word 
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will  apply  ,„  the  other  case      In  ff,  "''""'"'"S 

-ri,e  .00,  wiA  so  mu  h  Xan  a  J  C  ™""°'  "?  ^"' 
am  most  able  to  aid  .he  caTse  of  "'"^ '"."'"<^''  ' 
quietly  here  mr?  «;„„  '"'=  "Country  is  to  sit 

upon  all  .hit  pas? r.rr"""  '""  ™'"^'«'  °P'"'°- 
notice.  ^      "  "'"'''  "l'P^^'=  "onhy  "f  particular 

out     r,  il        I  ^''°"eht«,  .t  may  as  well  be  left 

Of  indig^n;  feX     b,  'h"  '°™  ""''"  "-  ™«-nce 
than  good"  ^  '    "'  "''^  1"*^'''^  do  more  harm 

Although  he  does  not  go  „p  ,o  the  festival  at 
the    Crown  and  Anchor,"  Mr.  Cobbe.t  does  justice 
to  the   opportunity  as  a  ■■comment-maker'      I„ 
supp«."S  Burdetfs  views,  as   expressed    at  t 
meeting,  he  remarks  :— 

ouulTerr.^tfetr-"'^^^''""^-^' '-"•"« 
appear  a  m^yority  of  "  Zs  „d  ™""'".-°";  "--"■o"" 

re^rm  whi  h  1  Jrecom::e:rarh';:h:in'^;;-:  hir 

wl'erforl      "   '-""'"-ded   by  Mr.   P,t   and   M 

i3for^ttT»do}tt~Tetthr'"^'"'''^'' 

<'es.e  to  promote  its  happi„^e.trL":r:r; 
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do  think  that  Mr.  Perceval  is  such  a  man) ;  but,  before  he 
can  stir  an  inch,  he  has  the  feelings  and  interests  of  the 
borough-mongers  to  con«"'!     '  :  party  to  counteract, 

and  faction  to  mollify.  How  much  more  at  his  ease  must 
such  a  man  feel :  what  a  load  would  be  removed  from  his 
mind,  if  he  could  step  into  a  House  of  Commons  freely 
chosen,  and  having  no  object  in  view  but  that  of  agreeing 
to  what  they  thought  good,  and  opposing  what  they 
thought  bad  !  A  House  of  Commons  in  which  there 
would  be  no  strife  for  office  or  emolument,  and  in  which, 
nine  times  out  of  ten,  truth  would  prevail." 

There  is  an  excursion  to  Cornwall,  in  August, 
on  occasion  of  the  t.ial  of  Sir  Christopher  Ha' .  idns 
and  others,  at  Penrhyn,  for  corrupt  practices  at  a 
past  election.  The  electors  of  Westminster  are 
forthwith  treated  to  a  new  lecture,  upon  the  pre- 
valence of  the  "vile  traffic"  in  scats;  and  Mr. 
Wright  is  favoured  with  an  account  of  the  aspect 
of  things  and  people  as  they  appear  from  behind 
the  scen«>s.  Ono.  rem..rk  is  interesting:  "Not- 
withstanding all  I  have  said  about  the  lawyers 
lately,  the  w^olc  of  them  have  treated  me  with 
distinguished  civility." 

The  following,  dated  jrth  September,  1808,  is 
worth  preserving,  upon  a  subject  roncerning 
which  Mr.  Cobbett  1     a  s(    .e  real  practical  know- 


ledge : — 


"The  essay  upon  planting,  which  you  sent  me  some 
time  ago,  is  very  well  done,  and  is  particularly  interesting 


1 
t 
L 
S 
a 


PLANTING.  5 

marun'm"'''"'^''':™"'"^"''"'-'^'"'''^'  '  '-'d  before 
c„i    r  ^"^  '''^''  '""<''  "e  to  be  cranloved  to 

or  two  „,ay  be  of  great  use  to  him.    Of  two  things,  h„w. 
eve,  I  can  now  speak  •    th  positive  certainty;  vt    thi, 

i./=r:;r;rrrt;:^^^^^^^ 

I  planted  ten  planes,  about  eight  feet  hih      T      f^' 

une  ot  them,  in  the  month  of  Mav  1807  u-^  tk^     1 . 
dead;  but  »y..n,  thinkin,  th  Jlhere^  s      "m^  S 
th.  root,  cut  ,t  off  within  two  inches  of  the  ground 

s,e„       ,!  "  ""^  '""'"  '■•■='  '■'Sh.  ^  beautiful  st'taU; 
stem,  wu,  proper  s.de-branches,  while  the  highest  ofAe 
others  (w,th  heads  too  large  for  their  bodies)  ts  not  mire 
ban  ten  fee,  high.    I  have  proved  .he  sie  w  th™  U 
.or    of  decduous  trees.    Those  who  w..n,,  .,ui,     *fi„ 
plan  a„ons    bout  their  houses,  should  plan.  Jd  cut^^ .„: 
to  the  ground;  and  of  course  those  should  do  it  who' 
plan,  for  profit     If  this  were  done,  you  would  not  see  so 
n^"  '  °^  P°°''  '''*')''  dead-topped  things   caLd 
shrubber^s,  about  new-built  houses     A  ,  ee  „Kn ted 

f  ^t:    :?"r','^'  ""l  "  "  ^°""™"'  ^^«-,'un"  t 
last  M    ci,    A.     "^-P"™'^d  some  -Vmerieau  walnuts 
last  JMarcii;  they  were  three  feet  high  in  the  seed-bed 
Some  I  cut  down  bef„,e  I  plant.d  Lm,  .he  rest  not;' 

and  the  former  art:  now  oc  k.-o-k  „„  .^-  ,  ,,         . ,        ' 
-  -11...  _h  ...^n  aa  the  iatter,  with  fine 
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straight  stems,  while  the  others  are  top-heavy,  and  must 
be  cut  down  at  last,  in  order  to  make  them  grow 
freely.  .  ,  . 

"  The  rascals  in  Portugal  have  made  a  pretty  mess  of 
it !  To  be  sure,  one  cannot  say  how  they  have  been 
criminal;  but  to  me  it  appears  that  both  our  admiral 
and  our  general  ought  to  be  hanged.  ..." 

This  last  paragraph  refers  to  the  convention  at 
Cintra,  by  which  the  French  army  was  permitted 
to  retire  from  Portugal  in  British  ships.  This  ad- 
vantage, granted  to  the  ubiquitous  enemy,  caused 
a  great  popular  outcry  in  England.  The  Hamp- 
shire people  had  a  grand  demonstration  at  Win- 
chester, in  November;  in  which  occasion  Mr. 
Cobbett  took  a  prominent  part. 

Another  useful  scheme  is  now  in  preparation. 
In  his  reading,  necessitated  by  the  production  of 
the  "Parliamentary  History,"  Mr.  Cobbett  had 
found  the  need  of  an  accessible  edition  of  the  State 
Trials;  and  he  resolved  to  supply  the  want  by 
reproducing  them,  with  additional  matter,  in  the 
belief  that  other  students  of  history  would  find  it 
of  advantage.  Mr.  Wright  entered  warmly  into  the 
notion,  and  procured  the  services  of  a  gentleman  to 
act  as  editor.  This  was  Thomas  Bayly  Howell, 
whose  name  has  sometimes  been  associated  with 
the  work.'     But  there  seems  to  have  early  arisen 

«  Mr.  Howell  was  a  barrister,  and  a  very  fair  lawyer,  but  had  no 
taste  for  practice  at  the  bar.    He  pursued    'is  task  with  the  State 
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some  dissatisfaction  with  him,  and  the  cnK^^gemcnt 
went  very  near  to  be  cancelled.  The  followincr 
has  the  first  of  several  references  to  this  matter  i-^ 

"  Enclosed  is  a  letter  for  you  to  read,  and  then  send 

I  cannot  consent  to  a  partnership.     Upon  reading  n,y 

ctter,  you  W.11  see  what  difficulties  it  nn.st  lead  to.  Only 

think  of  having  another  person  invested  with  a  right  a  leeil 

r^t,  to  n.ake  us  a.count,-.,  whose  accountt  l^^ 

himself  would  never  unravel.     I  would  not  take  such  a 

weight  upon  my  mind  for  all  the  profits  of  all  the  books 

n  the  universe.     No,  no  :  you  and  I  were  never  n.ade 

to  have  our  accounts  examined  by  anybody  but  ourselves. 

Besides,  you  know  what  all  authors  are.     They  are  all 

impatient  for  sale.     But  I  need  say  no  more.     My  letter 

will  adjust  everything,  I  am  certain ^ 

".  .  .  I  thank  you  for  the  caricature.     One  would  sup- 
pose   hat  I  had  given  the  hint  myself,  and,  indeed,  I  am 

afraid  the  town  will  say  so.     But,   d the  town  -  I 

care  not  what  it  says  or  thinks  of  me.  .  .  .  We  shall 
have,  I  think,  a  blazing  meeting  at  Winchester,  and  I 
have  written  to  Finnerty  to  come  down.  Mind  Deverell 
Never  say  anything  to  him  that  you  do  not  wish  the  world 
to  know.  He  IS  a  trading  politician,-a  mere  party  agent. 
I  have  several  letters  from  very  respectable  men  in  the 

from  Mr.  Lowth  (a  son  of  Bishop  Lowth),  a  man  of  great 
property,  and  not  leso  re^sivctability.  ... 

"...  William  writes  me  a  letter  every  week,  copies  a 
Trials  until  his  deafh  in  1817,  after  which  date  it  was  carried  on  to 

roTal tr  T^he'^  7'     ''  ^^'^'""^"^  ^^'-'^  thirty-fouTvlte"  n 
the  vi%  J      '"'"^"'"  '''''""  '"'°  ''''  J^^"^^  "f  Hansard,  about 
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page  of  the  history  of  England  every  day,  reads  my  part 
of  the  Register  every  week,  and  is  to  get  as  far  as  the 
Rule  of  Three,  complete,  by  Christmas.     He  rode  from 
school  to  Weyhill  Fair,  and  back,  in  a  day ;  and  he  fre- 
quently rides  to  Winchester  by  himself,  puts  his  horse  up 
at  the  inn,  and,  when  he  has  done  his  business,  goes  off 
home  again.     He  is  not  yet  ten  years  old.     What  a  base 
thing  it  would  be  to  put  such  a  boy  to  have  outlandish 
words  flogged  into  him  by  an  old  dotard  in  a  big  white 
wig  !    Why,  if  you  were  to  put  one  of  these  *  *  *  upon  a 
horse,  he  would  fall  off  into  the  dirt !     I  will,  if  I  live, 
teach  William  ^o  shave  himself,  and  that  will  be  much 
more  useful  to  him  than  Latin  and  Greek.     I  think  of 
sending  Nancy  for  a  year  to  the  nuns  at  Winchester, 
where   they  teach   people   to   talk    French   and    make 
puddings." 

"...  We  have  had  a  good  meeting,  and  Mr.  Finnerty  * 
will  be  with  you  with  the  account  of  it,  some  time  early 
to-morrow.     I  missed  by  a  mere  hair  carrying  a  petition, 
upon  independent  grounds,  against  both  parties.  .  .  the 
Whigs,^  with  their  lords  and  baronets,  had  been  a  week 
preparing  their  address ;  mine  was  done  in  Finnerty's 
room,  while  he  was  getting  his  breakfast ;  and  in  I  went 
to  the  hall  without  knowing  any  soul  on  my  side  but  Mr. 
Smith,  Farmer  Mears,  about  ten  other  yeomen  who  went 
to  dine  with  me,  and  Mr.  Baker,  who  very  boldly  and  well 
seconded  my  motions." 


Peter  Finnerty,  whose  name  occurs  several  times  in  the^e  pages 
was  an  Irishman,  and  had  been  brought  up  as  a  printer.  In  conse! 
quence  of  a  press  prosecution  in  Dublin,  he  came  and  settled  in 
London,  when  he  became  Parliamentary  reporter  on  the  Morning 
■  Chronicle,  and  a  popular  character  in  the  journalistic  ^vorld.  Pie 
died  in  1S16,  aged  fifty-six,  some  time  after  the  close  of  a  term  of 
imprisonment  for  "  libel "  in  Lincoln  jail. 
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"...  I  have  had  letters  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
beseeching  me  to  persevere.  ..." 

Concerning  the  forthcoming  "State  Trials:"— 

"  I  must  confess  that  I  am  less  pleased  t^-ith  this  thing 
than  I  should  have  been,  if  it  had  remained  solely  in 
your  hands.  I  very  much  question  whether  Mr.  H.'s 
taste  IS  so  good  as  your  own ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  that 
we  shall  derive  no  comfort  from  any  connexion  with  an 
author. 

"  But  it  is  too  late  to  reflect;  we  will  go  on  as  well  as 
we  can.      Only   mind  to  be  always  upon  your  guard 
agamst  letting  him  assume  anything  like  a   dictatorial 
tone.     Keep  up  your  own  consequence  ;  for  I  know  that 
your  modest  merit  is  not  very  well  calculated  to  resist 
the  encroachments  of  conceited  importance.  .  .  Be  sure 
to  tell  him  none  of  our   political  secrets.      Suffer  no 
mquiries  into  our  affairs.     Let  him  see  no  copy  of  mine, 
or  my  correspondents.     Tell  him  of  none  of  our  inten- 
tions about  anything.     I  know  how  easy  it  is  for  any  one 
to  worm  himself  into  your  unsuspecting  breast  j   and, 
therefore,  I  give  these  cp.utions.    I  think  I  perceive,  in  his 
letters,  a  mther  consequential  air.     But  I  am  resolved  to 
have  no  partner,  nor  any  one  to  give  me  advice,  except 
yourself.     We  have  gone  on  so  happily,  and  so  advan- 
tageously, by  ourselves,  that  I  am  really  in  a  state  of  alarm 
at  the  prospect  of  admitting  anything  like  an  associate.  • 
It  must  not  be.  ,  .  ." 

A  vacancy  in  the  representation  of  Hampshire 
brings  another  county  assemblage  at  Winchester  -, 
on  which  occasion  Mi.  Cobbett  requires  each  can- 
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didate  to  take  a  pledge,  that,  if  elected,  he  would 
never  accept  the  puWic  money  as  lon^  as  he  hVed  • 
and  would,  moreover,  use  every  endeavour  to  obtain 
redress  of  the  pubhc  grievances,  especially  that 
trymg  one  of  having  their  money  "voted  away  by 
those,  amongst  whom  there  are  many  who  receive 
part  of  that  money." 

•'.  .  .  The  meeting  at  Winchester  was  very  lariie  and 
consisted  of  almost  the  whole  of  the  people  of  co' si  or 
able  property.     Rose  and  his  son  were  deterred  fom 
ai)peanng  at  the  castle.     The  speech  was  infmitely  bet  e" 

re  IteTT,,  '  ''''''  ""''  °^  "^  "^^^'^'  ^-^p'  -"- 
from  '""'•      "^"^  '^'  '"^'''''^  h^-tation 

from  begmmng  to  end  ;  and,  owing  to  the  strength  of 

-y  vo,ce  and  the  clearness  of  my  ardculation,  every  word 
I  sa.d  was  heard  by  the  man  the  most  distant  from  me 

hour  vtr  "'  r?  '''''■  '  ^^"^^  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  v.th  very  httle  mterruption  indeed,  notwithstanding 
I  spoke  to  a  party  assembly,  hostile  to  me.  as  far  as  party 
could  mfluence  men.  I  wish  you  could  have  seen  how 
^^//.  the^^;-.^nooked  after  the  speech  had  been  made  » 
They  went  up  to  the  castle  swaggering,  and  in  crowds  i 

hem  had  the  meanness  to  compliment  me  upon  my 
speech.     I  was  mvited  to  dinner  by  several ;  but  I  went 

o  my  mn  and  dined  with  Mr.  Baker,  another  neigh- 
bourmg  clergyman,  and  Dr.   Mitford,  and  then  set  off 

"No  be  in  no  alarm  about  my  hazarding  my  reputa- 
tion and  happmess  by  standing  as  a  candidate  for  this 
county,  or  for  any  other  place.     That  I  never  will  be      If 
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any  body  of  electors,  anywliere,  have  a  mind  to  choose 
me,  witliout  giving  mc  any  troiil)le,  I  will  serve  ;  but  at 
this  time,  I  have  not  the  least  desire  for  that  ;  on  my 
own  account,  I  should  wish  not ;  but  I  am,  in  such  a 
case,  not  to  consider  myself  only.  I  feel  that  I  should 
have  power  to  serve  with  great  effect  ;  and  I  shall  never, 
I  hope,  be  backward  to  make  any  useful  sacrifice.  But 
I  never  will  ask  anybody  to  elect  me. 

"  The  boys  have  met  me  at  Winchester  sometimes  ; 
and  it  is  no  bad  school  for  them.     While  I  was  speaking,' 
I  saw  in  the  crowd  several  persons  from  Farnham,  whom 
I  had  never  seen  before,  since  I  was  their  j^laymate.     I 
saw  many  to  whom  I  used,  when  a  boy,  to  make  a  very 
low  bow.     Lord  Temple  came  and  shook  hands,  even 
after  the   speech.      And  I  must  say  that  I  think   Mr. 
Herbert  ^  a  very  modest  young  man.     In  one  part  of  my 
speech,  an  attorney  of  the  Rose  party,  who  stood  just 
under  the  window,  made  an  attempt  to  excite  a  clamour ; 
but  I  fixed  my  eye  upon  him,  and,  pointing  my  hand 
downright,  and  making  a  sort  of  chaj:l:ising  motion,  said, 
'  Peace,  babbling  slave  ! '  which    produced  such  terror 
amongst  others,  that  I  met  with  no  more  interruption. . ." 

That  Mr.  Cobbctt  was  unwilling  to  join  In  a  cry 
against  a  public  character,  without  reason  or 
justice,  was  often  manifest.  His  entire  freedom 
from  party  bias,  as  such,  accounts  for  the  frequent 
distrust  which  he  inspired,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
helped  to  keep  away  from  him  the  temptation  to 

»  The  Hon.  William  Herbert,  one  of  the  candidates.  He  after- 
wards  "^took  the  pledge,"  as  far  as  regarded  pensions  and  sinecures, 
but  vvould  not  biiid  himself  to  decline  the  offer  oi  a  place. 
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hunt  a  man  down  merely  because  he  was  an  op- 
ponent I^or  example,  he  did  not  readily  give  ear 
to  the  charge  made  against  the  Duke  of  York  on 
the  part  of  Major  Hogan,  although  he  was,  at  the 
very    t.me,    ra.smg    the   question    of    the   Duke's 

i:;i  r  "r  Lrof'r  ^ 

tnbc  of  malignant,  unreasoning  scribblers  ;  but  he 
has  no  ,dca  of  weakening  his  own  writings  by  an 
appeal  to  what  looks  uncommonly  like  an  invenLn. 

Maior  "^'Tr  kk^  ™'  '''"'''   ^""'"^^  '°  "-e 

hat  he  behoves  "  Major  Hogan  has  certainly  told 

a  d-—  he,  and  ought  to  be  exposed.  .  As 

for    Hague,,  he  really  seems  to  have  courted  a 

He  presently  adds  :— 

"They  are  fools,  however,  for   touching  him      But 
thus  they  w,ll  go  on  to  the  end  of  the  chapter     /!,t 

a  Td  o,:  f  "r  "'r"-    "°"  "--^  beer  Tz 
as  I  do— let  slander  work  itself  dead ! 

"  •  .  •  Bagshaw's  way  is  to  be  very  quiet-  when  anv 

one  menfons  the  matter  to  him,  to  say  th     I  did  ns 

others  do,  sold  the  book  because  it  was  called  for     Thi 

pmsec„.,„n  ,s  .!»  very  foolishes.  thing  that  the  Duke    f 

York  ever  was  advised  to  do.    H.-rd  he  not  begun  this 

Hogan  would  h.ave  gone  nearly  to  whitewash  him  ' 

PoorHnnertyl  what  the  devil  did  he  suffer  himself 'to 

•  Author  of  another  attack  on  the  Duke. 
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be  so  provoked  for  ?     I  hope  he  will  not  incur  a  prosecu- 
tion for  Ilogan.  ... 

"  As  to  Howell,  I  always  was  afraid  of  him.     I  know 
that  he  IS  what  the  French  call  '  un  homme  a  grandes  pre 
tensio>,s;'  as,  indeed,  all  your  authors  are.  .  .  They  think 
that  every  book  that  is  printed  is  so  much  money  coined 
1  hey  take  the  price,  the  full  retail  price,  of  a  volume,  say 
a  guinea-and-a-half,  then  they  take  the  number  of  copies 
and  hence  they  reckon  that  the  bookseller  has  so  many 
guineas  and  halves  in  his  drawer,  the  moment  the  book 
^printed.     You  cannot  beat  this  out  of  their  brains. 
They  W.11  have  It  so.     Then  they  are  full  of  their  college 
conceit,  which  IS  so  intolerable.  .  .  .  With  such  people'a 
partnersh.p  would  be,  for  you  and  me,  a  most  uncomfon 
able  thing.     I  greatly  approve  of  the  scheme  of  a  '  fa^  •  ' 
ar^d  as  to  expense,  four  guineas  a  week  would  be  chet 
But  he  must  work  and  be  obedient.  .  .  .  j  ,ouId  soon"; 
g    ean  additional  gumeaa  week  on  the  score  of  .^.^.^ 
than  on  the  score  of /./,.,.•  though  there  must  be  con 
siderable  talent  too.     If  you  can  get  rid  of  H.,     shall 

axe  1  hey  a  ways  have,  and  will  have,  the  insolence  to 
think  themselves  our  betters;  and  our  superior  calms 
and  industry,  and  power,  and  weight,  only  excite  hS 
envy.  lam  heartily  sorry  we  ever' hid  a'ny  h  1  to  d, 
with  H.  All  this  may  blow  off;  but  I  sha/n  "er  have 
confidence  in  him.  .  .  .  ^^^ 

"I  will  write  to  the  major,^  and  to  Holt  White  unon  th. 
'  Cartwright. 
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"  He  sure  to  send  ofT  ;?.(,7>/.r  to  Lord  Coclirnne,  up  to 
this  tunc.  He  IS  not  co.ne  home.  And  no  one  can  tell 
when  he  will.  I'ray  do  net  neglect  this  a  day.  I  should 
like  hun  to  see  that  I  did  justice  to  him  in  this  country. 
He,  after  all,  is  the  best  member  for  Westminster 

"Nancy  will  copy  the  manuscript  of  which  you  spoke 
lately.  She  coi)ied  the  whole  of  the  Winchester  proceed- 
ings, wuh  only  three  errors." 

The  dissatisfaotion  vvitli  Mr.  Hovvcl!  would 
appear  to  have  arisen  partly  frora  an  extreme 
slackness  in  providing  "  copy ; "  and.  with  this,  a 
disposition  to  consider  his  own  remuneration  as  of 
the  first  importance.  The  difficulty,  however,  did 
blow  over. 

The  following  refers  to  a  letter  of  Major  Cart- 
wright's  on  the  affairs  of  Spain  :~- 

"...  Now,  as  to  the  major's  letter.  Room  I  am 
ready  to  spare  him  for  four  or  f^ve  columns.  But,  if  you 
have  the  smallest  doubt  upon  the  libel  subject,  do  not 
put  It  m.  Mark  well  every  word  relating  to  the  Parlia- 
ment. Ferdinand,  mind,  must  not  be  libelled  ;  and  any- 
thing  ts  a  libcL  If  you  can,  by  leaving  out,  or  altering, 
or  adding,  or  qualifying,  make  it  quite  safe,  put  the  letter 
m  ;  but  not  else.  .  .  ." 

This  one  appeared  in  the  Register,  but  with 
reference  to  a  succeeding  letter  :— 

".  .  .  Upon  looking  at  the  major's  last  letter,  page  944, 
I  am  induced  now  to  tell  you  not  to  put  in  his  letter  if 
there  be  the  smallest  thing  doubtful  in  it.     It  may  suit 
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CORUNNA. 
l|im  to  accuse  the  judges,  and  the  Attorney-Gcncnl  •  ... 

ncvcMo,,.,,  a  hair  of /„•.„„„,     Tj.'t,  n!i!:;,  ™"'" 

.hJ'2r'  '"■"'■' °fCoru„„.-,  came,  and  routed  up 
T  oo  M,'"^? ,"":=•  '■"  ''-■  -'--  of  January 
Iwoof  M  .,.  Cobbetfs  brothers  were  with  the  forees 
there,  a„u  „o  tiding.,  had  eome  from  them  :_ 

for  7o!:;-  ^i*;*  td'"  "':  "■'  J-  ■"  ^^  *anl.  to  ,o„ 

easily  eont  eive  what  he  m„«,  f    i  i  '  *="" 

dying  son  in  my  am       M      ^  ', '';"""  V^^^'f  ''^'J  a 
wliom  love  thXT  ;i,  *'*"  ""''  ''"'•■"•  '""h  of 

ing  witCi  f    L,  :*'"!  ^".''  '''=''''^'  •-■«  -l-ost  hurst. 

scusihlymy^.f-'.^.J':;;^"^"'"-     '"''^^■'''   '  f'^'  "»' 
y  iiyicll.      1  he  whole  nation  will  be  in  mourning." 

The  two  brothers,  Tom  and  Frederick  Reid  are 

safe,  however      T  t>fln   \r  .  '    ^ 

Wright :  J  "'^  ^"'^^  ^^^"^  to  Mr. 

"Dear    SiR,-My   papa   being   veri-   busv    h.   u 
.  -e  action,  nuther  have  they  been  much 
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engaged  in  active  service,  as  some  have.     And,  indeed, 
mama  and  papa  feel  very  much  surprised  and  indignant 
at  not  having  heard  from  them  at  all,  I^nowing  that:  they 
have  been  at  Corunna  almost  all  the  time,  and  having  had 
so  many  opportunities  (which  they  must  have  had)  of 
writing  either  to  papa  or  mama.     Papa  is  so  much  vexed, 
that  he  says  now,  if  he  had  known  the-  had  been  at 
Corunna  all  this  time,  he  would  not  have  gone  to  Ports- 
mouth after  them  as  he  did.     The  colonel,  he  said,  told 
him,  if  they  came  there,  he  would  send  them  over  to 
Botley  directly.     While  papa  was  there,  he  found  out 
some  officers  of  the  loth  dragoons:  he  went  directly,  and 
sent  in  his  name  by  a  waiter,  and  begged  to  know  whether 
Major  Palmer  was  there,  or  whether  he  was  safe.     Upon 
hearing  their  major's  name,  two  or  three  came  to  him  and 
told  him  he  was  safe  at  Plymouth,  which  was  good  hear- 
ing.    Mama  will  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  send  her  down  a  box  of  the  biscuits 
you  have  gotten  several  times ;  they  are  to  be  got  at  the 
corner  of  Bond  Street,  in  Piccadilly.    She  is  quite  ashamed 
to  trouble  you  ;  but  a  lady,  one  of  the  Miss  Boxalls,  is 
coming  here  to  stay  some  time  next  week,  and  she  never 
eats  bread,  always  those  biscuits ;  and  there  are  none  to 
be  got  in  Southampton.    Mama  and  papa  desire  to  be  very 
kindly  remembered  to  you.    Excuse  haste.    I  remain,  &c., 

"  Anne  Cobbett." 
The  very  interesting  inquiry  into  the  private 
affairs  of  the  Duke  of  York  was  perilous  to  editors 
and  pamphleteers.  Mr.  Wright  sends  word  down 
to  Botley  of  his  increasing  fears  lest  his  chief 
should  be  compromised  ;  and  not  without  reason. 
The    exasperation  of    ministerialists    was    at  its 
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height.  Their  writers  brought  forth  wild  imputa- 
tions against  the  opposition  scribblers,  and  twisted 
and  tortured  their  language  and  their  meaning.  In 
vain,  however;  facts  could  not  be  gainsaid,  and 
upon  facts  alone  they  relied.  The  Examiner 
which  was  then  young,  got  into  trouble  over 
Major  Hogan ;  the  Morning  Chronicle  was  in 
danger.  But  nothing  could  stop  the  ball  which 
Colonel  Wardle  had  set  rolling. 

And,  just  as  Mr.  Cobbett  had  hesitated  over 
Major  Hogan,  he  is  still  as  cautious  as  ever  con- 
cerning Wardle ;  and  wants  to  know,  first,  his 
correspondent's  opinion  as  to  Wardle's  capability 
to  bring  forward  proof  of  his  charges,  before 
entering  the  lists  himself.  Yet,  the  game  being 
started,  he  laughs  away  fear ;  and,  acknowledging 
the  kindness  of  Mr.  Wright's  expressions  of  anxiety, 
he  says  he  "  must  stand  the  brunt.  No  flinching 
would  either  be  honourable  or  politic."  He  will 
defy  prosecution,  rather  than  give  up  the  fight, 
much  as  he  "  loves  his  fields  and  woods." 

One  singular  incident  of  this  period  is  the  case 
of  Miss  Taylor  ;  a  lady  who  had,  unfortunately  for 
herself,  to  give  evidence  of  her  acquaintanceship 
with  Mrs.  Clarke.  She,  with  hei  sister,  had  kept  a 
school,  and  the  two  were  earning  a  respectable 
livelihood.  There  was  not  the  slightest  ground  for 
tainting  her  character  ;  but,  having  to  admit,  upon 
ft  very  unnecessary  and  m^ -icious  cross-txamina- 
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tion,  that  she  was  not  born  in  wedlock,  the  fathers 
and  mothers  of  that  moral,  that  highly-toned  age, 
could  not  brook  the  notion  of  their  children  being 

educated    by  a    ,    whatever    name  offended 

society  chose  to  give  her.     Her  appearance  in  the 
inquiry  was  the  prelude  to  immediate  ruin,  fur  her 
pupils  suddenly  vanished  ;  and,  as  the  affair  got 
into  the  papers,  it  was   felt  by  some  of  the  new 
"patriots  "  that,  to  some  extent,  she  was  a  martyr 
to  the  cause.     So  they  got  up  a  subscription :«  Mr. 
Cobbett    leading  the  way  ;  and  she  was  eventually 
provided  for.     They  should  get  husbands,  he  says 
in  o,;,'  of  his  letters,  "  in  spite  of  the  Morning  PosC 
Bui,  v.-,Ui  his  characteristic  pertinacity,  he  will  have 
the.   money  invested   in   no   treacherous   "Scrip." 
Lord  Folkestone  suggests  India  Bonds  as  a  mode 
of  investment ;  but  Cobbett's  answer  is  that  not 
one  farthing  of  money,  the  disposal  of  which  lies 
with  him,  shall  ever  be  laid  out,  for  one  hour,  in  any 
India  or  Government  security. 

"  I  am  fixed  as  a  rock  never  to  have  any  hand  in  doing 
anything  that  shall  tend  to  keep  the  Funds  and  the 
xNabobs  in  countenance.     It  would   be   a  pretty  thing 

»  The  inevitable  pamphlet  appeared-a  very  funny  one  in  this 
ca.se.  For  the  niformation  of  the  curious,  the  title  is,  "Caution 
aganist  Future  Subscriptions  for  Prostitutes  and  their  Associates, 
with  Free  Animadversions  on  several  Political  Gentlemen  who  have 
been  Prominently  Active  in  Promoting  Subscriptions  for  Miss 
Taylor;  with  Particulars  of  the  Duke  of  York  and  Mrs.  Clarke" 
(London,  1809). 


ESPIO.VAGE. 


^i 


li> 


indeed  for  me  to  appeal  to  the  compassion  of  the  public, 
in  order  to  raise  the  means  of  supi^orting  these  infernal 
impostures.  No,  I  will  do  no  such  thing,  and  besides,  I 
do  not  believe  that  the  money  would  '     secure." 

" From  the   article   whiL      ajjpeared  in   the 

Courier  of  Saturday,  it  is  beyond  a  doubt  that  one  of  two 
things   must  have    taken  place  ;    either  a    copy  of  the 
Rt'},'ister,  or  of  proofs,  must  have  been  gotten  out  of  Mr. 
Hansard's  office  ;  or  my  '  copy  '  must  have  been  read  and 
copied  at  the  post-office,  previously  to   its  going  to  you. 
This  latter  would  not  at  all  surprise  me;  and,  indeed,  I 
believe  it  to  have  been  so.     But  I  wish  you  to  speak 'of 
It  to  Hansard,  and  ask  him  for  answer,  positively,  whether, 
to  his  knowledge  or  belief,  my  copy  did  prematurely  get 
out  of  the  priming-office.     Because,  this  is  a  thing  to  sta'te. 
It  is  another  striking  instance  of  the  desperateness  of  our 
opponents. 

"  The  news  from  the  continent » is  not  quite  so  good  as 
we  thought  it.     That  rogue,  Boney,  will  certainly  put  an 
extmguisher  upon  another  venerable  order  of  things,  and 
we  shall  (Lord  have  mercy  upon  us  !)  have  another  gang 
of  kmgs  and  princes  to  keep.     It  is  odd  enough  that  we 
never  get  a  queen  here.     We  may  have  the  Queen  of 
Naples -anon,  perhaps.     'The   Archduke    Charles    and 
George  Rose'  is,  I  hear,  a  toast  at  Southampton,  which 
really  does  make  me  hesitate  before  I  decidedly  pray  for 
the  arcnduke's  further  '  success,' and  before  I  draw  out 
my  handkerchief  again  to  weep  for  the  capture  of  Vienna 
If  George  Rose  wishes  success  to  the  Austrians,  it  is  I 
thmk,  a  pretty  good  proof  that  their  success  does  not 
tend  to  our  good.     The  sheep  must  necessarily  have 

»  The  Austrians  had  just  suffered  two  serious  defeats. 
G   2 
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wishes  in  opposition  to  those  of  the  wnlf     t 

eo  the  ft  e  of   h  '"  "!       "'  ''"™"''^'  ""^  «°n«led 

a  jackass  of  the  real  royal  blood,  fwo  brLofAnd  '  '  "' 
pointers,  and  some  merino  shee,r ,,,!  ,'"^,'^"^'""^"" 
11V.  so.Vf  t„  k    .u        '""'no  sneep ;  the  wlio  e  of  which 

-f:t?s:e„Tt£:^^^^^^^^^ 

The  "rascals"  were  now  at  work  over  the  Court- 
Mar^^al.  As  related  in  an  earlychap.erof  this  wl^ 

circulated  broadcast  over  the  country.     Thousands 
of  copies  were  sent  into  Hampshire';  and  ba^of 
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them  were  brought  down  by  people  from  London 
in  their  carnages,  and  tossed  out  to  the  passers-by.' 
For  once  in  a  while,  then,  Mr.  Cobbett  thinks  it 
proper  to  notice  the  current  calumny.     Although  it 
IS  obvious  that  the  object  of  the  attack  is  to  discredit 
him,  and  thus  endeavour  to  destroy  the  effect  of  his 
weekly  writings,  the  story  can  be  told  in  a  different 
way  when  it  is  discovered  that  part  of  it  has  been 
suppressed ;    whilst  the  motive  can,  at  the  same 
time,  be  exposed  and  expounded.     Here  are  Mr 
Perceval  and  Lord  Castlereagh  conniving  at  the 
sale  of  seats  in  Parliament/  and  being  exposed  to 
the  world:    is  it  any   wonder  that  they  should 
retaliate.?     Is  it  any  wonder  that  they  also  find 
a  story  to  tell  ? 

But  the  Weekly  Political  Register  having  de- 
voted  twenty  columns  to  a  version  of  the  story 
which  has  truth  and  manliness  in  every  sentence' 
and  which  throws  still  more  light  upon  the  mean- 


Mr.  Madocks  had  brought  forward  distinct  charges  of  corruD- 
^n  aga,nst  these  two  ministers,  but  the  House  negatived  hf,  IZn 
for  .nqu.ry      Th.s  case  of  "  stifling  »  was  one  of  the  most  bare  fa  eS 
of  even  that  dark  age  the  debate  going  off  on  the  dangers  of  P  r  fa 

"der^of  M  "'.."n  ^'^^"^'-'"g-^  we  derive  from  the  present 
order  of  thmgs."  One  thing  is  certain,  that  not  a  soul  n  that 
House  doubted  Madocks's  case.  The  "fiction,"  min  V 
bered  eighty-five,  of  whom  Sir  Samuel  Ry  "  ^  He" 
thought  ,t  .mpolitic  of  the  ministry,  on  their  own  a""un  to  "y 
and  fcreen  themselves,  and  justly  concluded  that  the  debate  and 
••Lr-rf'eT""'""^"'  upon  the  cause  of  Reform.     (  S/hi' 
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ness  of  its  opponents  :  the  thing  drops  out  of  si-ht 
and  hearing!  If  anybody  does  bring  it  up  again, 
it  is  only  the  exulting  accused  himself,  who  has 
found  one  more  opportunity,  at  their  own  hands, 
of  disconcerting  his  antagonists. 

He  is  urged  to  pursue  the  matter ;  but  he  pro- 
tests  his  unwillingness  to  take  up  his  time,  and 
that  of  his  readers,  with  personal  matters.  He  has 
only  done  it  now  because  it  gives  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  up  the  "  incomparable  baseness" 
of  Corruption  ;  and  the  futility  of  her  resistance  to 
the  impending  Reform :  the  blind  and  passionate 
course  which  she  is  taking,  in  order  to  stifle  inquiry. 
One  letter  from  Botley,  referring  to  this  matter, 
is  worth  quoting  : — 

"...  As  to  the  twenty-two  letters,  I  have  full  copieo 
of  all  the  principal  ones,  and  memorandum  copies  of  all 
the  others.      But,  is  it  not  evident,  internally  evident, 
that  letters  were  suppressed  ?     Does  the  thing  begin  with 
my  charge  ?     No,  I  cannot  take  your  advice  in  keeping 
the  thmg  up.     Those  who  like  the  fun  of  seeing  me  on 
my  defence,  have  either  very  little  regard  for  my  reputa- 
tion, or  very  little  taste.     It  is  useless  to  write  any  more 
about  it.     What !  do  you  really  think  I  would  condescend 
to  answer  any  one,  who  should  call  upon  me  to  pro- 
duce  letters,  from  which  I  make  extracts,  and  which  I  say 
I  have  before  me  ?    Why,  don't  you  see  that  even  already 
the  Post  calls  my  extract  from  my  letter  to  Pitt  a  'fabri- 
cation '  ?    What  nonsense  is  it,  then,  to  talk  of  producing 
the  letters !     Would    not   they   be   called   fabrications 
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too  ?  Oh,  no !  there  may  be  just  a  sentence  or  two  ; 
but  there  must  be  no  more  defences,  take  my  word  for  that. 
....  I  will,  at  any  time,  show  Finnerty,  Power,  or  any 
friend,  the  original  letters  from  the  Secretary-at-War  to 
me,  and  mine  to  him  \  and  also  my  letter  to  Pitt,  and  all 
the  charges.  But  I  cannot  condescend  to  do  this  to  the 
public  ;  indeed,  it  is  impossible.  They  must  believe  me, 
or  let  it  alone." 

Again : — 

"  As  to  the  public-robbers,  one  must  /<75^  by  a  continua- 
tion of  the  warfare  with  them.  It  is  impossible  to  answer 
fellows  who,  in  their  very  signature,  call  'Scoundrel.' 
Seriously  to  sit  down  to  answer  such  fellows  would  be 
to  degrade  oneself  in  an  oblous  manner.  That  will 
never  do.     Besides,  the  thieves  are  beaten.  .  ." 

Lose :  indeed !  the  day  had  come,  at  last.  On 
the  very  morrow  of  these  swaggering  lines  being 
penned,  the  Political  Register  had  committed  itself. 

As,  when  the  heated  pursuer,  sure  of  his  game 
as  far  as  will,  and  equipment,  are  concerned,  is 
brought  to  the  ground  by  some  mean  and  uncon- 
sidered obstacle:  so  this  eager  one,  at  the  very 
heels  of  his  adversaries,  finds  himself  suddenly 
prostrate.  And  the  now- exulting  foe  stands  over 
him;  while  cries  of  Habet !  Habet !  sound  upon 
his  ears. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

«  COMPARED  WITH  DEFEATING  ME,  DEFEATING 
BUONAPARTE  IS  A  MERE  TRIFLE." 

If  there  is  one  thing,  more  than  another,  charac- 
teristic of  the  British  soldier,  it  is  his  attachment 
to  home.     Home,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  hearts  of 
his  countrymen,  as   well   upon   the  hearth  of  his 
parents.     You  cannot  make  a  hireling  of  him  ;  nor 
IS  he  a  mere  worshipper  of  glory.     The  links  that 
bmd  him  to  his  comrades  are  the  same  with  those 
which    remain    unsevered   between   him   and   the 
civihan-class  whence  he  sprang.     This  is  obvious 
enough,  when  we  consider  the  general  demeanour 
of  the  people  toward  his  profession.     You  may 
see  it,  plainly,  when  the  soldier  is  "in  trouble  ;"  or 
when  two  red-coats  are  quarrelling  in  the  street  -1 
but,  specially,  on  that  supreme  occasion  when  the 
band  is  playing  "  The  girl  I  left  behind  me  !  " 

But  there  have  been  times  where  there  was 
danger  of  these  affections  being  sundered.  Notably 
during  the  later  days  of  the  Regency,  when  army- 
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legislation  went  far  to  make  the  soldiery  a  distinct 
class,  with  interests  hostile  to  those  of  "  the  mob." 
And,  during  the  great  war,  the  employment  of 
German  mercenaries  for  purposes  of  home  defence 
(whilst  the  English  forces  were  shedding  their  blood 
on  the  soil  whence  those  had  been  deported)  was 
naturally  productive  of  some  ill-feeling  toward  the 
military  profession. 

Of  the  popular  sentiment,  concerning  this  topic, 
there  was  never  a  better  exponent  than  Mr.  William 
Cobbett,  late  of  the  54th.     His  constant  boast  was, 
that  he  had  been  a  soldier,  and  knew  soldiers  "  as 
well  as  any  man  that  ever  breathed."     His  appeals 
on  their  behalf,  whether  addressed  to  the  legisla- 
ture or  to  the  people,  breathe  unfaltering  affection 
toward   them.       He   would    defend   them,   would 
support  them,  would   animate   and  would   advise 
them,  as  his  brethren.     And,  while  inculcating  a 
spirit  of  respect  and  affection  toward  them,  on  the 
part  of  the  people,  he  constantly  objected  to  every- 
thing likely  to  tend   to  the   degradation   of  the 
military  character  and  calling.     Did   a   company 
pass  through   Botley,   he  would   superintend  the 
billeting ;  and  could  not  rest  until  men  and  officers 
were  suitably  entertained.     His   army  plan,  pub- 
lished in  1806,  was  entirely  upon  these  lines:  that 
the  military  should  be  bound  to  their  country  by 
the  same  ties  with  the  rest  of  the  nation;     His 
anecdotes  of  soldier=life  would,  alone,  fill  a  large 
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volume ;  and.  throughout  his  long  life,  there  was 
no  source  from  which  he  could  so  readily  draw  a 
pomted  illustration  of  virtue,  of  energy,  or  of 
loyalty. 

During  the  year  1809,  his  Majesty's  ministers 
had  much  to  harass  them  ;  and  not  the  least  of 
their  anxieties  was  the  conduct  of  the  liberal  part 
of  the   newspaper  press,  concerning  Flogging  in 
the  Army  and  Navy.     They  were  all  condemning 
the  tortures  of  the  lash :  the  abuse,  itself,  being 
then  as  bad  as  it  could  be.     Such  was  the  outcry 
against  it,  that  it  became  evident  that  there  would 
have  to  be  a  struggle  over  the  matter  ;  and,  in  the 
fight  which  did  ensue,  may  be  traced  some  of  those 
elements  which  eventually  gave  greater  freedom  to 
the  press  of  this  country.     It  was  known,  at  this 
period,  that  newspaper-writers  had  been  warned 
and  that  a  severe  example  would  be  made  of  the 
first  offender. 

The  Attorney-General,  then,  is  on  the  watch ;  and 
woe  betide  the  wretch  who  defies  Sir  Vicary  Gibbs  ! 

And  who  is  to  be  the  victim  .?  Shall  it  be  Tames 
Perry  or  Redhead  Yorke }  or  those  daring  young 
brothers,  whose  Examiner  is  slashing  away  at 
everything  and  everybody  they  choose  to  disagree 
with,  and  who  have  just  had  such  a  narrow  escape 
over  Major  Hogan  }  or  one  or  other  of  those  pro- 
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vincial  editors,  who  would  cut  off  a  little  finger  for 
the  sake  of  publicity  and  a  wider  circulation  ? 
Perhaps  one  of  these.  But  there  is  game  that 
must  be  brought  down,  if  possible :  the  •'  must " 
being  so  urgent,  that  the  game  shall  be  started 
by  our  very  best  dogs.  No  inefficient  pointing 
here,  if  you  please. 

Accordingly,  ministerial  newspapers  make  osten- 
tation of  flogging-cases.  The  interests  of  the 
country  demand  :  and  so  on.  The  exigencies  of 
the  nation  require :  and  so  forth.  The  naval  and 
military  forces  are  hot-beds  of  sedition,  and  nothing 
was  ever  known  to  cure  that,  but  the  cat-o'-nine- 
tails. And  we  shall  lie  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy, 
if  the  entire  nation  is  not  sound  on  the  subject 
of  mutiny :  let  us  not,  then,  be  mealy-mouthed  in 
the  stern  path  of  duty ! 

And  the  Courier,  in  its  stern  path,  records  (24th 
June,  1809)  •* — 

"  The  mutiny  amongst  the  local  militia,  which  broke 
out  at  Ely,  was  fortunately  suppressed  on  Wednesday, 
by  the  arrival  of  four  squadrons  of  the  German  Legion 
cavalry  from  Bury,  under  the  command  of  General  Auck- 
land. Five  of  the  ringleaders  were  tried  by  a  Court- 
Martial,  and  sentenced  to  receive  500  lashes  each,  part 
of  which  punishment  they  received  on  Wednesday,  and  a 
part  was  remitted.  A  stoppage  for  their  knapsacks  was 
the  ground  of  complaint  that  excited  this  mutinous 
spirit,  which  occasioned  the  men  to  surround  their 
officers,  and  demand  what  they  deemed  their  arrears." 


I 
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Now.  first,  what  is  flogging-rathcr,  what  was 
>t .  Let  us  have  a  {<,^^  of  Mr.  Cobbctt's  remini- 
scences before  wc  proceed  ;— . 

"At   the  flogging  of  a  man,   I  have  frequently  seen 
even  or  e.ght  men  fall  slap  upon  the  grc^md,  unlb  e 
0  endure    the   s.ght,  and   to    hear   the  cries/ without 
swoomng  away.     We  used  to  lift  them  back  a  little  way 
take  off  their  stocks,  and  unbutton  their  shirt  colj 
and  they  came  to  after  a  little  while.     These  were  as 
stout  hardy,  and  bold  men  as  anywhere  to  Z^Z, 

geant-major  s,x  years  of  the  time,  have  seen  men  receive 
their  flogging  at  tunce,  at  thrice,  and  I  remember  a  man 
named  Valentme  Hickey,  who  received  his  flogginTa; 

"  •  .  .  In  addition  to  the  pain  of  the  floKcins   the 
%ged  n,an  has  to  pay  the  drum-^ajor  for  the'Lof  the 

"  Tfc^.  whip-cord  may  be  large  or  small.  Our.  used  to 
be  as  thtck  as  the  very  thickest  twine  made  use  of  to  ,e 
"P  stout  and  heavy  parcels.  The  knots  were  about , he 
=.^e,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect,  of  a  dwarf  marrow  fa! 
pea;  and  the  length  of  the  lash  was,  I  think  ab"~„ 
or  sateen  ,„ches.  .  .  .  The  drummers  usrf  to  do  the 

up™  fc  t::^:^  fhrbCi,'  '^  '""'^;"! "-  •  "'■^■»  •  -  -  >..■■ 

they  had  neither  hearts  nor  souk   .1        ,       '  '"^^  ^^^'^  ^"""^'^^  ^^  if 
and  of  duty,  forget  the  rwl'  >    ^'''  ""  '^'  ''°"'"  °^  ''^"S^^ 

and  pour  o^T^^Z^r^TuZ^  "t^^  '''  ""^^  ^^^  ^^-°-. 
~y  that  treated  th^so  d  sX""chr  1  "  M  ^'f"^^^  ^°^  ^ 
Years' RecoUections,"i.  p.  .^'''''"-^^y-  "Charles  Mackay, '<  Forty 
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flogging ;  they  were  always  stripped  for  the  work,  and 
each,  by  turns,  laid  on  his  twenty-five  lashes,  and  then 
another  came." 

Just  so. 

On  Saturday,  the  1st  of  July,  the  Weekly  Political 
Register  takes  for  its  motto  the  above  paragraph 
from  the  Courier,  and  begins  with  the  following 
comments  : — 


• 


"Local   Militia   and  German   Legion. —See  the 
motto,  English    reader !    See  the  motto,  and  then  do 
pray  recollect  all  that  has  been  said  about  the  way  in 
which  Buonaparte  raises  his  soldiers.     Well  done,  Lord 
Castlereagh  !     This    is  just  what   it  was   thought  your 
plan  would  produce.      Well  said,  Mr.   Huskisson  !     It 
really  was  not  without  reason  that  you  dwelt,  with  so 
much  earnestness,  upon  the  great  utility  of  the  foreign 
troops,  whom  Mr.  Wardle  appeared  -'  think  of  no  utility 
at  all.     Poor  gentleman  !  he  little  t  oagined  how  a  great 
genius  might  find  useful    employment  for   such  troops. 
He  httle  Imagined  that  they  might  be  made  the  means 
of  compelling    Englishmen    to   submit  to   that    sort  of 
disdpline,  which  is   so   conducive   to  the  producing  in 
them  a  disposition   to  defend   the  country  at  the  risk 
of  their  lives.     Let  Mr.  Wardle  look  at  my  motto,  and 
then  say  whether  the  German  soldiers  are  of  no  use.    Five 
hundred  lashes  eaeh!    Aye,  that  is  right!     Flog  them  ! 
flog  them  !  flog  them  !    They  deserve  it,  and  a  great  deal 
more.    ^They  deserve   a  flogging   at  every  meal-time. 
'Lash  ihem  daily!  lash  them  duly!'    What  I  shall  the 
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rascals  dare  to  mutiny  1  and  that,  too,  when  the  German 
Legion  IS  so  near  at  hand?     Lash  them!  lash  them! 
lash  tlK-m  !     They  deserve  it.     01,,  yes  I    they  merit  a 
double-tailed  cat !     Base  dogs  !     What !  mutiny  for  the 
prue  of  a  knapsack?     Lash  them!    flog  them  I      Hase 
rascals  I     Mutiny  for  the  price  of  a  goat's-skin  ;  and  then, 
upon  the  appearance  of  the  German  soldiers,  they  take  a 
flogging  as  quietly  as  so  many  trunks  of  trees  !     I  do  not 
know  what  sort  of  a  place  Ely  is ;  but  I  realh   should 
like  to  know  how  the  inhabitants  looked  one  another  in 
the  face  while  this  scene  was  exhibiting  in  their  town      I 
Should  like  to  have  been  able  to  see  their  faces,  and  to 
hear  their  observations  to  each  other,  at  the  time.     This 
occurrence  at  home  will,  one  would  hope,  teach  ike  loyal 
a  little  caution  m  speaking  of  the  means  which  Napoleon 
employs  (or  rather,  which  they  say  he  employs)  in  order 
to  get  together  and  to  discipline  his  conscripts.     There 
is  scarcely  any  one  of  these  loyal  persons  who  has  not. 
at  various  times,  cited  the  hand-cuffings,  and  other  means 
of  force,  said  to  be  used  in  drawing  out  the  young  men 
oti* ranee;  there  is  scarcely  one  of  the  loyal  who  has 
not  cited  these  means  as  a  proof,  a  complete  proof,  that 
the  people  of  France  kaie  Napoleon  and  his  Government 
assist  7vitk  reluctance  in  his  wars,  and  N^^ould  fain  see  an- 
other revolution.     I  hope,  I  say,  that  the  loyal  will,  here- 
after, be  more  cautious    in    drawing   such  conclusions 
now  that  they  see  that  our  'gallant  defenders '  not  only 
require  physical  restraint,  in  certain  cases,  but  even  a 
little    blood    drawn    from    their   backs,   and   that,  too, 
with  the  aid  and  assistance  of  German  troops.     Yes ;  I 
hope  the  loyal  will  be  a  little  more  upon  their  guard 'in 
drawing  conclusions  against  Napoleon's  popularity.     At 
any  rate,  every  time  they  do,  in  future,  burst  out   in 
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execrations  agninst  the  French  for  suffering  themselves  to 
be  'chained  together  and  forced,  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  to  do  niihtary  duty,'  I  shall  just  re-i)ublish  the 
passage,  which  I  have  taken  for  .1  motto  to  the  present 
sheet.  I  have  heard  of  some  other  pretty  little  things  of 
the  sort ;  but  I  rather  choose  to  take  my  instance  (and 
a  very  complete  one  it  is)  trom  a  public  print,  notoriously 
under  the  sway  of  the  ministry." 

So  much  for  your  "comment-maker." 

What  personage  had  the  distinction  of  walking 
home  from  church  with  Mr.  Perceval,  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  history  docs  not  record :  his  comments, 
then,  remain  in  oblivion.  No  matter  that,  how- 
ever. In  about  three  weeks  after  the  above 
publication,  Mr.  Cobbett  has  news  from  London, 
which  he  thus  retails  : — 

" ....  I  have  a  most  serious  business  to  impart  to 
you,  and  that  is,  that  I  hear  from  Mr.  White,  that  the 
miscreants  are  about  to  prosecute  me  for  the  article  about 
the  flogging  of  the  local  militia.  What  I  wish  you  to  do 
js  to  go  to  Mr.  White  and  ask  him, 

"  I.  Whether  the  thing  be  certain  ? 

"  2.  What  is  to  be  done  in  it  by  me,  in  the  first 
instance  ? 

"3.  At  what  time  it  will  be  required  for  me  to  be  in 
town  to  give  bail  ? 

"  4.  When  the  trial  will  take  place  ? 

"  5.  Of  what  nature  is  the  bail  that  I  must  give  ? 

•'  It  is  quite  useless  to  fret  and  stew  about  this.  I 
mi. St  meet  it.    They  may  probably  confme  me  for  two 
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years;  but  that  doe,,  not  kill  a  man;  and  may  besides 
produce  even  good  effects,  in  „,ore  ways  than  o'^e  '' 

*..  • '/ V      r  "•■""  *'"«  '■''  '°  '"=  prepared.     There  is  a 

r ;  t:  „r'T'f  ■  "r  ''^'>'  •'-' ^  '^-  "* =" 

tnt.  ,  1  '  "''  "''"'^"■'''  l"^  prepared  ;   let  us 

take  al  proper  precautions;  and  then  wa  ,  the  chante 
o  accdents.     Your  better  way  will  be  to  show  his  ™ 

h  a"L  in"  '°  •'•'•  '"'"^'  ^"^  P»^  '"-^  "i™  ™« 

«,  i. .,  i^^ija'i'KrrcoiiTi 

take  charge  of  mv  ]anH<!    'Jr^       t      m, 

,^«•oll  ^  '  ^'^^      ^  ^^i^J'  even  ;w7c/    cut 

off  all  expenses  of  horses,  do-s    &c    so  .c  ..       i 

for  the  Ioq<!  •  .,r,H  T         ,  J  ,      "  '         '    °  ^^  *°  "■'ake  up 

lui  me  loss,  and  I  would  have  surh  3  nior.  ^r 

^shouM  enable  me  to  Have  my  ri;;nt"m"  TfZ^ 
ble.    1  hus,  j-ou  see,  my  mind  is  made  up  to  he  hine 

derdty:^':':*"*^^-"^-  '-'^-Sy 

„J';,f'„,'  ^'"  "!  '''"'"^'  '^  ""=>■  '""  ''"t  leave  me  the 
use  of  the  press,  I'll  beat  them  all,  I  warrant  you.  " 

Mr  Reeves  appears  to  have  been  sounded,  by 
Mr.  VVnght,  upon  the  possibility  of  escape  f  o,; 
prosecutton.  Cobbett  expresses  some  displeasure, 
however,  on  hearing  of  this,  and  adds:- 

"...  I  am  fully  prepared  for  the  worst,  and  therefore 
am  no  longer  under  any  anxiety.    I  would  rathe  blft 
beted,  than  owe  my  hfe  to  the  intercession  such  as  vou" 

S  ;;  ;:t  "^' " ' !""  '''^^  y"  '>«S' 

the  maZ  "  '"^  """'•    ^'y  "°*'"S  «  -"  '•bout 

the  matte  to  any  one.    Ask  no  questions ;  and  only  be 
sure  to  tell  me  precisely  wh-t  vni  h-,       i  ^ 

1-  5. .ray  wn.,t  jou  bear.     I  am  not  afraid 
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of  them.  Times  are  coming  on  when  wc  shall  all  have 
enough  to  do  ;  but,  in  the  meanwnile,  I  shall  not  worry 
myself  to  death  with  apprehension.  .  .  ." 

Instead  of  any  fear  of  the  future,  the  look-out  is 
rather  toward  the  welfare  and  increase  of  his 
estate.  Some  plots  of  land  have  just  been  pur- 
chased, with  the  object  of  making  "  -cholders  of 
Wriy;ht,  Finnerty,  and  others.  The  prospects  of 
harvest  are  very  bad,  for  the  rains  have  been 
so  incessant,  that  wheat  is  growing  in  the  ear  ;  but 
the  trees  are  coming  on  "delightfully."  Lord 
Cochrane  arrives  home,  and  comes  to  see  Botlcy 
with  the  tale  of  his  grievances. 

Mr.  Cobbett  pays  his  occasional  visit  to  Lord 
Folkestone,  at  Coleshill  ;  and  horses  and  puppies, 
and  hares  and  pheasants,  reappear  in  their  order, 
not  at  all  as  though  the  threatened  danger  would 
be  anything  beyond  a  scare. 


Among  Mr.  Cobbett's  friends  was  one  who  had 
become  peculiarly  bound  up  in  his  affairs,  through 
circumstances  which  must  now  be  noticed. 

Mr.  John  Swann,  of  Wolvercot  and  Ensham,  in 
Oxfordshire,  was  an  eminent  paper-maker  of  that 
day ;  his  mills  being  the  chief  sources  of  supply 
for  the  University  of  Oxford.  He  had  supplied 
also  the  paper  for  the  Register  from  a  very  early 
period  ;  and  it  would  appear  that  a  strong  attach- 
VOL.   II.  "jj 
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nicnt  existed  IkIvvcc  l,i,„  n,,.!  the  Cl.bett,      As 
it,        '  '■':  ■'^''•'"'-■'"'"■'•'    '«°5.  >vl.cn   ,„„.cl,.,se,,  of 

bey™.!  M.  Cl-betf.  conm«,ul  of  ready  n.onny, 
Mr  b«-a„„  l,,u|  assisted  i,i,„  by  <lisco„„ti„.  ,,cc„,n- 
™>'>^"-  "."».  At  tl,e  deati,  of  ,„,  ,;,.,„,  \^ 
January,  tSo/.  bis  brother  Jan.es  succeeded  botl, 
»   the    pa|,er-,„ill,s    aud    t„   the    accotnuunlation 

•""ll.cr  fa.ndy,  «e  are  indebte.l  to  sou,e  farther 
Kl""l«cs  of  Cobbetfs  happy  domestic  life.  Mr 
^.wam,  ,.s  initiated  into  the  n.ysteries  of  plantiu,. ': 
CCS  fron,  tl,c  slus.oisl,  Oxford  .strean,s  ^-raee  the 
ahic  at  notley.  and  K'a.ne  fron,  1  lau.pshire  that  of 
t"-sl.am.     Aud,  as  tin,e  iled  on,  the  perilous  ac'r. 

links  oi  love. 

,    ,  /'"^    selection   horn    correspondence 

belongs  to  the  later  months  of  1808  :-> 


I 


James  Swann  to  John  Wright. 

"I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  increased  sale  of  the 
Acsister;  every  one  who  reads  it  is  astonished  at  the  won- 
derful extent  of  Mr.  Cobbetfs  abilities.  (lod  .rant  hi. n 
^i  long  hie,  for  the  country's  sake  1  Ar?  if 

i^te.ybeenwhhArr.andMrs.Cobbe;t;tlJ^f;;;:;;^ 
kindly  pronnsed  to  be  sponsors  to  a  son  Mrs.  Swann  pri 

en  e,newuh  a  fortnight  ago,  who.  I  shall  ha^^ 


I'i 


SPANIELS  AND  GREYirOUNDS. 


99 


Wm.  C.  to  J.  S. 

"  Mr.  T'.arwis  h,is  coinmunic-Ucd  to  me  your  wish 
rcspcctiM;;  my  hciiiL?  godfatliur  to  your  son,  and  I  assure; 
you,  Willi  perfect  sincerity,  that  1  shall  look  upon  it  as 
doini,'  mc  honour.  I  never  was  yet  a  i^'odfather  to  any 
child  but  one  of  my  own,  who  was  horn  in  a  heallien 
country;  and  there  are  very  few  persons,  to  a  child  of 
whom  I  would  stand  ^u)dfather  ;  hut  one  of  yours  I  shall 
with  ^ueat  i)leasure.  I  hear  it  is  to  he  after  Christmas, 
which  will  suit  me  best,  as  1  have  a  great  deal  to  do  here 
before,  in  the  planting  way,  which  I  cannot  possibly  trust 
in  any  hands  but  my  own.  .  .   . 

"  I  have  now  a  favour,  in  the  sporting  way,  to  ask  of 
you.     1  have  had  most  lamentable  luck  with  dogs,  having 
lost  almost  the  whole  of  a  fine  and   rare  collection  of 
spaniel  and  greyhound  i)Ui)i)ies.     Of  the  latter  I  shall  not 
take  much  i)ains  to  get  any  more,  the  places  for  coursing 
being  at  such  a  great  distance  from  me  ;  but  (jf  the  former 
I  want  many,  because  we   live  amongst  such  covers  as 
nothing  can  be  moved  out  of  without  a  i)lenty  of  good 
spaniels.     The  sort  we  want  is  the   short-legged,  rather 
coarse-haired,  long-eared,  and  feathered  down  the  legs  to 
the  very  tips  of  the  nails.     'I'his   is  the  most  strong,  true, 
and  resf)lute  race.     None  other  will  do  in  endless  covers 
like  ours,  where  the  stuff  is  so  very  thick,  and  there  are 
such  quantities  of  matted  thorns  as  sharp  as  pins.     Now, 
if  you  should  hai)pen  to  know  of  a  famous  breed— some 
gentleman  whose  breed  is  famous  all  over  the  country— 
1  should  like  to  have  a  brace  ;  which  may,  perhaps,  be 
obtained  by  speaking  time    enough   beforehand.      But 
there  is  another  condition  (for,  when  one  is  begging,  one 
may  as  well  go  the  whole  length),  I  wish  not  to  have  them 
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till  they  arc  at  least  four  months  old.     Young  punnics  if 
ofa  high  breed,  will  not  live.  ...  ' 

.tn7'''''TJ''/-""  ''''''•"  ^'"'"  l>'-ml  called  the  Wood- 
stock or  I  lenheu.  breed  ;  but,  if  you  will  in,uire,  you 
Jill  eas.ly  nd  out  a  Hne  breed.  Every  one^s  ./.  .  a,' tkc 
'Z:'i^:''''f  \  'r  ^'^^-  --^  -•-  «-^tlen.en  L,  nobi: 

s  ou,     I  ave  no  sp.ce  of  tin:  l,ou,ni  in  then.     Tan  colour 
S    -h     -u  7""  ,"'  "^''■''"^'^'  "  ^^'^^^  '"^^'-^  "f  reprobation. 

''After  all,  if  the  thing  be  attended  with  much  trouble 
•ay  do  not  take  it,  for  your  time  is  too  valuable  to  be 
^vasted  m  the  gratification  of  my  whims." 

J.  S.  to  J.  W. 
"I  duly  received  yours  this  morning.     I  was  much 
amused  w,th  the  caricature,  it  is  certainlpa  goo,  Ion        j 

^ouung  to  procure  hnn   some  good  spaniels.     I  do  not 
xpect  our  christening  will  be  till  about  or  after    'hr"t 
"^•^s    when  I  shall  be  glad   to   see  you  here       I    J !: 
another  son  to  go  through  the  ceren.ony  besides  Will hm 

This  excursion  did  not  come  off  till  May,  iSoq 
for  some  reason  or  other.     Mr.  Wright  was   very 
nearly  being   entrapped    into   matrimony   on    the 
occaston,  with  an  m^^^^^^^^ 
oi  tJie  visitors. 


I'll 
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WAr.  C.  to  J.  S. 

"  We  got  home  in  very  good  time  ;  but  had  the  morti- 
firation  to  see  the  road  drier  and  drier,  as  we  advanced, 
till,  when  we  came  to  IJotley,  the  dust  flew,  and  we  have 
not  had  one  drop  of  rain  since.  Nevertheless,  all  my 
plantations  go  on  exceedingly  well.  I  am  satisfied  that, 
with  some  i)eoi)le's  planting,  half  the  trees  would  now 
have  been  dead.  Get  the  books  I  recommended,  and  in 
the  Profitable  Planter  see  the  articles  '  Willow '  and 
•  l^lack  Italian  Poplar.'  The  aspen  is  good,  and  I  prefer 
it.  I]ut  be  sure  not  to  plant  Lombardy  poplar.  It  is 
not  fit  even  to  burn." 


'''•M 


An  important  outward  chanf^e  came  over  the 
Register  Tit  the  beginning  of  the  year  1809.  Mr. 
Cobbctt  had  for  some  time  been  dissatisfied  with 
the  printing  of  Messrs.  Cox  and  Baylis  ;  and  it  was 
therefore  transferred  to  Mr.  T.  C.  Hansard.  An 
improvement  was  manifest  at  once,  and  the  Regis- 
ter took  the  position  of  those  pubHcations  which 
were  disc  irding  the  antiquated  types  of  the  past. 
Some  little  notion  of  the  extent  of  the  enterprise 
that  was  going  on  may  be  gathered  by  an  estimate 
furnished  to  Swann  of  the  probable  mo7ithly  supply 
of  paper  that  would  be  required  : — 


"  Register  . 
State  Trials 
Pari.  History    . 
Pari.  Debates  . 


Total 


60  reams. 
96      „ 
50     „ 
.SO      „ 

256  reams." 
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As  tlic  /v',-/.vAr  was  in  i6  pages  8vo,  wltli  occa- 
•s.onal   supplc.ncMits,   the  weekly  circuialion    must 
have  been     nearly   six    tliousand    at    this    periccl 
Very  soon  after  this  chan-e.  tlie  priee  was   raised 
to  i.v.  from  la/..  at  which  fininv  it  had  stood  since 
■ts  commencement.     The  price  of  paper  Iiad  risen 
fiom  J4.V.  t(,  43.V.  a  ream,  and  tlie  newspaper  stamp 
r.o,n   a  halfpenny  to  3-./.;  besides   that,  other  ex- 
pcnscs  had  proportionally  au-mented.    Great  must 
iKive  been  the  hold  which  Cobbett  had  obtained 
over  a  hu-e  number  of  readers,  for  his  journal  to 
have  been   able  to  keep  its  place   under  such  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  threatened  prosecution  hun-  so  Ion-  over 
Mr.  Cobbetfs  liead.  that  some  of  his  friends  be-^an 
to  hope  that  nothin-  would  come  of  it.     I  fe  j^ro- 
bably  thoun^ht.  for  his  own  part,  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  not  unmindful  of  the  sort  of  anta^^onist 
ho  would    make,  when  driven  to  bay  ;    and  that 
they  would  think  twice  before  ^onvg  into  the  con- 
test without  the  minutest  preparation,  and  the  best 
possible  opportunity.     In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Swann 
dated  28th  November,  he  says,— 

"You  have,  I  suppose,  heard  of  the  dead  set  which 
the  Attorney-General  is  making  upon  us.  My  opinion 
IS  that  It  will  come  to  notliini;  at  all.  But,  if  it  does  we 
must  beat  them,  if  there  be  either  spirit  or  honesty  left  in 
Kngland."  ^ 
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There  will  be  no  lack  of  preparation,  however: — 

Wm.  C.  to  J.  Wkkjiit. 

"  Dear  Sir, — As  I  am  to  have  the  ])loasiirc  of  seeing 
you  on  Wednesday,  J  sliall  say  the  less  here.  I'.iit,  as  to 
the  now  most  interestin;^^  subject,  I  cannot  hel|)  saying  a 
few  words,  as  they  may  be  usefully  communicated  to  Mr. 
I?agshaw  and  Mr.  Hansard,  ///  coiijhiena:  My  resolution 
is  to  plead  my  own  cause,  if  I  am  well  in  Iicaltli.  Notliing 
upon  earth,  illness  excepted,  shall  make  me  forego  this 
resolution.  I  am  also  resolved  to  defend ;  that  is,  to 
justify;  and  to  render  the  affair  a  great  public  (piestion. 
The  sooner  we  begin,  the  sooner  we  shall  be  well  pre- 
pared, and  the  more  likely  to  secure  a  favourable  issue. 
You  will  know  how  and  where  to  get  me  the  authorities, 
or  facts,  for  showing, — 

"  I.  That  the  ministers,  or  their  partisans,  have  been 
cmi)loyed  for  more  than  six  months  in  publishing  libels 
against  me ;  atrocious  falsehoods  (such  as  the  4000/. 
story)  for  the  purpose  of  exciting,  in  the  public  mind,  an 
evil  oi)inion  of  me;  and  thus  pave  the  way  for  this  state 
prosecution. 

"  2.  'J'hat  the  ministers  themselves  (or,  at  least.  Canning, 
&c.)  have  written  libels,  if  these  be  libels  ;  and,  upon  this 
point,  to  get  together  all  the  accusations,  and  all  the  nick- 
names, used  by  the  Anti-Jacobins  against  Moira,  Nichol, 
&c. 

"3.  That  there  were  caricatures  prepared  under  the 
eye  of  Canning,  i^vic,  and  of  whom,  and  how  they  were  to 
be  represented  as  traitors. 

"  4.  That  there  are  writers  hired,  or  paid,  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

"5.  To  get  a  good  historical  view  of  the  state  prose- 
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rutions  for  lil)cl,  and  show  how  they  have  originated  with 
bad  Ciovcrnnients  and  wicked  lawyers ;  and  to  show  in 
short,  that  the  Stuarts  suffered  more  from  tliis  cause  than 
from  any  other. 

"  6.  To  get  collected,  all  the  best  speeches  and  strong 
saymgs  of  eminent  men  against  an  army  of  foreigners  in 
England.  You  will  easily  get  me  some  good  matter  upon 
this  subject,  by  looking  back  into  the  Parliamentary  His- 
tory. 

"  7-  Think  of  any  of  the  poets  who  have  written  against 
mercenary  foreign  armies. 

"  S.  Have  not  the  Swiss  and  Walloon  Guards,  in  Spain, 
now  joined  Huonai)arte  ? 

"9.  I  must  have,  from  good  authority,  the  particulars 
of  the  contract  made  with  the  German  Legion,  about  not 
being  sent  out  of  Europe. 

"It  will  be  time  enough  to  set  about  any  part  of  this, 
after  you  have  been  here;  but  you  will  turn  your  mind  to 
the  several  points  in  the  meanwhile. 

"Be  particular  in  attending,  now,  to  any  ])ublication 
whatever,  wherein  mention  is  made  of  this  prosecution 
and  especially  if  it  has  for  its  object  the  prejudicing  of 
the  public  against  me.     AVhen  I  get  hold  of  such  a  thing, 
I  shall  begin  my  operations. 

"  Do  as  you  please  about  mentioning  my  intention  to 
defend  myself,  to  Hansard,  or  any  of  them;  but  be  sure 
to  tell  them  from  me,  that  I  hold  the  thing  in  contempt ; 
that  I  am  no  more  afraid  of  the  rascals  than  I  could  be 
of  so  many  mice.  And,  really,  if  we  have  an  honest  jury, 
It  will  be  a  famous  thing  altogether. 

"  I  thank  you  very  kindly  for  your  news  about  my  wife. 
I  am  a  great  deal  more  anxious  about  her  than  about  the 
prosecution." 
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He  continues  to  remind  his  correspondent  that 
it  will  answer  no  purpose  to  soothe  his  anxiety  by 
flattering  him  with  hopes  of  escape.  At  the  end 
of  the  year,  there  is,  however,  still  no  prospect  of 
the  trial  coming  on.  The  following  is  dated  31st 
December  : — 

"What  I  want  information  about,  relative  to  the 
approaching  trial,  is,  in  tlic  first  place,  a  reference  to  all 
the  debates  which  you  know  anything  of,  against  foreign 
troops.  .  .  ,  You  said  that  Mr.  liosville  had  a  list  of 
instances  of  those  countries  who  had  fallen  under  a 
defence  by  foreign  troops.  Can  you  get  it  from  him? 
It  would  do  for  a  mere  enumeration  in  a  speech.  Argu- 
ments against  a  mercenary  army  apply  ecpially  well  to 
foreign  troops.  I  shall  think  of  other  matter  in  my  next. 
I  will  prepare  everything  here  against  the  23rd,  and,  as 
soon  as  we  find  that  the  cause  is  to  come  on,  I  will  set  off 
for  London,  and  continue  there  till  the  cause  be  over. 
In  the  meanwhile,  1  will  arrange  a  defence  in  my  own 
way.  If  we  have  an  honest,  I  mean  an  impartial  \\xxy, 
I  am  no  more  afraid  of  Vicary  than  I  am  of  a  fly." 

On  the  8th  January,  he  writes  : — 

" ....  I  have  read  the  trial  of  Tooke  all  through,  and 
also  his  other  trial,  in  the  case  of  Fox's  action  against 
him.  .  .  .  What  villains  he  had  to  deal  with  !  His  life 
is  a  history  of  the  hypocritical  tyrannies  of  this  jubilee* 

2  On  the  previous  25th  of  October,  the  occasion  of  the  King's 
entering  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  reign,  there  had  been  great  "re- 
joicings." The  Parliamentary  Reformists,  however,  did  not  approve 
of  it,  holding  that  the  prosperity  of  the  country  v/a.%  a  hypocritical  and 
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reign.     I  shall  profit  a  good  deal  from  this  reading ;  but 

mine  must  be  a  defence  of  a  different  sort;  less  of  law 

knowledge,  and  more  of  a  plain  story,  and  an  appeal  to 

the  good  sense  ^xxxiS.  justice  of  my  hearers. 

"  I  do  not  know  that  I  mentioned  the  following  thincs 
to  you  before  :—  00 

"  I.  That  number  of  the  Couner  which  contained  the 
article  that  I  took  for  a  motto  to  the  flogging  article. 

"2.  Those  numbers  of  the  /Wand  Courier  which,  as 
you  told  me,  contained  an  exhortation  to  prosecute  me. 

"Indeed,  we  should  have  files  of  those  papers  for  the 
last  eight  months  ,  for  I  must  dwell  upon  the  endeavours 
to  excite  prejudice  against  me." 

The  .same  letter  proceeds  to  mention  his  plans 
for  arranging  his  pecuniary  affairs -a  matter  of 
hardly-inferior  importance.considcring  their  tangled 
condition.  As  soon  as  possible,  he  will  then  go  up 
to  London  to  await  events. 

".  ...  I  do  not  know  whether  they  h  j  given  a 
notice  of  trial,  formally ;  but  I  think  they  will.  .  .  .  They 
feel  the  deep  wounds  I  have  given  them  ;  and  they  lose 
sight  of  everything  but  revenge.  I  really  do  not  know 
which  I  ought  to  wish  for— a  trial  or  a  nolle  prosequi.  My 
character  and  fame  call  for  the  former ;  but  then,  my 
health  and  my  dearly-beloved  family  call  for  the  latter,  or 

delusive  cry.  Mr.  Cobbett  boasted  of  his  refusal  to  su'^-nbe 
tow.'xrcl  giving  the  twelve  hundred  tliousand  paupers  "  that  rarity 
that  luxury,  a  bellyful,"  and  gave  very  good  reasons  for  it.  The 
Whig  papers,  too,  heaped  much  derision  upon  the  affair.  One  of 
tlie  mc.uents  of  the  day  was  a  fellow  sticking  up  a  placard  at 
Channg  Cross,  in  these  terms  :  "  May  God  disperse  the  votaries  of 
Cobbett,  as  the  clouds  of  this  day  ! " 


^1 
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for  anything  which  shall  prccliule  the  chance  of  a  villainous 
sentence.  However,  I  am  rather  indifferent  about  the 
matter.  .  .  . 

*'....  God  send  us  good  luck  ;  but  if  not,  good  /icart, 
which  I  trust  I,  at  least,  shall  not  want.  My  intention  is 
to  meet  my  accusers  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  advocate 
of  truth." 


Mr.  James  Perry  was  in  trouble  again,  early  in 
1810.  The  Attorney-General  had  filed  information 
against  the  MoniiNg  C/ironic/c  and  the  Examiner,  for 
a  paragraph  in  which  the  Whig  hopes  of  the  day 
were  embodied.  These  hopes  were  to  be  fulfilled 
when  the  Prince  of  Wales  succeeded  to  the  throne, 
and  the  obnoxioas  paragraph  ended  wi'.h  these 
words : — 


!  rl 


"Of  all  monarchs,  indeed;  since  the  Revolution,  the 
successor  of  (leorge  the  Third  will  have  the  finest  oppor- 
tunity of  becoming  nobly  popular." 


The  interpretation  put  upon  this  by  the  "friends 
of  order  "  '  was,  that  the  life  of  George  III.  stood 
between  his  people  and  the  blessings  in  store  for 
them  !     Mr.  Perry  conducted  his  own  defence,  and 

•  ''Y\\Q.  friends  of  order  were  fairly  proficient  in  the  language  of 
the  fish-market;  e.g.,  "To  the  indignation  and  execration  of  the 
British  nation  do  we  therefore  consign  this  damning  sjiecimcn  of  tlie 
abominal)le  and  infamous  sentiments  by  wliicli  the  base  faction  are 
impelled  in  their  most  unjjrincipled  and  diabolical  pursuits,"  was 
the  remark  of  the  Post,  at  the  close  of  its  comments  upon  the  wicked 
Chronicle. 


fif 
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was   acquitted  ;    and    the    record    as    a-ainst   the 
Examiner  was  forthwith  withdrawn.     This  occur- 
rence was  a  subject  of  rejoicin-  to  the  wliolc  tribe 
of   scribblers,— at   least,    of  those   who   w-re  not 
subsidized  ;    and    the    failure   of  the    prosecution 
correspondin^dy   inflamed    the   minds   of  the  ad- 
ministration.     Peter  Finnerty  was  another  victim 
of  this  year.     And,  after  some  further  haltin-   it 
was  determined  to  bring  forward  the  record  agc-Tinst 
Mr.   Cobbett,  after   his  friends   had   begun  to  be 
tranquilized  with  the  hope  that  he  would  not  be 
molested. 

It  is  highly  probable,  but  for  tlic  urging  to  prose- 
cution, on  the  part  of  the  ministerial  press,  that  he 
might  have  been  let  alone.  But  they  would  not 
be  true  to  the  common  cause.  Bound  in  the  fetters 
of  party,  or  of  pence,  the  press  was,  as  yet,  ignorant 
of  the  latent  force  which  has  since  made  of  it  a 
Fourth  Estate.  And,  with  respect  to  Mr.  Cobbett, 
it  is  impossible  to  withhold  the  conviction  that  the 
envy  and  the  injustice  of  his  rivals  had  more  to 
do  with  moulding  his  fortunes  than  all  other  causes 
put  together. 


Wm.  C.  to  J.  W. 

ir  letter,  this  dc^ygot,  contained  .he  best  and  most 
•  •'"^'  •  •  •  ■  '^Ve  have  all,  I  and  my  wife,  six 
children.,  ;„  i  e/p^y  soul  in  the  house,  drunk  Mr.  Perry's 
health.     T  i:ade  even  liu;..  Susan  lisp  out  the  words. 


agreeatj 


J 


1 


rARLIAMRNTARY  REPORTlu^S.       109 

Pray  give  my  kindest  and  most  respectful  roinpliinents  to 
him;  and  tell  him  that  I  do  not  only  most  heartily  rejoice 
at  his  success  (which,  by  the  bye,  does  not  surprise  me), 
but  beg  leave  to  present  my  sincere  thanks ;  in  which,  I 
trust,  1  only  participate  with  the  rest  of  the  gentlemen 
connected  with  the  press.  Nothing  hut  the  necessity  of 
attending  to  my  concerns  here  this  week  would  have  pre- 
vented me  from  returning  to  town  immediately,  in  order 
to  endeavour  to  urge  in  person,  what  I  reciuest  you  to  urge 
for  me ;  namely,  a  public  dinner  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor, 
of  '  the  Friends  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Press,'  at  which 
we  ought  to  jiass  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Perry,  and  to 
proclaim  some  principles  that  may  be  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance in  future.  Now  is  the  time  for  us  to  assert  our 
rights,  and  the  respectability  of  our  profession  and 
character.*  .  .  .  Mr.  Perry  has  done  more  good  than  any 
man  of  his  time,  and  it  is  for  us  to  profit  by  it.  .  .  ." 

••  The  "profession  and  character"  of  tlie  fr.iternity  h.-id  just  been 
vouj^lily  assailed  in  Parliament  by  Mr.  Windiiani.  The  (|iiestion  of 
excluding;  rei)orlers  frtmi  the  gallery  of  the  House  of  Conmiyns  was 
one  wliich  would  come  up  at  intervals,  and  it  was  one  upon  which 
most  public  men  changed  theii  opinions,  from  time  tu  time,  accord- 
ing to  circumstances.  Mr.  Windham  was  now  for  shutting  the 
gallery  ;  anil  he  described  the  ])ublishcrs  of  the  Debates  as  bank- 
rupts, lottery-t-fice  keepers,  footmen,  and  decayed  tradesmen,  and 
he  lia^;  heard  "that  they  were  a  sort  of  men  who  would  give  into 
corrupt  misrepresentations  of  opposite  sides."  As  Mr.  Wright  was 
the  only  person  among  the  parliamentary  reporters  who  coidd  be 
put  under  the  head  of  "bankrupts,"  the  lUUkal  KcgisUr  gave 
Mr.  Windham  a  castigation. 

The  venal  writers  of  the  day,  of  course,  called  this  black  treacliery 
and  ingratitude.  But  tlien  such  writers  li.ad  no  interest  in  upholdin'r 
the  craft  -  rather  the  other  way.  Of  this  class  was  the  Satirist,  or 
Monthly  Meteor,  one  of  the  foulest  pieces  of  rubbish  that  ever 
disgraced  the  periodical  press.  This  paper  recommended  that 
Cobbctt's  article  (which  was  in  extremeiy  temperate  terms)  should 
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Another  public  incident,  of  this  period,  was  the 
celebrated  conflict  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  with 
"Ml.  Speaker."  Mr.  Gale  Jones  had  been  im- 
prisoned by  the  House  of  Commons  ;  and  Burdett 
took  occasion  to  address  his  constituents,— by 
means  of  a  long  letter  in  Cobbett's  Rcgistcr—^^- 
nying  the  power  of  the  House  to  imprison  any  but 
its  own  members.  The  letter  was  composed  by 
Cobbett  himself. 

Mr.  Speaker  walked  home  from  church  '  with  Mr. 
Perceval  on  the  following  day.  The  latter  pro- 
posed to  move  the  House  to  commit  Burdett  to 
the  Tower,  and  order  the  attendance  of  Cobbett. 
And  so,  as  every  one  knows,  the  metropolis  was 
upset,  for  the  space  of  two  or  three  months,  by  an 
indecent  squabble,  which  brought  the  House  into 

be  fran.cd  and  glazed  by  every  public  man,  as  a  warning  never  to 
tnist  this  wretch,  &c. 

The  Satirist  was  one  long-drawn  libel.  The  editor  must  have 
been  utterly  insusceptible  of  shame,  or  else  must  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  deadening  his  moral  feelings  by  artificial  means.  Even  the 
good  and  patriotic  Whitbread  was  represented  as  one  who  delighted 
In  practising,  upon  his  own  estate,  tliat  tyranny  against,  which  he 
declaimed  in  the  I  louse  of  Commons.  As  for  Finnerty,  he  is  always 
"the  miscreant,"  and  Mr.  Wardle,  "the  1 r."  \Vris,dit  is  de- 
scribed as  '<  the  poor  devil  who  now  corrects  Cobbett's  bad  Jjiglish, 
edits  his  Parliamentary  History,  brushes  his  coat,  puffs  him  in  coffee- 
houses and  debating-shops,  and  docs  all  his  other  dirty  work,"  &c. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  please  everybody.  The  Examiner  presently 
began  to  write  down  Mr.  Windham,  supporting  itself  with  this 
affair  of  the  reporters,  and  howled  at  Mr,  Cobbett  for  not  doing  the 
same.  The  fact  being  that  Cobbett  was  especially  careful  to  avoid 
needless  animadversions  upon  his  oUl  friend. 
*  Lord  Colchester's  "Diary  and  Correspondence,"  ii.  240. 
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great  disrespect,  and  made  Burdett  the  idol  of  the 
populace.  In  the  end,  it  required  50,000  soldiers 
and  militia  to  get  him  into  the  Tower ;  but  not  all 
the  king's  horses,  nor  all  the  king's  men,  could 
rend  away  the  mantle  of  ridicule  which  the  action 
of  ministers  had  brought  upon  themselves. 

Mr.  Cobbett  was  not  ordered  to  attend  the  bar 
of  the  House.  More  the  pity  :  Cobbett  in  New- 
gate, illegally  imprisoned  by  order  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  would  have  been  a  very  different  affair 
to  Cobbett  in  Newgate  ex  The  Attorncy-General  ! 
Yet  he  was  not  forgotten. 


Wm.  C.  to  J.  W. 

"  So,  then,  the  honourable  House  have,  at  last,  resolved 
to  have  the  Register  read  to  them.  That  is  one  sign  of 
amendment,  and  if  they  do  but  follow  it  up  by  a  smiilar 
motion  every  week,  it  cannot  fail  to  do  them  a  great  deal 
of  good,  if  anything  in  this  world  can  do  them  good.  If 
they  call  me  before  them,  I  shall  say  that,  as  the  Speaker 
himself  sent  me  his  speech  to  publish,  I,  of  course,  thought 
it  right  to  publish  the  speech  of  any  member  of  the  House, 
especially  when  he  put  his  name  to  it. 

"  But  what  I  am,  at  this  moment,  anxious  about,  is  that 
Mr.  Madocks  should  again  bring  forward  his  last  year's 
motion.  You  will  perceive  that  the  worry  now  making 
is  about  breaches  of  privilege,  tending  to  degrade  and 
vihfy  the  House.  Now,  what  can  have  so  clear  and  strong 
a  tendency  this  way,  as  the  having  sold  seats  in  tlie  House, 
and  the  having  turned  out  a  member  for  not  being  willing 
to  vote  against  his  conscience  ?    Why  not  punibh  those 
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who  were  !j,uilly  of  such  orfonces  ?  'I'liis  is  Uic  .ground 
whereon  lo  pnueed  ;  and  wlial  a  fine,  what  a  sliikinj;, 
what  a  gh)ri()iiH  ellect  it  woiihl  have  now,  to  renew  Mr. 
Madocks's  motion  !  What  (oiiUI  they  do?  What  eould 
tliey  \,n'/  Cood  Cod!  what  an  exhihiiion  they  would 
make  l)elbre  the  country  !...'' 

".  .  .  .  So  far  Hotjood!  I  am  deligliled  with  what 
has  taken  pkiee,  ww^X  especially  with  the  conduct  of  Lord 
Folkestone,"  who,  as  I  always  told  you,  is  the  truest  man 
in  all  I';ni;land.  Don't  you  remember  the  eulo,L;ium  that 
wo  pronounced  npon  him,  at  your  house,  on  i'riday? 
That  is  the  good  of  him  :  you  may  always  depend  upon 
him  for  more  than  he  i)romises  you.  \\'ho  would  have 
thought,  .some  years  ago,  that  he  would  have  been  the 
man  to  answer  the  minister?  And  to  beat  him,  too! 
His  si)coch,  oven  as  reported,  is  a  master  i)iece  ;  and  there 
was  no  time  for  jireparation.  I  always  tt)ld  him  what  he 
was  able  to  do,  if  he  could  but  muster  un  couraiie  " 

".  .  .  .  'I'he  decision  upon  the  Walcheren  aflair  is 
what  was  to  be  desired,  I  think,  looking  to  the  only 
object  which  we  ought  to  liuve  in  view,  a  Reform  of  the 
Padiament.  Now,  then,  what  will  the  iulinburgh 
Reviewers  say?  I  shall  now  quote  their  own  words 
against  themselves.  AVill  they  now  openly  join  us,  as 
they  said  they  would,  or  will  they  again  shuflle?  At  any 
rate,  tlie  honourable  House,  so  far  from  agreeing  with  the 
country,  have  approved  of  what  the  country  has  most 
muniuivocally  condemned.  This  cannot  fail  to  tell.  Will 
the  Whigs  ihm<  join  the  people?     They  have  no  other 


6  Lord  Folkestone  had  reniiiulcd  tlie  IToiise,  on  tlie  26lh  March, 
that  it  had  hi-cn  the  practice  of  Andrew  Marvel  to  write  a  full 
accoiuit  uftlie  piocoedinjis  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  ins  con- 
stituents every  week. 
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rational  course  left,  hut  will  ihcy  not   rather  sink    into 
eternal  ohlivion?" 

In  the  iiiiddlc  of  May,  the  Attorncy-Cicnera!  had 
made  up  his  mind  ;  and  Mr.  Cobbett  came  up  to 
London  to  the  "  iiamin^r  "  of  the  jury. 

Upon  lu.s  return  to  Hotley,  his  hands  arc  fuller 
than  ever.  Money  has  to  be  provided,  .so  that 
there  shall  be  no  tradesmen  in  Hampshire  left 
unpaid.  "Since  la.st  January  wc  have  paid  for 
everythinc^,  the  butcher  excepted,  as  we  have  had 
it.  No  bills  of  any  sort  ;  and  I  must  leave  here 
none  at  all,  if  I  can  help  it,  when  I  go  up  to  the 
trial." 

Copy  for  the  Register  goes  up  to  London  in 
undiminished  quantity  ;  and  there  is,  besides,  the 
preparation  for  his  defence.  Friends  furnish  hints, 
and  supply  him  with  books  :— 

•'  To-day  has  been  devoted  wholly  (since  seven  o'clock) 
to  tlie  reading  of  the  volumes  sent  me  by  the  coach. 
That  sent  by  Mr.  Holt  White  is  full  of  most  excellent 
matter.  ■  In  short,  if  those  who  arc  to  decide  are  not 
baseness  itself,  I  am  safe." 

Those  who  were  to  decide  were,  at  length, 
brought  together,  and  they  took  two  minutes  over 
it. 
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"THE  FOLLY,  COMMON  TO  ALL  TYRANTS,  IS  THAT 
THEY   PUSH   THINGS  TOO  FAR." 

On  the  15th  June,  18 10,  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
was  at  last  prepared  to  hear  the  Attorney-General's 
story.  Mr.  Cobbett,  Mr.  Budd,  Mr.  Bagshaw,  and 
Mr.  Hansard  accordingly  appeared,  to  answer  the 
charge  of  writing,  printing,  and  publishing  a  sedi- 
tious "  libel."  Stern  Ellenborough  presided  within, 
and  a  deeply-interested  public  waited  without,  the 
Court. 

Withal,— Mr.  Attorney-General,  Lord  Ellen- 
borough,  and  the  expectant  public,  each  and  every 
one  knew,  in  his  heart,  that  Mr.  Cobbett  was  about 
to  be  tried  for  exposing  the  king's  ministers ;  for 
his  sarcasms  over  the  Duke  of  Clarence  and 
"  Mother  Jordan  ; "  for  showing  up  Mrs.  Clarke  , 
for  his  discoveries  in  political  corruption  ;  aye,  and 
for  quarrelling  with  the  Morning  Post. 

Mr.  AtLorney-Gcneral's  story,  however,  dealt  with 
none  of  tlicse  topics.     The  burden  of  his  tale  was, 
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that  the  defendant  charged  the  Government  with 
•cruelty,  and  suggested  to  the  wicked  mutineers  the 
cruelty  and   injustice  of  their  punishment.      That 
certain  brave  and  honourable  men  had  been  driven 
from   their  own  land,  and  had  "sought  shelter  in 
ours  ; "  and  had  offered   their  blood  for  the  glory 
and    safety  of  their   adopted   country.      Tliat  the 
defendant's  paper  was  a   libel  on  the   brave  and 
honourable  men  ;  while  its  obvious  tendency  v/as  to 
deter  the  common  people  from  entering  the  militia. 
The  speech  of  the  defendant  was  temperate,  even 
to   tameness.      The   opportunity  of  accumulating 
fire  and  passion,  in  support  of  unwelcome  truth, 
was  thrown  away.     But  there  is  little  doubt  that 
Cobbett  had  some  faith  left  in  the  honesty  of  a 
jury;  besides  a  fallacious  belief  that  the  ostensible 
cause  of  the  prosecution  was  the  real  one,  and  that 
the  matter  would  be  decided  upon  its  merits.     Had 
he,  rather,  boldly  scorned  the  adversary,  and  dared 
him  to  disprove  th?t  the  present  was  an  episode  in 
political  warfare,  which  gave  undue  advantage  (for 
the  time)  to  the  cause  of  might  against  right :  at 
the  same  time,  reiterating  his  wish  to  excite  the 
public  indignation  against  amateur  tyranny,  had 
kept  up  an  attitude  of  defiance,— the  foe  would 
have   been   cowed,   although,   perhaps,  not    made 
more  relenting.      There  was  no   mercy  in  Vicary 
Gibbs,  nor  in  Lord  Ellenhrrough,  toward  the  cham- 
pions of  the  press ;  and  Mr.  Cobbett,  as  champion 
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for  the  day,  should  have  recollected  that  the  cause 
itself  was  again  on  its  trial.  The  day  would  be 
certain  to  go  against  him  ;  it  was  notoriously  a 
personal  attack  ;  but,  had  he  chosen  to  disregard 
his  own  personality,  and  to  hurl  back  in  the 
Attorney's  face  the  persecuting  character  which 
that  worthy  had  given  to  his  office, — he  would  have 
dealt  that  stroke  at  licensed  hypocrisy  which  was 
left  for  the  task  of  William  Hone. 

One  grave  error  was  committed  by  Mr.  Cobbett 
in  his  defence  :  it  was  very  weak  for  him  to  say 
that  the  words  were  written  in  haste}  Otherwise, 
the  general  burden  of  his  speech  was  :  how  atro- 
ciously he  had  been  calumniated,  from  his  first 
appearance  as  an  independent  writer,  to  the  present 
moment,  with  the  Attorney's  unjust  imputations  on 
his  loyalty  and  honesty  ;  and  how  the  Government 
was  known  to  be  influencing  the  propagation  of 
such   calumny.     That   he  had  done   good  to  his 

'  Augustus  de  Morgan  gives  a  story  which  he  had  from  Francis 
Place.  Place  was,  with  others,  advising  Coljbett  as  to  the  proper  line 
of  defence.  "Saul  Place,  'You  must  put  in  the  letters  you  have 
received  from  Ministers,  Members  of  the  Commons,  from  the 
Speaker  downwards,  about  your  Register,  and  tlieir  wish  to  have 
subjects  noted.  You  must  then  ask  the  jury  whether  a  person  so 
addressed  must  be  considered  as  a  common  sower  of  sedition,  &c. 
You  will  be  acquitted ;  nay,  if  your  intention  should  get  about,  very 
likely  they  will  manage  to  stop  proceedings.'  Cobbett  was  too 
much  disturbed  to  listen  ;  he  walked  about  the  room,  ejaculating, 

'  D »he  prison  ! '  and  the  like.     He  had  not  the  sense  to  follow 

the  advice, and  was  cc  .ivicted."   K/(j't^"Uudget  of  Paradoxes, "p.  119. 
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neighbours  and  to  his  country,  according  to  his 
measure.  That  the  Attorney's  forced  construction 
of  his  words  could  not  be  borne  out.  That  his 
attachment  to  the  British  soldier  could  not  be  ques- 
tioned. That  the  so-called  Hanoverian  legion  was 
composed,  to  a  great  extent,  of  persons  of  no 
country  ;  and  that  they  were  a  nuisance,  from  their 
general  bad  behaviour,  in  whatever  part  of  England 
they  happened  to  be  quartered." 

This  last  was,  of  course,  a  fresh  libel,  of  which 
the  Attorney-General  did  not  fail  to  make  a  new 
point.  And  he  had  the  meanness  to  try  and  prove 
that  the  delay  in  the  prosecution  was  the  defen- 
dant's own  doing.''  He  thought,  too,  that  the 
defendant  had  better  consulted  his  character  and 
fame,  by  going  along  with  the  three  other  culprits, 
in  suffering  judgment  to  go  by  default. 

Lord  Ellenborough  went  through  the  libel  seria- 
tim, making  his  own  comments  ;  and  concluded, 
after  asking  the  jury  whether  its  tendency  was  not 
to  injure  the  military  service, — 
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*  Robert  Iluish,  who  is  by  no  means  favourably  disposed  towards 
Cobbett,  says  upon  this  point,  "The  truth  was  on  Cobbett's  side, 
as  every  one  can  substantiate  who  liad  ever  the  misfortune  to  reside 
in  the  place  where  the  German  mercenaries  were  quartered. " 

3  "The  use  which  Sir  Vicary  Gibbs  generally  made  of  his  power 
of  issuing  ex  officio  informations  was  to  lay  an  information  against 
the  offending  writers,  but  not  to  proceed  to  trial,  exacting  a  promise 
from  them  that,  if  he  did  not  pursue  it,  they  would  write  nothing 
offensive  to  the  Government,  and  thus  holding  it  in  terrorem  over 
their  heads.''— Andrews's  "  British  Journalism,"  ii.  57. 
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"  It  is  for  you  to  say  whether  these  be  words  escaped 
in  haste  from  ;i  man,  otherwise  writing  temi)erately,  but 
whose  zeal  overshot  his  discretion  ;  or  whether  they  are 
the  words  of  a  man  wlio  wished  to  dissolve  the  union  of 
the  military,  upon  wliich,  at  all  times,  but  now  especially 
at  this  time,  the  safety  of  the  kingdom  de])ends.  If  this 
latter  be  the  case,  surely  the  defendant  will  meritedly  fall 
under  the  character  of  that  seditious  person,  which  the 
information  charges  him  with  being.  In  cases  like  the 
present,  the  law  requires  me  to  state  my  opinion  to  the 
jury ;  and,  where  I  have  held  a  different  opinion  to  that 
which  I  have  of  the  present  case,  I  have  not  withheld  it 
from  the  jury.  I  do  pronounce  this  to  be  a  most  in- 
famous and  seditious  libel." 

It  was  now  midnight,  and  the  jury  had  nothing 
in  the  shape  of  a  doubt  in  their  minds.  Why 
should  they  have  >  They  had  no  doubts  when  they 
took  their  seats  in  the  morning.  Juries  were  juries 
in  those  days  ;  why  should  they  have  doubts,  at 
the  end  of  a  drama,  for  the  particular  conclusion  of 
which  they  were  particularly  brought  together.? 

So  they  "  consulted  "  for  about  two  minutes,  and 
returned  their  verdict  of  "  Guilty^ 
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J.  SwANxNT  to  J.  Wright. 

"  I  learned  the  unfortunate  result  of  the  trial  about  two 
o'clock  on  Friday,  and  immediately  hastened  to  the  hotel, 
Covent  Garden,  to  see  if  Mr.  Cobbett  would  require  any 
bail,  but  I  found  he  had  left  town.  I  need  not  tell  you 
how  much  I  am  concerned  at  the  verdict " 


AN  EXCELLENT  WILE, 
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VVm.  C.  to  J.  W. 

"  I  found  Mrs.  Cobbctt  very  well,  and  quite  prepared 
for  what  had  happened.  She  bears  the  thing  witii  her 
usual  fortitude ;  and  takes  hourly  occasion  to  assure  me 
that  she  thinks  I  have  done  what  I  ought  to  do.  In  this 
she  is  excellent.  She  is  the  only  wife  that  I  ever  saw, 
who,  in  such  circumstances,  did  not  express  sorroiv,  at 
least,  for  what  the  husband  had  done ;  and,  in  such  cases, 
sorrow  is  only  another  word  for  iiiaiiie,  Nancy  was  a 
good  deal  affected,  but  she  soon  got  over  it.  If  I  had 
but  about  three  weeks  for  preparation  I  should  like  it 
better;  but  I  must  settle  things  here  as  v.oll  as  I  can. 
Dr.  Mitford  will  tell  you  w/iat  /i,is  been  su^^cstcd  to  vie,  and 
what  (if  anything)  will  be  done  in  conseciuence  of  it. 

"  Send  me  by  the  coach  to-morrow  ....  Mother 
Clarke's  book,  for  I  must  notice  the  contents  of  it  this 
week.  You  will  have,  in  my  writing,  twenty-four  columns, 
the  greater  part  of  it  by  to-morrow's  and  next  day's  posts. 
The  rest  of  the  double-number  I  should  like  to  have 
made  up  of  proceedings  about  reform,  such  as  have 
ajjpeared  in  the  Times  and  other  daily  papers ;  but,  at 
present,  the  more  harmless  the  things  are  the  better. 
I  shall  write  as  boldly  as  ever,  but  I  will  take  care  of  my 
subjects'.  The  proofs  of  approaching  scarcity  can  be  no 
longer  disguised  It  will  be  very  great  and  comijlete  in- 
deed. I  shall  be  disappointed  if  the  quartern  loaf  be  not 
half-a-crown  before  Christmas.  I  wonder  whether  it  be 
true  that  Buonaparte  has  stopped  the  exportation  of  corn 
from  his  dominions?  If  it  be,  you  will  soon  see  the 
effect  of  it.  You  see,  that  no  rascal  of  a  newspaper  has 
touched  upon  the  subject.  It  will  come  upon  us  by-and- 
bye  with  a  vengeance." 


120 


IVILUAM  COBBETT. 


[1810] 


What  had  been  suggested? 

The  reader  will  recollect  [ante,  p.  96]  that  the 
notion  of  any  intercession  on  his  behalf  was  warmly 
deprecated  by  Mr.  Cobbett  from  the  very  first;  and 
no  sign  of  a  craven  spirit  had  appeared  during  all 
these  twelve  tantalizing  months.  His  mind  was 
made  up.  The  long-deferred  prospect  of  a  term  in 
prison  had  been  getting  still  more  remote,  and  its 
accompanying  terrors  would  be  unheeded.  But, 
back  again  among  his  beloved  fields  and  woods, 
and  surrounded  by  a  little  family  which  could  but 
dimly  appreciate  the  situation  ;  struck  with  anxious 
cares  that  must  result  from  his  predicament,  he 
listens  to  a  suggestion. 

The  form  and  the  terms  of  that  suggestion  are 
unknown,  and  will  probably  remain  unknown  ;  that 
is  of  little  consequence,  however.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  before  a  week  was  out,  negotiations  were  going 
on,  through  Mr.  John  Reeves,  for  some  measure 
of  indulgence,  by  which,  at  least,  the  Attorney- 
General  was  to  hold  his  hand,  and  not  move  the 
Court  for  judgment.  At  the  same  time,  a  farewell 
article  was  prepared  for  the  Political  Register;  for 
Mr.  Cobbett  foresaw  that  he  could  not  continue  it 
without  softening  his  tone,  if  he  were  to  be  in- 
dulged ;  and  softening  his  tone  was  out  of  the 
question.  Preparations  were  made  for  disposing  of 
the  remaining  sets  of  the  work,  and  for  renouncing 

o 

his  profession  of  political  writer, "  until  better  days." 
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This  weakness  did  not  last  lonj^.  There 
would  seem  to  have  been  a  suspicion  that  the 
Government  were  enticing  him  into  making  tlic 
sacrifice  before  letting  the  law  come  down  in  all  its 
force. 

yvn.  C.  to  J.  \V. 

"  I  will  not  sacrifice  fortune  without  securing  freedom 
in  return.  It  would  be  both  baseness  and  folly.  Your 
threat  to  R[eeves]  was  good,  and  spoke  my  sentiment 
exactly.  I  have  not  time  for  telKng  you  my  plan  now; 
but  let  it  suffice  that,  really,  from  the  bottom  of  my 
soul,  I  would  RATHKR  be  Called  up  than  put  down  the 
Regish-r:' 

On  the  following  day,  Peter  Finnerty  posted  up 
to  London  with  full  powers  to  stop  negotiation, 
and  to  see  that  the  farewell  article  was  cancelled. 
Need  it  be  said  that  the  affair  got  wind  >  It  was 
intended  to  get  it  in  the  wind.  No  one  can  doubt 
that  this  was  a  final  effort  to  add  to  the  discom- 
fiture, and  tarnish  the  reputation,  of  a  really  brave 
man,  by  exposing  him  to  the  charge  of  having  sold 
himself  at  last. 

And  the  effort  was,  to  some  extent,  successful. 
Absurd  versions  of  the  story  were  circulated  for 
years  afterwards,  and  ridiculous  misrepresentations 
are  still  afloat :  all  of  which  have  the  merit  of  being 
consistent,  on  one  point,  viz.,  in  the  exhibition  of 
an  unquenchable  hatred  toward  one  of  the  bravest 
and  faithfulest  souls  that  ever  breathed. 
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After  Flnnerty's  departure,  the  spirits  of  the  h'ttle 
household  arose  once  more.  "  Inci^^nation  and  re- 
sentment took-  place  of  grief  and  alarm;"  Mrs. 
Cobbett  and  her  little  Nancy  got  their  courage 
back  again  ;  and  the  master  wrote  up  to  London — 
"  The  best  way  is  to  be  as  calm  as  possible,  and  to 
wait  with  patience  for  better  days."  ICven  Mr. 
Wright,  inspired  with  returning  pluck,  thinks  there 
ought  to  be  "  something  powerful "  sent  up  for  next 
week's  paper. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  the  four  defendants  answered 
to  their  bail,  while  the  Attorney-General  prayed 
the  judgment  of  the  Court.  Fresh  hypocn'sy  was 
uttered,  of  course  : — 

"  The  army,  against  whom  this  libel  is  in  a  peculiar 
manner  directed,  calls  on  the  Court  for  judgment  against 
its  traducer The  Government  calls  for  confirma- 
tion of  its  legal  powers The  country  calls   for 

protection  against  the  numerous  evils  which  the  propa- 
gation of  such  publications  was  calculated  to  engender. 

Justice  is  called  for;  and  justice,  to  be  sure, 

will  be  tempered  with  mercy.  But  the  Court  will  not 
forget  that  mercy  is  due  to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  the 
defendant  at  the  bar." 


The  defendants  were  forthwith  committed  to  the 
King's  Bench  prison,  with  directions  that  they  be 
brought  up  on  the  following  Monday  to  receive 
sentence. 

The  Register,  meanwhile,  had  been  for  two  con- 
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sccutivc  weeks  without  any  contribution  to  the 
topics  of  the  day,  on  the  part  of  the  editor  ;  and 
now,  again,  he  is  compelled  to  apologize,  for  the 
third  time,  for  a  similar  omission/  He  had  not 
nearly  completed  his  domestic  arrangements,  before 
it  was  necessary  to  leave  ]?otley  for  the  last  time. 
And,  as  for  sitting  down  to  write  for  the  information 

*  Tliis  oniiltiii},'  to  write  for  two  or  three  weeks,  to},a'tlier  with  the 
rumoured  (lro|)j)inf,'  of  the  Rc:^isU-r,  created  tremendous  sensation 
among  tiie  scril)i)ling  fraternity.  Tlie  Morning  ChronUU'  returned 
to  Cobl.ett  all  the  warm  feelings  which  I'erry  had  received  from 
him.  The  Exiiininct;  on  the  otiier  hand,  was  mercilessly  unjust. 
That  vigorous  paper  was  then  in  its  early  priggish  days,  and  could 
brook  no  rivalry.  Leigh  Hunt  looked  with  contempt  upon  all  the 
set  of  Cohhetts  and  Cochranes,  as  not  Reform...ts  after  liis  sort,  and 
he  now  proceeded  to  attack  Cobbett  violently  for  his  timidity,  and 
for  his  whining  about  being  torn  from  his  home,  tVc;  adding  that 
politicians  must  be  preparetl  to  endanger  individual  freedom  for  the 
sake  of  the  general  good.  But  then  the  "spirit  of  martyrdom  had 
been  inculcated  "  in  the  Hunts  from  the  very  craille. 

The  readers  of  the  ExamhuT,  however,  were  not  at  one  with 
their  editor  upon  tiiis  point.  One  correspondent  thought  it  ill- 
befitting  a  Reformist  to  overlook  .ill  the  merits  of  a  fcllow-labourcr, 
just  at  the  moment  of  his  being  down,  and  "to  dwell  with  a 
malignant  ecstasy  on  all  the  failings  that  industrious  malice  could 
scrape  together  from  years  of  bold  and  zealous  service."  It  was 
also  pointed  out,  with  much  justice,  that  Mr.  Cobbett  was  singular 
in  this  :  that  he  not  only  confessed  his  errors  when  he  had  found 
them  out,  but  argued  clearly  and  decisively  against  them.  Of 
course,  :he  Examiner  was  so  clever  that  it  had  no  errors  to  retr.act. 
L2igh  Hunt  appears  to  have  discovered,  in  after-years,  that  he 
often  made  extravagant  demands  upon  other  people's  virtue  ;  and 
the  allusion,  in  his  autobiography,  to  some  want  of  charity  toward 
other  ])eoi)le's  opinions,  points  to  this  period,  when  intolerance  could 
aninuite  the  Radical  quite  as  easily  .as  the  privileged  mind. 

Mr.  Redhead  Vorke  had  long  been  converted  from  Radicalism, 
and  had  no  sympathy  for  the  delinquent.  But  he  was,  now,  on  the 
other  side. 
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or  the  amusement  of  the  public,  every  one  must  feel 
the  impossibility  of  his  being  able  so  to  divert  his 
mind  from  the  circumstances  in  which  he  was  now 
placed.  He  could  not  banish  the  thought,  that 
exactly  ten  years  ago  to  the  very  day,  he  landed 
in  England,  "  after  having  lost  a  fortune  in  America 
solely  for  the  sake  of  that  same  England  ;"  yet  his 
reflections,  he  added,  were  "in  some  measure 
driven  out  by  the  contempt  which  I  feel  for  the 
venal  slaves  who  have  seized  upon  this  (as  they 
regard  it)  moment  of  my  depression,  to  misrepre- 
sent and  insult  me." 

Westminster  Hall  was  crowded  on  the  following 
Monday.  Strangers  were  ordered  to  be  removed 
from  the  lower  part  of  the  Court ;  but  the  order 
had  to  be  disregarded,  for  fear  of  adding  to  the 
confusion.  Ellenborough,  with  three  other  judges, 
occupied  the  bench,  of  whom  Mr.  Justice  Grose  was 
the  one  selected  to  pass  sentence.  After  judgment 
had  been  prayed,  in  the  usual  form,  the  judge 
proceeded  to  remark  upon  the  enormity  of  the 
offence : — 


SI 
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The  libel  was  a  work  which  no  well-disposed  mind 
could  doubt  to  have  been  framed  for  the  most  pernicious 
objects.  Looking  at  the  time  at  which  it  was  written— 
looking  at  the  circumstances  of  the  world— there  could  be 
no  Joubt  of  the  evil  intentions  of  the  paper.  The  whole 
tendency  of  it  was,  in  so  many  words,  to  excite  unwilling- 
ness and  dislike  to  the  service  of  the  country,  amongst 
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those  who  are  to  be  its  defence,  and  to  insult  those 
foreigners  who  are  in  our  service,  to  deprive  the  country 
of  their  honourable  assistance,  and  to  paralyze  the  energies 
of  the  State.     The  objects  of  the  libel  were  too  palpable 

for   doubt,  &c -  The  jury  found  you,  William 

Cobbett,  guilty,  upon  the  fullest  and  most  satisfactory 
evidence.     If  it  were  to  be  allowed,  that  your  object  was 
not  to  enfeeble  and  embarrass  the  operations  of  Govern- 
ment, there  can  be  no  ground  for  exculj^ating  vou  from 
the  guilt  of  libelling,  for  the  base  and  degrading  object  of 
making  a  stipend  by  your  crime.     If  there  had  been  no 
other  imputation  upon  you,  the  Court,  as  protecting  the 
purity  and  peace  of  the  pubHc  mind,  would  have  felt  itself 
called  on  to  punish  you   severely.     It  is  strange  that  a 
man  who  mixes  so  much  in  general  and  private  life,  as 
you  do,  should  not  see  that  such  acts,  as  those  for  which 
you  have  been  tried,  are  only  productive  of  mischief  to 
every  mind  that  is  influenced   by  them ;  and  that  they 
necessarily  terminate  in  punishment  on  the  guilty  authors. 
It  is  strange  that   experience   should   not   have   taught 
you,  and  that  you  should  be  only  advancing  in  a  con- 
tinual progress  of  malignity.     What  were    the  circum- 
stances which  you  distorted  in  your  libel?   the  whole 
intention  of  which  was  to  throw  disgrace  on  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  disgust  and  alienate  the  army.     If  you  had 
anything  to  offer  in  extenuation,  you  might  have  offered 
it ;  the  Court  would  have  received  it ;  and,  at  all  events, 
impartial  justice  would  have  been  dealt  to  you.    I  now 
pass  the  sentence  of  the  Court  upon  you,  William  Cobbett, 
as  the  principal  criminal  amongst  those  who  now  stand 
before  the  Court :  the  Court  do  accordingly  adjudge  that 
you,  William  Cobbett,  pay  to  our  Lord  the  King  a  fine  of 
looo/.;  that  you  be  imprisoned  in  His  Majesty's  gaol  of 
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Newgate  for  the  space  of  two  years,  and  that  at  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time,  you  enter  into  a  recognizance  to 
keep  the  peace  for  seven  years — yourself  in  the  sum  of 
3000/.,  and  two  good  and  sufficient  sureties  in  the  sum  of 
1000/.  each;  and  further,  that  you  be  imprisoned  till  that 
recognizance  be  entered  into,  and  that  fine  paid." 

Mr.    Hansard    was    then     sentenced    to    three 
months'  imprisonment  in  the  King's  Bench,  and  to 


enter    into    recognizances   for    three   years 


Mr. 


Budd  and  Mr.  Bagshawwere  each  sent  to  the  same 
prison  for  a  period  of  two  months. 

A  smile*  arose  on  Cobbett's  face  as  the  terms 
of  this  dread  sentence  were  unfolded, — a  sentence 
which  must  needs  either  crush  its  victim  into 
irrevocable  ruin,  or  so  press  down  upon  an  un- 
known and  unsuspected  buoyancy,  as  to  bring 
upon  its  authors  a  recoil  from  the  effects  of  which 
they  would  never  escape. 

From  that  hour,  the  sword  which  had  been  so 
near  laying  by  to  rust,  had  its  blade  new  tempered, 
whilst  the  scabbard  was  clean  cast  away  for  ever. 

*  Times,  Juiy  lOlh. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

"  TO    PUT    A    MAN    IN    PRISON    FOR  A    YEAR    OR 
TWO  DOES   NOT  KILL   HIM.-" 

So  the  patriot  was  down.  Down,  among  the 
felons.  To  keep  company,  for  a  period  of  two 
years,  "  with  swindlers,  and  with  persons  convicted 
of  the  most  detestable  crimes,"  was  he  set  down  ; 
unless  he  should  ransom  himself  away  from  their 
immediate  society.  There  he  was,  torn  away  from 
home,  subjected  to  untold  difficulties,  financial  and 
other,  and  deprived  of  liberty— in  the  cause  of 
humanity  and  of  national  justice. 

The. absurdity  of  this  outrageous  sentence  was 
soon  manifest.  The  whole  country  cried  "Shame !" 
Even  the  toad-eating  ministerial  newspapers  were 
silent.  Save  mutilation,  it  was  going  back  two 
hundred  years. 

Not  that  this  was  a  solitary  affair :  there  were 
other  sufferers  in  durance  vile,  or  with  the  prospect 
of  it  over  their  heads  ;  and  the  existing  generation 
liad  not  forgotten  the  victims  of  1792-4.     But  this 
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was  so  notorious  :  here  was  a  man  whose  writings 
were  patriotic,  manly,  eloquent ; — and  so  far  unsur- 
passed by  those  of  any  of  his  cotemporaries— 
bundled  into  jail  for  speaking  the  plain  truth  about 
public  affairs,  and  proving  it  as  he  went  along. 

Exactly  a  year  ago  it  had  been  openly  declared 
that  they  were  determined  to  crush  him !  And 
now  the  blow  had  fallen  : — 

"  They  thought  that  this  savage  sentence  would  break 
my  heart,  or  at  least  silence  me  for  ever.  It  was,  indeed, 
a  bloody  stab.  They  thought  they  had  got  rid  of  me. 
just  after  the  verdict  of  guilty  was  found,  Perceval  met 
his  brother-in-law  Redesdale,  at  the  portal  of  Westminster 
Hall.  They  shook  hands,  and  gave  each  other  joy! 
....  Curtis  *  met  Tierney  in  the  Hall :  '  Ah  !  ah  !  we 
have  got  him  at  last,'  said  Curtis.  '  Poor  Cobbett  !  let 
him  be  bold  now  ! '  The  old  place-hunter  answered, 
•  D — n  him  !  I  hope  they'll  squeeze  him  ! '  They  did 
squeeze  indeed  ;  but  their  claws,  hard  as  they  were,  did 
not  squeeze  hard  enough.  .  .  .  The  ruffians  put  me  into 
prison  in  lucky  time  for  me — put  me  into  prison,  and 
tied  me  to  the  stake  of  politics." 

But  let  that  pass.  A  prison  is  a  prison.  A 
convicted  libeller  is  a  convicted  libeller.  And,  a 
convicted  libeller  having  made  his  bed,  let  him  lie 
upon  it !     The  wretch  should  ha>'e  taken  into  the 

1  Alderman  Sir  William  Curtis,  Member  for  the  City  of  London. 
He  had  amassed  great  wealth  as  a  war  contractor,  and  was  now  a 
staunch  supporter  of  the  ministry. 
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account,  when  he  made  his  stab  at  a  merciful  but 
just  executive,  that  he  ran  the  risk  of  being  thrown 
into  the  enforced  companionship  of  other  villains. 
He  had  made  his  choice  :  it  was  not  for  him  to 
complain  that  the  logic  of  events  had  left  him  in 
jail,  and  that  folks  outside  were  laughing  at  him. 
Yes,  let  that  pass,  it  is  no  concern  of  ours.  That 
which  it  behoves  us  to  consider— that  which  is 
infinitely  more  interesting  to  us— is  this  question, 
W/iat  came  of  it  all  ? 

In  the  first  place,  before  Mr.  Cobbctt  was  re- 
leased, flogging  had  become  so  discredited  as  to  be 
nearly  in  desuetude,  as  regards  the  British  army. 
Secondly,  the  degrading  practice  was  totally 
abolished  in  the  United  States  army,  by  Act  of 
Congress  of  April  loth,  1812. 

As  was  observed  in  a  previous  chapter,  this  topic 
was  now  uppermost  in  the  public  mind.     And,  as 
though  sufficient  warning  had  not   been   derived 
from   the  fate   of  Cobbett,  a  reckless   provincial 
editor  must    needs   court   a   similar    martyrdom. 
This  was  Mr.  Drakard,  of  the   Stamford  Nezvs, 
who  admitted  into  his  paper,  of  the  24th  August, 
a  bitter   paragraph  concerning  "one  THOUSAND 
LASHES  ;"  a  paragraph  "of  a  nature  so  infamous, 
so  seditious,  and  so  dangercus,  that  no  good  man 
who  heard  it  read  could  restrain  his  resentment," 
&c.     Of  course.     So,  as  Mr.  Drakard  had  made 
his  bed,  he  might  lie  upon  it ;  which   he   did,   for 
VOL.  n.  j^ 
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the  space  of  eighteen  months  in  Lincohi  jail," — 
for  the  sake  of  dear  good  men,  who  could  not 
"  restrain  their  resentment "  at  being  told,  that 
punishment  and  merciless  barbarity  were  not  con- 
vertible terms. 

Those  were,  indeed,  good  old  times.  If  there 
is  anything,  more  than  another,  which  stamps 
mediocrity  upon  the  governing  men  of  that  day 
(not  excepting  the  "  first  gent."  himself),  it  is  their 
persistent  disregard  of  the  affections  of  the  \>  oplc, 
as  displayed  in  the  measures  entertained  by  the 
Legislature  ;  ^  the  callosity  of  heart  and  mind 
with  which  they  faced  any  appeal  to  the  better 
feelings  of  human  nature,  on  bchaI'"of  the  unnum- 
bered and  unwashed. 

At  last,  however,  flogging  was  being  deprecated. 
And  it  is  due  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  to  record,  that 
he  was  instrumental  in  bringing  the  attention  of 

'  The  Examiner  coj^iecl  this  paragraph,  and  the  proprietors  were 
prosecu'ed,  but  the  jury  acquitted  tliem. 

*  Talie,  as  a  specimen,  the  following  proposal : — The  Spilsby 
Poor  Bill  was  p,  measure  brought  before  Parliament,  early  in  iSli, 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  directors  of  the  union  to  compel  the 
poor,  whether  asking  relief  or  not,  to  go  into  the  workhouse.  They 
were  to  be  allowed  to  enter  houses  at  their  discretion  to  search  for 
vagrants.  They  might  commit  to  solitary  imprisonment,  without 
limit,  the  poor  whom  they  collected,  and  administer  moJcraU  correc- 
tion for  misbehaviour  !  ( Vide  Parliamentary  Debates,  March  26, 
181 1.)  This  brutal  idea  was  soon  snufted  out,  at  the  instance  of 
Sir  Samuel  Romilly  ;  but  what  a  picture  does  it  not  present,  of  the 
combination  of  imbecility  and  cruelty  which  could  rule  the  minds  of 
some  of  the  potential  classes  of  society  ! 
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rarl.amcnt   to   the    matter.     He    had    moved    in 
1808,  without  effect,  that  a  return  of  floj^r.rin-s  be 
presented   to  the   Mouse.     Again,  in    i8n,  he  re- 
vived the    subject,  with  the  result  that  a  clause 
found   Its  way  into  the  Mutiny  m\,  havin-  for  its 
tendency  the  "lessening  the  quantity  of  floggin^ 
in  the  army."     In  the  following  Session.  Alnrdott 
insisted    upon    the    necessity    of  abolishing    the 
practice   altogether  :    vainly,   however  ;    although 
his   action    produced  an  unmistakable   chan-e  m 
the  tone  of  Government  and  its  supporters. 

During   this    discussion,    in    March,    181-    Mr 
Brougham  brought  Cobbett's  name  into  the  pro- 
ceedings, to  the  infinite  disgust  of  some  ministerial 
toad-eaters.     They  protested  :  they  "felt  extremely 
hurt  that  the  indiscreet  language  of  the  learned 
gentleman  should  go  out  to  the  public,  as  biddino- 
the   army   look   up   to   Mr.    Cobbett   for   redress^ 
instead  of  to  their  own  officers." 

They  had  done  better  to  leave  Mr.  Cobbett  to 
his  own  native  insignificance  ;  and  not  rouse  him 
with  his  whipcord  in  hand  :— 

"  Here  is,  even  from  the  mouths  of  the  Government 
themsc  ves,  an  acknowledgment  that  it  is  a  good  thingto 
make  the  practice  of  flogging  less  general'  Tl  th  ! 
have  now  distinctly  avowed,  that  it  is  desirable  to  narrow 
this  practice ;  and  they  boast  of  having,  in  some  d  '  1 

Mutm>.  Act.     .Now  then,  said  Mr.   Brougham,  if'  this 
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be  the  case,  or  as  far  as  the  good  has  gone,  it  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  press ;  and  that,  while  those  who  were 
honest  and  bold  enough  to  begin  this  battle  in  the  cause 
of  humanity  ;  while  those  who  fought  the  good  fight  and 
won  an  inestimable  victory  in  that  great  cause ;  while  Mr. 
Drakard  and  I  were  shut  up  in  a  prison,  the  Government 
were  boasting  of  the  success  of  a  measure  founded  upon 
our  principles.  He  added,  that '  the  legislature  had  been 
obliged,  with  respect  to  this  question,  to  act  upon  the 
very  principles  of  Mr.  Cobbett,  who  was  now  in  jail  for 
his  unseasonable  declaration  of  them.'  This  seems  to 
have  given  great  offence  to  several  members  of  the  honour- 
able House,  who  observed  that  the  soldiers  ought  to  be 
taught  to  THANK  THEIR  OFFICERS  for  the  measure,  and 
NOT  Mr.  Cobeett  !  Oh,  dear,  no  !  That  would  be  a 
sad  thing !  It  would  be  a  sad  thing  if  the  soldiers  were 
to  look  to  ME  for  redress ;  especially  after  my  being  sent 
to  a  felon's  jail,  which,  of  course,  was  to  mark  me  out  for 
a  man  to  be  shunned,  rather  than  looked  up  to.  The 
truth  is,  that  this  merit  of  having  been  the  beginner  of  the 
battle  in  the  cause  of  the  soldiers  does  not  belong  to  me. 
It  belongs  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett.  .  .  . 

^  "  Sir  George  Warrender  describes  Mr.  Brougham  as 
bidding  the  army  look  to  me  for  redress  instead  of  look- 
ing to  their  own  officers.  Why,  really,  I  do  not  see  why 
this  should  hurt  the  gentleman's  feelings  so  much.  What 
harm  could  it  do  ?  What  could  the  public  or  the  soldiers 
learn  from  any  speech  of  Mr.  Brougham  more  about  me 
than  they  know  already  ?  They  all  know  very  well  what 
I  am  in  jail  for.  .  .  .  The  newspapers  were  kept  full  of 
me  and  my  crime  for  the  best  part  of  a  month ;  from  the 
newspapers  I  and  my  crime  got  into  the  caricature  shops  ; 
and,  in  short,  while  in  jail  myself,  all  those  (and  very 
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numerous  they  were),  who  were  in  hopes  that  I  was  gone 
to  my  last  home,  used  every  means  in  their  power  to 
blacken  my  character.  ,  .  , 

"  Surely  Sir  George  Warrender  might  have  trusted,  in 
such  a  case,  to  the  understanding q{\\\^  army!    He  might 
surely  have  confided  in  their  taste  not  to  look  up  to  me 
instead  of  their   officers,  especially  after    the  repeated 
assurances  of  Sir  Vicary  Gibbs,  that  the  army  despised 
such  writings  as  mine,  and  held  their  authors  in  abhor- 
rence.    After  this,  I  think  Sir  George  Warrender  might 
have  spared  any  expression  of  the  wound  given  to  his 
feelings  at  hearing  language  that  tended  to  induce  the 
army  to  look  up  to  me  instead  of  '-oking  up  to  their  own 
officers  for  redress.    *  Indiscreet  language  ! '    As  if  the  sub- 
ject had  been  all  tinder:  as  if  there  had  been  imminent 
danger  in  even  warning  me,  lest  the  soldiers  should  hear, 
or  see,  my  name!     Really,  though  sitting  here  in  a  jail, 
I  can  hardly  help  laughing  at  the  idea." 

"  When  it  was  known  in  America,  that  so  heavy,  so 
dreadful  a  sentence,  had  been  passed  upon  me,  a  sen- 
tence which  no  man  could  regard  as  much  short  of  death ; 
a  sentence  surpassing  in  severity  those  for  nineteen-twen- 
tiethsqf  the  felonies;  when  this  sentence  was  heard  of  in 
America,  where  every  creature  was  well  acquainted  with 
what  I  had  there  suffered  from  my  devotion  to  my  coun- 
try, every  one  naturally  felt  eager  to  know  what  I  could 
have  done  to  merit  such  a  sentence  ?  And,  when  the  peo- 
ple of  that  country  came  to  see  what  it  was  ;  when  they 
came  to  read  the  article,  for  the  writing  of  which  I  was 
to  be  so  heavily  pnnished ;  when  they  came  to  consider 
the  subject-matter  of  that  publication,  and  to  reflect  on 
how    they    themselves   might   become  interested  in  it, 
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there  naturally  c.imc  forth  through  the  press  an  expres- 
sion of  some  sentiments  which  have  finally  had  their  effect 
m  producing  the  Act  of  Congress  al.ove  inserted ;  and 
hus  has  the  hateful  practice  of  flogging  men  been  abo- 
I'shed  by  Jaw  in  a  great  and  rising,  and  wonderfully- 
mcreasing  nation.      I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  the 
American  Government  would  have  had  any  desire  to 
continue  the  practice  of  flogging,  though  the  discussions 
on  the  subject  had  never  taken  place  in  England.     On 
the  contrary,  I  am  of  opinion  that  that  Government  was 
glad  of  an  op,,ortunity  of  getting  rid  of  it;  but  I  am  of 
opimon  that  the  thing  would  not  have  been  thought  of, 
had  It  not  been  for  the  discussions  in  England.     Sir  Vicary 
Gibbs  was  little  apprehensive  of  these  effects  when  he  was 
prosecuting  me  ;  he  could  scarcely  have  hoped  that  his 
labourswould  be  productive  of  consequences  so  important, 
so  beneficial,  and  honourable  to  mankind ;  he  hardly  I 
dare  say,  flattered  himself  that  he  was  ensuring  the  exten- 
sion  of  his  renown  through  a  whole  continent  of  readers." 

It  was,  then,  no  idle  boast,  that  imprisonment 
need  not  kill,  nor  even  seriously  injure,  a  man  • 
that  a  jail  was  "  as  good  a  place  for  study  as  any 
other."     But,  really,  although   the  temporary  loss 
of  liberty  ,s  an  unpleasant  thing,  considered  in  the 
abstract,  there  can  be  no  possible  objection  to  a 
man   putting  as  good   a   face  as  he  can  on  the 
matter.     Life   itself   is   nothing    but    a    life-lon- 
struggle  of  a  kindred  character  :  to  try  and  get  an 
optimist  view  of  bad  circumstances.     And  if  one 
must  needs  take  his  daily  exercise  upon  the  leads 
of  Newgate  prison,  instead  of  through  his  coppices 
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and  cornfields:  if  he  must  j,rct  his  "violets  and 
primroses,  and  cowsh'ps  and  harebells,"  sent  up  by 
the  carrier,  because  of  their  extreme  rarity  in  the 
street  below ;  let  him  thank  a  propitious  Heaven 
for  so  much ! 

In   point   of  fact,   {q.\v  prisoners   were  ever   so 
blessed  as  Cobbett.     The  reader  is  familiar  enoii-h 
(from  the  pages  of  "Advice,"  &c.)  with  the  current 
of  domestic  joy  that  kx-pt  flowing.     But,  besides 
having  one  or  other  of  his  family  continually  with 
him,  there  were  always  sympathizing  visitors :  per- 
sonal friends,  business  acquaintances,  deputations 
from   clubs   and   societies   all   over  the  kingdom. 
And,  what  was  of  no  little  importance,  Matthew 
Wood  was  sheriff,  who  attended,  in  every  possible 
way,  to  the  comfort  of  his  prisoner.     Earon  Maseres ' 
came    frequently,   and   "always   in   his    wig    and 
gown,  in  order,  as  he  said,  to  show  his  abhorrence 
of  the  sentence." 

<  Francis  Maseres  (1731-1824),  Cursitor  Baron  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, came  of  a  Huguenot  family,  and  was  a  man  of  high  culti- 
vation, bemg  especially  distinguished  for  his  mathematical  attain- 
ments  and  his  knowledge  of  English  constitutional  history 
Although  his  name  is  now  almost  forgotten,  he  produced  a  number 
of  short  essays  and  treatises  on  his  favourite  subjects,  many  of 
which,  however,  are  buried  away  in  the  newspapers  of  his  time, 
Cobbett  s  Porcupine  being  one  to  which  he  contributed.  Maseres 
was  a  moderate  Reformer,  and  what  opinions  he  had  were  rather 
allowed  to  filtrate  through  his  own  select  circle  of  friends  tlian 
pushed  forward  into  naked  notoriety.  He  pursued  a  quiet,  intellec- 
tual life,  and  devoted  a  large  portion  of  his  means  to  charitable  and 
liberal  purposes.  Cobbett  never  mentions  his  name  without  affec- 
tionate reverence. 
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•'  I  was  hardly  arrived  when  the  brave  old  Major  Cart- 

r^^'^V''^'"^' You[I'i.:tkr  Walker,  of  Worth. 

Sussex]  were  the  next  to  arrive;  and  when,  by  dint  of 
money,  I  had  obtained  the  favour  to  be  put  into  a  room 
by  myself,  you  hurried  home,  and  brought  me  bedstead 
chairs,  tables,  bedding,  and  everything ;  and  I  think  I 
see  you  now,  stripped  in  your  shirt,  putting  the  bedstead 
together  and  making  up  my  bed.     Du)  'ng  the  whole  of 
the  two  years  you  never  suffered  me  to  be  lonely ;  and 
your  kmdness  was  such,  that  wlien  you  found  me  engaged 
—when  any  one  arrived-you  instantly  departed,  unless 
pressed  to  stay.      Thus  proving  that  your  visits  arose 
solely  from  your  desire  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  con- 
finement.     And,  at  the  close  of  the  period,  though  the 
sum  was  so  enormous,  and  the  period  so  long,  you,  with 
my  excellent  friend  Erown,  voluntarily  became  my  bail 
and   spoke   of  it,  as   he  did,  as  an   honour  done   to 
yourself." 

And,  as  to  his  health,  Cobbctt  would  boast  in 
after  years  that  he  never  had  even  a  headache  for 
a  moment ;  never  enjoyed  better  health  or  spirits  • 
never  had  hopes  mor,  lively,  or  thoughts  more 
gay.  than  in  that  prison. 

But  that  which,  above  all  other  matters,  appeared 
to  be  the  great  solace  of  his  prison-life,  was  the  pro- 
duction of  his  famous  work  on  the  Currency,  under 
the   title  of  "  Paper  against  Gold."^    The  tricks 

•  This  work  was  begun  shortly  after  Cobbett's  arrival  i„  Kew- 
gate.  His  contention  was  that  the  Bank  coi.ld  never  again  pay  in 
specie  or  ,n  paper  at  par,  unless  the  interest  on  the  Funds  ws 
reduced.     Ihe  loans  having  been  contracted  to  a  large  extent  L 


'' I'APER  AGAINST  gold:'  i^y 

and  contrivances  by  which  paper-money  had  been, 
alonj;  with  the  funding  system,  made  the  means  of 

paper,  this  .secmc<l  roasonal.le  enough  ;  and  the  idea  was  Pcncrally 
acceptfxl  nmonK  the  classes  wlio  sufTcred  so  scvcrdy  fn.m  monetary 
pressure  ilunnji  sul«c(iuent  years,  although  otliers  thought  it  was 
sapi.ing  the  foundations  of  public  morality,"  and  so  on 
The  first  letter  appeared  in  the  A'r^hier  of  Sept.  i,  i8io,  under 
the  tulc  of  "Paper  against  Gold;    being  an  Examination  of  the 
Report  of  the  IJullion  Committee ;  in  a  Series  of  Letters  to  the 
Tradesmen  and  Farmers  in  and  near  Salisbury."     It  was  afterwards 
reiirmted  in  full,  with  ad<litions,  under  the  title  of  "  Paper  against 
Gold,  an.l  Glory  against  Prosperity"  (retail  price,  twenty  shillings, 
in  paper  money). 

During  the  remainder  of  Cohbett's  life,  he  was  always  at  battle- 
(lore  an<l  shuttlecock  over  the  Currency  question.     A  j.assage  from 
one  of  his  American  yV^xV^Av^  was  one  that  he  was  especially  fond  of 
scnchng  up,  in  uhid,  he  declared   thni   i,    •  ould  be  impossible  to 
carry  Peel's  Hill  of  1S19  into  full  -  f         .^^^  ,,.^^,„^       ^^jj,,  „^  ^^^^^^ 
to  Castlercagh  to  have  leave  "to  .ay  aie  on  a  gri.liron  and  broil  me 
alive   while  S.dmouth  may  stir  the  coals,  and  Canning  stand  by  and 
laugh  at  my  groans."     The  P,ill  did  take  effect,  after  a  fashion,  but 
with  traiiendous  difficulties  in  its  train  ;  and  the  feast  of  the  gridiron 
came  off  at  last,  on  the  9th  uf  April,   1826,  not  in  the  style  that  was 
onginally  proposed,  but  ni  the  shape  of  a  dinner  at  the  London 
Xavern.     Por  a  full  account  of  it  see  the  Jl/orni,,^.  Herald  oi  the 
following  day. 

Another  bit  of  .  amour  was  an  attempt  in  verse  :— 

"  Of  paper  coin  how  vast  the  pow'r  1 
It  breaks  or  makes  us  in  an  hour. 
And  thus,  perhaps,  a  beggar's  shirt, 
^Vhen  finely  ground  and  clear'd  of  dirt, 
Then  recompress'd  by  hand  or  Iiopper, 
And  printed  on  by  sheet  of  copper, 
May  raise  ten  beggars  to  renown, 
And  tumble  fifty  nobles  down  !  " 

When  Cobbett  took  the  house  at  183,  Fleet  Street,  he  prepared  a 
big  gridiron  as  a  shop-sign,  and  also  headed  lu.  journal  with  a 
woodcut  of  that  utensil. 
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placing  unwieldy  fortunes  in  the  hands  of  specu- 
lators, was  his  utter  abhorrence.     The  glory  was 
departed  from  England,  in  his  eyes,  if  public  credit 
were  to  hang  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  i^w,  as 
against  the  multitude.     And,  regarding  a  fictitious 
currency,  shifting  in  value  from  day  to  day,  some- 
times e^       from  hour  to  hour,  as  a  leading  cause 
of  the   debt   which   was  accumulating  to  such  a 
terrible   figure,— he  resolved   to  devote  a  part  of 
his  newly-found  leisure  to  the  systematizing  of  his 
thought  upon  the  subject. 

Accordingly,  upon  the  ist  of  September,  he 
commenced  a  series  of  papers,  founded  upon  the 
recent  report  of  the  Bullion  Committee  ;  tracing 
the  history  of  the  National  Debt,  and  of  the 
schemes  for  raising  money  which  had  been  in 
vogue  during  the  war. 

Here  is  his  story  (told  in  1822)  of  the  first  con- 
ception of  the  plan,  and  his  notion  of  its  value  :— 

"  The  next  day  after  Gibbs,  Ellenborough,  and  their 
associates,  had  got  me  safe  in  Newgate,  an  American 
friend  of  mine,  who  had  the  clearest  and  soundest  head 
of  almost  any  man  I  ever  knew  in  my  life,  and  for  whom 
I  had  and  still  have  a  very  great  personal  regard,  came 
to  see  mc  in  a  very  miserable  hole,  though  better  than 
that  to  which  I  had  been  sentenced,  and  from  which  I 
finally  ransomed  myself  at  the  expense,  for  lodging  alone, 
of  1 200/.  Being  seated,  one  of  us  on  each  side  of  a  little 
bit  of  a  table,  he  said,  looking  up  into  my  face,  with  his  arms 
folded  upon  the  edge  of  the  table,  '  Well !  they  have  got 
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you  at  last.     And  now,  what  will  you  do  ?'  After  a  moment 
or  two  I  answered,  « What  do  you  think  I  ought  to  do  ? ' 
He  then  gave  me  his  opinion,  and  entered  pretty  much 
into  a  sort  of  plan  of  proceedings.     I  heard  him  out,  and 
then  I  spoke  to  him  in  much  about  these  words:  'No 
Dickins,  that  will  never  do.     This  nation  is  drunk,  it  is 
mad  as  a  March  hare,  and  mad  it  will  be  till  this  beastly 
frolic  {the  war)  is  over.     The  only  mode  of  proceeding, 
to  get  satisfaction,  requires  great  patience.     The  nation 
must  suffer  at  last,  and  greatly  and  dreadfully  suffer,  and 
m  that  suffering  it  will  come  to  its  reason,  and  to  tha^ 
justice  of  sentiment,  which  are  now  wholly  banished.     I 
shall  make  no  immediate  impression  by  tracing  the  paper- 
system  to  Its  deadly  root.     The   common  people  will 
stare  at  me,  and  the  rich  ruffians  will  swear;    but  the 
time  must  come  when  all  will  listen  ;  and  my  plan  is  to 
write  that  noio  which  I  can  hold  up  to  the  teeth  of  my 
msolent  enemies,  and  taunt  them  with  in  the  hour  of  their 

^'^^^^^^ 'I  then  described  to  him  the  outline  of 

what  I  intended  to  do  with  regard  to  the  paper-system  ; 
and  after  passing  a  very  pleasant  afternoon,  during  which 
we  selected  and  rejected  several  titles,  we  at  last  fixed 
upon  that  o{  Paper  against  Gold,  which  I  be^an  to  write 
and  to  publish  in  a  few  weeks  afterwards,  and  which  at 
the  end  of  thirteen  years,  I  hold  up  to  the  noses  of  Ihe 
insolent  foes  who  then  exulted  over  me,  and  tell  them 
'This  IS  what  you  got  by  my  having  been  sentenced  to 
Newgate  :  this  was  the  produce  of  that  deed  by  which  it 
was  hoped  and  believed,  that  I  was  pressed  down  never 

to  be  able  to  stir  again '  This  was  a  new  epoch  in 

the  progress  of  my  mind.  I  now  bent  my  whole  force  to 
one  object,  regarding  everything  else  as  of  no  consequence 
at  all.     The  pursuits  of  agriculture  and  gardening  filled 
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up  the  moments  of  mere  leisure  and  relaxation.  Other 
topics  than  tliat  of  paper-money  came  now  and  then  to 
make  a  variety  ;  but  this  was  the  main  thing.  I  never  had 
any  hope  m  anything  else ;  and  nothing  else  was  an  object 
of  my  care." 

So  the   attempt  to  crush    him  was    a    failure 
Rather,  they  read  defiance  in  every  page ;  and,  as 
time  wore  on,  it  was  seen  that  the  silence  of  defeat 
was  on  the  side  of  Mr.  Cobbctfs  foes.     The  Press 
Ignored  him ;  that  Press  which  had,  from  envy  at 
his  superior  talents  and  his  unexampled  success 
ransacked  the  vocabulary  of  Billingsgate  in  order 
to  abuse  a  man  they  could  not  answer  ;  which  had 
so  goaded  and  inflamed  the  persecuting  spirit  of 
the  time,  that  none  dared  speak  or  write  who  were 
not  sheltered  by  privilege,  or  who  had  not  bartered 
independence  for  the   favour  of  those  in    power 
Not   for  several   years  after   this   date  was  there 
much  desire  shown,  on  the  part  of  a  ministerial 
writer,  to  attract  the  glance  of  this  rampant  lion 

And  they  might  well  be  quiet.  If  this  imprison- 
ment had  neither  killed  nor  cured  him,  Mr.  Cobbett 
came  out  of  Newga'.e  an  altered  man.  He  was 
now  fifty  years  of  age,  and  a  few  grey  hairs  were 
just  appearing.  The  enormous  expenses  which  he 
had  been  put  to  (amounting,  from  first  to  last,  to 
more  than  six  thousand  pounds;,  and  the  discovery 
that  his  business  alTairs  were  hopelessly  involved 
made  up  a  bundle  of  difficulties  which  began  tc' 
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tcH'upon  his  temper.  Good-natured  sarcasms  made 
place  for  bitter  ones;  and  an  air  of  spitefulness 
would  come  over  his  writings  when  there  was  more 
thr.n  ordinary  cause  for  resentment.  His  essays 
were,  albeit  brilliant  as  ever,  sometimes  marred  by 
the  introduction  of  coarse  epithets ;  and,  during 
the  remainder  of  his  career,  this  cause  alone  sufficed 
to  estrange  many  of  his  friends,  and  to  put  a  stone 
into  the  hand  of '  nponents. 

Mr.  Cobb  .  writing  must  be  considered  as  at 
its  very  bcM  Junng  the  years  1810-12.  He  pro- 
bably gave  some  time  to  revision  ;  a  point  wh.ch 
he  had  been  inclined  to  neglect,  and  a  matter 
concerning  which  he  seemed  utterly  heedless  in 
later  years  ;  the  exclusive  devotion  to  his  pen,  now 
so  far  removed  from  rural  distractions,  necessarily 
produced  better  work. 

But  it  cannot  be  said  that  there  was  any  dete- 
rioration in  Cobbett's  literary  style,  beyond  the 
warmth  of  expression  engendered  by  fiercer 
animosity.  The  best  known  works  of  William 
Cobbctt  belong  to  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life  • 
and  if  they  are  painfully  full  of  personal  hatreds  it 
must  be  recollected  that  those  were,  indeed,  times 
to  try  men's  souls  ;  the  oppressor  and  the  oppressed 
had  seldom  been,  in  England,  in  such  close  conflict  • 
and  a  leader  and  guider  of  men,  on  the  side  of  the 
latter,  had  need  to  be  fierce  and  uncompromising. 
The  soldier,  foremost  of  your  storming-party,  has 


m 


I'H 


)l  •■ 


ft 


H2  WTLLIAM  COBBETT.         [1810-12] 

little  time  to  spare  for  consideration  of  the  personal 
merits  of  the  foe,  whose  gunstock  is  swin-ing  o'er 
his  head. 

The    more    serious    result,    personally,   of   the 
sentence  pronounced   upon   Mr.  Cobbett,  was  the 
utter   collapse   of    his    pecuniary   fortunes.      The 
enormous  profit  derived    from  the   publication  of 
the  Register  might  have  been  sufficient  to  cover 
even   the   profuse    expenditure  of  ]Jotley   House, 
with  its  hospitality  and  its  planting  experiments,' 
but  Mr.  Cobbett  was  eminently  a  person  who  (as 
the  Hebrew  poet  has  it)  earned  money  to  put  it 
into  a  bag  with  holes. 

This  matter,  however,  might  be  passed  over  with 
light  notice,  but  for  its  interference  with  Cobbett's 
public  services.     His  is  not  a  solitary  instance  of  a 
useful  life  being  marred,  and  its  efficiency  hindered, 
by  an  ignorance  of  the  value  of  money ;  and  there' 
could  hardly  be  a  more  decisive  evidence  of  the 
disastrous  results  of  such  ignorance  than  is  pre- 
sented by  this  man's  career.     Plutus  is  the  most 
exacting  of  deities  ;    his  votaries  must  be  whole- 
hearted  ;  let  Fortuna  come  and  cast  off  her  shoes 
as  she  may.  .  .  . 

It  was  never  Cobbett's  aim  to  get  rich.  He  had, 
indeed,  hoped  to  provide  a  snug  competence  for 
his  children  ;  but  for  plans  of  amassing  wealth  he 
had  supreme  contempt.     To  earn  by  labour,  and  to 
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circulate  the  proceeds,  was  his  cconon:y  ;  and  Jt 
cannot  be  denied  that,  with  proper  prudence,  that 
IS  the  right  economy.  The  greatest  enemy  to 
national  prosperity  is  the  plutocrat ;  and  the  next 
greatest  is  he  who  can  afford,  in  the  prime  of  life 
to  hve  without  labour,  through  the  mistaken 
munificence  or  benevolence  of  another. 

It  would  appear,  then,  that  upon  accounts  bein- 
looked  mto,  in  the  autumn  of  1810,  money  affairs 
were  found  to  be  almost  hopelessly  entangled     The 
three  great  serial  works,— the  "  Debates,"  "  Parlia- 
mentary  History,"  and  "  State  Trials."  were  being 
produced  at  a  ruinous  loss  ;  while  the  accommoda- 
tion-paper,  chiefly  in   the  hands  of  Mr.  Swann 
amounted  to  thousands  of  pounds.     Cobbett  had 
not   looked    at   his   balance   for   six   years  1     His 
practice  was  to  ask  Mr.  Wright  to  send  him  ten 
twenty,  or  forty  pounds  as  he  wanted  it ;  and  to 
leave  the   rest  of  the   matter  implicitly  to  him 
Wright  was,  himself,  not  very  clev^er  in  the  manage^ 
meat  of  money  ;  and,  between  the  two,  there  came 
at  last  the  profoundest  muddle.     Jt  ended  in  an 
arbitration,  hdd  in  the  prison ;  the  result  being  a 
heavy  award  against  Wright,  and  a  total  and  ir- 
remediable rupture  of  their  friendship.     Mr.  Budd 
bought  up  a  large  portion  of  the  publicphons  in 
stock ;  while  Mr.  Hansard  took  into  his  own  hands 
the  three  serials  which  he  had  been  printing  for 
Cobbett. 
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The  quarrel  with  Mr.  Wright  is  the  most  painful 
episode  in  Cobbett's  life.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  Wright  had  been  a  reckless  agent,  and  had 
been  trusted  far  too  much  ;  and  his  conduct,  some 
years  after,  in  producing  an  old,  long-forgotten, 
private  letter  of  Cobbett's,  to  serve  electioneering 
purposes,  was  so  infamous  a  breach  of  confidence, 
tliat  it  may  well  be  believed  that  his  employer's 
imputation  of  dishonesty  had  foundation  in  actual 
fact.  Of  this  matter  we  shall  unhappily  hear  more 
in  the  sequel."  The  following  letter  to  Mr.  Swann 
(dated  x,''ewgate,  January  26,  181 1)  may  be  selected 
as  '"'"St  illustrating  the  existing  condition  of 
affairs  : — 

"  I  find,  from  Mr.  Bagshaw,  that  one  of  the  notes, 
given  by  him  to  you,  or  at  least  accepted  by  him,  at  our 
settlement  and  renewal  of  bills,  under  the  auspices  of 
Wright,  is  coming  due  on  Tuesday  (I  believe  it  is),  and 
we  have  no  money  to  pay  it.  You  remember  that  he 
told  me  that  all  these  notes  were  given  for  books  bought 
by  Budd  and  Bagshaw.  As  it  happens,  the  former  was 
nearly  true ;  but,  as  to  the  latter,  not  a  shilling  was  due  on 
that  account.  The  whole  was  a  fraud  upon  me,  in  order  to 
make  me  believe  that  the  works  had  sold  to  this  extent;  and 
his  view  was  to  get  an  assig:  ment  of  the  stock,  and  leave 
me  to  pay  myself  as  I  could.  I  have  now  an  abundance 
of  bond,  fide  notes,  but  no  money ;  every  sixpence  being 

•  Mr.  Wright  employed  his  later  years  in  miscellantous  liten<.ry 
work,  .ind  died  in  the  year  1844.  For  a  notice  of  him,  vide  GentU. 
man's  Magasine  of  that  year. 
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SNvallovvcd  by  the  notes  left  unpaid  and  unrenewed  at  the 
time  you  were  here.     A  series  of  such  unprincipled  con- 
duct I  never  either  knew  or  heard  of;  but  I  am  aware 
that  my  havm.t,^  been  n  dupe  is  no  justification  for  me 
wuh^  you.     ^Vithin  these  five  weeks  I  have  not  had  an 
hour  s  peace  ;  but  I  have  obtained  forbearance  from  those 
whom  I  could  not  pay,  and  have  avoided,  except  with  you 
puttmg   my  name  to  any  new  bill.     My  wife  knows  all 
about  the  matter;  and  plenty  of  vexation  it  has  given  her 
I  nnagnie  I  can  pay  this  first  note  in  about  a  fortni-^ht  " 
but  I  am  sure  the  others  will  come  too  fast  upon  me''  \\ 
you  could  come  to  town  in  ten  days,  I  think  we  could  so 
settle  the  matter,  as  for  it  not  to  be  at  all,  or  at  least  but 
very  little  mconvenient  to  you,  and  to  relieve  my  mind 
from   a  load   of  vexation    and   anxiety    that    is   really 
intolerable.  ^ 

"  The  works  are  all  going  on  well.     I  have  made  a 
revolution  here  at  any  rate.     I  have  not  seen  Wright  this 
ortmght ;  but  I  make  him  send  every  word  of  copy  to  me 
I  have  dismissed  his  journeyman-authors  and  bottle-com- 
pan.ons,  and  have  set  him  to  work  for  his  bread.     And 
work  he  shall,  or  I  will  dismiss  him.     Considerable  as 
my  property  is,  I  had  been  well-nigh  ruined,  if  I  had  not 
come  to  jail.     Let  me  have  a  line  from  you.     Mrs  Cob 
bett  joins  me  in  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Swann  and  your 
dear  children.     We  thank  you  very  much  for  the  pig- 
but  I  thank  you  still  more  for  your  last  kind  and  ake-' 
tionate  letter,  the  words  of  which,  and  the  whole  of  your 
conduct  have  made  an  impression  upon  my  heart  th.t 
neverwiUbe  efilxced.     Amongst  the  other  acts'of  this  „;, 
was  an  attempt  to  put  an  end  to...;- connexion,  when  once 
he  had  got  you  to  take  the  notes  ;  but  he  was  silenced 
by  an  mdignant  rejection  of  the  hint  on  my  part.     Thc 
VOL.   II. 
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best  way  will  be  to  say  little  about  the  matter  anywhere ; 
for  the  shame  of  being  so  duped  is  mine. 

"  God  bless  you,  and  give  you  health,  and  the  like  to 
your  family." 

It  was  all  too  late,  however.  Yoarsof  prospcri'ty, 
with  concurrent  retrenchment,  mi-ht  have  staved 
off  ruin.  But,  as  the  ensuing  period  in  the  history 
of  England  was  one  of  continued  disaster  to  most 
persons  who  were  not  paid  out  of  the  taxes,  Mr. 
Cobbett  shared  the  fate  of  all  persons  who  were 
not  prepared  for  the  storm;  and  his  pecuniary 
affairs  only  got  from  bad  to  worse.  As  for  the  6500/. 
due  from  Wright  under  the  arbitration,  there  was 
not  the  ghost  of  a  chance  of  that  ever  being  paid. 

Under   the   circumstances,  then,    it    is  not  sur- 
prising  to  learn  that  he  had  already  accepted  the 
proffered  assistance  of  his  political  friends.     Colonel 
Bosville  gave  him  1000/.  as  a  set-off  against  some 
electioneering  expenses  he  had   been  put  to  over 
Mr.  Paull ;  Eurdett  advanced  a  large  sum  chiefly 
for  the  purpose  of  settling  with   Mr.  Swann  ;  and, 
at   last,  when  the  fine  had  to  be  paid,  it  would 
appear  that  Cobbett  owed  the  ability  to  do  so  to 
the   generosity  of  another.      This   disposition    to 
support  him  and  his  cause  showed  itself,  however, 
from  the  very  first,  and  from  all  quarters.     Even 
his  opponents  could  not  fail  to  admit  the  severity 
of  the  .entonce  ;  •  while  his  friends  not  only  offered 
1  "  You  will  readily  imagine  that  the  sentence  of  our  friend  was 


r^Ef.EASE  FROM  NEWGATE.  ,.17 

their  sympathy,  but  proposed  a  public  subscription 
on  h,.s  bciiaif-a  proposal,  however,  which  Cobbctt 
dcchncd,  at  the  same  time  sug^^esting  that  those 
who  wished  to  assist  him  could  not  do  better  than 
buy  the  Register. 

The  end  came  at  last.  In  compliment  to  Mr 
Cobbett's  untiring  industry,  and  the  abundant 
material  provided  for  its  exercise.  Old  Time  had 
worn  his  fleetest  pair  of  wings.  And  on  the  8th 
July  1812,  his  last  paper  in  Newgate  announced 
that  he  had  "just  paid  a  thousand  pounds  to  the 
kmg  ;  and  much  good  may  it  do  his  majesty  '  " 

On  the  following  day,  being  released,  a  granci 
dmner  was  given  at  the  "  Crown  and  Anchor  "  \n    ' 
order  to  celebrate  the  occasion  ;  and,  as  though  Fate 
were  determined  that  he  should  have  no  interval  of 
peace,  as  soon  as  he  had  regained  his  liberty  the 
opportunity  must  needs  be  taken  to  remind  Mr  Cob 
bett  that  his  opinions  had  changed  from  time  to  time 
Burdett  took  the  chair,  presiding  over  some  six 
hundred  guests,  and  the  thing  was  fairly  successful 
notwithstanding  an  attempt  made  to  create  discord' 
between  Cobbett  and  the  chairman  of  the  evening 
There   vvas   no   blinking  the   fact,   however,    tha't 
Cobbett  had  lost  some  friends  over  the  vacillation 
very  grievous  indeed  to  me.     Everybody  tint  T  1,0 
Mr.  C's  enemies,  declare  it  to  be  t.L    eve         T  h     '  ''';"'  ^"^" 
will  not,  however,  dan.p  his  ar.luur.      .1",,,    "^  T,  T  " 
by  the  last  A-.,/....,    that  Mr.    Cobbett's"s ,1   t   i      fv'  '''' 

cowed."-;.  Sw,.nn  to  J.  Wri.ht,  July  ,3  aai  2,  l.'l  '"   """^ 
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which  he  had  displayed  while  within  the  grasp  of 
Vicary  Gibbs;  but  the  ungenerous  mortal,  who 
brought  the  matter  forward  at  the  dinner,  had  no 
support  from  his  audience;  .md,  indeed,  all  the 
leaders  among  the  Reformists  «  had  condoned  the 
momentary  weakness. 

Mr.  Cobbett's  release  was  celebrated,  in  several 
places  in  England,  by  a  public  meeting  of  one 
kind  or  other.  And  as  he  journeyed  homeward, 
his  reception  was  wcll-calculated  to  add  to  the 
felicities  of  the  day.  At  Alton,  the  bells  were  set 
ringing;  at  Winchester  he  was  stopped  to  be 
again  entertained  at  dinner;  and,  on  nearing  home, 
he  found  the  people  of  Botley  had  come  out  in 
goodly  assemblage  to  meet  him,  and  to  listen  to 
his  story. 

^  Excepting  Mr.  Leigh  Hunt.     The  Examiuer  again  took  units 
tale  about  Mr.  Cobbett's   "dastardly  spirit,"  which,   it  was  quite 
clear,  still  existed,  for  the  latter  had  not  dared  to  whisper  a  syllable 
against  the  pernicious  habits  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  nor  against  the 
reappointment  of  the  Duke  of  York.     Cobbett  was  at  the  same  time 
charged,  by  the  same  writer,  with  "almost  holding  up  the  murderer 
of  Perceval  to  applause  and  imitation  "-a  statement  which  was  the 
exact  opposite  to    the    truth.     A    further    insinuation,    that    Lord 
Cochrane  held  guiucas  up  to  the  electors,  was  of  similar  malignity 
and  worthlessness.     A  pamphlet  appeai'ed,  about  this  time,  upbraid- 
ing  those  who  had  been  latterly  seizing  upon   the  opportunity  to 
vihfy  Cobbett's  character  :  "An  Examination  of  the  Attacks  upon 
the   Political   Character  of  Mr.    Cobbett,"    by    George    Buckler 
(London,  1812). 
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CHAPTER   XXI. 

"THE     NATION    NEVER    CAN    BE    ITSELF     AGAIN 
WITHOUT  A   REFORM." 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Cobbett  now 
began  seriously  to  entertain   the  idea   of  gettin- 
into  Parliament.     Beyond,  however,  an  address  to 
the  electors  of  Hampshire,  in  the  autumn  of  1812 
no  active  step  was  yet  taken.     Mr.  George  Rose 
was  all-powerful  in   the  county,  the  constituency 
bemg  thus  practically  in  ministerial  hands      One 
appearance  on   the  nomination-day   was   enough 
to  satisfy   Mr.   Cobbett  of  the  hopelessness  of  a 
contest. 

_  His  return  to  Botley  revealed  one  great  change 
m  sentiment ;  the  parsons  were  dead  against  him 
This  was  undeserved,  as  Cobbett  had  always  been 
a  good,  quiet  churchman  ;  had  written  vigorously 
in  support  of  tithes,  and  the  prior  claim  to  them  of 
the  clergy  and  the  poor,  as  against  the  Howards 
the  Russells,  and  the  Greys ;  and  had  had  many 
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fric.Kls  amongst  the  clergy.  This  new  ahenation 
may,  however,  be  cUie  to  a  circumstance  which 
occurred  just  before  Cobbetfs  release  ;- it  was  cer- 
tainly so  in  one  case. 

Mr.  Daniel  Eaton,  a  small  bookseller,  and  an  old 
offender  against  established  opinion,  had  recently 
stood  in  the  pillory  for  an  hour,-that  being  pan  of 
his  punishment  for  selling  Paine's  "Age  of  Reason." 
There   was  much  public  sympathy  with  him,  the 
populace  actually  trying  to  serve  him  with  "re- 
freshments."    Cobbett  had   formed   pretty  strong 
opniions    concerning   this   degrading  punishment, 
but    very    much    stronger    ones    concerning    the 
Attorney-General  as  a  prosecutor ;  and  that  learned 
gentleman    having   foreboded  the  "consequences 
dreadful   in    the    extreme,"  which   must   follow   if 
Fame's  religious  principles  were  suffered  to  take 
root,  Mr.   Cobbett  suggested   that  there  would  be 
no  better  way  of  averting  these  consequences  than 
by  an  answer  to  the  book.     "  And  have  we  20,000 
clergymen,  and  will  no  one  of  them  attempt  to 
give  us  this  answer } "  he  said.     He  would  call  upon 
his  own  spiritual  pastor,  the  Rector  of  Botley,  the 
Rev.  Richard  Baker. 

Mr.  Baker  consented  to  undertake  the  task,  but 
almost  immediately  withdrew  the  offer ;  upon  which, 
Mr.  Cobbett  reminded  him  of  his  ordination  vows' 
and  generally  played  with  him,  in  his  own  manner! 
making  the  poor  parson  look  rather  ridiculous. 


THE  BOTLE  Y  PARSON.  ,  5 , 

So,  upon  his  return  home,  Mr.  Cobbctt  was  not 
welcomed  by  his  spiritual  adviser ;  who  even  went 
•so  far  as  to  refuse  the  keys  of  the  belfry  to  those 
persons  who.  just  then,  were  -.  desirous  of  adding 
all  they  could  to  the  clamoir  of  rcj.. icing. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Baker  is  i  •  haraci  r,  in  his  way. 
There  are  some  sad  storie.  -  f  h?  ..  in  Cobbetfs 
Rej;istcr,  which  the  reader  .  .ay  discover,  if  his 
tastes  lie  in  that  direction.  How  he  was  horse- 
whipped  in  the  public  street,~how  he  actually  pro- 
fessed disbch'ef  in  Revelation,  while  declininir  to 
meet  the  consequences  of  a  public  admission  of  the 
same,— how  he  cheated  at  market,  and  so  on.' 

There  were  many  such  characters  in  the  Church 
in  those  deadened  days,  who,  when  they  entered 
into  the  lively  election  contests  of  the  time,  would 
lead  the  way  of  violence.  Your  political  parson 
could  be  a  famous  "rou-h."  when  opportunity  served. 

Bok?N""TL??'r'n  "'"""^   '^   ^''"   ^''^'    '•-"   ^' 
the  parish  doctor ;   and   of  his    being  called  by  Mr.   Cobbett  ..n 
abominable  bar,  at  which  the  assembled  villa.^ers  cheered.     ]Jaker 
wanted  the  par.sh  clerk  to  thrash  his  wife  for  not  going  to  church 
oiul  showed  Inm  the  size  of  stick  with  which  he  might  legally  "it 
He  was  forthwith  told  to  try  it  on  Mrs.  liaker  first.     1 1-1-  L    ts'i 
w,ll  call  to  mind  the  doctor  and  the  parson  "  having  sparringdiout 
together  ,n  the  vestry. "     This  man  tells  a  good  story  about  Colbe 
who  wanted  h,s  people  to  work,   on  son,e  special  occasio.ro,!; 
bunday  agreeing  beforehand  to  pay  them  <louble,     The  day's  work 
bc.ng  done,   a  grand  dinner  was  provided,  during  which  C    wenf 
round  the  table  and  put  everybody's  mone'y  in  fr'u  oH  ,n      T, 
betng  done,  he  said,  ' '  Now,  if  you  do  go  to  h—  for  working  on  I 
Sunday,  don't  go  and  say  you  ben't  paid  ! " 
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So  Mr.  Cobbett  had  made  another  set  of  enemies 
—the  very  set,  too,  wlio,  if  they  had  given  them- 
selves a   moment's  opportunity  for  consideration, 
would  have  discovered  that  he,  of  all  public  men,  was 
the  one  who  could  serve  their  cause  the  ber-t.     In- 
stead of  that,  numbers  of  theclergy  started  up  as  anti- 
Cobbettites,  writing  useless  tracts  -1 "  disaffection," 
or  meeting  him  at  public  gatherings,  and  trying  to 
shout  him  down.     And  this  sor^  of  thing  lasted  as 
long  as  Cobbett  lived ;  the  clergy  never  made  friends 
with   him    again;    there  were   f^xr   too  many  idle 
shepherds,  who  thought  their  interest  must  suffer 
if  a  misguided  populace  had  all  that  it  asked  ;  and 
who,  consequently,  resisted  Reform  with  all  their 
might  and  main. 


The  country  squires  were  dreading,  too,  the 
possible  effects  of  Mr.  Cobbett's  vigorous  writings. 

His  influence  amongst  the  middle-classes  was 
increasing  ;  and  the  artisans  and  labourers  were 
beginning  to  club  together  to  buy  the  Register  • 
readers  were  more  numerous  than  ever.=     But  the 


»  News  from  the  provinces,  in  Fcoruarv,  1814-— 
"Hampshire. -Mr.  Cobbett  continues  to  write  his  celebrated 
Pohtual  Kegtstcr  from  his  estate  at  Botley,  in  this  county,  uniting  in 
his  own  person,  in  their  completest  sense,  the  character  of  aKricul- 
tunst,  patnot,  and  an  of  letters.  Some  of  his  late  numbas,  on 
the  nove  positions  and  pretensions  of  the  belhgerent  powers,  are 
distinguished  above  all  his  former  writings  for  their  masculine  elo- 
quence power  of  r  ...oning,  and  courageous  delineation  of  truth."- 
Monthly  Magazine,  xxxvii.  93, 
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landed  interest  could  not,  or  would  not,  understand 
him.      The   farmer  could  not   sec  the  identity  of 
interest   which  properly  existed  between  himself 
and   his   labourers;    and    the  man  who  preached 
this  theme  was,  of  course,  not  to  be  trusted  when 
dealing  with  other  topics.     He  told  them  that  ruin 
was  impending  ;  that,  immediately  upon  a  cessation 
of  the  war,  prices  would  go  down,  and  the  con- 
sequences  would   be  disastrous.      There  was    no 
chance  of  escape,  but  by  immediate  Reform,  by 
which  means  there  should  be  a  searching  reduction 
m  the  public  expenditure.     The  poor-rates  were 
now  nearly  eight  millions.     Government  annuitants 
were  swelling  their  numbers  with  every  year   of 
war ;  dignitaries  of  state  had  higher  salaries,  and 
courtiers    larger   pensions;    army-contractors    and 
stock-jobbers  were  swallowing  up  the  wealth  of  the 
country,  and  elbowing  out  the  squires. 

So,  when  the  Corn  Bill  was  proposed,  Mr. 
Cobbett  was  standing  alone  again,  or  very  nearly 
alone.?  In  vain  did  he  point  out  that  it  would  tend 
to  keep  up  the  high  price  of  food,  which  was 
already  driving  the  able-bodied  out  of  the  coun- 
try;  that  the  principal  reason  for  keeping  up 
high  prices  was,  that  the  land  might  continue  to 

3  Cobbett  got  up  a  requisition  for  a  county  meetinffTbuTthTHiirh 
Sheriff  refused  to  entertain  the  plan.  Being  thus  foiled,  he  aetually 
sent  up  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Lords,  praying  them  not  to  pass 
any  law  to  prohibit  or  restrain  the  importation  of  corn.  Earl  Stan- 
hope  was  prepared  to  present  the  petition,  but  received  it  too  late. 
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pay  the  exorbitant  taxes,  and  ™  continue  to  sup- 
po     .a  m„,.,.„„e  of  aie,,.     The  Corn  Bil,  becam'e 

".th  It ,  and  the  farmers  straightway  fell  to  nieces 
draffl;,ngaUt.o  industry  oft,,  country  alonlrwi"; 

During  these  three  or  four  years  (l8,3-,S,6) 
there  was  more  revoU,tion  in  personal  property  in 

Hns  an     , Han  there  had  been  seen,  i^  tie  :r: 
pace  of  t,me,  s.nce  the  Restoration.     The  terrible 
loacl  wh.ch  wei,,hed  upon  the  people  maybe  jud..ed 

o  by  tfac.  that  Cobbett. as  paying  ti^cir 
after  the  war,  several  hundred  pounds  in  „frect 
and   ,ndn-ect  taxes,     It  is   „ot  difficult,  then    to 

upo,rri  TT  '"'"'-'"'^  ™""  ^=  '■«  ^^ 
the  al^.  ;  Z  r"'"'-~  ""°^^  ""'>-  — -  "- 
perivha',  ;''  "'°"  ^°'  *at  inflated  pros. 

Penty  had  engendered  improvidence.     Tea  coffee 

:™';;,Tfr;'  °*"'  '=^^'^=""'  -'-■-  -'  take ; 

t  .e  place  of  beer  on  the  tables  of  the  farmers  • 
the.r  wrves  and  daughters  had  found  sofas,  carpets' 
and  parlour-bells  necessary  to  existe;ce  A 
gcnerat,on  had  gn  n  up  which  must  needs  send 
•ts  butter  and  eggs  to  market,  instead  of  carry, 
.ng  them;   silk  stockings  had   usurped   those  of 

■ors  cd  ;  the  fashions  were  finding  their  way  into 
the  farm-houses.  So,  in  a  little  while,  the  poor 
facers  were  breaking  stones  on  the  highwa/ by 
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But,  if  the  LAND  did  not,  as  yet,  understand  Mr. 
Cobbctt,  the  VVoRKSirop  did.     Very  soon  after  he 
came  out  of  prison,  he  drew  the  attention  of  his 
readers  to  the  ominous  disturbance    t  Nottincrham. 
on  the  part  of  the  Luddites,     The  change  wiiich 
had  come  over  the  people— that  they  should  break- 
machinery,  disturb  the  peace,  and  refuse  to  sing 
"  God  save  the  King  "—was  ominous  indeed.     But 
how  did  this  come  to  pass  ?     Not  all  at  once :  tlicse 
things  (he  pointed   out)  had  been  grov/ing  up  by 
degrees.     Disloyalty  and  misgovernment  ever  went 
hand  in  hand.     The  people  were  beginning  to  see 
that    the    governing    classes    were     occupied,    as 
much  as  any  traders,  in  looking  exclusively  after 
their  own    interests,   and    the    interests    of    their 
adherents. 

For  an  effectual  remedy,  then,  there  could  only 
be  a  reform  in  the  Representation  of  the  people. 
No  iimovation  •  but  Reform.  No  republicanism  : 
but  the  ancient  Constitution.  "  The  nativ.n  never 
can  be-  itself  again  without  a  Reform,"  was  Cobbett's 
repeated  cry,— echoed,  at  last,  by  millions  of 
people.'* 

*  "  At  tliis  time  [1816]  the  wiitinrjs  of  William  Cobbett  s.M'alenly 
became  of  great  authority;  they  were  read  on  nearly  every  cottage 
hearth  in  the  manufacturing  districts  of  South  Lancashire,  in  those 
of  Leicester,  Derby,  and  Nottingham  ;  also  in  many  of  the  Scotch 
manufacturing  towns.  Hieir  influence  was  speedily  visible  ;  he 
directed  his  readers  to  the  true  cause  of  their  sufferings-misTOvern- 
ment;  and  to  its  proper  corrective— Parliamentary  reform."  Riots 
soon  became  scarce,  and  from  that  time  tliey  have  never  obtaincil 
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one  of  Mr.  Cobbctt's   coadjutors.     They  had  been 
near  ne,.<,rhbours  for  many  years  n..f        7    u 
the  rrnihnf       M  ^  ^         ^^^^ '  ^''^  ^hen 

.c,allant  sailor  was  ashore,  many  had  bee.  the 
sports  which  th.  r  j,,d  seen   ^o^ether      C.T 
candidature    for     VWmfn.f.        7        Cochrane  s 
,..  I     1  ,  cstmmster     always    had    the 

-ua  Ic  support  of  .„e  ^,y....,.,  Z,,..,L    L 
fo      cl,a,.ge  was  got  >,p  against  him  (purely  fi-om 

th     Tt  on  "T^  ""'"■  ''""'^  '"^^  ^  -y"™-  o" 

a    ":      ■;:  7'»  "^^-  *-=  -  no  support  of  his 
cause  equal  to  the  pages  of  that  intrepid  journal 

earn    :  '"°f  """   '^'^'"   '°»-"«'-"ai  ,o  r."nd 
earnest  conferences  over  the   miserable  ^^^A  de 

pff.r      II     .,  •  ^  ^"^^    "^"^t  surely  com,-^ 

after    all    th.s   suffering.      The    nation   Zs    Tw 
entenn,  upon   the  most  disgraceful  perio     of 

cniet  eat ,  the  pretenders  to  statesmanship  divided 
-  o  two  nval  factions,  concerning  which  T  can 
only  be  said  that  one  was  in  place  .tnd  had  con trol 

P^and  the  mass  of  the  people  in  a  condition, 

their  ancient  vo-ne  witrthe' lab^urTrrof  t1.;= 

stead  of  .iots  and  destruction  <T~\      t  '°"""'>'- I"" 

estabHshed  in  .any  of  ou:  ,  r?eZr.^;d  'r'''n"  ^'"'^  ^^^'"^  "- 
around  tliem.     Cohbett's  booK  Z  '""'^'''''  ^"''  ^'i-^^icts 

labourers  read  them  and  ft  T  ^"''"'''^^  '"  "^  ^'''^•^P  f°nr. ;  the 
systematic  in  th"  "roc^  1'  ""^""1  /;""""  ^'^""--te  and 
the  Life  of  a  Radica  "  (Londo'  ;  ri^)  ""^^  ^'-^'"^"'-^  =  "  ^'--^-s  in 
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comparable  only  to  that  presented  by  the  in- 
habitants of  a  hive  of  bees,  in  autumn,  when  their 
wmter  store  passe,  into  the  handsof  other  than  the 
providers. 

« 

One  day,  in  September.  18 16.  after  a  sprini^  and 
summer  of  much  trial,  during  which  the  country 
was  kept  alarmed  by  acts  of  violence;  mills,  frames. 
and  threshmg-macbines  being  destroyed,  and  ricks 
of  corn  laid  hands  on,  either  by  fire  or  thieves; 
Cobbett  had  been  talking  to  his  neighbour  on  these 
burnmg   topics.     They   both   agreed   that,  if  the 
people  could  but  be  enabled  to  see  the  matter  in  its 
true  hght,  there  would  be  ''an  end  to  all  such  acts 
o.  violence,  at  once;   and  of  course,  to  the  igno- 
mm.ous  deaths  of  fathers  and  sons,  and  the  miseries 
of  wives,  children,  and  parents,  produced  in  the  end 
by  these  acts  of  violence."     Lord  Cochrane's  sug- 
gestion was,  that  it  was  m  the  power  of  Mr  Cobbett 
to  effect  this  purpose,  by  writing  an  essay  upon  the 
subject;  and,  if  the  price  of  the  Register  co^.M  for 
that  occasion  be  reduced  to  twopence,  the  desired 
object  would  be  obtained. 

"  I  said,  before  we  parted,  that  this  should  be  done 
But,  as  It  was  impossible  for  me  to  prove  to  the  people 
wha  was  ../  the  cause  of  their  misery,  without  pSg 
o  them  vvhat  ^as  the  cause  .  .  .  without  pointmg  out 
the  .....^^,  ^,  the  remedy,  at  last,  came  to  a  Reform  of 
Parliament ;  and,  as  I  still  feared  that  the  best  time  was 
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not  come  for  ur-ing  on  thi>  great  (iiicstion,  I  (clayed 
from  tune  to  time,  the  fulllhneiU  of  my  j.-omise  lo  my 
neighbour,  who,  on  his  part,  neu^r  saw  me  .othout  „ress- 
l^,^'  me  hard  upon  the  suLjcct,  and  on  the  2nd  of 
.^^ovember,  I  wrote  the  No.  18,  being  an  ■' A.Jdreus  to  ;he 
Jo.,n-neymen  and  .Lab( nners '  on  the  aforementioned  'wb- 
J  eels." 

There  wcv  mis,-ivin-s  ris  to  the  probable  success 
o.  till,  cfifbrt :  f  hai;  tiierc  would  be  serious  loss  in  i^s 
prcduc!.on,  and  taat  it  x.ould  be  premature  •  irre- 
solution  went  so  far  as  to  countermand  the  in'strur. 
tions  to  tlie  printer.  Futile  misgivings  these! 
Befor.  the  end  of  the  month,  forty-four  thousand 
copies  had  been  sold  of  the  first  cheap  Register. 

And,  reader,  if  you  glance  at  some  portions  of 
this  splendid  essay,  you  will    not  wonder  at  the 
uproar  that  ensued  ;  the  enthusiastic  reception  on 
the  part  of  the  "lower  orders  ;"  the  terror  on  the 
part  of  officialism  and  prescription ;   the  renewed 
malignity  of  the  envious  press.     The  effect  of  this 
popularizing  of  the  Political  Register  was  prodigious 
as  we  shall  see ;  and  as  you  will  understand,  if  all 
tlic  numbers  were  anything  like  this  first  one'. 

"  To  THE  Journeymen  and  Labourers  of  England 
Wales,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  on  the  cause  of  their 
present  miseries ;  on  the  measures  which  have  produced 
that  cause ;  on  the  remedies  which  some  foolish  and  some 
cruel  and  msolent  mer:  -.'ve  proposed;  and  on  the  v 
of  conduct  which  joun  .  vaen  and  labourers  ougi^^   ^o 
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Pursue  in  order  to  obtain  effectual  relief,  and  to  assist  in 

rrt:^^^""''^""^^^^^"""^^^^^--^--^ 

"Friends  and  Follow-Countrymcii,— 

"  Whatever  the  pride  of  rank,  „f  riehcs,  or  of  seholar 
^h.|.,  ...ay  have  ,„dueed  son.e  men  to  I.elieve,  or  to  afte 
.0  i.ei,evc,  the  real  strength  and  all  .he  res^rces  of 
country  ever  have  sprung,  and  ever  mnst  spring,  f™,  ,he 
&Ay  of  ,ts  people,  and  hence  it  is,  ,h  t  this  „"  ion 
wi.ch  ,s  so  s„,all  in  nun.hers,  and  so  poor  in  elima"     nd 
0,1  c„mp.ared  with  ntany  others,  h.as,f„r  manya^'sbeen 
th    most  powerful  nation  in  the  world:  it  i  tire  mos" 

r;  ;:;:"■,■!"  t';-^'»™-.  --j.  '^erefore,  the : 

0  ,f„l  |,,ega„t  dresses,  superb  furniture,  stately 
bu,ldu,gs,  fine  roads  and  ean.als,  fleet  horses  and  carnages 
numerous  .and  stout  ships,  ,v.areh„„ses  teeming  wS 
Scotls  ,  all  these,  and  many  other  objects  that  falfu  dr 
our  v,ew,  are  so  tnany  works  of  national  wealth  and 
sources,  liut  all  these  spring  from  Mour.  ..hout 
lb.,  journeyman  and  the  labourer  none  of  them  could 
ex.s  ;  wuhou.  the  assistance  of  their  h,a„ds,  the  count  v 
-vould^be  a  wilderness,  hardly  worth  the   'rJ^Tl 

"As  it  is  the  labour  of  those  who  toil  which  makes  a 
countryabound  in  resources,  so  it  is  the  same  eWmen 

fame.       itles  and  mrmense  stmts  of  money  have  been 
bes  owed  upon  numerous  n.aval  and  military  commanders 

x;':;dtrors-dr„s:^^^^^^^^ 

con.manders,  who,  with  ,o„r  aid,  h-aie  dona  g^t.  a„d 


,t 


i'l 


^l!^   I 


I 


i 
IS" 


i   i 


t      \ 


I  Co  WILLIAM  COBB ETr.        [1812-16] 

wonderful  things;  but  who,  without  that  ;ti(l,  would  have 
been  as  impotent  as  children  at  the  breast. 

With  this  correct  idea  of  your  own  worth  in  your  minds, 
with  what  indignation  must  you  hear  yourselves  called 
the  populace,  the  rabble,  the  mob,  the  swinish  multitude; 
and  with  what  greater  indignation,  if  possible,  must  you' 
hear  the  projects  of  these  cool,  and  cruel,  and  insolent 
men,  who,  now  that  you  have  been,  without  any  fault  of 
yours,  brought  into  a  state  of  misery,  proi)ose  to  narrow 
the  limits  of  parish  relief,  to  prevent  you  from  marrying 
in  the  days  of  your  youth,  or  to  thrust  you  out  to  seek 
your  bread  in  fon;ign  lands,  never  more  to  behold  your 
parents  or  friends  ?     J]ut,  suppress  your  indignation,  until 
we  return   to  this  topic,  after  we  have  considered  the 
f^/w  of  your  present  misery,  and  the  measures  which  have 
produced  that  cause. 

"  The  times  in  which  we  live  are  full  of  peril.     The 
nation,  as  described  by  the  very  creatures  of  the  Govern- 
ment, is  fast  advancing  to  that  period  when  an  important 
change  must  take  place.     It  is  the  lot  of  mankind,  that 
some  shall  labour  with  their  limbs,  and  others  with  their 
minds;   and,  on  all   occasions,  more  especially  on   an 
occasion  like  the  present,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  latter  to 
come  to  the  assistance  of  the  former.     We  arc  all  equally 
interested  in  the  peace  and  happiness  of  our  common 
country.     It  is  of  the  utmool  importance,  that   in  the 
seeking  to  obtain  those  objects,  our  endeavours  should  be 
uniform,  and   tend   all   to   the   same   point.     Such   an 
uniformity  cannot  exist  without  an  uniformity  of  sentiment 
as  to  public  matters,  and  to  produce  this  unformity  is  the 
object  of  this  address. 

"As  to  the  cause  of  our  present  miseries,  it  is  the 
enormous  afnoutit  of  the  taxes,  which  the  Government  com- 
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pels  usto  pay  for  the  su, -port  of  its  army,  its  placemen 
.  s  Pen-ners  ..c.,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  Interest  of 
s  debt.     J  hat  this  ,s  the  real  cause  has  been  a  thousand 
times  proved  ;  and   it  is  now  so  a<:knowledged  by  the 
creatures  of  the  Government  themselves.     Two  hundred 
and  five  of  the  correspondents  of  the  P.oard  of  Agriculture 
ascnbe  the  rum  of  the  country  to  taxation.     Numerous 
wnters,   formerly  the  friends   of  the  Pitt   system,   now 
declare,  that  taxation  has  been  the  cause  of  our  distress 
Indeed,  when  we  compare  our  present  state  to  the  state 
of  the  country  previous  to  the  wars  against  France  we 
must  see  that  our  present  misery  is  owing  to  no  o'ther 
cause      The   taxes   then   annually  raised   amounted   to 
about  fifteen  millions  :  they  amounted  last  year  to  seventy 
mjllions.     The  nation  was  then  happy:   it  is  now  mise. 

•  *  *  #  # 

"It  has  been  attempted  to  puzzle  you  with  this  sort  of 
question:  'If  taxes  be  the  cause  of  the  people's  misery 
how  comes  it  that  they  were  not  so  miserable  before  the 
taxes  were  reduced  as  they  are  now?'     Here  is  a  fallacy 
which  you  will  be  careful  to  detect.     I  know  that  the 
axes  have  been  reduced,  that  is  to  say,  nomnally  reduced, 
Kit  not-  so  m  fact;  on  the  contrary,  they  have  in  reality' 
been  greatly  augmented.     This  has  been  done  by  tl 
slns^^t  of  hand  of  paper-money.     Suppose,  for  instance, 
that  fouryears  ago  I  had  loo  pounds  to  pay  in  taxes,  then 
130  bushels  of  wheat  would  have  paid  my  share       If  I 
.have  ;....  seventy-five  pounds  to  pay  in  taxes,  it   will 
require  .90  bushels  of  wheat  to  pay  my  share  of   taxe 
Consequently,  thouv  ■.  .ny  taxes  are  nominally  reduced 
they  are,  in  reality,  greatly  augmented.     This  has  been 
done  by  the  legerdemain  of  paper-mon.v      i^  ,0  ,  'f" 
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pound  note  \vns  worth  only  thirteen  shiHings  in  silver.  It 
is  now  worth  twenty  shillings.  Thoroforr  ■"-hen  we  now 
pay  a  pound  note  to  the  tax-g;UUcier,  we  really  p.iy  him 
twenty  shillings,  where  we  before  paid  him  thirteen 
shillinjrs;  and  the  fund-holders  who  lent  pound  notes 
worth  thirteen  shillings  each,  are  now  paid  their  interest 
in  p(Hinds  worth  twenty  shillings  each.  And  the  thing 
is  come  to  what  Sir  Francis  liurdett  told  the  parliament 
it  would  come  to.  He  told  them,  in  181 1,  that  if  they 
ever  attempted  to  pay  the  interest  of  their  debt  in  gold 
and  silver,  or  in  paper-money  equal  in  value  to  gold  and 
silver,  the  farmers  and  tradesmen  nmst  be  ruined,  and  the 
journeymen  and  labourers  n  luced  to  the  last  stage  of 
misery. 

"  Thus,  then,  it  is  clear  that  it  is  the  weight  of  the  taxes, 
under  which  you  are  sinking,  which  has  already  pressed 
so  many  of  you  down  into  the  state  of  paupers,  and  which 
now  threatens  to  deprive  many  of  you  of  your  Lxi^itence. 
We  next  come  to  consider  what  have  been  the  causes  of 
this  weight  of  taxes.  Here  we  rau  t  go  back  a  little  in 
our  history ;  and  ^u  will  soon  S'  that  this  intolerable 
weight  has  all  proceeded  from  the  want  of  a  parliamentary 
Reform. 

"  In  the  year  176  ,,  i,Gon  after  the  present  kinr  came  to 
the  throne,  the  annual  interest  of  the  debt  amounted  to 
about  five  millions,  and  the  whole  o^  t'  :  taxes  to  about 
nine  millions.  But,  soon  after  this,  a  war  was  entered  on 
to  compel  the  Americans  to  nif  '^o  be  taxed  by  the 
v'VcYxoxwQni^  7viihoiit  being  rep/  ite..  '  that  parliament. 
The  Americans  triumphed,  and,  after  the  war  was  o\  ', 
the  annual  interest  of  the  debt  amounted  to  about  nine 
millions,  a.id  the  whole  of  the  taxes  to  about  fifteen 
millions.     This   was    our    situation   when    the    French 
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people  began  their  Revolution.     Tl,e  Frenrh  people  htd 

"ncnds  0  fcedora  tn  England  rejoieed  at  their  emaneipa- 
tlon.  I  he  cause  of  ,r/onn,  which  had  never  ceased  tn 
have,,up|.or.er,,  in  England  for  a  great  m  „y  ye^now 
acquired  new  life,  and  the  Reformer,  urged  the  rnri  amen 

^rr:'^;^' rr  °^''°'"^"° '«^'- *»  -  ? 

^rv  ^  ^*      ^  "^  P'^r  lament,  instfnrl 

of  l,stenu,g  .0  the  Reformer,,,  crushed  hem,  and  wentto 
«r  agams.  the  people  of  France;  and  the'conse"  "„  e 
of  these  wars  ,s,  that  the  annual  interest  of  the  dcht  now 
au,oun,s  ,0  forty-five  millions,  and  the  whole  0,   he  ."e     ' 

So  t,  at  these  wars  have  added  thirty-six  millions  a  year 
to  the  :      res.  of  the  debt,  and  fifty-five  millions  a  yea 
to  the  amount  of  the  whole  of  the  taxes  -    This  is  the 

;„     f^  the  progress  of  liberty  in  France;    for  having 
forced  upon  that  people  the  family  of  Bourbon  a,^d  fof 

After  a  graphic  sketch  of  the  oppressions  and 
the  struggles,  which  obtained  in  France,  and  which 
produced  the  great  Kevolution,  the  writer  pro- 
ceeds : —  ^ 


menJXnTd'not  f^    i'l!''  ^"^  ^^""^^  ^^^^  ^'^^  G— 
ment  should  not  have  taken  warning  ,n  time.     But  it  h^d 

so  'ong  been  m  the  habit  of  ^..//...,. ,/,,  ^w/  h  /i 

maid  was  in^annbip  ^r    „._..,  •   .        "^        /''^(^j^u,  inai  j 

-^  m.ap„Dle  V.  ,;ucrtaining  any  notion  of  dane, 
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from  the  oppressions  heaped  upon  them.  It  was  sur- 
rounded with  panders  and  parasites,  who  told  it  nothing 
but  flattering  falsehoods ;  and  it  saw  itself  supported  by 
250,000  bayonets,  which  it  thought  irresistible.  .  .  .  And 
if  you  ask  me  how  the  ministers,  and  the  noblesse,  and 
the  priesthood,  who  generally  know  pretty  well  how  to 
take  care  o^  themsehes;  if  you  ask  me  how  it  came  to 
pass  that  they  did  not  take  loarning  in  time,  I  answer, 
that  they  did  take  warning,  but  that,  seeing  that  the 
change  which  was  coming  would  deprive  them  of  a  great 
l)art  of  their  power  and  emoluments,  they  resolved  to 
resist  the  change,  and  to  destroy  the  country,  if  possible, 
rather  than  not  have  all  its  wealth  and  power  to  them- 
selves. 

#  *  #  *  # 

"  You  have  been  represented  by  the  Times  newspaper, 
by  the  Courier,  by  the  Morning  Post,  by  the  Morning 
Herald,  and  others,  as  the  Scum  of  Society.  They  say 
that  you  have  no  business  at  public  meetings ;  that  you 
are  rabble,  and  that  you  pay  no  taxes.  These  insolent 
hirelings,  who  wallow  in  wealth,  would  not  be  able  to  put 
their  abuse  of  you  in  print,  were  it  not  for  your  labour. 
You  create  all  that  is  an  object  of  taxation;  for,  even  the 
land  itself  would  be  good  for  nothing  without  your  labour. 
But  are  you  not  taxed  ?  Do  you  pay  no  taxes  ?  One  of 
the  correspondents  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  has  said 
that  care  has  been  taken  to  lay  as  little  tax  as  possible  on 
the  articles  used  by  you.  One  would  wonder  how  a  man 
could  be  found  impudent  enough  to  put  an  assertion  like 
this  upon  paper.  But  the  jieople  of  this  country  have  so 
long  been  insulted  by  such  men,  that  the  insolence  of  the 
latter  knows  no  bounds. 

"The  tax-ij^therers  do  not,  indeed,  com    to  you  and 
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demand  money  of  you  ;  but  there  are  few  articles  which 
you  use,  m  the  purchase  of  which  you  do  not  pay  a  tav 
On  your  shoes,  salt,  beer,  malt,  hops,  tea.  sugar,  candles; 
soap  paper  coftee,  spirits,  glass  of  your  windows,  bricks 
and  t.les,  tobacco.     On  all  these,  and  many  other  articles, 
you  pay  a  tax,  and  even  on  your  loaf  you  pay  a  tax 
because  everything  is  taxed  from  whic  h  the  loaf  proceeds' 
In  several  cases  the  tax  amounts  to  more  than  one-half 
of  what  you  pay  for  the  article  itself;  these  taxes  go  in 
part,  to  support  sinecure  placemen  and  pensioners ;  and 
the  rufhans  of  the  hired  press  call  you  the  .Scum  of  Society 
and  deny  that  you  have  any  right  to  show  your  fares 
at   any   public   meeting  to   petition    for  a   Reform,  or 
for  the  removal  of  any  abuse  whatever !     Mr.  Preston 
whom  I  quoted  before,  and  who  is  a  member  of  parlia- 
nicnt,  and   has  a  large  estate,  says  upon  this  subject. 
Every  flimdy,  even  of  the  poorest  labourer,  consisting  of 
five  persons,  may  be  considered  as  paying  in  indirect 
taxes,  at  least  ten  pounds  a  year,  or  more  than  half  his 
wages  at  seven  shillings  a  week !'    And  yet  the  insolent 
hirelmgs   call   you   the  mob,  the  raMIe,  the  .,um    the 
sjc'unsh  multitude,  and  say  that  your  voice  is  nothing; 
that  you  have  no  business  at  public  meetin:,^s;  and  that 
you  are.  and  ought  to  be,  considered  as  nothing  in  the 
body  pohtic !     Shall  we  never  see  the  day  ,vhen  these 
men  will  change  their  tone  ?    Will  they  never  cease  to 
look  upon  you  as  brutes?     I  tiust  they  will  change  their 
tone,  and  that  the  day  of  the  chang.  is  at  no  great  dis- 
tance! 

•  *  #  #  # 

"With what  feelings  must  you  look  upon  the  condition 
of  your  country,  where  the  increase  of  the  people  is  now 
looked  upon  as  a  curse !    Thus,  however,  has  it  always 
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been,  in  all  countries,  where  taxes  have  produced  exces- 
sive misery.  Our  countryman,  Mr.  Gibbon,  in  his  history 
of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  has  the 
following  passage  : — 

'"The  horrid  practice  of  murdering  their  new-born 
infants  was  become  every  day  more  frequent  in  the  pro- 
vinces.    It  was  the  effect  oi  distress,  and  the  distress  was 
principally  occasioned  by  the  intolerable  burden  of  taxes, 
and  by  the  vexations  as  well  as  cruel  prosecutions  of  the 
officers  of  the  Revenue  against  their  insolvent  debtors. 
The  less  opulent  or  less  industrious  part  of  mankind, 
instead  of  rejoicing  at  an  increase  of  family,  deemed  it  an 
act  of  paternal  tenderness  to  release  the  children  from  the 
impending  miseries  of  a  life  which  they  themselves  were 
unable  to  support.' 

"  But  that  which  took  place  under  the  base  Emperor 
Constantine,  will  not  take  place  in  England.     You  will 
not  murder  your  new-born  infants,  nor  will  you,  to  please 
the  corrupt  and  the  insolent,  debar  yourselves  from  enjoy- 
ments to  which  you  are  invited  by  the  very  first  of  nature's 
laws.     It  is,  however,  a  disgrace  to  the  country,  that  men 
should  be  found  in  it,  capable  of  putting  ideas  so  insolent 
upon  paper.     So,  then,  a  young  man  arm-in  arm  with  a 
rosy-cheeked  girl,  must   be  a  spectacle  of  evil   omen ! 
What !  and  do  they  imagine  that  you  are  thus  to  be  extin- 
guished, because  some  of  you  are  now  (without  any  fault 
of  yours)   unable  to  find  work?    As  far  as  you  were 
wanted  to  labour,  to  fight,  or  to  pay  taxes,  you  were  wel- 
come, and  they  boasted  of  your  numbers ;  but  now  that 
your  country  has  been  brought  into  a  state  of  misery, 
these  corrupt  and  insolent  men  are  busied  with  schemes 
for  getting  rid  of  you.     Just  as  if  you  had  not  as  good  a 
right  to  live,  and  to  love,  and  to  murry  as  they  iiave ! 


[i8i2-i6] 

ced  exces- 
his  history 
e,  has  the 

new-born 
1  the  pro- 
stress  was 
1  of  taxes, 
)ns  of  the 
:  debtors, 
mankind, 
ned  it  an 

from  the 
Ives  were 

Emperor 
You  will 
to  please 
m  enjoy- 
f  nature's 
that  men 

insolent 
n  with  a 
i  omen ! 
be  extin- 
my  fault 
ou  were 
ere  wel- 
low  that 

misery, 
schemes 

good  a 
y  iiave ! 


"  TOJOURNE  YMENAND  LABOURERS."    167 

They  do  not  purpose-far  from  it-to  check  the  breeding 
of  smecure  placemen  and  pensioners,  who  are  supported 
m  part  by  the  taxes  which  you  help  to  pay.     They  say 
not  a  word  about  the  whole  families  who  are  upon  the 
pension  list.     In  many  cases,  there  are  sums  granted  in 
trust  for  the  children  of  such  a  lord  or  such  a  ]ad3^     And 
while  labourers  and  journeymen,  who  have  large  families 
too  are  actually  paying  taxes  for  the  support  of  these 
lord,  and  ladies'  children,  tliese  cruel  and  insolent  men 
propose  that  they  shall  have  no  relief  and  their  having 
children  ought  to  b.  checked!     To  such  a   subject  no 
words  can  40  justice.     You  will  feel  as  you  ought  to  feel  • 
and  to  the  effect  of  your  feelings  I  leave  these  cruel  and 
msolent  men." 

The  following  paragraph  is  against  the  republi- 
cans,  of  which  there  were  many  advocates,  born 
cf  the  troublous  times  : — 

"I  know  of  no  enemy  of  reform,  and  of  the  happiness 
of  die  country,  so  great  as  that  man  who  would  persuade 
you  that  we  possess  nothin,^ good,  and  that  all  must  be 
torn  to  pieces.     There  is  no  principle,  no  precedent,  no 
regulation  (except  as  to  mere  matter  of  detail),  favour- 
able to  freedom,  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  laws 
of  England  or  in  the  example  of  our  ancestors.     There- 
fore,  I  say,  we  may  ask  for,  and  we  want,  nothing  veia 
We  have  great  constitutional   laws   and  principles    to 
which   we  are   immovably  attached.     We    want   great 
alteration,  Out  we  want  nothing  new.     Alteration,  modi- 
fication to  suit  the  times  and  circumstances;    but  the 
great  principles  ought  to  be,  and  must  be,  the  same  or 
else  confusion  will  follow.     It  was  the  misfortune  of  'the 
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French  people,  tliat  they  had  no  great  and  settled  prin- 
•-■ililes  to  refer  to  in  their  laws  or  history.  They  sallied 
forth  and  inflicted  vengeance  on  their  oppressors;  but, 
for  want  of  settled  principles  to  which  to  refer,  they  fell 
into  confusion  ;  they  massacred  each  other ;  they  next 
flew  to  a  military  chief  to  protect  them  even  against 
themselves  ;  and  the  result  has  been  what  we  too  well 
know.  Let  us,  therefore,  congratulate  ourselves,  that 
we  have  great  constitutional  principles  and  laws,  to 
which  we  can  refer,  and  to  which  we  arc  attached. 
***** 

When  journeymen  find  their  wages  reduced,  they  should 

take  time  to  reflect  on  the  real  cause  before  they  fly  upon 

their  employers,  who  are,  iji  many  cases,  in  as  great,  or 

greater,  distress  than  themselves.     How  many  of  these 

employers  h.ave,  of  late,  gone  to  jail  for  debt,  and  left 

helpless  fomilies  behind  them  !     The  employer's  trade 

falls  off".     His  goods  are  reduced  in  price.     His  stock 

loses  the  half  of  its  value.     He  owes  money.     He  is 

ruined ;  and  how  can  he  continue  to  ]iay  high  M-ages  ? 

The  cause  of  his  ruin  is  the  ivcigJit  of  the  taxes,  which 

presses  so  heavily  on  us  all,  that  we  lose  the  power  of 

purchasing  goods.     But  it  is  certain  that  a  great  many, 

a  very  large   portion,    of  the  farmers,  tradesmen,  and 

manufacturers,  have,   by  their  supineness  and  want  of 

public   spirit,  contributed  towards    the  bringing  of  this 

ruin  upon  themselves  and  upon  you.    They  have  skulked 

from  their  public  duty.     They  have  kept  aloof  from,  or 

opposed,  all  measures  for  a  redress  of  grievances  ;  and, 

indeed,  they  still  skulk,   though   ruin   and   destruction 

stare  them  in  the  face.  .  .  .  Instead  of  coming  forward 

to  apply  for  a  reduction  of  those  taxes  which  are  pressing 

them  as  well  as  you  to  the  earth,  what  are  they  doing  ? 
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Why,  tliey  are  applying  to  the  Government  to  add  to 
their   receipts   by   passing    Com   Bills;    by  preventing 
Jo-nign  wool  from  being  imported  ;  and  many  other  .uch 
silly  schemes.     Instead  of  asking   for  a  reduction   of 
taxes,  they  are  asking  for  the   means  of  pay  in '^  taxes  f 
Instead  of  asking  for  the  abolition  of  sinecure  places  and 
pensions,  they  pray  to  be  enabled  to  continue  to  pay  the 
amount  of  those  places  and  pensions  !     They  knuv.-  very 
well  that  the  salaries  o.'  the  judges  and  of  many  other 
persons   uere   greatly  raised,  some   years    ago,   on   the 
ground  of  the  rise  in  the  price  of  labour  and  provisions  • 
why,  then,  do  they  not  ask  to  have  those  salaries  reduced 
now  that  labour  is  reduced  ?    Why  do  they  not  apply  to 
the  case  of  the  judges  and  others,  the  arguments  which 
they  apply  to  you  ?     They  can  talk  boldly  enough  to 
you ;    but  they  are   too  great  cowards  to  talk  to   the 
Government,  even  in  the  way  of  petition  ' 

***** 
I  have  no  room,  nor  have  I  any  desire,  to  appeal  to  your 
passions  upon  this  occasion.     I  have  laid  before  you, 
with  all  the  clearnes-  I  an  master  of,  the  causes  of  our 
mi.ery,  the  measures  which  have  led  to  those  causes, 
and  I  have  pointed  out  what  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
only  remedy-namely,  a  reform  of  the   Commons',  or 
people's,  House  of  Parliament.     I  exhort  you  to  proceed 
in   a   peaceable   and  lawful  manner;  but,  at  the   same 
tmie,  to  proceed  with  zeal  and  resolution  in  the  attain- 
ment  of  this  object.     If  the  skulkers  will  not  join  you,  if 
the  'decent  fire-side' gentry  still  keep  aloof,  proceed  by 
yourselves.     Any  man  can  draw  up  a  petition,  and  any 
man  can   carry  it   up   to  London,  with   instructions   to 
deliver  it   into  trusty  hands,  to  be  presented  whenever 
the  House  shall  meet.     Some  further  information  as  to 
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this  matter   in  a  future  number.     In  the  meanwhile  I 
remam,  your  friend,  Wm.  Cobbett."  ' 

Such,  then,  was  the  clarion,  which  was  to  awaken 
the    working-classes  of  England;    to  systematize 
their  thouo-hts,  and  to  give  definiteness  to  their  aims. 
And   such   was,    also,   the   stuff  which    was   to 
terrify,  for  a  little  while  longer,  our  dear  old  friends 
"  Law  and  Order."     While  the  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands  were  welcoming  this  new  gospel,  were  learn- 
ing a  practicable  path  for  their  bewildered  feet  • 
the    partisans    of    Government    were    absolutely 
dazed,  blinded,   with  terror ;    and   their  horror  at 
the   growth   of  h'beral   opinions    (otherwise,   "the 
floodgates  of  sedition  ")  completely  disabled  them 
from  discussing  domestic  politics  with  any  sem- 
blance  of  calmness.     As  for  the   mediocrities   in 
power,— they  had  succeeded  in   keeping  out   the 
shifty  Whigs  ;  but  here  was  a  third  party  coming 
to  the  front,  with  claims  as  good  as  their  own,  and 
promising  to   acquire   a  force  which  they  might 
withstand    in    vain.       Ministers,    in    short,    were 
alarmed;    and   they   announced   their   resolve,   in 
the  words  of  Lord  Liverpool,  to  pursue  the  "  Stern 
path   of    Duty!"      Lord   Sidmouth   (now    Home 
Secretary),  whose  qualities   for  statesmanship  no 
person,   other  than   his   ro)'al   patron,   had   been 
able  to  discover  since  he  left  the  Speaker's  chair 
in  1S02,— ^vas  at  his  wits'  end.    And  minor  hghts, 
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as  Mr.  Wilberforcc,  sighed  and  groaned  over  so 
much  blasphemy  as  was  rife,  Cobbett's  being  "  the 
most  pernicious  of  all." 

The  course  of  the  Stern  Path,  as  regards  the 
subject  of  these  pages,  must  be  described  in  another 
chapter.  Meanwhile,  the  immediate  consequences 
of  the  publication  of  the  first  cheap  Register 
remain  to  be  noted. 

All  sorts  of  means  were  taken  to  hinder  the 
circulation  of  the  now  ubiquitous  journal.  Book- 
sellers who  sold  the  Register  were  threatened  with 
lo.~s  of  custom;  publicans  were  threatened  with 
the  withdraxval  of  their  licences;  hawkers  and 
pedlars  were  threatened  with  the  police. 

Cheap  opposition  pamphlets  were  started.'*  The 
newspapers,  which  had  been  pretty  quiet  concern- 
mg  Mr.  Cobbett's  merits,  ever  since  1812  now 
began^gain ; «  the  New  Times  coming  out  with  a 

•  *  f  •^■-'/  ''7^'"  ^"'"'^  °^  ^^''^  People,"  price  threepe"i^ce  ~"7cr. 
sionally' (Chappie,  Pall  M,„).     Of  this  thL  were  f.  ve'' <  o    asio,    " 
Anti-Cobbett ;  or,  The  Weekly  Patriotic  Register  "  (from  the 
Aei,  Times),  wluch  appeared  about  eight  times. 

'  ^  lie  Detector  ;  an  (Occasional  Paper  "  (Hatchard).     We  cannot 
"detect"  the  existence  of  more  than  four  such  papers.      '''  ''""°' 
These  were  all  on  sim.lar  lines :  extracts  from,  and  references  to, 
the  days  of  Porcupme,  spiced  with  trrnsparent  falsehood. 

We  believe  it  is  now  some  five  or  six  years  since  the  Tim., 
journal  put  down  the  work  entitled  Col^l.tfJ Weekir^S^,^Z. 

sunk  .ts  author  into  obscurity  and  contempt Since  tn  'time 

we  had  thought  that  his  juurnal  had  wholly  dropped  t  o  t  le  "  o 
some  other   wnters.   such  as   those  of  the  Inl-pendent  ^-i"       I 
E.amn,r,   who  were  more  virulent    and  impudent  than  1  mS 
havmg  sprung  up.     We  learned,  however,  htely,  that  CoCu^ 
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specially  grand  affair,  headed  "  Cobbett  against 
COBBKTT,"  which  was  subsequently  issued  as  a 
broadside. 

And  a  very  serious  charge  did  they  bring 
against  this  "convicted  libeller:'  this  '^ firebrand:' 
this  -brutal  ruffian:'  this  " convicted  incendiary" 
this  ^^ hoary  miscreant:'  and  his  "ferocious  journal:' -^ 
In  what,  then,  had  he  manifested  this  brutality  — 
this  ferocity?  By  lacerating  the  naked  back 'of 
another  of  his  labourers  ?  Running  off  with  another 
man's  wife?  Setting  fire  to  barns  and  ricks? 
Defrauding  the  stock-exchange  ? 

None,  none  of  these  things.  The  criminal  was 
proved,  by  overwhelming  evidence,—"  out  of  his 
ou'n  mouth  "  indeed-to  have  formerly  denounced 
Reform  ! ! !     Sad  fellow ! 

Register  was  still  in  existence,  having  crept  on  in  obscurity  for  a 
senes  of  years."— 7}w«,  Nov.  14,  1816. 

^  For  the  context,  whence  these  clioice  epithets  are  extracted 
vide  Quarterly  Rnna^,  1S16-17,  P^^ssim.  extracted, 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

"  BET\yEEN  SILENCE  AND  A  DUNGEON  LAY 
MY  ONLY  CHOICE." 

When  your  wife,  or  your  nurse,  or  your  mother- 
.n-law,  utters  that  reproach  of  hers,  "Ah,  I  told 
you  how  it  would  be!  "-the  spirit  within  you  is 
"ot  apt  to  be  tinged  with  a  pervading  gratefulness. 
S,m,larly,"a  man  is  not  likely  to  be  thanlced 
«1  o  calls  attention  to  the  vast  discrepancies 
between  the  theory  and  practice  of  the  Constitu- 

ZL  \r^^  °"  '"'"  P''"°-Ph^-  remarks). 
What  w.th  the  .mpertinence  of  the  thing-the 
.mphed  assertion  of  superiority-the  further  impli- 
cahon  of  failure  and  muddle  on  the  part  of  the 
prescriptive  interpreters  of  the  Constitution  the 
counsel  oiTered  by  outsiders  is  rejected  with  dis- 
dam,  or  put  down  to  anything  but  di.sinterested 
motives. 

The  shortsightedness  and  iUiberah'tv  of  the 
Eldon  and  Siamouth  type  of  statesmanship  was 
constantly  displayed  in  this  way.     LPt  fh.J  I3.  ^ 
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Reform  petition  offered  to  Parliament,  and  they 
u-ould   refuse  to  receive  it,  if,  by  any  means,  some 
technical  objection  could  be  raised.     Given  a  civic 
state  dinner,  and  the  ministers  would  absent  them- 
selves   if  they  disagreed   with    the  Lord    Mayor's 
politics.     Let  a  Sunday  paper  advocate  the  cor- 
rection of  financial  abuses,  and  the  suspicion  i.^  at 
once  raised  that  the  grievance  really  lies  in  not 
having  a   share  of  the  spoil.      Genuine  men  like 
Whitbrcad  and  Romilly,  Roebuck  and  Cobden,  have 
not  always  escaped  similar  imputation,  from  which 
their  known  characters  should  yet  have  shielded 
them. 

The  ministers  of  the  Regent  might,  however, 
have  done  better  justice  to  themselves,  and  to  their 
opportunities,  but  for  their  contemptible  master. 
The  difficulty  of  conciliating  that  man  was  im- 
mensely enhanced  by  his  disreputable  domestic 
circumstances,  and  the  daily  need  of  avoiding  ex- 
posure, by  keeping  watch'  upon  the  Examiners 
and   the  Registers  of  the  day.     Animadversions 

'  Keeping  watch,  in  the  times  of  which  we  are  speaking,  was  not 
exclusively  from  the  constable's  point  of  view.  The  hand  of  in- 
trigue was  always  prepared,  in  order  to  purchase  silence,  as  it  had 
Ix^en  for  a  century  past.  When  the  Hunts  were  about  to  enter 
pnson  on  account  of  their  libel  upon  the  Regent,  they  had  the 
opportunity  of  refusing  an  immunity  from  punishment  if  they  would 
consent  to  hold  their  tongues  for  the  future.  And  an  offer  was  sent 
to  Cobbett  to  remit  the  looo/.  fine,  just  before  his  release  in  1812, 
if  he  would  promise  not  to  support  the  cause  of  the  Princess  of 
Wales. 
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upon  the  conduct  of  the  Irreclaimable  arc  prettv 

generally  wasted;  and  when  the  Irreclaimabt 
m  .overcgn   power,   discussion  on    his    pe,,o„ 
dements  ,s  apt  to  be  mixed  up,  somehow  o'rX: 
*.th  such  meaner  questions  as  the  welfare  of  Ms 

:ttr;rtoi?"^'''''r°''''^T'™-     A'" 
state,      I   told  you   so  "   becomes  sedition  •   and 

rn;r."°"^'''''=°'-^--^--Un"d 

So  the  Liverpool  ministry  had  their  hands  full 
b    ween  th.s  selfish   prince  and  starving  peop 

outc  y  fo,  Parhamentary  Reform  and  reduction  of 
pub  c   expenditure.      And    being    demand  d    as 
nshU,  the  end  of  granting  these  things  was  looked 
upon  as  something  too  awful  to  contemplate. 

as^toMt""^/"'':"^  "'"'  ">"=  R^f°™<>-  was 
as   to    he  mode:    Reformers  of  that  day  must 

be  d.v,ded  ,„to  classes  and  sub-classes,  when  The 
h,story  comes  to  be  written.     There  were  avowed 
Republicans  at  one  end  of  the  scale  ^r.A    a 
of  a   n„rifi„^   c  '  ^"°  advocates 

ot  a  purified   Conslitution  at  the  other.      Their 
common  opponents,  however,  not  only  refused  to 
make  distinction,  but  took  hold  of  minor  dfelnc 
and  threw  them  in  the  Reformers'  teeth  ■  ZTT 
crediting  the  entire  principle.  '  ^"^ 

For  example:  Mr.  Watson,  surgeon,  is  found  to 
have  a  number  of  prepared  pike-heads  in  hi-  ""oust 
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He  is  ready  to  employ  force,  if  it  comes  to  the 
point.  Mr.  William  Cobbctt,  editor,  takes  the 
liberty  of  telling  the  nation  that  it  will  never  be 
itself  again  without  a  reform.  He  abhors  violence 
of  any  sort  or  kind.  Yet  both  of  these  persona, 
along  with  all  those  of  intermediate  shades  of  opi- 
nion, are  decried  as  subverters  of  the  Constitution, 

This  trick  had  been  kept  up  for  twenty- five 
years  past.  And  now  that  "  the  most  powerful 
and  effective  public  writer  that  ever  appeared,"  the 
"closest  political  reasoner  of  his  time"  (as  described 
by  cotemprr;,!,f{'s),  was  the  leading  writer  and  rea- 
soner upo']  :w;iorm  in  Parliament :  the  best  thins- 
to  do  wai'  t'.>  ifVipute  unworthy  and  wicked  motives, 
and  to  follo.;^  that  up  by  an  endeavour  to  curtail 
his  liberty. 

Accordingly,  the  principal  London  newspapers 
were  full  of  Cobbett,  from  the  middle  of  Novem- 
ber, 1816,  until  the  opening  of  Parliament;  the 
Courier^  the  Times,  and  the  Morning  Post,  making 
it    their  special    business   to   misrepresent    him.* 

»  The  Courier  was  generally  suspected  of  being  a  subsidized  paper. 
The  Edinburgh  Review  characterized  it  thus  : — "  A  paper  of  shifts 
and  expedients,  of  base  assertions  and  thoughtless  impudence.  It 
denies  facts  on  the  word  of  a  minister,  and  dogmatizes  by  au- 
thority." 

3  One  likes  to  hear  both  sides,  when  there  is  a  trifling  difference 
of  opinion  : — 

"If  Cobbett  and  Hunt  were  "Mr.    Cobbett,    whose    sin- 

really  honest  men,  and  really  cerity  in  the  cause  of  the  country 
wished  well  to  the  cause  of  Re-  can  no  longer  be  questioned  by 
form,  they  would  abstain  from      any  party,"  &c.,  &c. 


TffE  CO.YFl,CT  m  mTTEK  EARmsT.  „, 

foi,t"'  T  '"''"';■"■  *■"""="'  '"•«'  ^-■-'d'cd  a  hi,,,, 
PO  nt,  nothing  could  be  easier.     Ilcnrv  H„nt 

"ma,e.     Then  the  Government  tri  d  a  L  n 
the  Hampden  Ch,b.,  by  hauhW  up  thai  ,'"" 

n>embe.s  before  a  Secret  Commftt^.     ,      '::'Z 
a  ew  scatter-brained  individuals  who  re    i^  d 
th    e  was  going  to   be  a  revolution,  ther     was 
o  .,ng  to  fear.      As  the   7-/«„  ,FeL.  't  ) Md 
Of  anythmg  like    plot    or    conspiracy      /'e 


g 


meddling  With  it.  .  .  .  If  a  man 
wants  to  repair  his  mansion,  and 
an  adviser  comes  and  tells  him 
that  he  ^vill  do  no  good  except 
he  pull  it  altogether  do\vn  and 
i-ehudd  it,  the  owner  immediately 
begins  to  think  it  better  that  he 
should  continue  to  live  in  the 
old  house  as  it  is  rather  than 
run  such    risks. ''-7i>«^,.  jan. 
2S,  1817.  ■' 


VOL.   II. 


He  has  increased  his  circu- 
Jation  to/or/_y  and/y/y  //.^/,.„;,,/ 
per  week  J   and  thus  his  work 
tends    to     counteract     the    un- 
principled  sophistry  of  certain  of 
the  dady  newspapers  and  of  their 
satemtes   through   the    country. 
AS  Air.  C.  gives  no  quarter  to 
the  partisans  of  war  and  corrup- 
tion,  and  to  the  sinecurists  and 
peculators  %vho  devour  the  sub- 
stance of  the  people,  and  as  he 
IS  the  able  advocate  of  the  vital 
question  of  Parliamentary   Re- 
form,  we  conceive  it  to  be  our 
duty  to  recommend  his  /^r^/sUr 
to  the  favourable  attention    of 
our    liberal     and     enlightened 
readers. "  -  Mo„t/ay  Magaune, 
January,  181 7, 
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general   and   national   sense   of   those  words,  no 
symptoms  have  yet  appeared." 

Yet,  because  people  were  clamouring  for  Reform 
and  remission  of  public  burdens,  the  Home  Secre- 
tary and  his  friends  were  frightened  out  of  their 
lives.  And,  because  Mr.  Cobbett  was  the  leader 
and  guider,  upon  these  topics,  he  was  charged  with 
exciting  the  labourers  and  journeymen  to  "  burn- 
ings, and  plunderings,  and  devastations,  and  shed- 
ding of  blood."  The  law  officers  of  the  Crown 
were  forthwith  instructed  to  examine  the  "  blasphe- 
mous and  seditious  "  pamphlets  of  the  day ;  but, 
as  Lord  Sidmouth  was  "sorry  to  say,"  they  were 
"  unable  to  find  out  anything  which  they  could 
prosecute  with  any  chance  of  success  !" 

The  Fears  gained  the  day,  however ;  and,  to  the 
dismay  of  the  parliamentary  opposition,  headed 
by  Earl  Grey  and  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  ,  and  under 
a  protest  of  the  Lords,  led  by  the  Duke  of  Sussex, 
the  ministry  succeeded  in  passing  a  Bill  for  the 
Suspension  of  Habeas  Corpus. 


IH  i 


The  astonishing  success  of  the  cheap  edition  of 
the  Register  caused  a  change  in  Cobbett's  domestic 
arrangements.  The  woods  and  the  fields  had  to 
be  relinquished  ;  and  he  came  up  to  London,  so  as 
to  be  in  the  thick  of  the  fight.  Accordingly,  we 
find  Wm.  Cobbett,  jun.,  installed  as  publisher,  at 
8,  Catherine  Street,  Strand.    The  Register  is  now 
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entered   at    Stationers'  Hail,   on  account  nf  T 
garbled  editions  that  have  be;n  printd^^  he  s 

repnnt  h,s  wnt.ngs  "  i„  any  regular  newspaper  ^ 

A  ch  ap  ed.fon  of «'  Paper  against  Gold  "  if  b'    ^ 

-uecl  m  weekly  numbers;  and  preparations      e 

-a  e  Tor    a  new  serial,  under  the  tL  of "  Tl 

i'arliamentary  Register." 

With  all  this  writing-  anri  r,..;r,4.- 

*"    ""  printing  and  ntihUcVi 

■ng,  ..  must  have  been  hot  and  exciting  w    k  in" 

London.     As    the    riav  fo,  ■ 

approached  th.T  /       "'""""^    Parliament 

and  pIkI:  K  ""  °f  fiurdett,  and  Cartwright 

and  Cobbett  became  the  daily  resort  of  Reforme  . 
A      h,s  t,me,  Burdett  was  getting  cool  over      e  ' 
great  ,„    fon,  and  the  principal  labours  fell  upon 

SittrBrsde?^;^'"^^''^^""-^-™-; 

i^tsiaes  tins,  there  were  two  public  -n 

pearances  in  Hampshire:  one,  on  the  ocean'f 

o^     wTc  r'' On!°"-d°™  "'•"•  -^   "- 
viULnester.     Une  evidence  of  the  statp  nf 

popular  feeling  upon  the  questions  of  Reform  and 

of  the  threatened  invasions  of  the  libertv  nf  !^ 

people,  is  shown  in  the  presentation  0    Whunde; 

pe.t,o„stotheCommons„nthe5thofMarchatne 
And  well  m,ght  the  nation  be  alarmed      As' 
soon  as  the  preliminaries  of  the  session  T!h'  k 
completed,  the  ministry  IntroducedThe,  Ha  I!: 
Corpus  Suspension  Bill,  and  passed  also  an  Act  for 
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preventing  '•  seditious  meetings  and  assemblies." 
The  public  voice  was  thus  completely  enthralled. 
And,  amid  all  the  hubbub,  it  was  known  that  the 
leading  object  in  view  was  to  silence  Mr.  Cobbett.* 
The  Government  might  as  well  have  taken  up 
the  broom  of  Mrs.  Partington,  in  order  to  dispose 
of  Mr.  Cobbett.  The  only  effect,  upon  him,  was  to 
provide  new  and  beautiful  topics  for  his  readers  : — 

*'  I  will  first  explain  clearly  what  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act  is,  &c." 

*'  Suffer  me  to  say  a  word  or  two  about  the  Hawkers' 
and  Pedlars'  Act." 

and  so  forth ;  with  full  exposition  of  all  previous 
futile  attempts  upon  the  progress  of  liberty  and 
intelligence.     The  papers  in  the  'ster  of  this 

period  ought  to  have  convinced  Miriisters  of  the 
error  of  their  ways  :  of  the  utterly  false  position  in 
which  they  had  placed  themselves.  So  clear  in 
description  ;  so  cogent  in  their  reasoning ;  so 
temperate.  And  withal,  so  full  of  the  writer's 
own  humour : — 

"...  irreligious,  immoral,  or  seditious  Tendency. 
Only  think  of  the  extent  of  this  word  tendency!  only  think 

*  It  appears  from  a  memorandum,  printed  in  Mr.  Yonge's  "  Life 
and  Administration  of  Lord  Liverpool"  (vol.  ii.  298),  that  Robert 
Southey  recommended,  if  he  did  not  primarily  suggest,  these  se- 
verities. He  names  "  Cobbett,  Hone,  and  the  Examiner,  &c.,"  as 
the  writers  who  are  to  be  stopped,  and  thinks  that  their  imprison- 
ment should  be  "  such  as  will  prevent  them  from  "carrying  on  their 
journals." 


''TENDENCY:^  ^8 

with  .ho2  who  cCc  'Jh  •  '"  ?''  ""'"  •''■•'""'™'^d 
compel  the  neoote  M  ''°°'''""  ''"''">  "»■'■=  "ho 
Common?    rd''ff  "''. "   "^   '''"S^'    ^ords,    and 

Common  tTwWch'"?"'™'"'  "'*  ^'"S''  '-»'*■  »"'' 
of  them  and  To  b^L     ?    ""'''•■'  ""*  '"  P"''"'^^  ''■'"•ed 

.ion.  anylld^alafC  ;^.^"'"''°"' '-»"• -'"- 

Clear,  and  temperate,  and  lively  as  thev  were 
however,  there  was  no  mlncin,  „^  .,«'j,  :;  ^^ 
to  thepomtmgout  to  Lord  Sidmouth,  at  las    that 
he  was   the  real   revolutionist,'  and   that  ail  hi 
efforts  were  "unavailing  as  to  the  work  of  stmLg  " 

But.  if  this  was  resolution  and  not  mere  swagger 
how  was  ,t  to  be  done;    Anyone  of  his  nSh 
bours   „„,  eionsly  disposed,  could  have  Mr  Cob 
bett  brought  before  a  magistrate,  and  thrown  Mto 
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jail  without  warning,  for  any  word  with  a  tendency. 
What  is  more,  they  meant  to  do  so. 
There  was  only  one  way  : — 

"  A  few  years  ago,  being  at  Barnet  Fair,  I  saw  a  battle 
going  on,  arising  out  of  some  sudden  quarrel,  between  a 
butcher  and  the  servant  of  a  West-country  grazier.  The 
butcher,  though  vastly  superior  in  point  of  size,  finding 
that  he  was  getting  the  worst  of  it,  recoiled  a  step  or  two, 
and  drew  out  his  knife.  Upon  the  sight  of  this  weapon, 
the  grazier  turned  about  and  ran  off,  till  he  came  up  to  a 
Scotchman  who  was  guarding  his  herd,  and  out  of  whose 
hand  the  former  snatched  a  good  ash-stick,  about  four 
feet  long.  Having  thus  got  what  he  called  a  lotig  arm, 
he  returned  to  the  combat,  and,  in  a  very  short  time,  he 
gave  the  butcher  a  blow  upon  the  wrist,  which  brought 
his  knife  to  the  ground.  The  grazier  then  fell  to  work 
with  his  stick  in  such  a  style  as  I  never  before  witnessed. 
The  butcher  fell  down,  and  rolled  and  kicked ;  but  he 
seemed  only  to  change  his  position  in  order  to  insure  to 
every  part  of  his  carcase  a  due  share  of  the  penalty 
of  his  baseness.  After  the  grazier  had,  apparently, 
tired  himself,  he  was  coming  away,  when,  happening  to 
cast  his  eye  upon  the  knife,  he  ran  back  and  renewed  the 
basting,  exclaiming  every  now  and  then,  as  he  caught 
his  breath:  ^ Dra-  t/iy  knife,  uio'tV  He  came  away  a 
second  time,  and  a  second  time  returned,  and  set  on 
upon  the  caitiff  again  ;  and  this  he  repeated  several 
times,  exclaiming  always  when  he  recommenced  the 
drubbing;  *  Dra'  thy  knife,  wo't?' — till,  at  last,  the 
butcher  was  so  bruised,  that  he  was  actually  unable  to 
stand  or  even  to  get  up ;  and  yet,  such,  amongst  English- 


Jy/ZZ  J^ESOI^T  TO  A  LONG  ARM,      ,83 
i^en,  is  the  abhorrence  of  foul  fi^htin-  thif  nn^ 

nil  ..    !"^'^""^^"t.     My  choice,  as  I  said  before  rieavini? 

and  -fa,    ,l,ese  means  fail,  ,hc„  ,vill  come  the  d>m-' 

AmC         .  T*""  '""'  ^  *^"  -"^.  ■■"  "ve,  from 

This  resolve  appears  fo  have  been  in  Mr.  Cob- 
betts  „„,d  since  the  middle  of  Februa^,  shortly 
after  the  ,„trod„ction  of  the  Gagging  Bills,  as  they 
were  ealled.     It  was  now  the  end  of  Mareh,  and 
the  ean,pa,gn  against  the  popular  press  was  in 
v,ctor,ous  advance.     People  could  almost  hear  the 
prison  doors  creaking  open.     When,  lo !  the  ner 
secutors  wake  up  one  morning,  and  find  that  the 
wretch  has  flown  ! 

Have  you  ever  watched,  reader,  the  gyrations  of 

pussysfaee-the  involuntary  muscular  contortions 
of  her  jaws,  at  sight  of  a  dickey-bird,  when  that 
gentle  creature  is  on  the  wrong  rbut  safe}  side  of 
a  wmdow-pane  }  Such  was  the  aspect  of  Authority 
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when   she   found   that  Mr.   Cobbett   had   slipped 
through    her  fingers.      And    such,   the    impotent 
anger  of  his  rivals.*    The  explosion  of  wrath,  which 
took  place  upon  the  discovery  that  he  was  out  of 
harm's  way,  really  appears  laughable,  to  look  back 
upon  it  from  this  distance  of  time.     He  had  eloped 
from  his  creditors,  had  been  diddling  the  Stamp 
Office,  had  escaped  imprisonment  for  life  :  he  had 
deserted  his  family,  deserted  the  cause,  deserted 
his  country  :  and,  as  for  his  pretended  patriotism, 
what  did  his  friends  think  of  the  brave  Cobbett  now  ? 
Even  the  Reformists,  themselves,  felt  a  shudder 
of  dismay  pass  over  them  ;   whilst  the  Exatnitier 
class  of  scribblers  fell  upon  the  caitiff  with  their 
envious  sneers,  retailing  the  lies  and  imputations 
invented  and  cast  about  by  their  own  enemies! 
But,  perhaps  the  unkindest  cut  of  all  was  on  the 
part    of  the  Chronicle,   when  that  great    bulwark 
of  whiggism,   and   mock-Reformist,   informed   its 
readers   that   Cobbett  had  gone   off  to  America 
because  the  circulation  of  the  Register  had  fallen 
so  low,   through    the    operations    of    Sidmouth's 
acts. 

The  fact  of  the  matter  being  that,  in  spite  of  all 


'  "As  might  be  expected,  falsehoods  out  of  number,  and  in  every 
garb,  have  been  circulated  in  regard  to  a  man  who  never  compro- 
mised with  his  convictions." — Monthly  Magazine,  May,  1817. 

There  were  many,  it  must  be  said,  who  looked  at  the  matter  in 
its  proper  light,  and  fairly  pointed  out  that  Cobbett  had  been  driven 
away. 
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^JS  DlrpAJiTUJiE  FOR  AMERICA.      ,85 
Ihat  co„M  be  said,  Mr.  CobbC.'s  flight  to  America 

ms  me.      The  decision  of  character    tli,> 

«.nsle„c.,,  of  purpose,  and  eonfidenee  i,        'o   „ 

r-ourcc,  displayed  on  tl.is   oecasion,  a  e      ^ 

nexan,p,ed.     Hundreds  of  writers  had  exalte 

he,nselves  before  now;  but  where  was  L  1" 

:.;;,•• ""°  '•^'  '°"^'  '^  -'"  ^  view  t?: 

better  fight„,g-ground  ?  Political  refugees  were 
swarmmg  throughout  the  Union,  but  h  ^  ZZ 
beE,nn,ng  hfeanew;  and  who  amongst  them  kt 
■ad  east  the  dust  of  their  native  country  frl  off 
':;  !''°"-"'"'  ""'  ">-  one  proclaimed,  "En. 

turn"  ""^T'?'  '""  '°  ^"S-"'  I  ^'-ll 
return,  -and  hved  to  return  and  see  his  work 
accomplished  ?  ^^ 

The    world,  then,  was  looking  for   its   weeMv 
oracKor  weekly  trash,  or  weekl/venom,  according 

April   1817.     Rumours  had  been  afloat  for  several 
aays  that  Cobbett  wa=!  In  t  •  ,  several 

Ampr;.  7  Liverpool,  on  his  way  to 

America;   and,    upon   the  world  goin^    with   it! 
twopences,  to   Catherine  Street    StranH 
developed  into  certainty.     ThetteXurar 
of  a  J^ejisu^  received  instead,- 

"Mr.  Cobbett's  Taking  Leave  of  his 
Countrymen." 
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As  one  more  specimen  of  what  Cobbett  could 
say,  when  his  heart  was  more  than  usually  full  of 
tender  and  earnest  feeling,  the  reader  will  like  to 
have  presented  here  some  portions  : — 

"  My  Beloved  Countrymen,— Soon  after  this  reaches 
your  eyes,  those  of  the  writer  will,  possibly,  have  taken 
the  last  glimpse  of  the  land  that  gave  him  birth,  the  land 
in  which  his  parents  lie  buried,  the  land  of  which  he  has 
always  been  so  i)roud  ;  the  land  in  which  he  leaves  a 
pcoi)le  whom  b.e  shall,  to  his  last  breath,  love  and  esteem 
beyond  all  the  rest  of  mankind. 

"  Every  one,  if  he  can  do  it  without  wrong  to  another, 
has  a  right  to  pursue  the  path  to  his  own  happiness ;  as 
my  happiness,  howcvv-  iuas  long  been  inseparable  from 
the  hope  of  assisting  in  restoring  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  my  country,  nothing  could  have  induced  me  to  quit 
that  country,  while  there  remained  the  smallest  chance 
of  my  being  able,  by  remaining,  to  continue  to  aid  her 
cause.  No  such  chance  is  ow  left.  The  laws  which 
have  just  been  passed,  especially  if  we  take  into  view  the 
real  objects  of  those  laws,  forbid  us  to  entertain  the  idea, 
that  it  would  be  possible  to  write  on  political  subjects 
according  to  the  dictates  of  truth  and  reason,  without 
drawing  down  upon  our  heads  certain  and  swift  destruc- 
tion. It  was  well  observed  by  Mr.  Brougham,  in  a  late 
debate,  that  every  writer  who  opposes  the  present  mea- 
sures, '  must  now  feel  that  he  sits  down  to  write  with  a 
halter  about  his  neck,'  an  observation  the  justice  of  which 
must  be  obvious  to  all  the  world. 

"Leaving,  therefore,  all  considerations  of  personal 
interest,  personal  feeling,  and  personal  safety ;  leaving 
even  the  peace  of  mind  of  a  numerous  and  most  afifec- 
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Shall  I  be  as  dumb  as  one  of  my  horses  ?  Shall  that 
indignation  which  burns  within  mc  be  quenched  ?  Shall 
I  make  no  effort  to  preserve  even  the  chance  of  assisting 
to  better  the  lot  of  my  unha])py  country?  Shall  that 
mind,  wliich  has  communicated  its  light  and  warmth  to 
millions  of  other  minds,  now  be  extinguished  for  ever ; 
and  shall  those  who,  with  thousands  of  pens  at  their  com- 
mand, still  saw  the  tide  of  opinion  rolling  more  and  more 
heavily  against  them,  now  be  ever  secure  from  that  pen, 
by  the  e^rts  of  which  they  feared  being  overwhelmed  ? 
Shall  truth  never  again  be  uttered?  Shall  her  voice 
never  be  heard,  even  from  a  distant  shore  ?  ' 

"  Thus  was  the  balance  turned  ;  and,  my  countrymen, 
be  you  well  assured  that,  though  I  shall,  if  I  live,  be  at  a 
distance  from  you  ;  though  the  ocean  will  roll  between 
us,  not  all  the  barriers  that  natnrc  as  well  as  art  can  raise, 
shall  be  sufttcient  to  prevent  you  from  reading  some  [)art, 
at  least,  of  what  I  write;  and,  notwithstanding  all  the 
wrongs  of  which  I  justly  complain ;  notwithstanding  all 
the  indignation  that  I  feel ;  notwithstanding  all  the  pro- 
vocations that  I  have  received,  or  that  I  may  receive, 
never  shall  there  drop  from  my  pen  anything  whichj 
according  to  the  law  of  the  land,  I  might  not  safely  write 
and  publish  in  England.  Those  who  have  felt  them- 
selves supported  by  power,  have  practised  towards  me 
foul  play  without  measure  ;  but  though  I  shall  have  the 
means  of  retaliation  in  my  hands,  never  will  I  follow  their 
base  example. 

"  Though  I  quit  my  country,  far  be  it  from  me  to  look 
upon  hei  cause  as  desperate,  and  still  farther  be  it  from 
me  to  wish  to  infuse  despondency  into  your  minds.  lean 
serve  that  cause  no  longer  by  remaining  here  ;  but  the  cause 
itself  is  so  good,  so  just,  so  manifestly  right  and  virtuous, 
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hourly  losing  the  estates  descended  to  them  from  their 
forefathers.    They  see  themselves  stripped  of  the  means  of 
keeping  that  hospitality,  for  which  England  was  once  so 
famed,  and  of  which  there  remains  nothing  now  but  the 
word  in  the  dictionary  :  they  see  themselves  reduced  to 
close  up  their  windows,  live  in  a  corner  of  their  houses, 
sneak  away  to  London,  crib  their  servants  in  their  wages,  and 
hardly  able  to  keep  up  a  little  tawdry  show ;  and  it  would 
seem,  that  for  the  contempt  which  they  feel  that  their 
meanness  must  necessarily  excite  in  the  common  people, 
they  endeavour  to  avenge  themselves,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  disguise  their  own  humiliation,  by  their  haughty  and 
insolent  deportment  towards  the  latter :  thus  exhibiting 
that  mixture  of  poverty  and  pride,  which  has  ever  been 
deemed  better  calculated  than  any  other  union  of  qualities 
to  draw  down  upon  the  possessors  the  most  unfriendly  of 
human  feelings. 

^  "It    is    curious,   also,  that    this    fit   of  novel    and 
ridiculous  pride  should  have  afflicted  the  minds  of  these 
persons  at  the  very  time  that  the  working  classes  are 
become  singularly  enlightened.     Not  enlightened  in  the 
manner  that  the  sons  of  Cant  and  Corruption  would 
wish  them  to  be.     The  conceited  creatures  in  what  is 
called  high  life,  and  who  always  judge  of  men  by  their 
clothes,  imagine  that  the  working  classes  of  the  people 
have  their  minds  quite  sufficiently  occupied  by  the  read- 
ing of  what  are  called  '  religious  and  moral  tracts.'    Sim- 
ple, insipid  dialogues  and  stories,  calculated  for  the  minds 
of  children  seven  or   eight  years  old,  or  for  those  of 
savages  just  beginning  to  be  civilized.    These  conceited 
persons  have  no  idea  that  the  minds  of  the  working 
classes  ever  presume  to  rise  above  their  infantine  level. 
.  .  .  The  working  classes  of  the  people  understand  well 
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they  have  not  hflf  enough  teat  „ofh^r'  ''  ''''''' 
cover  their  nakedness  by  day  ani  fn\  '"°"^"'"  ^° 
perishing  by  night.  They  are  rot  .  ^  '^  '^''"  ^^°"^ 
pretty  stories  about '  the  bountv  nf  ,  ''"'"''^^  ^>'  ^he 
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sheep's  wool,  in  order  that  th     ft ,    If  '''"'''  ''  ''^^ 
get  It  to  line  their  nests  with    o  keen  the"''  ""'  '"' 
warm!'    Stories  like  these  are  nnr^I.  ^°""^^  °"^« 
minds  of  the  working  classes  nf\T  '"^'^'"'  ^°  «"  'he 
something  more  solid      Thevl!    k^'^^''    ^^^^  ''^^^ 
solid.     Their  minds,  ike  a  Let  of     '  ""'^^^'"^  '"-- 
the  lasting  impressions  of  undeniatleT'  '7'  ""'^^^ 
able  argument;  and  it  will  alC  be  a  I      "'""^^^■ 
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very  certain  will  never  be  effaced  from  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  this  country. 

*  #  ^  W  4r  ^ 

"  I  shall  be  as  careful  as  I  have  been,  not  to  write  any- 
thing that  even  a  special  jury  would  pronounce  to  be  a 
Z//v/.     I  have  no  desire  to  write  libels.     I  have  written 
none  here.     Lord  Sidmouth  was  '  sorry  to  say '  that  I 
had  not  written  anything  that  the  law  officers  could  pro- 
secute with  any  chance  of  success.     I  do  not  remove  for 
the  purpose  of  writing  libels,  but  for  the  purpose  of  being 
able  to  write  what  is  //of  libellous.     I  do  not  retire  from 
a  combat  with  the  Attorney-General,  but  from  a  combat 
with  a  dungeon,  deprived  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper.    A 
combat  with   the   Attorney-General    is    quite    unequal 
enough.     That,  however,  I  would  have  encountered.     I 
know  too  well  what  a  trial  by  Special  Jury  is.     Yet  that, 
or  any  sort  of  f/ia/,  I  would  have  stayed  to  face.     So 
that  I  could  have  been  sure  of  a  trial,  of  whatever  sort,  I 
would   have   run   the  risk.     But,  against  the  absolute 
power  of  imprisonment,  without  even  a  hearing,  for  time 
unlimited,  in  any  jail  in  the  kingdom,  without  the  use  of 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  without  any  communication 
with  any  soul  but  the  keepers ;  against  such  a  power  it 
would  have  been  worse  than  madness   to    attempt  to 
strive.     Indeed,  there  could  be  no  striving,  in  such  a 
case ;  where  I  should  have  been  as  much  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  as  are  the  shoes  which  he  has 
upon  his  feet.     No !  I  will  go,  where  I  shall  not  be  as 
the  shoes  upon  Lord  Sidmouth's  and  Lord  Castlereagh's 
feet.     I  will  go  where  I  can  make  sure  of  the  use  of  pen, 
ink,  and  paper ;  and  these  two  lords  may  be  equally  sure 
that,  in  spite  of  everything  they  can  do,  unless  they  openly 
enact  or  proclaim  a  censorship  on  the  press,  or  cut  off  all 
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try  but  England.  Any  foible  that  may  belong  to  your 
character,  I  shall  always  willingly  allow  to  belong  to  my 
own.  All  the  celebrity  which  my  writings  have  obtained, 
and  which  they  will  preserve  long  and  long  after  Lords 
Liverpool,  and  Sidmouth,  and  Castlereagh  are  rotten  and 
forgotten,  I  owe  less  to  my  own  talents  than  to  that  dis- 
cernment, and  that  noble  spirit  in  you,  which  have  at 
once  instructed  my  mind  and  warmed  my  heart :  and, 
my  beloved  countrymen,  be  you  well  assured  that  the 
last  beating?  of  that  heart  will  be,  love  for  the  people, 
for  the  happiness,  and  the  renown  of  England  ;  and 
hatred  of  their  corrupt,  hypocritical,  dastardly,  and 
merciless  foes." 

A  postscript  adds  that  the  weekly  political  pam- 
phlet would  be  revived  in  about  three  inonths' 
time.  And  his  readers  are  assured  further 
that— 


"  If  I  have  life  for  only  a  year  or  two  at  farthest,  I 
shall  be  back  with  them  again.  The  beautiful  country 
through  which  I  have  so  lately  travelled,  bearing,  upon 
every  inch  of  it,  such  striking  marks  of  the  industry  and 
skill  of  the  people,  never  can  be  destined  to  be  inhabited 
by  slaves.  To  suppose  such  a  thing  possible  would  be 
at  once  to  libel  the  nation  and  to  blaspheme  against  Pro- 
vidence, Let  my  readers  not  fear  my  finding  out  the 
means  of  communicating  to  them  whatever  I  write. 
They  will  see  the  political  pamphlet  revive  and  be  con- 
tinued, until  the  day  when  they  will  find  me  again  dating 
my  addresses  to  them  from  London  or  from  Botley. 

"Wm.  COBIiETT, 

' '  Liverpool,  2  Zth  March^  1 8 1 7. " 
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■'suniccl,  with  a  letter  rln,,r  ^"'^  "  '""^  '■■^- 

funher  interrupt/on.'    0^  o     ,     '"   "'  "'"'°"' 
-■•ons  did  a  number  anpe  7  ;„      '":  T  "™  ''^^■•'- 

^™nar  publieations.       Ceo,  7     '   '  """  " 
'hat  Hone's  Re.Ti,ter  n.  .        "'"'  ""denstood 

The  Kcpublican."  edited  ty  (^;wile      << r? '^  J'"HticalReii;;re;;" 

was  a  scnewhat  ren:arkable  fel  ^ ''     J^    ,,''"'   "'^'"''^  ^^^rf" 
Prevad.n..  political  J.ypocrisies  n  d ".,         '^>'"''  '"'''^y  ^vith  the 
WooJer  was  very  anrrry  over T  n      f    "*''  '"  ^''>"'-ch  a,.d  State 
condoned   the  matter. '  ^rT^^t'eil-^   rf  ^  '°  ^---.    "         " 

art.c,es„po„thespysyste,.      ,dt  e^^el   r^'''  ^'^^'^   '^-'^  --- 

State  pnsoners.     Wilh'am  I  a.littl'    '       "''  '''''  ''''  ""fortunate 

'  Shadgett's  Weekly  Review  "  w t       ""°"^^  ^'"-^  '^^"^"'-•(or.s. 

with  the  object  of  tryL  to  Z  dn       'T  °l'P«i^i""  affair,  started 

sketehes  from  this  journal  ^le    ot?  /     ''  ''■^'^J--'^'^'Wes.     Some 

t'tle  of  ..The  Political  C)  ixote    t     '  '"'  '^^^^ 

"owned  Don  Blackibo  D^.rC  'an"  '  h     t     f  "'""^  '^^  ^"^^^  ^e! 

a  Romance,  in  which  are  introduced  n'jT^  ■>''''^'  '^«litiono  ; 
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a  dcpAt  for  that  journal  at  his  Uttlc  shop  in  the 
0\(\  Bailey,  he  liad  rrcnitly  rcpiTnhiccd  the  Ameri- 
can autobioj^M-aphy  of  Peter  rorcui)ine  in  a  cluap 
form." 

Ill   the  course  of  the  summer  of  this  ^-ear,  an 
exposure  of  the  spy  system  was  made  in  the  House 
of  Commons;  and   it  was  proved,   over  and   over 
a.qain,  that  nearlj'  all  the  serious  riots  had   been 
instii^ated  by  these  wretciics,  actually  in   the  cm- 
ploy   of  Government.     The   restdt   was    a   public 
condemnation    of  the    infamous   system,    and    its 
immediate  disuse  on  the  part  of  ministers.     And, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  all  the  si.<^r„s  of  turbulence 
in   the  country  ceased  ;  the   Habeas  Corpus  Sus- 
pension  Act  beint,^  repealed   soon   after  the  next 
meetinnr  of  I'arHament.     In  fact,  every  day  proved, 
more  and  more  clearl)-,  that  it  was   nothin-  but 
fear  which  had  mat;ninetl  a  iaw  local  discontents— 
by  means  of  that  powerful  lens,  Anti-Reform— into 
desinrns  upon  the  fabric  of  the  Constitution. 

lUit  the  mischief  done  to  the  temper  of  the 
people  was  irreparable.  Those  persons  (of  whom 
there  must  be  some  proportion,  even  among  such 
a  phle-matic  race  as  the  English)  whose  reform- 
ing- zeal  was  easily  raised  to  fever  heat,  got  into 

■"  With  his  incurable  propensity  for  parody,  Hone  closed  «n  this 
l.anii,hlct  thus  :-"  Xo,v  the  rest  of  the  acts  and  life  of  this  author, 
M-e  they  not  written  in  the  vohunes  of  his  PcUtUal  K.^isUr  ami 
other  works?'  "^ 
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trouble  ;  and  several  sufA-rivJ  fi  •    , 

fortre-isr.M    1     •  "-"-''  ^''^'  '••^"t^il   penalty 

'or  iicason,  (hiring  the  years  i«i7  ,.,      -n    •     • 
imidcnro    1,  '«'7-r9-      I  heir    m- 

was  bearing  it,  f,,,it  •  •    ,      ,  ^  '""'  ''"''^'"■•'■''' 

;-.;:.-t..,.,.,;;;:;;:;;;::-^;'-- 

■lory,  wdl    not    fail    to    f-.l-,.   f      t  ^ 

iVLs,  It  IS  that  we  have  had  Mf>I 
bournes    and    IVcl,,    Kussclls    and    Pain,    ,tl  " 
dur,n«  a  pc,-,o<l  of  European  revolution,  i^H"^ 
such  „c„  a.s  the  favourites  of  George  th    T  Id 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

"  WHATEVER  OTHER  FAULTS  I  MAY  HAVE,  THAT 
OF  LETTING  GO  MY  HOLD  IS  NOT  ONE." 

Among  the  topics  which,  of  recent  years,  had  been 
current  matter  for  discussion,  our   relations  with 
the  United   States  were  not  the   least  important. 
The   dispute,  arising^  from  repeated  violations  of 
neutrality  on  the  part  of  England,  which  ultimately 
led  to  the  war  of  1812,  was  the  fruit  of  purely 
administrative  errors  ;  and  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  popular  sentiment  of  this  country.     The  two 
nations  Iiad  become  reconciled,  for  fifteen   years 
past ;  and,    had    it    not    been    for   the    arbitrary 
assumptions  put  forth  by  the  British  Government, 
on  the  basis  of  our  alleged  naval  supremacy,  every 
aspect  gave  promise  of  close  international  friend- 
ship. 

It  may  be  said,  however,  that  the  contest  had  its 
beneficial  side.  The  peace,  which  ensued,  has 
never  since  been  broken  :  quite  as  much,  perhaps, 
because  conciliation  has  since  become  the  ruling 
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The  last  l.„ffer,ng  traditions,  as  to  the  possibility 
of  the  Yankees  being  coerced,  were  banished  from 
h  m,„d.,  of  Hnghsh  statesmen  by  the  event  of 
this  naval  war ;  and,  such  point  gained  the  f  r 
-ny  minor  prejudices  naturallyTaJeared  ° 

tne  solut  on  of  the  questions  in  dispute  with  and 
^  e  enhghtenment  of  the  people  concerri  Ji  the 
United    States  of  AmenVa    ft,„       • 

America,  there  is  none  whn^n 

ervces  can  be  compared  with  those  of  the  s  b 
of  these  pages.      Whilst  the  London  press   wa 
cncouragmg  the  Government,  besides  mirieadLg 
the  people  as  to  the  real  nature  and  prospects  of 
the  conflict,  Mr.  Cobbett  was  declaring  as  he  Ld 
been  declaring  from  the  first:  that  the  poi  ts    ' 
dispute  would  have  to  be  given  ud   or  ,1 
«'ould  last  for  years      M.    r  lu^',  ""^ 

and  Mr  Cobbett^sT  '''''"'  P^'ri°''»". 

in  .nestfcn.'t  be?Zt:"r^  "^"^''  """'' 
■•elinquished,  and  Mr  rlbK  „  '  ""'''^^^^dly 
more.  '''"="   "">"  right,   onee 

enstd'h^^e's^.r::'""  T'"  "-'"^"^^°" 
oesides  that  between  the  two  peoples     THp 

vv.eterat\rv"^i:-rr.=-'>^* 

ead  his  J^c^;..rr,and  re- 
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printed  portions  of  if     They  sent  him  newspapers. 
And  one  effusive  committee,  of  Albany,  New  York- 
sent  him  a  suit  of  clothes  ("  made  of  doth  manu- 
factured in  this  State,  from  wool  {r,„,vn  within  it.")'^ 
There  followed,  of  course,  effusiveness   on    the 


•  XiUs\,   R,^hte,;  puhlisluvl  at  Baltimore,  a  weekly  iounnl  of 

Amuic.u     S„,nc.  of  tl,e  in.lepcn.lei.t  rei,„l,licnti..ns  were.- 

l...cu,nnc  KVvivcd;    or.   An  OI.I  Thi,,,    ^f,,,,  n,,,.     ^lein. 
I    An  A.jru„,c„t  ayanist  the  ICxpnIiencv  of  a  War  wi,l,  J.n..l.„,l 
(2)  An  I. .position  of,,,  Al.sunli,y  of  .'cndin.  Ail.  a£^ 

Ucatwuh     u-HriUs,..     i^   Wi.lian,  Coi.I.eU.Scs.,"  (xjlvtr^ 
CU    .      '    ,r  '     ■  "  ""  '•^•'•'^'■'''I'^N  --^'Hl  thinks  it   .Mirprisin.^  tha 
U  l,l>e.t  should  have  .loscrihcl  so  accurately  seventeen  y  ars  ago  he 
present  condition  ot  tlio  Stales.  ^ 

nri'tain'tr^.!''/"w-n''"'"'"''^"  ''"-'  ^""'•^'^  ^'ates  and  Great 
1^  itain,  \L.,&c.,  by  William  Col.hett,    Iwi. "  (New  Vorl-     iS,c» 

T,.  ,.^ce  is  highly  eulogistic,  and  LgivL  Ih  0«s  "^t 

"  The  I'ride  of  Britannia  II:..,.„led  ;  or,  The  Queen  of  the  Ocean 
Inqueen  d  by  the  An,erican  Cock-boats,  &c..  .4     Illus  rat  d  a,K 

nug!:lJ::-      ^^""^'^^'l"'-'    ^^'5).      This   editor  is  also  veo. 

It^vasa  marked  characteristic  of  the  estimates  formed  by  Cob- 

et   s  coten.poranes  that  the  party,  or  the  set,  which  he  for  l.Z. 

be.ng  appeared  to  support,  rea.lily  overlooked  his  former  op  i,  ons 

"t^lS  I'r'"""?""'^^-"     '^"'"^  ^''^^"^^  ^"  London,!^ 
as  to  1  hdadelphia.     Pvever  was  a  man  so  readily  forgiven.     Fnvv 

tZZ^^  '^"":T^  ^"^"^>''  ^^  ''  ^'-^^^  '^  '°  great'abilitie   S 
to  superior  personal  character. 

'  We  get  a  glim],se  of  home  over  this  incident  :-"  The  vounijest 
nsked  where  Albany  was.  He  ran  to  the  map.  And  th  n  u"S 
pamphlet  from  Boston;  they  looked  into  i/;    they  saw  a    e 

thing  winch  they  had,  one  or  the  other  of  them,  w  itten  at  my  dk! 
ation  only  a  few  months  before.     Who  wouKl  l^-ter  such  p leasu  es 
for  all  the  wealth  and  all  the  titles  in  the  world  ?  ■•'  ^ 
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P'-^rt  of  Mr.  Cobbctt.     TJieirs  wis  -,  r 

"-<n   oi  an  Attorncv-LfcnfrTl  •   fi,  „ 
•^till  many  political   cvW  •  '  '^   ^'^''^ 

mi.,     f  .,   ^    "^"-*^'  ^^''-^   nuniKint  there,  but  the 

-^  example  to  th  vl  d  "z^^^:;^"'^"-'  --'  -t 

liberty      And   ho  '  ^  ,      '""'  '"^'   '■^'''^^'■""'^ 

••y.     ^vncj,  he  cxj)rc.s.scd  his  uro-^t  ni,.. 
pride,  tliat  his  u-.v-I-i  ^         P'casure,  nay 

I  cnc  irce  American  nation, 
can  edition  of  the  Po/lfi-.i  r>  ^         ^'^''''' 

fou.  object  of  ct::tifr;;:;::'';>  "-v- 

and  of  allowing  n|,-Mi„  ,    Pleasant  relations, 

'■•ng  of  cerH  ;I      '    ""^  ''■^^''°'"  '"  "-  '•■"•J- 

t>  "'   <-i-rc,un  delicate  innf^r^ro       a 

office  was  opened  in  Z^'yl^  Aceord.nRly,  an 
(under  the  care  of  one  olJ  ,  ^  '"  "*'«■ 
Henry  Cobbctt)  fo    »  '''  ='"''  ^  -"^P''™, 

"on.      Tht      as  r„     ?  ''"P°^'=^  °^*is  repub.ica- 

Ajiii,   was  not,  Jiowevpr    ^r.    ^cc  - 

continuanee;  its  fai,  re  b  en! '..""f 'V"^  '""^ 
office  vigilance,  by  means  o    1  T^  "  "°''- 

the  MS.  dcspaiched ":;:  r     'tn^r'  ""'  "' 
the  office  of  Lord  Castlcreagh  ''  ™^  '"'° 

It  wdl    be   understood,    then,  that  there   were 
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plenty  of  inducements  for  a  short  visit  to  the 
United  States.  And,  upon  landinj,^  at  New  York- 
car  y  .n  May,  1817,  Mr.  Cobbett  found  that  he  had' 
rightly  jud^axi  the  temper  of  the  Americans  •  for 
he  was  immediately  surrounded  with  new  fnVnds  • 
wh.le  old  ones  from  Pennsylvania  turned  up  from' 
time  to  time. 

His   Hrst  step,  the  day  after  his  arrival,  was  to 
cross  mto  Long  Island  and  look  about  for  a  farm  • 
an  object  of  no  very  great  difficulty.     The  next 
vvas  to  begin  writing  to  his  "beloved  countrymen  " 
And  the  next  may  be  guessed  from  the  fact,  that 
on  the  day  that  his  countrymen  once  more  read 
the  Kcgrstcr  in  the  middle  of  July,  a  crop  of  peas 
was  gathered  which  he  had  himself  sown 

The  farm  in  Long  Island  soon  became  the  house 
of  call  for  emigrants  from  England.     Farmers  who 
had  "escaped  from    the   tax-gatherer."  and   had 
brought  out  the  remnant  of  their  fortunes  ;  journey- 
men    and    labourers,   "escaping    fr<  m    tyranny-" 
countrymen,  fieei.,^ from  ruin  and  st.rv.ni.n-eve'n 
tradesmen,  in  despair,  were  flocki,^  ow^r ,  besides 
numbers  of  people  who,  from  their  previous  training, 
or  occupations,  were  unfit  for  emigration.    And  the 
people  of  England,   in    consequence,  knew  more 
aoou^  hte  in  America  than  they  ever  knew  before  =» 


I'ONG  ISLAND, 


Intcrmlnn^IccI  with  the  usual  commonts  .n  I 
^  current   pc.ht.cs.    Mr.    Cobbctt   ...ve   hi.s 

^^^^'^"^:^:-^t:':^:^-^      a,.. 

"•'•-''    '   l>"y  her.  for  2..  6,/.     Thi    S.T   i  \  '''''  '  '""'  ^■''  •-•"'' 

/'•''^la"<IJv^s  all  the  charge   of  fSr'""'  '"■""^''"  ''-'    ^-m 

American  Cn.vernment  he  ore    ,         u  '      ^  "'"'   '"   '""^  '•'   "''= 
ol«c.ve,  there  is  the  prof.t  o     1  e  An,  l"'"'     '''''^•"'   y°"   -*» 

-y  that  very  Ha.,,  ,,,,,  ..^^     .    ^    '-  -'^     A-ul,  after  all  thi,  I 

;   -at  a  C;over„n,en,.  „.„,  „„,  ,"  j,' '^f    if;''  "'"f^"  "'— 
|I>esalt  ,s  a  ^Mft  of  (;o,i      ..  :  "'  ""-  '•'"•""^hniongers  he  ' 

these  tyrants  will  not  suffer  us  to  ,     '';""'"•,""  ""■'  "''"'•'■■•     An.l  yet 
«  'n-shel  for  lil,.,,^  ,,  ^^[^^  '"  "^^'  '^  """'  "e  have  paid  them  ,5,. 

"'-f.'!'  y<."  have  the  fat  aul  le  ^  ""'^''  ^'""'"^'^  '''"•'  -^^p. 
"'"•"•I't  .0  .10  this,  you  are  ,1  ^^"]   '"   "''""''^^''--      If  you 

-ist,  soldiers  are  l^o  .  t  ^  ,;V"'  '"!'"---' ^  -d  if  Jou 
^^o-  we.  here,  make  our  o  ^  "  '  .r^n  ,  "'"  '' ^■'''"'"^  '"^  ''? 
fmes  .,.//  .soap  and  candles    ll  m  '""f''     *^''^™ *-''•-"  ^»"- 

"^"".  -•  a  nK.chanic,  b  ys  ;  '  ?  '"^'^'-  /'"-''  '^y-  A  labouring 
days'  work  will  b„y  'a  laf,  u^e  e  rtV'""  ','""•     "^'^'^  ^  ^"•- 

«even  or  eight  p„.„ds  of  loose  fa  't"  ^^''  ■"^"''>' I""""'s  with 
^vi-Ua-   for  ,T  j,j    ,  ,;  '^  'at-      ihe  meat  keeps  very  well    in 

^t  '^  n-ie  into  4,,;;::;  „,:::-'  -f  -  ^^ockings,  and^,. .;: 

•"'"■•e.  a   poor  woman  at  He  1  iv   iril         f'r  ^''^'"''  ^  ^'^'   '^amp- 

Crease  to  use  instead  of  candles      An  '''''^  '*°'"^  "-""h^'s  m 

and  ransacked  her  house   and  ■^;,/,    ""t''^'^'"''^"  '""••'ncl  it  out,  went 

--^^<v.-^,  „,,  would  ;,\e^;w;'*'''  '[  ""  '""^"^-^  "-'  '-d 
'°  Saol  !  Why,  n,y  friends  i  IV  f  '  ""'  ''^'^  ">"'^'  ''^ve  gone 
would  hdieve  ft.  .  '  .  '  "  ''''^  '  ''""&  ^ere  told  here,  noho.ly 

--:^::dt  tin;;;:  -  -  ^'«H  ^-?"-  Hesmokes 

hree  cents,  that  is  about  th-ee  FnHH  Sr  ""  ^°''''""  '"-"^  f- 
I;-"kWand  for  three  shillin,..  'J  hi  ah  'h''""'  ^'  ^""'''  '->' '" 
that,  though  the  shoemaker  is  n  I  ?    ,'    ^''^^.  "^*  ''^  «»  "  here  /so 
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readers  minute  and  graphic  details  of  his  mode  of 
iifc  and  of  the  happiness  and  comfort  around  him  • 
with  no  taxes,  tithes,  nor  game-laws  ;  no  excisemen" 
sp.es   nor  packed  juries  ;  no  Castlereaghs.  Eldons,' 
Eilenboroughs,    nor   Sidmouths ;    labourers    with 
plenty  to   eat  and    drink  ;-a   .ne   climate,  good 
neighbours,  and  a  wide-spreading  scene  of  general 
comfort  and  well-being;  for  everybody  who  came 
out  resolved  to  work  with  honesty  and  spirit. 

so,?^-'°"T'-'"    '^'"'   ^^°"'"^   ^^-""^^    would 
some  unes  brmg  out  the  wrong  sort  of  men.     Not 

only  the  lazy,  who  had  estimated   the  prospects  of 

em,g,.at,on  without  including  the  important  factor 

of  hard  work  :  but  agents,  and  land-jobbers,  and 

superficial  gallopers  through  the  country  ;  many  of 

labouring  man  gets  his  shoes  very  cliem      Tn  .1,     .    .^, ~ 

excise  here,  no  propertv  tax    no  .  =        7'.  ^''   ^^""'^  ^^  "« 

"K>n  as  Chi  Idel  Tnd  B  fv  T         /        ''     '"""'•     ""^^  ^^=^^^  "«  «»ch 

cannot  believe  this      Thev     .  !t'  '   ^""^  ''""'"^y-     '^"^"^7 

'<  T  ,  :  ^  ^"^^'  ''  ^s  =1  sort  of  romr.^re 

10  another  of  my  neitrhbours  t  .  ,i- 

about  the  poor  noma.'  at  H    l/  n,,'  :^J ^T        '"'r"'^  '"'"^ 
rushes  once  too  often      Tr.  '  ''^'^  "'^'""'y  '''PPed  her 
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these  were  induced  to  come  inH  ...  .  1 
to  tell  of  their  disgust  Tn't  f  '^^'^^ '-^^ain 

thecou„t,vflo.i,Uo.he,Vope„n,o:th'.         ""' 

truthful  and  painstahino-  .  '  °"^'^  ''>' 

li^e,  and  the  "ce^of Te""'^  °'  '"  "^^^^  ^^ 
ort-repeated  inculcZ   of  LX^"'  '"  '^^  ""'' 
and  the  moral  virtues.     Bt^  ^l!!  ^ irr^T' 
P^- the  commencement  of  Z^[.  ^l 

-^-'^^"rtti^r-"^-^^^ 

the  United  States,  a!:,  ,  trr:;™"^'  '"  ^^'^^^^^  '-'^°--^ 
objeet  of  indueing  l^,itisi  en  !  n ts  to  7'n'"'\'""'"'-^'  ''''''  '^^^ 
Journey  in  Ameriea,  from  the  Co.       fJ  ''""  ^"^^^^'-'^  «"  a 

I"inois,".na  ''Le,;ersf;o,nl,H  :  °  T"'-^  ^"  ^'^^  -^--'7  "^ 
or  two,  under  the  in.pression  tin  ir  1  n  "  ^"''^  '""'"  '-^  '^'"^'^ 
-cinating  Mr.  lirkbee  was  ,  ^ort  .'':'P"'^''"'-^  ^^^  ^- 
'Irovvned  in  crossing  a  rive  Mr  '"f"""'^'^'^  «°"»  afterwards 
geon.  went  out  undcn-  the  ^.Jc-fT''  ''^^''"^  ^^''^•■-''  -"- 
H..S  was  a  somewhat  "e;i  'e  ort  »  1'  '"'^"^'°"  ^""'™'''"-- 
recorded  a  visit  to  Cobbett's  hoSe^^  t'"  tT""''  °"''^'-  ^'^^'^^''^ 
was  mouldering  to  deeay   that X./  ^  ^''""^''  "•'^'■'-■'''  ^"-^  ^.^icl, 

-ne  produced  thoughtl' ^J^   ^^SX^I?  ?  ["'"^^''^^  '"^^  '"^ 
Aarrafve   of  a  Journey  of  Sooo  Ss   ,h         ,    '1° ^ '^"'^'™^ -^  "-^ 
^Vestern  States  of  America      with    R         7"^''  '^'  ^'''''^  ^"'1 
'Notes' and 'Letters'").     T^e  sal        r 'i'^'  °"  ^^'■-   ^'r'^'^^'ck-, 
voured  to  check  Birkbeck's  too!.w    T       ^'"  ^^'''''^'^  '^'^^J  -^''ea- 
to  Perfonn  of  chastising  thal'-o/;;""""  "°"  '"''  '''-'"' v 
oFearon's  general  bad   a  eo     ^f  th    I''  '^^'^^^^^'^-^-^'ons,  and 
I  lower  also  travelled  westwar     .n  ,         ^"'^"^-'''"^-     Mr.  Benja.nin 
Illinois  "(London,  ^8.         £  Zj:^^^^^^^^  ^ron.  th." 

days  m     merica  "  (London   ,82^)  ""''  ^'"^'^  "Memorable 
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respects,  the  most  useful  part  of  Mr.  Cobbctt's 
career;  that  part,  namely,  durin^^  which  he  served 
tne  cause  of  sound  popular  education 

His  purpose,  to  this  end,  is  first  announced  in 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Benbow,  one  of  the  recently  im- 
prisoned  printers  under  the  '<  Gaggin-  »  Act  :— 

"I  now  proceed  to  develop.^  my  plan  for  assisting  in 
h    ncciuirement  of  book-learning  all  those  against  wlfom 
the  Eoroughmongers  have,  in  a  great  degree'  closed  the 
door  to  such  learning,  and  who.  they  ha^e  the  in  Jen  e 
to  denominate  the  '  Lower  Orders. '     To  effect  this  object 
ins  my  zntent.on  to  publish,  at  a  very  cheap  rate  (though 
^le  word  ./..^  may  shake  the  nerves  of  Sidmomh  and 
Cannmg   o  jdly)-at  a  very  eheap  rate  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  pubhsh-First,  'An  English  Grammar  for  the  utof 
apprentices,  plough-boys,  soldiers,  and  sailors.'    Second 
A  History  of  the  Laws  and  Constitution  of  Engand' 
or  the  use  of  the  same  description  of  persons.     Third 
'A  History  of  the  Church  and  of  Religion  in  EnclandTn 
which  will  be  seen  the  origin  of  the  present  ^^^Z 
clergy,  and  in  which  their  luUes  will  also  be  shown  'for 
the  use  of  the  same  description  of  persons.     Four^  'a 
view  of  the  present  state  of  the  Income,  Debt  and'F. 
penses  of  tl.e  Kingdom  ;  its  Population  ^nd  Pa;"'  -t 
oxuses  of  Embarrassment  and  Misery,  and  the  means  of 
Restoration  to  ease  and  happiness,'  for  the  use  of    hj 
same  description  of  persons." 

The  plan  was  not  carried  out  in  its  entirety  • 
althougia  much  of  the  material  was  furnished,  in' 
one  form  or  other,  in  the  pages  of  the  R,^isur 
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during  the  ensuing  years  of  it  ■  '°^ 

-t  any  rate,  was  ;ufsued  in  tt"""'     ^'^  ''^^' 
on  history  and  noIif.V  ^  ""^crous  essays 

"•at  was  put  in  ],„nd  at  once  M  '"""■■"■• 

'"  London  in  December!  .8.8  "''  ''""'■'"^'' 

The  success  of  the   "VneXUh   r 
what  might  have  be™  Grammar  "  was 

co,>ies  vv'e  sold    „  rir'^",'^''-     ^^"  "'--"" 
L  •  '^  ill  a  lew  weeks  •  i   fi.*   i 

bens  called  for  before  the  end  of 'f  K  '"^"'°" 

■t  holds  its  own  to  this  d:;-no°   ^  /"T^'  k^"" 
for  which  it  is  unfif  A        •  class-book, 

".^-ureofpo;r„r;::::::ttr"^'"^°^'' 

~self.educatio„.forwr;/i.tX:X- 

^"wsZrnce^-rmr;,'VY-- 

journal   of  Ws   own    n  f   "°""''''-   ^"''"^'^^   a 

i-anclswere.tlXrr,:,'::----'^ 

'•ad  written  Li„form'tbb!:rt;Jr"f^^^^° 
■eturn  home)  that  he  has  1!  '""^'"  ''^'''^'y 

which,  if  he  does  not  finish  tl'"'"  '''"''  *"'«■ 
never  shall.  A  little  t?  ""' ''^  "  ^"^"^ ''^ 
Hunt,  that  he  shall  l.e  t^, '*=  ™'=^  '°  "-ry 
that  he  can  do  more"      •         "'°"'™'  •"=  """fe 


good  that  way  th 
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maining ;  feeling  quite  certain  as  to  the  final  issue 
of  the  great  cause. 

And  he  tells  his  readers  that  he  has,  in  no  sense, 
abandoned  England  :  that  the  farther  he  is  distant 
from  England  the  stronger  he  always  finds  his 
attachment  toward  her.  A  year's  absence  had 
cooled  his  resentment ;  while  it  had,  if  possible, 
added  to  his  feelings  of  affection  toward  his 
countrymen.  "All  the  good  that  he  had  left 
behind  was  constantly  in  his  thoughts,  while  the 
bad  gradually  became  less  and  less  frequently 
thought  of" 

Not  that,  however,  the  warfare  upon  Corruption 
was  to  cease.  He  was  there  "  to  uphold  the  honour 
of  England,"  and  to  "aim  deadly  blows  against 
her  tyrants."  And  no  better  proof  of  the  need  of 
his  lash  could  be  found,  than  is  furnished  by  the 
continued  attacks  upon  his  character. 

But  he  had  the  ear  of  millions  of  people,  who  were 
suffering,  more  or  less  undeservedly,  from  the 
tyranny  and  misgovernment  of  irresponsible  per- 
sons ;  and  what  was  it,  that  the  supporters  of  the 
Irresponsible  classes  continued  their  falsehoods  and 
malignity  .?  So  the  Register  pursued  its  wonderful 
course,  "skimming  over  the  face  of  the  Atlantic 
like  the  dove,  of  the  innocence  of  which  it  partook  ;" 
and  still  finding  its  way  into  thousands  of  English 
cottage  homes. 

The  governing  principle  of  Mr.  Cobbett's  political 


WTLL  RETURN.  ,^^ 

leanings  was,  still,  his  hatred  of  a  paper-currency. 
,  '■  '"  ""=  y^"  'S'a  upon  hearing  that  Par- 
hament  was  preparing  to  authorize  an  early  re- 
sumpt,on  of  cash  payment  on  the  part  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  he  foresaw  the  inevitable  panic  and 
d.s tress  which  must  further  ensue,  before  the  country 

he  thought,  the  opportunity  for  the  Parliamentar; 
Reformers:  the  certainty  that  the  cause  would  be 
nearer  of  attainment;  and  he  at  once  prepared  for 
h.s  return  home.     There  was  little  to  keep  him  in 
Long  Island,  separated  from  the  bulk  of  his  family  • 
a  form  was  easily  disposed  of;  and  an  accidental 
fire  upon  the  premlses-which  caused  him  to  seek 
shelter  ,n  a  tent,  "the  walls  of  which  were  made 
of  J/.„„„^  a.»„V/..  and  Couriers,  pasted  upon 

la  hs  that  wereafootasunder,»_onlygave occasion 
(or  expeditmg  his  departure. 

There  was,  however,  another  "duty"  fas  he 
deemed  it)  to  perform  before  leaving  the  soil  of 
Amenca.  That  self-imposed  task  was  one  of  the 
most  d.mcult,  one  of  the  most  delicate,  to  which  a 
man  m.ght  lend  himself:  the  attempt  to  do  honour 
to  a  name  which  the  world  had  chosen  to  scorn. 
The  severest  test,  which  Mr,  Cobbett  had  ever  ye^ 
apphed  to  public  opinion,  was  now  to  be  outdone  • 

•  Mr.Jjaine  h»  leen  vdously  described  ,,.  .»r«Tair,-SS, 
'      '  P 
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Chalmers's   life  of  Paine,  written  in   1792,  had 
merits  of  its  own,  which   suited  the  violent  and 


|i '[ 


a  seducer,  an  infidel,  a  rogue,  an  outcast,  and-"  one  of  the  most 
enliylitcned  and  benevolent  men  tliat  ever  lived."     The  reconcilinc 
of  the,,e  things  must  be  left    to  his   bio{,napher  ;    meanwhile,   the 
following  facts  are  all  that  are  necessary  to  be  at  present  noted  — 
1  aine  hatl  been  an  exciseman,  and  discovered  that  he  could  write  by 
the  production  of  an  eloquent  pamj.hlet  upon  some  grievance  of  the 
erc.se-ofhcers.     He  had  written  poems,  and  enjoyed  the  friendship 
01  Uhver  Goldsmith.     IJeing  introduced  to  Dr.   Franklin,  he  was 
induced  to  visit  Philadelphia  ;  and  there  he  wrote  a  pamphlet  under 
the  title  of  "Common  Sense,"  which  is  generally  asserted  to  have 
been  a  leading  factor  in  producing  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
being  read  and  reprinted  by  hundreds  of  thousands.     Honours  came 
upon  him  ;  he  was  made  Secretary  to  Congress  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  remained  in  America  some  dozen  years.     At  the  outbreak  of 
the  Prencu  Revolution,  Paine  was  in  London  again,  enjoying  the 
friendship  of  Ldmur.d  IJurke,  whom,  from  the  part  the  latter  took 
concerning  the  American  Revolution,  Paine  "naturally  consi<iered 
a  fnend  to  mankind."     Mr.  Burke's  celebrated  "  Reflections  on  the 
Revolution  in  France"  was,  however,  the  means  of  sundering  this 
Inendship  ;  and  the  tract  was  answered  by  Paine  in  "The  Rights  of 
Man,'  a  pamphlet  which  produced  even  more  delight  among  the 
advanced  liberals  of  the  day  than  Burke's  had  with  the  terrified 
aristociacy.     The  "  answer  "  to  Paine  was  his  «  Life,"  "  by  Francis 
Oldys,  A.M."  (one  of  the  most  horrible  collections  of  abuse  which 
even   that   venal   day  produced),   written  by  George  Chalmers    a 
Government  clerk  and  pamphleteer,  who,   by   the  way,  did  much 
better  work  as  an  antiquarian  and  historical  compiler.     A  second 
part  of  "The  Rights  of  Man"  followed  this,  and  a  Government 
prosecution  succeeded  that.     A  verdict  of  guilty,  however,  found 
he  culprit  a  Member  of  the  French  National  Convention  ;  for  no 
less  than  four  constituencies  had  elected  him,  on  his    reputation 
alone_.     He  sat  for  Calais  ;  was  near  losing  his  head,  for  his  vote  on 
the  side  of  humanity,   wh.en   Louis   XVL    was  arraigned  ;    wrote 
1  he  Age  of  Reason  »  in  prison  ;  eventually  returned  to  America 
and  died  {1809)  in   his  seventy-third  year,   at  his  farm   at   New 
Rochelle,  Long  Island;  which  farm  had  been  the  gift  of  the  nation 
about  a  quarter  of  a  century  previously. 


THOMAS  PAINE.  „, 

depraved  taste    of   .he  times.     It    speedily   ran 
«-o„gh  „a„y  editions;  and  no  one  contributed 
more   o  ,ts  crculation  tl>an  Peter  Porcupine,  who 
epnnted   .t  in   his   a.sor  of   Septen,ber,    ,796, 
.nterspersed  with  remarks  and  reflections."     ]iu 
a  neophyte  writer,  ardent  in  eotemporary  loyalism, 
r  ad,ng   and    greedily  .ucking-in    the    venomou 
P    us.b,    ,es  of  Chalmer.,,  is  one  thing  :    the  sam 
person  coming  to  read    fn  li.'o  ^^         r 
p  •     ,      ,         ^  '  ^"  ^^'s  aays  of  maturitv 

P^^nes  eloquent  pleadings  against  oppression  and 
msrule  ,s  another;  especially  if  maturity  of 
strength  and  wisdom  has  brought  with  it  a  full 
adm,ss,on    of    old    weaknesses:    renunciation    o 

rZZ:7"'  '°"'-     '°  ""'■  '^°''^^"  f-"'^  that 
Thomas  Pame  was  not  such  a  blackguard  :  not  so 

deservmg  of  the  abuse  which  he  had  helped  to  pour 

upon  h,m ;  and  proceeded,  accordingly,  to  make 

«o„,  by  extolling  Paine,  merirst'::,t: 
(whilst,  hovyever,  condemning  his  theology),  and 
recommendmg  the  writings  to  his  friend^  when- 

tTstuTvp'^'T  "r  ■  ^'''  ^""^'^  "^^  '=d  him 
vTZ,T  "■  '"™^='f  ""^  "The  Decline  and 
Fall  of  the  English  System  of  Finance."  a  pamphlet 
."  wh.eh  Paine  had  distinctly  foretold  the  bursting 
of  the  paper-money  bubble;  and  the  reader  will 
understand  Cobbetfs  great  enthusiasm,  upon  o' 
discovery  that  Paine's  elucidations  furnished  him 

oTtnttir^"'^'''^'™"'''^ '-'"«-■' 
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All  this,  however,  migrht  have  casually  passed 
into  the  catalogue  of  Mr.  Cobbett's  "inconsistencies ' 
without  attracting  special  notice,  but  for  the  follow- 
ing circumstances  : — 

Paine  had  wished  to  be  buried  in  the  Quaker 
bunal-ground  of  New  York ;  but  the  request  was 
denied-the  principal  alleged  reason  being  that 
many  persons  had  already  accused  the  sect  of 
Deism,  and  that,  if  they  allowed  this  interment 
the  accusation  would  have  a  circumstance  to  rest 
upon.  Mr.  Paine  was.  therefore,  buried  in  the 
corner  of  one  of  his  own  fields. 

In  September  or  October,  1819,  the  land  having 
been   previously  sold,  with  a  reservation  of  that 
particular  spot,  the  person,  whose  business  it  was 
to  take  care  of  that  little  corner,  was  so  sensible  of 
the   risk  of  disturbance  to  Paine's  ashes  that  he 
commenced  ajiegotiation  for  the  purpose  of  having 
them  transferred  to  a  New  York  churchyard     The 
utmost  that  could  be  obtained  was  "  leave  to  put 
them   in   the    ground    in    a    refuse  place,   where 
strangers  and  soldiers  and  other  friendless  persons 
were  usually  buried." 

Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  Cobbett  (whose 
farm  lay  only  a  {ev,  miles  off  from  New  Rochelle) 
resolved  that  Paine's  bones  should  "really  have 
honourable  burial !" 

"  Paine  lies  in  a  little  hole  under  the  grass  and  weeds 
of  an  obscure  farm  in  America.     There,  however,  he  shall 
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iand.  H,s  fame  is  the  property  of  England ;  and  if  no 
othe  people  w,ll  show  that  they  value  tha  fame,  the 
people  of  England  will.  Yes,  amongst  the  pleasures  t  a 
I  prom,e  myself,  is  that  of  seeing  the  name  of  Paine 
honoured  m  every  part  of  England  j  where  base  cor- 
ruption  caused  hmi,  while  alive,  to  be  burnt  in  effigy." 

Now  this  be  it  observed  in  passing,  was  quite 
in  accord  with  Cobbctt's  habitual  notions  as  to  the 
reverent  treatment  of  the  d^^ad  ;  as  any  industrious 
reader  of  him  well  knows." 

He  now  proceeded  to  keep  the  subject  alive  by 
frequent  references  ;   and,  at  last,  announced  that 
he  cofi^n  had  been  taken  up.  and  would  be  sent  off 
to  England  in  the  same  condition  as  it  was  found. 

and  h.s  memory,  m  all  sorts  of  ways.  While  the  dead 
Boroughmongers,  and  the  base  slaves  who  have  been  their 
tools  moulder  away  under  unnoticed  masses  of  marole 
and  brass,  t  e  tomb  of  this  'Noble  of  Nature '  will  be  an 
objec  of  pilgrimage  with  the  people.  ...  Let  this  be 
con^sidered  the  act  of  the  Reformers  of  EnglandXt- 
land^and  Ireland.     In  their  name  we  opened  the  grave, 

«  As,    for  example,    under  the  head    "  Peterborou£rh~"Tr7i, 
S   ,,        of  Arragon,  who  lie»  bene.,,1,  the  floo,  of  ,he  J.  hotol 

it;::!„rx  tHMrr„f!r -r  ■'''"  "™'^^^^^^^^^ 

.^  •        ,        ^'        ^  '"°^^  °'  t"e  virtuous  queen  were  sufferpH 

to  remain  unhonoured,  &c.  sunerert 
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and  in  ihcir  name  will  tl.e  tomb  be  raised,     -Ve  ,lo  „„, 

friend':;:  ■e,."r.b?;::,:,r' ":  "^"''"'*™*"'  ^ 

So,  with  this  unusual  piece  of  luggage  i„  his 
posses,s,o„,Mr,  Cobbett  returned  to  En'la^d  aT 
.ns  L,verpool  at  the  end  of  November,  ,8  o  t 
company  with  his  son  William.  '  ' » '9,  -n 

The  coaspiracy  panic  had  well-nigh  died  away. 
But,  m  August,  ,8,9,  the  memorable  occurrence 
known  as  the  Manchester  massacre,  .as  the  ^^^^ 
of  rcammatmg  the  fears  of  ministers,  throu-^h  the 
sp.n  of  ndignation  which  it  had  roused  th±h 
out  the  land      Parliament  was  called  togethert 

legslafon;    the  product  of  which  was  the  cele 
brated  senes,  known  as  the  Su,  Ads ' 

It  was  at  this  juncture  that  Mr.  Cobbett  met  his 
^;^^;;^^g-a^iverp^| ;  to  the  dismay  orsom^ 

'To  Prevent  the  Training  „f  p^^,^^  ,„  „  ^ 

Js;tti„":r^ir »»'  "-''"'•'"  -'  ■■""'"■«t™;„e.„„3 

semi.lies.  •-re^entu.g  iej.iious  Meetings   and  As. 

-Milre.ierur.''*'""  '"=  '^■""™''--  of  J„„iee  in  Case,  of 
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mouth  .     to   the  joy   of  the   great   body  of  Re- 
formers, who  hastened  to  testify  their  gratification 
by  every  means  in  their  power.     From  the  towns 
of  Yorkshire  and   Lancashire,   especially,  the  Re- 
formers crowded  forward  with  addresses   of  wel- 
come:     in    spite    of   the    revived    opposition   of 
authority-opposition  which  was  displayed  in  an 
unusual  manner;  .s,  when  a  poor  fellow  was  put 
nto  ja.1,  for  going  round  the  town  of  Bolton  with 
the  cners  bell,  in  order  to  announce  Mr.  Cobbetfs 
safe  return.     Into  jail,  for  ten  weeks  i « 


Uec.  2,  1819)  —  "  ^  ^  Statesman i\.on,\on\  newspaper. 

^^^^z^:s~:;^r^ "  »"■  ^°'"»"- 

betfs  arrival  in  this  Town  n^      ?T'  '-'^P^^ation  of  Mr.  Cob- 

difl-erent  part  o  ,  e  e  n^  T  e'r\"""f "  °'  ^^^^""^  ^-'" 
alert,  and  milita^  arranSms  wc.  /"'''r'"'"  '''''  °"  ''^^ 

dable  as  those  of7he  16  fof  A  ^,7  "'  ',  "^'  ""'^  ""  ^°™'- 
brought  int«  the  town  bnghbufirf""  "'"'""" 
received  no  orders    nor  ,V,/t  .  -Veo.nanry  cavalry  had 

Hussars  were  st^i^^o^'^if^St';::;;  7:,:^''''''^  "■''^^• 

orc^rto  ,ive  i..ediate  infor.atio:  irMr.^C.t^o::^^  .^°^'^'  '" 

c;;-;.;  wou,d  be  their   "  indispensable  ^J;;  ^Se^t 

Tlie  Reformers  met  this  with  a  counter-plac-rrd  •     "V 
sion.— In  conseoupnr/.  nf  n  ^1         1  ,     piacard  :— •'  Ao  proces- 
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r    ^°'  ^^■'-  C^bbctt,  he  «.,•.»  constantly  „rsi„.  thu 
our  cause  "  was  "  .„„  „„„„  fo,  ,„^  /„,  J^J.  ^^^ 

he  wou     have  notWn,  to  do  with  Kef„™ers  who 
an  d  thcmsdvcs  Rcpubh-cans.     His  first  essays, 

1  do™         "•"■  '"  '"°*"'  °'  '™»'-'eness  and 
«.«ora.   adv,ce  to  the  prime  minister  upon  the 
cond,t.o„  of  the  country,  and  advice  to  the  Re! 
formers  on  sobriety  and  frugality:  writings  which 
2'W    "-0  raised  a  new  man  to  immedi  to  fame 
and  fortune.     Jiut,  they  came  fron,  an  old  offend" 
whose  unasked  advice  had  too  long  been  a  ter  o  ' 
V.ole„ce,on  the  part  of  Mr.  Cobbctfs  oppone    s 
d,d  not  cease-and  he  had,  unfortunately  by  ht' 
own  ,mprudence,  placed  the  means  of  vidence  in 
the,r  hands.      I„  the  fi.t  place,  the  incide        f 

enough   to  damn  any  man's   reputation   for  dis- 
ct,on  as  to  the  fitness  of  things-nothing  couW 

have  been  more  inopportune.     In  America^  it  w  . 

rue.  people  were  beginning  to  understand  Paine 
and  repubhsh  his  vvorks.  But  in  England  he  was 
known  only  by  his  theology;  and  wa^  b.^ded  a 
an  Athcst,  by  the  hirelings  who  could  not,  or  dare 
"ot  try  to.  refute  him.  No  name  on  earth  wa! 
bur„d  beneath  such  a  weight  of  obloquy  So 
nothmg  could^be  easier,  nothing  so  effective;  as  to 
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"mrojtmji  of  atheists  hones."  ,„ 

couple  the  two  names.    And  any  fool  who  chose 

to  call  Mr.  Cobbett  an  atheist,  upon  the  word  o 

some  ■■eonstitutional"  pamphleteer,  could  do  so 

As  for  the  u„fortm,ate  bones,  there  never  was  such 

a  joke !    An  ephemeral  literature  actually  spruncr 

up,  on  the  topic  .-whilst,  from  the  custom  hous! 

officers  at  Liverpool,  startled  at  the  unexpected 

.mportat,on,-to  the  man  who  now  has  them  in 

h.s  pos,,ess,on :    from  the  man  who  recorded  the 

amval  of  the  "bone-grubber,"  to  our  very  latest 

taoncal  sketcher:  the  affair  has  been  a  laughin,. 

And  it  cannot  be  said  that  this  derision  is  alto- 

gether  unmerited.      Mr.  Cobbett  oucjht   to    have 

known  h,s  countrymen  well  enough,  to  ren.embcr 

hat  ..rehcs'  of  this  sort  are  thrown  away  upon 

then.     He  should  have  known  that  such  a  freak 

"  Jh'-^;s  the  prince  of  a  generous  mind, 
The  fnenci  of  his  country  and  all  mankind. 
Who,  lendmg  his  ear  to  the  dictates  of  truth  »  &c 

p»t  ■"  it;rrxio^!;^rs  *i„f  :sfr"r  V" '"■' 

Q.C,  .bcse  poor  l,on«.  ''  ■-»«"")■  P=°pl=  came  to  have 
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It'  t  '.  ill 


^    his   could    only  be   sifpK.   .    r 

^^-n.  only,  w,h  a  00.1:^0^^^^^  ^"^ 

-greeaWe   controversy.      Tha     the  k  " 

^vanted.  some  dav  n..    k      I,  ^°"'''  ^^^'^^   be 

uine  day,  maybe  safe  y  predicfpH  •  i 
ing  what  we  do  nf  -rtrr^  „  prcajcted  ;  know- 

'he    business  of  „™l"™''-""  °^  ^'«-     ^"' 

"'"  scarcely  be  within  th     sco„e  If  T"     "'"'' 
powers  wl,o  "stands  alone-       '^  *"  """"'= 

-i^dTl"f  Mr^'^Seu' ''f  ■  '1  ^""'^  '"■^'-^=<'  ">« 

s.>K™cisBre;"'^r,aT;:''l%^'r"'^ 

money  to  Cobljeff  /„   »    „7.  ^""^   adranced 

appeared  lit  le  p "     b  ,>     ?"'  ""  ''™''  ^"^  "'"<= 

cobbett  luf acTn :  ^ed  ;;?d"rr"-  "^• 

sort  of  protest,  I,o,veverra„H  ^"'*  ^"""^ 

after  he  was  enabled    '„'  P^^'^-^d  to  repay  it, 
again.  ^   '°  P™"de  for  his  family 

Sir  Francis   Burdett  hoH  ,t      j     . 

e^chumed  and  brought  to  F.,a,d  "■'"?'"  "'''''^''^^  ^^"^''e  were 
unh,ckyofficer  n,et  With  the  "sir;;"'  considering  that  that 
cumstance  afforded  Mr.  Cobbe  al  t  '  '"'^'^^'^^  ^P>''  '■'<^  cir- 
of  the  pleasantries.  As  And^ k  n  °'r  """^  °'  "^""•"'"S  --"^ 
from    the   biograplncal   dictionarie     T'  "°'  ^'"^^  '^^^"  ^'''"PP'-'d 

'' Chambers's  i,„c,c,opa.dia;r„Ti3e;;ir'"'  "'''    '^  ^^""'^  ^ 
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f  ™S','  '"'  "  °"  -■  ''"'  ^™"'''  ''-^-  °"t  of  it  at 
pZl'TT."'  ""  '''■"  "Westminster 

cause   ^ReS^^r^'^^'-'^-^-'he 
backwardness      Certpfn  v  •      u  °'"  ^'^ 

openi„,ofpaHia™:::T;;:'tt;i:,:rrr 

men     to  "he  A 1?'  "^P'''^  ™  ^"end- 
itnt  to  the  Address,  which  would  hav^  .^  i      . 

produced  debate,  Sir  Francis  allol  ^  mo,:: 

to  drop  without  a  seconder.      Now    thi! 

much  like  all  fh^  mu-  ,         '       ^  ^''"^^  ^^ 

t'.i^e„dsoit;,T:f,:rfr"t?r 

great  fa.th  m  Burdett ;  and  Mr.  Cobbett  only  spoke 

used  as  a  puppet"  "^     "'  '''""''  "'"'''"S 

Among  the   newspaper  anecdotes  which   svn 
chron,zed   with  Cobbetfs  departure  for  aL  fca' 
w  s  one  concerning  the  debt  of  3000/.  to  Sir  fI  ^ 
Th.s  was  the  first  the  public  heard  of  it     A^d 

rL^uL*'"'  '""'-''"'  '°  castigate  Bufdt' 
lor  h.s  lukewarmness,  people  called   it  ■■ingrati- 
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tudc  ''and  "  inconsistency."  This,  however,  mi^ht 
have  been  treated  with  contempt,  but  for  the  pubh'- 
cat.on  of  some  correspondence  in  the  Examiner, 
which  made  it  appear  that  Mr.  Cobbett  meant  to 
repudiate  the  debt ;  a  construction  which  it  was 
quite  possible  to  form,  without  knowincj   all    the 

circumstances,  and  by  the  easy  process  of  reading 
'extracts."  2  ^ 

So,  after  Cobbett's  return  from  America,  almost 
^11  the  last  year  of  his  life,  his  money-affairs  with 
Burdett  were  repeatedly  cropping  up,  both  in  the 
newspapers   and    in    the   Political  Register.     The 
matter  is  not   creditable  to  either  of  the  parties. 
And  when,  after  Cobbett's  death,  upon  a  proposal 
to  raise  some  kind  of  memorial,  Sir  Francis  sent 
the  3000/.  bond  to  the  committee,  telling  them  that 
they  could  take  his  subscription  out  of  that  •    it 
looked  a  very  unworthy  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
a  man,  who  had  really  owed  a  vast  deal  of  his 
popularity  and  distinction  to  Mr.  Cobbett's  zealous 
advocacy.     Burdett's  vanity  was  at  least  equal  to 
Cobbett  s  egotisr.  ;  and  neither  could  forgive  the 
other,   after   their   special    weaknesses    had    been 
shown    up   at   each    other's   hands.      Several    en- 
deavours  at  reconciliation  were  made,  on  the  part 

°4^-^^"'''"l!:J'"^  ^^^^  ^"^^d  ^"^  "othing. 
^   Vide  '•Con-espomlence  between' Mr.  Cobbett,  Mr.  Tipper  inl 
S.r  Francs  Burdett."     «  A  Letter  to  the  Friends  of  Lb     y";;  he 
Correspondence,  &c.,  by  Thomas  Dolby."     «<  A  Defence  of  M,  r 
bett,  against  the  I„tri,.es  of  Sir  Francfs  l^^^^^J, 
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ELECTORAL  PURITY.  2,1 

Another  episode,  of  this  period,  gave  still  more 
trouble  to  Mr.  Cobbett.     There  was  an  influential 
batch    of    politicians    in    Westminster,    of   which 
Francis  Place  was  one  of  the  leaders.    Their  liberal- 
ism went  in  the  line  of  electoral  purity,  and  verged 
toward  Republicanism  ;  and  their  favourites  w^'ere 
Burdett  and  Hobhouse.     At  the  election  of  June, 
18 18,  Henry  Hunt  stood  as  a  candidate,  and  this 
clique  (known  as  the  Rump  Committee)  opposed 
him  with  all  their  might.     The  secretary  and  a-ent 
was  one  Thomas  Cleary,  who  had  given  much  aid 
as  promoter  of   Hampden   clubs   throughout  the 
country,    and  was  studying  as   a   barrister.     Mr 
John  Wright  was  connected  with  this  set;   and, 
being  in  possession  of  several  hundred  of  Cobbett's' 
old  letters,"  found  one  among  them  which  reflected 
strongly  upon  Hunt's  private  character.     We  have 
already  perused  it,  as  the  reader  will  recollect^ 
Wright  showed  this  to  Francis  Place,  and  Place 
showed  it  to.  Cleary,  who  read  it  out  to  the  electors 
on  the  first  opportunity  :  adding,  «  In  the  langua-e 
of  Mr.  Cobbett,  I  have  only  to  say,  '  He's  a  sad 
fellow,  beware  of  him.' "     So  electoral  purity  draws 
the  line  at  some  point  or  other:  in  this  case,  at  the 
point  outside  of  which  lies  a  detestable  breach  of 
confidence, 

»  Which  letters,  preserved  in  two  quarto  volumes,  have  ham^y 
become  the  property  of  the  nation.  "•^ppiiy 

■•  VUie  page  65. 
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The  consequences  may  be  imajjined.     Mr   Cob- 

bett  first  heard   of  it  through  the  medium   of  a 

Both  Cobbet  and    Burdett   had   associated  with 
Mr.  Hunt   of  late  years :  had  gone  sporting  with 

■  t.^  hl"T"  '""  ""'"*^  ^=""^'  '°°'  -* 
tliL  lady.      Tl„s  was  stronger  in  Mr.  Cobbetfs 

rccollecfon  than  the  memory  of  his  first  scanty 
acquamtance  with  Hunt ;  and  a  hasty  note,  written 
more  than  ten  years  ago,  had  entirely  faded  from 
h.s  memory.     So  he,  in  his  first  outburst  of  anger 
charged  Cleary  with  forging  the  letter;  and,  after-' 
ward,  on  several  occasions,  represented  Wri..ht  as 
a  rogue,  "  unparalJeled  in  the  annals  of  infamy  ■•' 
g^ng  his  readers  a  graphic  story  of  how  the  latter 
bad  falsified  accounts  ;  and  how  his  little  son  had 
been  a  witness  (in  Newgate)  of  the  "big  drops  of 
sweat  standing  upon  the  caitiff's  brow,'' upon  the 
occasion  of  his  detection. 

Now,  this  was  quite  indefensible.  And  the 
only  excuse  that  can  be  made  is  that  Mr.  Cobbett 
had   been  gradually  losing  his  habitual  coolness 

his  old  habit  of  treating  it  with  contempt,  he  had 
begun  the  practice  of  answering  misrepresentation  ■ 
H,e  very  thing  that  your  scandal-monger  likes. 
And,  m  this  ease,  three  thousand  miles  away,  with 
at  east  three  months'  interval  between  „  cimny 
and  the  possibility  of  a  retort ;  and  with  a  growing 
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hab.t  of  nursing  political  and  personal  grievance,- 
.--o  wonder  that  he  flew  into  a  pa 'ion;  a,  ■ 

.ngs  with  hm,,  or  even  to  hold  discourse  with  him 
So  upon  Cobbetfs  return  to  England  CIcTv 
challenged  hi™  to  fight ;  of  course  to'  no  pu^iZ 
He  then  brought  an  action,  laying  the  d a. 'ages  1 1 
wo  housand  pounds.  The  jury  showed  what 
they   hought  of  the  matter,  by  awarding  hin,  forty 

A  few  days  afterward,  the  case  of   IVri^i,  v 

C  obbett  was  heard. 

a  Jnit  w'  '  ,7"  ""™'  '"■'"•    ^''=  '•"'Putations 
aga  nst  VVnght  were  quite  needless,  even  if  they 

ould   be  justified.      And   the  defendant,  at       e 
ast  moment,  withdrew  his  plea  of  justification  from 
he  record,  and  based  his  defence  upon  the  fac" 
that  h,s  son  (and  not  himself)  was  the  present  pro- 
pueorof  he^,,W..  that  his  sons  were  in  the 
hab,t  of  a.te„ng  his  manuscript  at  their  discretion 
These  technical  pretences,  so  commonly  resorted 
to,m,ght  have  answered  very  well  in  the  ha^ds  of 

a  crime,  .„„   ,,y  „„„,,„,_   ,„  .{         "^^^     bL"       ',  "  •" 
criminal,  ,!,„,,  „„„  t,  „^^  ^  ^  ff  h.Ll  vL         }7 

lawyer  in  the  egg  !  "  reaijy  had  crushed  „ 
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a  practised  lawyer  ;  but,  with  the  "  defendant  in 
person,"  it  was  like  a  child  plaving  with   edged 
tools.      And  against    Scarlett,    too,    one    of   the 
cleverest  counsel  of  the  day  ;  a  man  who  hated  the 
Reform  set;  and  who  had, in  the  House  of  Commons, 
alluded  to  Cobbett  as  a  "  contemptible  scribbler," 
and,  on  the  present  occasion,  could  go  out  of  his 
way  to  say  how  much  he  approved  of  Cobbett's 
early  estimate  of  Paine,  and  his  f    mer  writinsrs 
generally.      He  maintained  that  the  letter  which 
Cleary  read,  and  which  had  caused  all  the  trouble, 
was  one   intended   for  publication,   although  the 
judge  (at  the  former  trial")  had  very  strongly  re- 
probated Cleary's  conduct.     Whilst  he,  of  course, 
enjoyed  a  complete  triumph  over  the  withdrawal 
of  the  plea  of  justification,  and  the  clumsy  efforts 
of  the  defendant  to  make  his  sons  responsible. 

The  folly  and  conceit  of  appearing  "  in  person  " 
was  never  more  signally  exemplified  ;  especially  as 
Mr.  Cobbett  had,  just  then,  his  hands  full  over  the 
poor  Queen,'  and  over  his  own  chaotic  pecuniary 


«  Cobbett's  action  with  reference  to  Queen  Caroline  is  another 
of  those  matters  which  caused  unmitigable  hatred  on  the  part  of  the 
"first  gent"  and  his  ministers.  He  had  contributed,  during  the 
year  181 1,  to  the  republication  of  the  notorious  "Book,"  the  entire 
imiiicbbion  of  which  was  supposed,  till  then,  to  have  been  destroyed. 
On  the  Queen's  return  to  England,  in  1820,  the  Reformers  took  up 
her  cause  with  great  zeal,  under  some  impression  that  their  own  was 
identified  therewith.  Whilst  Brougham,  and  Denman,  and  the 
leading  Whigs  patronized  her  in  public ;  Dr.  Parr,  Alderman  Wood, 
and  Mr.  Cobbett  were  at  her  elbow  behind  the  scenes.     The  cele- 
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affairs ;   and   it  was   sufficiently  punished    by  the 
result.     The  jury  deliberated  for  nearly  two  hours 
and  brought  in  a  verdict  of  looo/.  damages. 

These  things  were  "much  against  him,"  as  Lord 
Brougham  would  say.  The  press  got  into  the 
way  o  saymg  that  Cobbett  had  lost  all  character 
and  a  respect,  and  so  on.  New  pamphlets  came 
out :  the  patriot  was  really  down,  this  time  ;  and 
his  fate  squared  so  neatly  with  all  that  had  been 
predicted  of  him,  and  of  every  subverter  of  the 
constitution.  ^ 

But,  there  are  reputation.,  and  reputations  : 

"  TT'"'  -'^■'^PyS^'^^  «till,  though  perch'd  on  alps 
And  pyramids  are  pyramids  in  vales  !  "  ^ 

And    whilst  a  good  name   is  not  to  be  thought 
I'ghtly  of,  It  ,s  not  every  one's  esteem  that  can  be 
considered  man's  best  and  highest  reward.     The^ 
hollow,  specious,    moral   judgments   of  mankind, 
when  under  the  dominion  of  prejudice,  are  not  the 
standards  by  which  to  judge  the  men  of  life  and 
earnestness:  the  men  whose  convictions,  and  not 
whose  personal  interests,  mark  their  path.     And  in 
the^ejn  point :  the  moral  judgment  of  all  'the 

Cobbett's  pen.  "       ^  ^  "^''""^  '^^'^  '^ro'i' 

of'^e  R^^'  '*°''^  'f  graphi^r,]],  told  by  Cobbett,  in  the  "  History 

artices  w  11  r'f  "1  ^T  "'  ^^"^^"  ^^••"  -^'  ^^  cote,  .°  J 
articles  wdl  be  found  m  the  Re^isirs  of  1820 
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toad-eaters  and  the  place-hunters  of  the  day  could 
hardly  be  a  desirable  standard,  wherewith  to  gauge 
the  character  of  a  man  whose  faults  lay  just  upon 
the  surface;  whose  faults  could,  by  no  possible 
twist  or  distortion  of  idea,  be  shown  to  proceed 
from  bad  impulses.' 


'  Among  the  anti-Cobbett  literature  of  this  period  which  has  not 
utterly  perished,  may  be  named, — 

"The  Political  Death  of  Mr.  William  Cobbett"  (Edinburgh, 
1S20),  a  short  collection  of  slanders,  intermingled  with  just 
sufficient  truth  to  float  it. 

"The  Book  of  Wonders"  (London,  1821),  an  occasional  publica- 
tion. The  second  number  was  a  verbatim  rejiort  of  the  trial  in 
Wright  V.  Cobbett,  illustrated  with  notes. 

"  Cobbett's  Gridiron  :  written  to  warn  F\armers  of  their  Danger, 
and  to  put  I^anilowners,  Mortgagees,  Lenders,  Borrowers,  the 
Labouring,  and  indeed  all  Classes  of  the  Community  on  their 
Guard"  (London,  1822). 

"The  True  Patriot,"  No.  i,  May  15,  1824,-should  have  been 
entitled  «  The  Truthful  Hypocrite." 

"Cobbett's  Reflections  on  Religion,"  and  "Cobbett's  Reflections 
on  Politics"  (Sunderland,  circa  1820-1),  were  "loyal"  selections 
from  his  early  writings. 

"The  Gridiron;  or.  Cook's  Weekly  Register."  Fi:-st  number, 
March  23,  1822.     Here  are  specimens  of  it  :— 

["Our  present  intention  is,  principally,  to  exterminate  Cobbett 
from  the  political  world.  The  time  required  to  effect  this,  of  course, 
cannot  be  distinctly  defined 

"  In  our  immediate  attacks  upon  Cobbett,  we  request  our  readers 
to  excuse  the  coarseness  of  the  language  adopted." 

"Farmers'  wives.— It  is  now  but  a  few  years  since  that  an  old 
shameless,  wicked  fellow  rose  up  from  his  bed  to  pray  for  your 
husbands'  destruction.  This  wicked  fellow's  name  is  no  other  than 
Cobbett,"  &c.] 

No.   2  speaks  of  the  increasing  demand  for  the   first  number. 
No.  3  is  reduced  to  sixpence,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  a  more 
general  circulation.     No.  4,  ?  ?  ?  ?  ? 
All  this  anonymous  rubbish  did  more  good  than  harm,  as  obtious 


POPULAR  PROGRESS. 


227 

What   "interests"   Mr.  Cobbett  had.  were  now 
unmistakably  identified  with  those  of  the  labouring 
classes  of  England  ;  and,  at  last,  he  had  got  a  good 
heanng   from   those  classes.      The  distinction   of 
classes,  wantonly  and  unnecessarily  proclaimed  for 
twenty  years  past,  was  now  confirmed  ;  and  the  ten 
years  of  George  the  Fourth's  reign  mark  the  period 
of  conflict  wh.ch  was  partly  the  result  of  this  forced 
d.tmct,on.     The  end  of  this  conflict,  and  the  ulti- 
mate tnumph  of  the  popular  cause,  is  matter  of 
history:    the    bloodless    reformation    of   183.   has 
saved  the  British  Constitution,  instead  of  destroy- 
ing It.     That  triumph  of  principles  was  the  work  of 
neither  Whig  nor  Tory.     It  came  from  the  pro- 
voked   and    suffering    people    themselves.      The 
greater  the  provocation,  the  deeper  the  suffering- 
the  more  certain  was  to  be  the  end  :   and  fr^m 
tjiem^o^t  came.    And,  as  more  light  is  thrown, 

hypocrisy    alwrvs'  will,    under    sim"ikrdrcu~;;7tances A    n^n^^ 

Sr  r  TT  "T,  "^'"^  '"'^''^'  ^  -ll-knorWhig  X 
ot  the  clay.  People  said  he  was  jealous  of  Coblwf  tt»  , 
able  mn„,  .„„  ha.l  ,™,self  ten  iel,  abused  by  a  rtZr.Z 
ixipei-s,  on  account  ofhis  strict  nartisan,hi„  «ft  '"'"'and  other 
animadversion,  he  produced  '•  Ic^Z  7'  ,  ^"".■"«»y  y'ars  of 
Freedom  and  Refo'™,  o'n't  dIh  Deat'"  r  Mr  'cob,"r'  "l 
(he  baneful  tendency  of  hi,  Writing      Wrth       "'•  Cobbett,  and 

W,,igs,  and  the  PatLs  of  W^tZL  al  l%rS'o°f"  Sou'th' 
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from  time  to  time,  upon  these  stirring  days,  the 
better  can  we  see  who  were  the  real  leaders'  and 
giiidcrs  in  Reform  ;  and  who  was  the  greatest  of 
them  all.  For,  until  this  Samson  arose,  the 
progress  of  the  cause  had  been  little  better  than 
a  series  of  ridiculous  evasions  and  desertions. 


IN  SOL  VENT. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

"  THLY  COMPLAIN  THAT  THE   TWOPENNY  TRASH 

IS   READ." 

The  ruin  which  was  overtak-ing  all  the  agricultural 
mtercst  dunng  the  last  years  of  the  Regency,  put  a 
fin.sh,ng  stroke  to  the  little  estate  at  liotley.     I, 
had  been  heavily  mortgaged  for  some  years  past  • 
and  upon  Mr.  Cobbetfs  return  from  America,  he 
found  h,mself  stripped  of  everything  in  the  shape 
of   real.zable    property.      The    profits    from    the 
Resulcr  were  comparatively  smaller  than  of  old  ■ 
for,  although  the  circulation  was  prodigious,  the 
expense  of  its   distribution  was  also  very  great 
The  estabhshment  of  another  daily  paper  ■  probably 

about  («„  momh,  Th,  ZT  '?  ^""'">''  "^'  "»<'  ™»  <<» 
Coventry  elecrn  o'lhri^M  ""."''  "l^"' ''-""I  ■■>  -he 
paper  w!l,  be  dise„„letw^a:?r^^LT'.!  ilT  '""^ 
this  undertaking  was  resolved  on    if  V  '  •         ^  ^™^  '''''^° 

do,  and  could  Li  do.  n  the  state  of  .H  ""'^^'•'^'» .  ^^at  one  could 
placed  the  ores.  "    °' '";''^. '^^'^  of  slavery  in  which  the  new  laws 

-  wa.  .ound  tha.  the  attempt  to  carry  on  both  would  be  "to 
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added  to  his  pecuniary  difficulties.     At  last  there 
was  no  resource  but  bankruptcy,  which  took  place 
in  the  course  of  1820.     The  creditors  were  few,  and 
acted  very  generously;  and  Mr.  Cobbett  afterwards 
refers  to  them  with  the  kindliest  feelings.     One  of 
them,  indeed  (Mr.  George  Rogers,  of  Southampton) 
went  further;  and  paid  the  damages  and  costs  in 
Wright  s  action,  which  followed  very  soon  after  the 
certificate  in  bankruptcy  was  issued.     The  low  ebb 
at  which  his  fortunes  now  stood,  are  best  described 
in  Cobbett's  own  words  :— 

"In  January,  1821,  my  family,  after  having  for  year« 
been  scattered  about  like  a  covey  of  partridges  that  had 
been  sprung  and  shot  at,  got  once  more  together,  in  a 
hired  odging  at  Brompton  ;  and  our  delight,  and  our 
mu  ual  caresses,  and  our  tears  of  joy,  exp. -ienced  no 
abatement  at  our  actually  finding  ourselves  with  only 
three  shilhnss  m  the  whole  world;  and  at  my  having  to 

print  off  the  then  next  Saturday's  Regh  terl" 

To  live  in  London,  however,  or  even  near  it  with- 
out  "fruits  and  flowers,"  was  out  of  the  question 
Accordingly,  we  find  Mr.  Cobbett  soon  settled  at 
Kensington,  cultivating  a  plot  of  land  as  a  seed- 
farm ;  and  his  politics  and  his  satire  are,  thenceforth 
mingled  with  the  mysteries  of  trees  and  t  ;rnips,  corn 

7eSs^f'  'Tf'Tl  "  ^'''^'''  J^^°l''^  ^"^'^  preferred  the  IFeeA^/y 
^Z::'  '"""'  ''"  '°'^'^"  ^°"'^-  "^'1-.  do  better  juiftt 
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and  apples.    Unable  to  resume  the  practice  of  plant- 
"![?,  for  himself,  upon  a  large  scale,  Mr.  Cobbett  "ave 
a  great  impulse  to  the  formation  of  plantations,  on 
the  part  of  gentlemen  who  could  afford  to  do  it 
His   old    friend.  Lord    Folkestone,  was   especially 
encouraged  to  improve  the  grounds  at  ColeshiU  by 
further  plantings,    and   covered   many  acres    with 
his  favourite  acacia,   then  better  known  under  its 
American   name  of  locust-tree.     So  great,  indeed, 
became  the  rage  for  this  particular  tree,  that  more 
applicants  came  to  Kensington  for  the  seeds  than 
could  be  served  with  those  imported  from  America- 
and  Cobbett  actually  had  to  purchase  them  some-' 
times  from  the  I  ,„  nurserymen,  in  whose  shops 

they  were  lyin,  neglected  under  another  name. 

The  story  of  Cobbetfs  planting  and  seed-farming 
would  make  an  interesting  volume.     It  became  the 
fashion,    after  his    death,  to  decry  his  successes » 
and  to  minimize  his  qualities  as  a  farmer  ;  and  per- 
haps vith  some  justice,  as  regards  this  latter  part  of 
his  life,  as  his  hands  were  always  too  full  of  more 
stirring  matters.    But  he  did  unquestionable  service 
to  the  art  of  planting ;  and  in  promoting  the  resto- 
ration of  woods  and  coppices,  which  had  so  faially 
suffered  from  the  felling  and  clearing  brought  about 
by  the  war,  and  by  the  efforts  made  by  so  many 
persons  to  save  their  property  by  the  sacrifice  of  its 
timber.      And,  besides  this   practical  part  of  the 

«   F/^^  Loudon;  also  Donaldson's  "Agricultural  B>ogrnnhy." 
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business  :  ever  ready  to  put  his  notions  into  print, 
he  must  needs  produce  more  books,  in  order  to 
popularize  his  plans  ;  books,  however,  which  have 
met  with   comparative   neglect,   of  late  years,  on 
account  of  their  special  nature.     Rural   economy 
and  domestic  economy  are  matters  which,  treated 
'^    social   arts,   get   so   modified   by   the   rapidly- 
changing  currents  of  our  time,  that  the  mode  of  one 
generation  is  lost  amid  the  fads  of  the  next.     But 
the   peculiar   merit  of  Cobbett's   books  was  their 
readablcness ;    and,   whilst    such    matters    as   the 
Currency  and   the  Corn  Laws  could  be  rendered 
entertaining  by  his  facile  pen,  it  was  natural  that 
rural  affairs,  in  which  he  delighted,  and  amongst 
which  he  heartily  believed  that  the  highest  domesdc 
felicity  was  to  be  found,  should  derive  from  that 
pen  the  highest  charms.     There  never  lived,  pro- 
babl^,  a  writer  to  equal  Cobbett  in  rural  description : 
one  who  could,  in  the  midst  of  some  angry  polemic, 
so  readily  turn  off  for  a  moment  and  present  his' 
reader  with  a  country  picture ;    perfectly  life-like, 
glowing  with  colour  and  realism  :  who  could  make 
a  mere  gardening  book  entertaining. 

Whilst  in  Long  Island,  Mr.  Cobbett  had  prepared 
an  "  American  Gardener,'^  which  he  published,  soon 
after  his  return  to  England  ;  dedicating  it  to  one  of 
his  neighbours  out  there.  The  "  English  Gardener," 
published  a  {q^n  years  later,  was  a  reproduction  oC 
this,  adapted  to  the  differing  conditions  of  his  owr? 
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country.      "  The  Woodlands,"    published  early  in 
1825  ;  a  new  edition  of  Tull's  old  book  on  "  Horse- 
hoeing  Husbandry,"  in  1822;  and  a  guide  for  the 
cultivation  of  Indian  corn,  completed  a  useful  series 
of  books  on  rural  affairs.     All  these  are  marked  by 
sufficient  egotism  ;  but  they  are  far  more  practical 
than  the  general  run  of  such  works.     There  is  so 
much  painstaking  description,  and  so  much  lively 
illustration,  that  the  reader  is  forced  to  take  an 
interest  in  what  he  is  reading.     It  is  almost  impos- 
sible for   one  to  take  in  hand  the  "  Woodlands," 
without  wishing  to  become  a  planter. 

The  "Cottage  Economy"  was  a  small  work,  ex- 
clusively for  the  use  of  cottagers,  with  the  aim  of 
bringing  them  back  to  the  habits  and  ways  of  their 
grandparents  ;  in  reviving  the  arts  of  making  bread 
and    brewing   J-eer   at    home;    of   keeping   cows, 
poultry,  and  bees  ;  and,  generally,  showing  the  way 
to  become  independent  of  shopkeepers  and  tax- 
gatherers.     All  this  Cobbett  haJ  seen  in  his  youth, 
and  he  was  determined  to  revive  these  things,  if  it 
was  to  be  done.     And  the  immediate  popularity  of 
these  rural  books,  coming,  as  they  did,  at  a  period 
when  people  were  making  most  desperate  efforts  to 
keep  the  wolf  from  the  door,  showed  forth  an  unques- 
tionable fact,— that  the  people  wanted  sympathy  and 
guidance,  and  the  means  of  self-  improvement,  and 
were  well  satisfied  to  get  so  much  from  the  man  who 
was  fighting  their  battles  for  them  in  another  way. 
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Cobbett  obta,ned  over  people,  in  minor  domestic 
maters,  the  following  may  be  given  :-From  a 
farmers  dauffl,ter  in  Conneetieut,  who  had  sent 
over  to  the  Society  of  Arts  a  straw-bonnet  of  her 
own  n,akmg,  he  obtained  some  particulars  as  to  the 
mode  of  preparation.    Having  published  the  matter 

to  Mr.  Cobbett,  requesting  to  know  whether  he 
cou  d  u„der,aK-e  to  get  some  American  straw  im- 
po.  ted.     Upon  seemg  some  .samples  of  the  straw 
from  wh,ch  the  Leghorn  hats  were  made,  and  look- 
g  a    .t  "with  the  eyes  of  a  farmer,"  he  perceived 
that  ,t  consisted  of  dry  oat,  wheat,  and  rye  stalks 
™xed  with  those  of  certain  common  grass  plants.' 
Th,s  d,scovery  m.ade  it  clear  to  him  that  there  was 
no  need  of  miportation  ;    and,  proceeding  in  his 
usual  energet,c  way,  he  soon  had  straw  hats  and 
bonnets    prepared   from    Engl,,,,    glasses.      This 

opet^d  up  a  new  industry,  not  only  in  the  l,omes 
of   l>e  labourers,  but  on  the  part  of  some  manu. 

Cobbett  the,r  .elver  medal,  as   a  token   of  their 

approbation.     E.;vv  caught  sight  of  this,  of  course 

and  asserted  itself  as  usual,  with  newspaper  para-' 

graphs  headed,  "The  Society  of  Arts  Immbugged 

at  las        and  so  on  ;  but  what  was  that,  to  dL^t^rb 

the  well-earned  delight  of  the  man  who  could  ride 
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about  the  country,  and  see  and  hear  lor  himself 
many  a  poor  cottager  at  work,  otherwise  unable  to 
earn  a  livelihood  :  who  could  print  letters  of  grateful 
thanks  from  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom  ? 

The  attempt  to  naturalize  the  maize  plant  was 
another  singular  effort  of  Mr.  Cobbctt's ;  the  com- 
plete success  of  which,  however,  was  too  much  to 
expect   from    the    English    climate.      liut,  by  the 
application  of  a  good  deal  of  zealous  labour  and 
attent-  ,      lany  persons  did  succeed  in  producing 
good        ;.,;  and  there  was  not  only  bread  made 
from  "Cobbctt's  corn,"  but  paper  was  m.de  from 
the  stalks. 

A  most  particular  aversion  of  Mr.  Cobbett's  was 
the  potato. 

"This  root  is  become  a  flivourite  because  it  is  the  suit- 
ab  e  companion  of  misery  and  filih.     It  can  be  seized 
hold  of  before  it  be  half  ripe,  it  can  be  raked  out  of  the 
ground  with  the   paws,  and  witliout    the    help  of  any 
utensils  except,  perhaps,  a  stick  to  rake  it  from  the  fire 
can  be  conveyed  into  the  stomach,  in  the  space  of  an 
hour.     We  have  but  one  step  fiirther  to  go,  and  that  is 
to  eat  It  raw,  side  by  side  with  our  bristly  fellow-creatures 
who,  by-the-bye,  reject  it  as  long  as  they  can  get  at  any 
species  of  grain,  or  at  any  other  vegetable.     I  can  re- 
member when  the  first  acre  of  potatoes  was  planted  in  a 
field,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place  where  I  was 
born  •  and  I  very  well  remember  that  even  the  poorest  of 
the  people  would  not  eat  them.     They  called  them  hog- 
potatoes;    but    now  they  are    become   a  considerable 
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Ponion^c.^tl.e  diet  of  those  who  .ise  Che  bread   f.. 


Th,s  passage  is  from  a  Botlcy  Register^  of  1813  ; 
but  It  will  represent  Cobbett's  notions  and  feelings 
on  t.e  matter  during  all  his  life-from  the  searcity- 
penod  at  the  beginning  of  the  century  (when  bills 
were  mtroduced  in  Parliament  to  "  encourage  'tiL 
growth  of  potatoes  ;  and  Ministers  of  State,  at  their 
grand  dmners.  used  fried  potato-cakes,  as  a  substi- 
tute  for  bread),  to  the  time  when  he  came  to  predict 
a  disastrous  Irish  famine.     And  it  would  be  hard 
to  deny  the  force  of  his  arguments  ;  the  burden  of 
which  was,  that  in  order  to  keep  a  people  in  a  con- 
dition  of  sem.-barbarism,  little  else  was  necessary 
than  to  cause  potatoes  to  be  the  general  food  of  the 
country.     A   knife  (he   pointed   out)  which   even 
savages  rarely  dispense  with,  is  not  required  by  the 
feeder  on  potatoes.     No  forethought,  and  only  a 
mimmum   of   industrious    attention,   are    needed. 
The   love  of  ease,  so   natural   to  mankind,  soon 
prevails,  m  the  absence  of  incitement  to  labour-a 
safe  commonplace  ;  but  one  of  vital  importance  to 
be  borne  m   mind,  when  the  thoughtless,  and  the 
Ignorant,  and  the  purse-proud  are  content  to  see  a 
whole  class  of  their  fellow-beings  ranked  just  above 
the  swine. 

Some  curious  notions  used  to  get  afloat,  con- 
cern.ng  cheap  food  for  the  poor.     There  was  the 
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Duke  of  Richmond's  celebrated  discovery  of  the 
nourishnig  qualities  of  curry-powder;  and  the 
recipe  of  another  clever  fellow,  for  making  flint- 
soup.  Milk,  produced  by  animals  fed  upon  stewed 
straw,  was  discovered  to  have  great  fattening 
properties ^ 

Yet,  with  all  this  considerate  device,  the  ungrate- 
ful w-retches  still  whined  for  their  beer  and  b^cad 
and  bacon,  the  dietary  of  their  forefathers.    And  the 
editor  of  a  certain  "diabolical"  publication  persisted 
in  tell.ng  them  that  they  ought  to  have  it,  and  they 
could  have  it;  for.  at  the  time  that  the  ordinary 
Wiltshire  fare  was  ik  pound  of  bread  aud  a  halfpenny 
per  day,  he  was  giving  to  his  own  labourers,  at 
iJarn  Elm,   i  lb.  of  meat  or  bacon,  14  lb.  of  flour 
besides  cheese  and  beer,  per  day;  and  three  shillings' 
a  week  in  money. 

And  there  was  so  much  wanton  cruelty  and  inso- 
lence, under  the  poor-relief  system  of  those  days 
Hangs  of  labourers  would  be  set  to  work,  the  leader 
having  a  bell  round  his  neck  ;  men  were  set  to  'draz. 
carts,  like  so  many  convicts,  instead  of  using  wheel- 
barrows ;  and,  when  there  was  no  immediate  work 
on  hand,  you  might  see  one  carrying  a  heavy  stone 
up  and  down  ;  or  digging  a  hole  in  the  ground  one 
day,  and  tilling  it  up  again  the  next.     How  all  this 
went  on,  in  England,  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  scarce 
half  a  century  ago,  is  past  comprehending.     It  is 
however,  a  fact,  that  people  could  not  only  oermit 
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it,  but  permit  it  without  shame;  and  could  venture 
to  call  those  persons  "diabolical  villains,"  who 
blushed  for  the  country  which  proclaimed  itself"  the 
envy  of  surrounding  nations." 

Those  who  blushed  for  their  country:  those  who 
spent  their  lives  in  the  endeavour  to  arrest  the  hand 
0.  her  oppressors  :  justiy  scorned  the  pleas  of  sub- 
mission  and  contentment,  put  forth  by  many  well- 
meaning  persons  in  the  shape  of  "  religious  "  tracts. 
The  man  before  us  (one  of  that  class  who  practise 
a  good   deal   more  than   they  preach;    who  act 
-  Thteously  before  they  inculcate  righteousness  on 
.he  part  of  others)  could  only  see,  in  these  precious 
handbdls,  mducements  to  submit  to  social  degrada- 
tion    But,  in  truth,  acute  suffering  on  the  part  of 
the  labouring-classes  was  teaching  them  as  much 
as  Mr.  Cobbett,  or  any  one  else,  could  do.     To  see 
the  name  of  some  fat  pluralist  on  the  title-page  of 
a  tract  against  "repining;"  to  listen  to  advice  and 
exhortation,  based  on  the  comforting  prospects  of 
another  and  better  world,  on  the  part  of  men  who 
vvere  themselves  making  sure  of  this  one ;  to  see 
the  names  of  the  committees  and  promoters  of  this 
officious  piety,  and  find  that  they  were,  in  many 
instances,  the  names  of  those  who  had  given  a 
helping-hand  to   repression ;    and  who  continued 
to  inculcate  passive  obedience,  and  the  extreme 
naughtiness  of  the  poor  wretches  in  wanting  to 
know  something  about  the  real  causes  of  their 
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misery,  was  too  much  for  milhons  of  the  unprivileged 
and  unendowed.     They  could  see.  plainly  enough 
wno  were  fhp   r,^Ti    c  ^  •'  '-"'^"b"» 

perlnnTtVr,  '"'  "^  ""=  ^ind.     And, 

perhaps,   he  Churc,  of  England  has  come  to  see 
for  herself,  how  we  have  reaped  a  whirl IL  of 
rehg,o„     ,„i«.„,„,^^   -  =P.-te  of  .■  rev.V     ,    ,„d 
restorat,o„s,"  and  "extensions,"  and  "func  ions" 
and  potterings  without  number.'  """'ons, 

Not  the  least  important  contribution  to  the  cause 

"Htoro^^'rtn:-^'--:" 
rd^^^birr^r'rit^f^r™^^- 

-ion  a„d_,a,„„„^,,,  been  l^l^^Z:^^ 

^  °"^  °f  Cobbett's  "bits'  of  '' ve7s7''^un„„  ft,        •  ,  " 

repining  i~  ^    '^  "P^n  the  wickedness  of 


>ynVe  I  describe  your  duty 

And  k„Klly  lead  your  eyes  to^Jee 
Of  lowliness  the  beauty. 

'^''  blre  ^''"'^  ''°"^  ^"""^^  ''"■^ 

Your  h'ps  too  dry  for  spittle, 
Your  eyes  as  dead  as  whitings' 
are,  «= 

Your  bellies  growl  for  vict'al; 

But,  dearest  children,  oh  I  be- 
lieve, 

Believe  not  treach'rous  senses! 
I  IS  they  your  infant  hearts  de- 
ceive, 

And  lead  into  offences 


^'^^^j;'-««' assails  your  joints  by 

And  lice  by  night  torment  ye 
T^  to  remind  you  oft  to  pra/,  ' 
And  ofyour  sins  repent  ye 

At  parching  lips  when  you  re- 
pine, ■' 

And  when  your  belly  !,ungers 
^ou  covet  what,  by  right  DiWne 

Belongs  to  Bcroughmongers 

Let  dungeons,  gags,  and  hang- 
man's noose,  ^ 

You?''br"'?"''"^^"^"'"'"We, 

vour    heavniy     crown     you'll 

surely  lose  ^ 

Where  on  earth  you  grumble. 
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and  there  wanted  a  thumping  weight  to  restore  the 
balance.     And  when  the  world  discovered  that  the 
story  of  the  Reformation  in  England  had  its  very- 
dark  as  well  as  its  very  bright  side :  when  people 
learned  what  utterly  selfish  ends  it  had  promoted  : 
the  world  took  a  long  step  forward  ;  stepped  up  to 
scrutinize  it  closely.  And  if  the  world  found  that  the 
rough  rude  hand  of  this  literary  pre-raphaelite  had 
brought  some  features  into  disgusting  prominence, 
it  was  no  more  than  was  to  be  expected,  sooner 
or  later.     The  mere  controversy,  concerning  the 
mutual  recriminations  of  Papists  and  Protestants, 
and  concerning  their  cutting  of  each  other's  throats, 
is  nothing.     All  that  will  be  going  on  when  the  New 
Zealander  comes.     But  the  political  nature  of  that 
great  convulsion,  and  its  important  social  results, 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  shameless  transfer  of 
property  into  the  hands  of  court-favourites,  had 
need  to  be  shown  up  with  a  relentless  hand. 

The  occasion,  of  this  "  History  of  the  Reforma- 
tion "  being  projected,  was  the  rapidly-growing  feel- 
ing on  the  subject  of  Emancipation.  Mr.  Cobbett 
had  long  proclaimed  equality  of  political  rights  for 
the  Catholic,  the  Unitarian,  and  the  Jew;  and 
regarded  them  as  oppressed  people,  as  long  as  their 
disabilities     remained."*      We     laugh 


theological 


*  "  When  I  hear  the  Dissenters  complaining  of  persecution,  I  can- 
not help  reflecting  on  the  behaviour  of  some  of  them  towards  the 
Catholics,  with  respect  to  whom  common  decency  ought  to  teach 
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now  a.d,y3,  ,t  3„^^  f^^^^  ^^  ^j^^^  ^^.  2_ 

Jtho  removal  of  these  disabilities  ;  but  vve  are  out 

s>rature  who,  m  those  times    nerdf^f^ri  ;«  j     .     ■ 
f„  fu  ,  '■•"ics,  persisted  in  declarino' 

af   :r  '^"^^^'  ^^^"^'  '^^^  ^h-  was  Tre 

saf-ety  m  „.oving  on,  than^in  standing  stiJl,  had  to 

hear  n,e„,  no  two  of  wLm  0^^^!'"  "^"'"^  •"^"^^"' '  -'^-^  I 
and  who  are  continually  doon"infe','"  T  ""  J^°'"'  "^  ''^'^Sion, 
hear  then,  join  in  encleavLr^;  ^fh  tetn/ r  ^'"'"f "  ^  ''^^^  ^ 
hberty  on  account  of  his  religfous  tenets  SV  n  ""'  ^'■°'"  P"^"''^^^ 
and  damnable,  I  really  cannot  feel  f'  ''''^  '''^"  '''"''-^'r^"' 

them,  let  what  will  befall  them  tLL'  T'"'""^"  '"••  ^'"'^  °f 
dent,  such  cool  impudence  in  ihe^rTJ  !'\  '  '"'"^^hing  so  impu- 
standing  of  the  Cathol  cs  t'hat  one  .  t  ?"''"P'  "^  '^'  ""^^r- 
of  patience.     You  hear  ll  em  Z,  ^"^^"'"^  't  with  any  degree 

hear  them  talking  o   the  Sij    r^on  n^  °'  ''^'^  "--^-^/you 
world;  you  hear  them  l'raSneinhe"1^"\'°"f  '^'  P"''^  of  the 

the  Henrys;  and  of  their1'?an1^rtun'  ^^  ^'^"^^"^  ^^^ 
and,  in  their  next  breath    nerh^lV'  '"^  '^'■"^^  forefathers; 

Catholics  as  the  vilest  and  mo  tsuJid'°;  '"  '''"  '^P^^^  °f  ^'^^ 
doomed  to  perdition  ;  when  tlev  o' I'l  'fl'"''''  '"^  "'  ''''''^'' 
and  virtuous  and  brave  for  rtlTs^J^^  '""''^  ^'^^ 

they  lived  and  died  in  the  CaVhlhc  r.  1  ?  7'''  ^^^''•°''"'  '^at 
their  Catholic  faith,  thev  d,VI  nof  '  ''"'^  "^^''  ""twithstanding 

the  freedom  and  g;ea;:  s  'of  EnS'  -;-tever  was  necessary  tf 
well  as  very  insolent,  to  talk  in  thk  "  I  ''""^  ^"^  ^'"P'^,  as 

sent  them  as  doomed  to  perdition  V  ''''  '^'"^°''"'  ^°  ^^P^*^" 
population  of   Europe     'or  Z     '°  ''u^°''  Ave-sixths  of  the 

amongst  whom  the  brVues°genrse"J\,''^^  '^°^'^"'  'h°^« 
the  world  have  been  a.fd  a'  f o  t  f  /  ?'  "°''  ^^^^"^^  '"e"  i" 
ine  pa.  t  of  our  condu  1  ^o  affect  to"c  '  T  ''"'  ^'^  "°^^  ^'^-'- 
of  God  as  well  as  man  thosevv  hn  >,  r'"'""  ^'  ^  ^°^'  of  outcasts 

tion,  adhered  to  the  relLbn  oft'^'^'^'i'^^Sh  '"  «°^^^  "^  P^-^cu- 

something  so  unnaturatTmoLtu7  in  17  '"f '''"^-  ^'^'^  ''^ 
we  say  that  our  forefathers  areT  n  Idl  thltVo'  "1"' '"  ^^'^^'^^' 
bigot  can  hear  of  it  with  n,tience.".    '■    '  °"^  ^"^  ^  ^'^'''''» 
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make  their  voices  heard  above  a  fearful  din,  of  in- 
crimination, and  calumny,  and  petty  party  strifes. 

So,  by  the  time  that  the  cause  of  Emancipation 
had  taken  hold  of  the  public  mind  :  when  the  press, 
at  last,  took  it  up  warmly,  and  O'Conncll  was  lead- 
ing the  agitation  in  Ireland  :  Cobbett  had  lashed 
himself  into  a  perfect  fury,  toward  the  opponents 
of  religious  equality,  and  toward  the  inheritors  of 
the  Church  domains.  The  ease-loving  character  of 
the  parsons  of  his  day,  the  growth  of  a  plutocracy, 
and  the  debased  condition  of  the  poor :  spake  too 
ominously  of  national  decadence.  The  increasing 
perils  of  the  country,  with  all  parties  trying,  at  last, 
to  propitiate  the  Parliamentary  Reformers  at  the 
same  time  that  they  had  mortal  dread  of  them,  kept 
his  mind  at  fever-heat ;  and  Mr.  Cobbett  was  less 
than  ever  disposed  to  stay  his  voice  or  his  pen,  when 
conviction  had  once  seized  him.  He  had  nothing 
to  gain,  and  nothing  to  lose,  by  expressing  his  con- 
victions. Given  a  fight,  he  was  certain  to  be  seen 
in  the  thickest  of  it. 

The  urgency  of  the  matter,  and  the  readiness  of 
the  public  mind  to  accept  a  broader  view  of  the 
Reformation  story,  were  shown,  by  the  immediate 
success  of  the  History.  Published  weekly,  at  a  low 
price,  the  early  numbers  reached  a  sale  of  upwards 
of  forty  thousand;  and  very  little  time  elapsed, 
before  the  work  had  flown  all  over  Europe  and 
America.     The  fanatics  did  not  like  it,  and  they 
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don't  like  it  now*  There  are  persons  about  us.  in 
these  latter  days,  who  consider  Emancipation  as 
one  of  our  great  national  sins,  on  account  of  which 
we  shall  yet  be  heavily  scourged.  "  LET  TlitM 
CURSE,  BUT  LLESS  THOU  !  " 

bul    rl,,  .„  '  °"'S  "   P™l««i»"  of  rcceiil   lime,  ■ 

Ireland    '"h  7  ""^ '^,"  ^'-^'^^'^^^^  Reformation  in  England  and 

co^s;r"  '^;'cr,"'*";;"f  """"'■  -  '^'^'^^^ 

IheEpistles  of  Ignatius  and  Polycarp.  ....  With  an  Ad 

pend.x,   contauung  'Notes,    in  which  the  Leading  Argl^l^^ 

Ml.  Cohbett's  History  are  refuted.   .  "     (1827)       ''"'"^'"'°' 

;'  A  I^7f  "i«\«ry  of  tlie  Protestant  Reformation     in  a  Series  of 

Letters  addressed  to  William  Cobbett  Kv  fh!   a    .r        . 

'The  Protestant.'  "     (1826  •  new  ed     fl."  "       /    ?     '^""'''''  ^"^ 
MTi     o     •  1  ^.«.     ^     ''°' "'^^^^"■>  ^'fisgow,  iS-?i.) 

The  Social  Effects  of  the  Reformation By  a  Fellnu-  nf 

the  Statistical  Society  "     I"  Vram  n   k.,-       •••  -^^  ^  bellow  of 
Peared  ....  durmg^U.    ea.l'X;an'd  '^5°"  ^L^i: ^^ 

"A  Reply  to  Cobbett's  •  History'of  the  P^otesta^U  R^  „  ^, "  „ 
m  LnglaiKl  and  Ireland.'  Compiled  and  I'difPrl  1'-'''™°'' 
Hastings  Collette."     (London,  1869.)  ''"^   ^'    ^^''^'' 
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The  thinpjdkl  not  aim  at  prosclytism  ;  the  writer 
had  no  intention,  nor  any  expectation,  of  that.  I  Ic 
did  expect,  however,  to  see  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  converts  to  the  cause  of  tolerance ;  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever,  that  Cobbett's 
"History  of  the  Reformation"  gave  immense 
impulse  to  that  cause.  And,  if  the  book  had  only 
been  called  "The  History  of  the  Great  Spoliation," 
the  fanatics  would  have  been  disarmed,  and  perhaps 
joined  with  the  author  in  his  passionate  denuncia- 
tions ;  instead  of  wilfully  and  wickedly  miscon- 
struing his  motives,  and  distorting  his  argu- 
ments. 

But  the  prejudice  with  which  we  go  through 
the  world  is  quite  as  gross  as  the  ignorance  with 
which  we  enter  it;  and  when  we  have  stuck  up 
such  a  word  as  Reformation,  and  fallen  down  and 
worshipped  it  for  a  time,  we  soon  become  incapable 
of  forming  just  judgments. 

The  h'st  of  Mr.  Cobbett's  books,  which  were 
directly  intended  to  help  the  cause  to  which  his 
life  was  devoted,  is  complemented  by  adding  to  the 
above-named,  "  The  Poor  Man's  Friend  ;"  «  Twelve 
Sermons  ;"  and  "  The  Emigrant's  Guide."  The  first 
of  these  he  called  the  most  learned  work  that  he 
had  ever  written.  It  consisted  principally  of  short 
papers  on  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  poor ;  which 
were  published  monthly,  and  addressed  to  the  work- 
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ing-pcoplc  of  Preston  ^f^n.- 1,- 

«  .i.e ciccio,,  , ;," , '"■;""^""=-''"' -"«t 

dc»crw-„ff  of  „,e  ,„"„.'  ^"""""  ''"^  l>^-«" 
cannot  o^n  a  p^  of  t  ""T'""'^' .  J""  ^^""- 
powerful,'  s.ruc     Siro,;,     !•;>'""'  '""' 

one  whit  too  much  to  say    th  f  ih,  "°' 

-mens  would  do  honour  to  ant  „    /"'"""=  °' 
Christian  Church  ^  '^'""'='  '"  ""y 

oH.-na,,:.p„h,istrar.:t;,:To?r"^" 
productions  of  rclieiou  ■   .l„  .       ■  °  ^P"" 

P-chers   of  con    rnLt  atd'""""  '^"^  °'  ""= 

conditions  of  obvious  ^^Z'n^TT  T" 
clergy  had  the  ,rnnri  ^^""^^"^""^cnt.     Some  of  the 

in   tfcir     w     r,  .s  T  '°  r^^"''"'"'  '"'"""^ 
eenerally  avo.W  ^    ;  ^    /^  ^''t^-'.^Pcd  without 

One  reflection  persil  i",  ,'  1-  "":"  '"""'"''''"''■ 
reader  of  these  tl  iC^™  h'"'"""  "'"'" '"^ 

enter  the  ministry  after'h  T        ""'"  ~'"=  "> 

the  world  a  b     and    '  "f      ™  '""'^'=''  ''^™' 

human  nature  irteadf^K     """'  '^""^"""S  "^ 
cloister   (as  ir  "^  '''="~'='-'''^  f''"'"  => 

undersL  d  th    r  bus  :::  bT'""^ '  ""^^   ^'■"' 

cause  to  whine  1      Th=,  - '     '•'     -"°"  ""^  '"^ 
"       '"=    °P''«a    "1  mfidelity  and 
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immorality.     Until  then,  things  will  go  on  as  they 
do  now. 


IK   ' 


iil  V 
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That  racy  volume,  "Rural  Rides,"  came  forth  to 
the  world  in  a  sufficiently  unpretending  manner. 
It  was  a  mere  reprint  of  articles  from  the  Register, 
which  had  been  generally  wr  ;ten  at  the  close  of  a 
day's  journey,  and  without  any  special  object  but 
current  reports  upon  the  condition  of  the  people 
and  the  country.     But  none  of  Cobbett's  writings 
have  been  so  m.uch  quoted  as  the  "  Rural  Rides," 
a  fact  which  is  easily  understood,  considering  the 
circumstance  that  what  would  deter  most  people 
from  literary  drudgery,  was  the  very  reverse  to  Mr. 
Cobbett.     A   day's   exercise  would    impart   fresh 
vigour  to  his  mind,  and  wings  to  his  pen  ;  and  the 
result  is,  in  this  case,  one  of  the  very  liveliest  books 
in  the  English  language. 

It   was   in   the  autumn   of  1821   that  the  first 
journal  was  undertaken.     Cobbett's  own  affairs  were 
getting   more    comfortable;    he    lived    quietly   at 
Kensington,  not  often  '•roubhng  himself  with  the 
publishing-office;   and   the  experiment,  of  going 
round  to  see  the  farmers  for  himself,  was  just  in  his 
vein.     Agricultural  distress  was  nearly  at  its  worst, 
and  the  troubles  of  the  farmers  formed  the  leading 
topic  of  the  day     Beef  and   mutton   fetched  an 
average  of  ^\d.  per  lb.,  in  the  month  of  November  ; 
and  all  rural  produce  was  at  a  similarly  reduced 
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ttrough  Berkshire  and  Wiltshire  to  Gloucester  and 

Hereford  returning  by  Oxford  to  Kensington   -  ith 

uch  satisfaction,  that  he  spent  n,uch  of  the  ;,n    r 

tn    and.     All  h,s  mtense  interest  in  rural  affairs 
and  the  welfare  of  the  county  folk  :  his  close  „bser: 

TZr.^!r'  ^'™"^'™''  P^'^-cand  hs 
Xnd  athst       "  "'  "■"  "^^""^'yle  than  ever, 

r  nve  years  in  the  same  manner,  and  renrfni- 

;i::,'=7r'"'-:™.ume,t,heVesultrs: 
p.cture  of  the  cotemporary  domestic    affairs    of 
I-nghnd  wh,ch  it  would  be  vain  to  seek  elsew  ere 
In  short.  g,ve„  an  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the 

poiib,';  b!^:  r"'"^""^  '-'"'■  *-  -"'^  -' 

thatof  tlu       r  V':  """  °f  enlightenment  than 
that  of  tak.ngCobbettV  Rural  Rides;"  and  mak 
■ng  It  the  basis  of  such  innnir,,  f„ 
tl„.  „.„  .  ,  'nquiry,  to  group  around  it 

the  necessary  ,nforn,ation  and  statistics  furnished 
by  official  reports.     While,  to  the  value  of  Cobbet  ' 
accurate  and  vivid  descriptions  of  rural  scene  yl 
use  made  of  the  .-Rural  Rides,"  on  the  part  of 
guide-book  makers,  is  sufficient  testimony   ' 
The  more  important  result,  personally,  of  these 

to  Mr    Cobbett   of  meeting  the  farmers  at  their 
market  dinners  and  county  meetings.    This  add  d 
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immensely  to  his  influence  ;  his  opinions,  especially 
on  the  currency,  began  to  take  hold  upon  men,  who 
had  hitherto  read  his  writings  with  some  degree  of 
dishke  and  dread  ;  and  a  very  short:  time  elapsed 
before  ^hcre  were  found  more  Cobbettites  in  the 
country  towns,  than  in  the  larger  centres  of  popula- 
tion. 

Another  series  of  rural  rides  was  commenced  in 
1829.  These  were  more  distinctively  political  tours  • 
and  extended    to  more  distant    parts,  including 
the  manufacturing  towns  of  Yorkshire  and  Lanca- 
shire.  The  reception  Mr.  Cobbett  met  with,  and  the 
overflowing  attendances  upon  his  lectures,  showed 
in  a  surprising  degree,  the  hold  he  had  obtained 
upon  the  minds  of  the  working-people.     Parliamen- 
tary Reform  was,  at  last,  no  longer  to  be  delayed  • 
and  while  the  Russells  and  the  Greys  were  getting 
a  due  share  of  credit,  for  their  endeavours  to  force 
on  the  Great  Plunge,  there  was  no  questioning  to 
whom  principally  belonged  the  distinction  of  having 
made  it  inevitable. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

-.  AJVD   I   SHALL  NOW  SLC   THAT 
CAU3L   TRIUMPH." 

'ongcharacten^edt    tafte  aT  """.r  """"  ^^^ 
was   now  chanm^     V  P"''''"  <:l>aracter, 

have  done  so    e.ther  bv   7"'  """  "°^  "=  ^°""' 

w.-ndHa.,o..;ft::n::^^;rno°"S'"r 
.ar,t:i---:"---.r..t,;:t: 

feehn^of!  T^°"^°"   ^"^oke,  and  his  general 
leeling  of  contempt  for  the  character  of  fho       " 
representation,  rendered  a  selt    n^^  u"'"''"^ 
Commons  anything    bn.  """•'"  °^ 

Besides,  he  hJd:?:i:;;^^-J^-bitio. 

he  could  render  better  ser.LsTo  h,  T^  '''' 

representative  of  the  press.  ""''^  "^  ^ 

The   daring  outrages  on   the  popular 
however,  which  ^-'   ^  P^PUiar 
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chan-ed  all  this.  The  character  of  the  House  was 
still  pretty  much  the  same,  even  with  the  accession 
of  lucky  war-contractors  and  stock-jobbers ;  and 
the  type  of  ministenalists  was  still  that  of  the 
Perceval  ^t,  which  h?d  existed  since  1807.  But 
now,  under  Habeas  Corpus  Suspension,  the  outlook 
has  changed : — 

"The  press  is  a  very  powerful  engine.  Corruption 
trembles  at  the  very  thought  of  it.  The  press  has  done 
wonderful  things.  But,  great  as  I  know  its  power  to  be, 
I  know  It  to  be  a  mere  trifle  compared  to  a  seat  in  Par- 
hament,  filled  by  an  able,  a  sober,  an  industrious,  an 
active,  a  vigilant,  a  resolute,  an  experienced,  and  an 
incorruptible  man,  who  would  devote  his  time  and  hi^ 
mind  to  the  service  of  the  country.  To  be  .sure,  one 
man  could  do  comparatively  little,  without  the  aid  of  at 

\^^.%\.  another. One  man,  such  as  I  have  described 

would  soon  make  other  men.  A  knot  of  such  men 
would,  in  a  short  time,  grow  together  ;  and  against  such 
a  knot,  corruption  would  not  live  a  year." 

It  is  the  midst  of  the  "  repression  "  period,  in  the 
winter  of  18 17- 18,  when  the  news  reaches  him  at 
Long  Island,  of  men  suffering  severe  penalties  for 
acts  of  violence.     He  thus  addresses  the  electors 
of  Coventry,  begging  them  to  have  "  but  a  little 
patience.-  ..."  Let  us  bear  in  mind,  that  a  people 
never  dies  ;  and  let  us  also  bear  in  mind  the  final 
success  which,  in  all  their  struggles,  crowned  the 
patience,  the  perseverance,  the  public  spirit  and  the 
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vabur  of  our  forefathers,  who  never  set  to  wol- 

means  T  '  7"~  ""  ''S'''"'^'  a"  desperate 
-=^^;  r^a:V^°^^'''''^^^'''''■''--*- 
^fst.hert!^:;:::;zrr:s-'^^ 

So^e  i.,,  weeks  after  Cobbett's  return'  to  En^ 
Jand,  Georp-e  the  Th<v^  ^-  j       a  ^" 

shortlyensued  ani  .'  .  ^™"'"  ^'^^"■°" 

one  of  the   ^ab  for  r      T""""^  of  contesting 
voters       ^^'■^^  ^°'  Coventry  then  oceurred     The 

on  tlie  part  of  many  thousands  of  people 

the  -^^--ations  of  the  "  lower  orders'"  as 

they  drew  Mr.  Cobbett^  ^mW  i     •  ' 

the  town   were  nnV      .  '"'°  ^"^  ^'■^""d 

"'  were  not  votincf-power      Th^  -.1     ^- 

•■vas  ^possible  for  his  supporters  to  get  nea    the 
Polh^g^ooth.  without  the  risk  of  beinf  stlC  ' 
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The  constituency  of  Coventry  wa.   a  very  fair 
one   of  which  to  make  tria! ;    being   a   populous 
manufacturing  place,  containing  a  good    body  of 
reformers,   and    electors   numbering    ,bout   2500 
But  the  corporation  was  .^.ad  against  the  popular 
candKlate.  actively  supporting  his  opponents  (Ed- 
ward biiice.  merchant,  and  Peter  Moore,  nabob) ; 
'-ind  ■,  cartlc.ad  of  'r.oney  was   spent  in  treating 
■and    rufianism,      Mr.    Cobbett's    expenses    were 
dcir;iyed  partly  by  a  small  subscription. 

It   was   six   years   before   another    opportunity 
occurred  of  meeting  a  popular  constituency,  with 
nny  prospect  of  success.     But  the   question    was 
kept  ahve,  of  a   seat  in   Parliament.     Reformers 
were  sanguine  that  the  franchise  was  on  the  eve 
of    being    broadened ;    and    the   yeomanry  were 
begnming   to  join    them,-a   circumstance  which 
brought   into    being  a   more    influential   class   of 
adherents   to   Mr.  Cobbett  and   his  views      One 
of  the   more   zealous   and    active    of   these   new 
friends  was  Sir  Thomas  Beevor,  a  young  baronet 
of  Norfolk.     He  had  read  the  Register  for  the  first 
time,  during  the  American  exile  ;  and  his  admira- 
tion  for  the  courageous  writer  so  grew  upon  him, 

his  claia.s  upon  the  electors  of  Coventry.     The  "Black  r^v-rf" 
gives  a  hvely  account  of  this  contest ;  and   Wooler,   recor  ts 

disgraceful  n.cidents,  remarks  that  ' '  th;  consequence    to  b 
henced  fron.  Mr.  Cobl.tt's  appearance  in  theTou  C      .  ..n. 
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^eat  in  Parliament  ^  I  r        ''"''"^  '°  ^ 

P'-ope.lv  wait  until  there  was  7     f^^^'"'^'" 
of  a  dissolution.  '""""  P^^Pect 

Meanwhile    all    fu^ 

-derate  re/orls'^LnrtlTV^^'^^    ''''^ 
canvassed  in  tlip   P,/v    /  ^  ^^^""^^    ^ere 

emancipation    the  Cr.Z  ^"'^  '""i'"t>es,    Catholic 

continurddis'tr*     XT;    '^r^''^^''''''^ 
along  with  minor  toL>     r^"""'""'    '"'''''t; 

Parliament,  to  the  ^v."  ""=  ''^Po^''^'-  m 
MuchofMr  Cobbett's  ;  "  °'  *^  '°"-f-™-s. 
by  his  last  Amer  ';  Jrj  -'"'  "^  ™P-i"ed 
quences.  But  his  eL  ,  .  "'^  °'  '''  ^■'^e- 
Caroline  appear^ C:!^  -"' ^  of  Queen 

■,j  -^  "^^  ^^"'P^etely  restored  him 

gentlemen  upon  the  su^ct  T  if  ^^'"'""nicating  with  severa" 
decision,  and  for  the  p  "pose  of  HT'''!''-''  °f  °-  "nanimc^ 
co-operation  of  others,  here^ve  nn  '"'"?  "'^  ^""currence  and 
•nen  as  wish  to  see  M  .  Cobbetf  ' h  "  T'''^"  ""  ^"  «"ch  gen^i". 
to  meet  me  at  the  Crown  1"/!^^  '"  *^^  "ouse  of  Conf^on  , 
don,  on  Tuesday,  the  2nd  of  mI^  Z^''"^' '"  ^^^  ^'^^"d.  Lon 
means  for  accomplishing  that  nZ  '.  •"  °''^''"  *°  ^^^^'^^  effectual 

-tuation  of  the  countn/Ztefn  S  Jo?  ;=''  '"  ''^  P^-'  crS 
the  welfare  of  that  counfy.-T^ma,  n''/'"''''^'  ™portance  to 
Attleborough,  Norfolk,  d7c.  26,  x 823  '''°''  "^^^ham,  near 
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to  his  place  in  the  popular  mind  ;  and,  from  that 
period  onward,  not  all  the  base  slanders  which  were 
still  showered  upon  him,  nor  even  his  own  ex- 
travagant vehemence,  could  rob  him  of  his  power. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1826,  a  renewed 
effort  was  made,  led  by  Sir  Thomas   Beevor,  to 
bring  Mr.  Cobbett  before  some  constituency. '  A 
meeting  was  held  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  of  a  very 
enthusiastic  character  ;  and,  in  a  few  weeks,  several 
hundred   pounds   were  subscribed.      Cobbett,  on 
his  part,  was  determined  to  make  a  good  fight  this 
time;    and  he  announced  that,  if  elected  at  all, 
he  must  be  chosen  by  persons  who  chose  him  for 
the  good  of  the  country,  and  not   for  their  own 
profit :   that  if  returned  at  all,  it  must  be  by  no 
corrupt  or  infamous  means  ;   and  must  be   for  a 
place  "where  some  considerable  number  of  the 
people  have  something  to  say  in  the  matter." 

Westminster  was  thought  of,  and  so  was  Middle- 
sex; both  constituencies  in  the  hands  of  a  narrow 
clique.  It  was,  however,  decided  to  fix  upon  Preston, 
as  a  town  affording  the  desirable  element  of  a  very 
wide  suffrage.'     Accordingly,  the  prorogation  of 


3  According  to  "A  Peep  at  the  Commons"  (Lond.,  1820),  the 
suffiage  at  Preston  was  nearly  universal.  ' '  Nearly  tlie  whole  of  the 
inhabitants  are  Reformers,  but,  for  want  of  the  ballot  at  elections 
undue  inlluence  has  prevailed,  and  they  have  never  been  enabled  to 
throw  off  the  yoke  of  slavery.  This  town,  however,  is  not  without 
numbers  who  dare,  in  despite  of  power,  to  exercise  their  political 
rights. "  ^ 
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be.ng  elected.     The  numbe  s  w^^   Ll  " 

Wood  ,983,  Ban-ie  ,657,  CobbettT;,      xf  '°"' 
comparatively  lifflr.  .  «     •  ^^^"      ■^"^-'''^  ^as 

pediLnt  to'a!:"    .rf";-:'  ^;V"'«--e"t  i.- 

-me   ti.e  afterward,  "of  a  peal?"  ^^.''^'''  '"' 

p-eededre::rM*"^rr''r"^-^ 
pan^attHeirrfT-ztt^ri-r 

Bolto;  and  Ma„ct.:ri'''""f  '"'^^•''""' 

^ijcbicr,  on  his  way  homeward.* 

"The  general  election  nf  ,s-,f^  

popular  candidates,  06  the  most  stTenr  '  '""'''  '^'^^Sgle'l^A; 
nearly  all  the  constituencies  tLtridr^r""""^  '"'''  "^^^^  '" 
Correspondence  of  T.  S.  Duncofnbe '^i   86  '^''''  "^''"^  ^"^ 

matters  may  consult  <<  A  CoLS'tf  A  ,f  ''^  '^"^'^"^  ^"  --^ 
•Sjc.;  together  with  the  Politi  al  m"  nf ,  ,  ''f '^'  ^^'"■'^^'  S^^-s. 
able  opinions  of  Mr.  Cobbetr^^  uS  "  1'"'''  ''^°^^'"^^  ^''^  ^^''^nge! 
tion  for  the  Borough  of  Preston  t  """^  ^'^^  '^""^'^'^ted  dtc- 

ended  June  .6th,  .1    .  (Bi::Sr::'r8;57'"--^  J"-  9th,  and 

-pe-.  br:ica  u':;s  tLt:t:  :srr;?  ^Vf^ 

^J'"  y-"^'  5"-,  whilst 
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It  was  low  quite  obvious  that  popular  candidates 
stood  little  or  no  chance,  even  in  the  most  popular 
boroughs,  in  the  existing  stafp  o^  the  representa- 
tion.   But  the  prospect  ol  any  reform  seemed  more 
distant  than   ever.     In   Parliament,  the   question 
was  practically  shelved.    Lord  John  Russell  seemed, 
f|  r  the  time,  to  have  a  persuasion  that  there  was 
little  encouragement  to  press  the  matter  ;  and  Mr. 
Canning,  soon   after  becoming  premier  in    1827, 
declared    that    he    would    oppose    parliamentary' 
reform  to  the  end  of  his  life,  under  whatever  shape 
it  might  appear.     Burdett  sa'd  that  "  putting  aside 
all  the  great  questions,  including  among  the  resi 
that  of  Parliamentary  Reform,'"'   he  saw  sufficient 
reason  to  support  Canning's  administration.     And 
Brougham  did  not  consider  that  "  the  late  opposi- 
tion "  stood  pledged  in  favour  of  the  question  ! 

Is  it  any  wonder  'hat  Whiggism  is  dead  and 
buried.?  Call  not  the  Ru  .ells  and  the  Greys 
Whigs:  they  :^d  de.^rtedth.  practice,  (considered 
apart  from  the  professions)  of  their  party  before 


1701/.  4J.  6</.  had"be;.i  received,  leaving  a  small  deficiencv  for 
Cobbett  to  make  up.  Some  of  the  "su' .cribers'  names-  are 
suggestive  : — 

A  poor  disciple  of  twenty  years' 
Cobbett,  don't  be  browbeaten, 
Nicodemus,  for  fear  of  the  Jew 
To  assist  in  getting  the  count, 
property  may  become  secure,  lo/. 
Pro  bono  publico,  2s.  6d. 
"  "  A  lav.gh  "  here,  according  to  the  reporters. 


'  nding,  lox. 

5/. 

out  ol  its  difficulties,  so  that 
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becoming  reformers     Irvvi,.-     •      ,  " 

th'"!r    besides    p  ofc„  „„      "T'"  ''"'  '■=="  ■•"•>'■ 
"-ould  have  been  un         ?■    ''"'■''••'""-■"'••"•y    reror,,, 

'°  bo  the  vehicle  of  the  coun/        ""^''f'-"-".  'ban 

This  is  howit  came  ,       ^■'"""""''^™"''• 
B*.•a„revoi.tio„:rte';::;,I:^--^-'' 

gomff  mad  with  misery,"  Machir^  ,  ^  ^  """ 
-^-burning  kept  the  country  itHtH''""  ^^ 
St  t  some  poor  wretches  t„  h      T  ^'••■™.and 

^"-Ple  in  the  towns  beir  to       "?"' °"° ''-"■. 
''''d  P        -d  ten  or  f    f  *-"*'  "ff-"'"'  "=  tbev 

that  the  question  could  no  I  I         ""^^  '^^^ 

tbe  counto.  in  a  grea    r  stat      f:  ^^  '"'''<=^'  >''"' 
under  the  Tories  of,t  7  "'S''^*"''"  ""an 

So,  in  the  midst  nf  nii  ^.u- 
Bill  -vas  introduced     Ad  '"J™"""^'  ^  Reform 

quent  history  of  the  strSe  a*  ifs  ''  ''^  ^"'''=- 
't  is  impossible  to  avoid  th  s'  cl        ~"'"'''"™«'. 

-me    prosperity  and    pt    rcon'r  =  "■"  '"^ 
™-<^upo„t„eAet„ff«3.mirttrbee:t 
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guerdon   of   Lnc  Tories,  at  the   beginning   of  the 
century. 

TIic  writings    of    Mr.  Cobbctt  had  been     very- 
severe  upon  tiie  Whigs.      There  does  not  appear 
any  time,  in  his  vvliole  political  Hfe,  when  he  had 
not  more  or  less  distrusted  them.     And,  now  that 
the  leaders  of  the  party  were  in   power,  the  indi- 
viduals themselves  were  not  spared.     Cobbett  hit 
off  with  accuracy,  and  with  bitterest  irony,  their 
waverings   and    inconsistencies.      No   sooner   had 
George   the   Fourth   shuffled  off  this  mortal  coil, 
than  he  announced  a  "History  of  the  Regency  and 
the  late  Reign;"  and,  as  the  successive  numbers 
of  the  work  appeared,  the  Whigs  had  the  felicity 
of  seeing   their  old  place-hunting  fully  exposed. 
Upon  the  appointment  of  Earl  Grey's  ministry,  he 
declared  his  belief  that  they  would  keep  on  talking, 
and  speechifying,  as  of  old,  without  any  regard  to' 
the  promises  they  had   been  holding   out  to  the 
people.      Putting   a   list  of  twenty-six    questions, 
referring  to  reform,  taxation,  tyrannous  restraints' 
on  liberty,  pensions,  the  six  Acts,  reduction  of  the 
forces,  poor  laws    and   game    laws,    he   gave   his 
opinion  that  none  of  these  things  would  be  touched. 
And  Mr.  Cobbett  was  right ;  none  of  these  matters 
were  dealt  with,  except  on   pressure  from  without, 
or  on  the  part  of  sturdy  and  independent  men  of 
the  class  of  Josejoh  Hume. 
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of  force.     Tl,e  G„vcr,„„,,;  "  """'"  ''^"^^''^ 

"■«'-^    '"   office,    bef„r       ,  ''■"      "'"   '""'"    ""'"y 

-^^  f '°  cW,e   Cob       /^^^  ^Z;;'^   ''--••>'o„n-„abk 

"f  ".e  .-nccui/ary  fi,e.,  „  ,        '  '""f  ""-■  "'■'"^.^or 

"';.-.«ricu/turaI  district    "f." 7  "'^"  '•-'-^'-tinj 

This   u-as   thn   h  °' ^":-,'i'"<'l ! 

"■as  one  of  the  trreate  t  t        "-'''■     '^'"^  '="'1  of  il 
^'*  took  n,ucl,  to  heart"'  '"""'  ''"^  o'l-c 

«'<••  '"t-h  pr/ce  of  scve„r       .  ■'""'  P''''-  «''!  at 

■''■'■":"»^  ^-  a  do.,:::::;;:/'"'  ^°""'-^  -- 

■•-'"five  sta„p  ,,„,  .'"  '  ^;  ^  °"  account  of  the 
'he  crculation  „,,.s  noi  of  t     Z""  '^■''■'=^=''  "'a. 
"■ouldb„-„„,„.„^,;;°     hatch.  ,cter„,„ch 
'='^°"ri„.c,a.ses,totheelZ     '"''""'  "'  'he 
"■as  *tcrn,;„ed.  ho„eveT.;  '   r'  ''^■^"^bett 

'"   =°"'=  way  or  other  to  i ,  ,         '"'°"'''  ^"""''e. 

='--^  in    the  eleme  ;     o  ""™'.  "^  '^boun-n.. 

«-o,.y.    Th.  beca.      ,:  „  P°'''-'   -c.    soc/a, 

excitement"'--"  "^i.ent,  du 


■^^°--'he':;;«:r::r:r 


S  2 


inp- 


Was 


met  bv 


j6o 


WILLIAM  COBBETT.         [182 1-3 1] 


reprinting  portions  in  a  cheap  form,  and  making 
a  monthly  pubHcation  thereof.  The  scornful  name 
which  Canning  had  given  to  the  early  cheap 
Registers  was  the  one  adopted  ;  and  thus,  on  the 
1st  of  July,  came  into  the  world  the  first  number 
of  "  Cobbctt's  Twopenny  Trash,  or  Politics  for  the 
Poor."  The  success  of  18 16  was  repeated,  and 
"Twopenny  Trash"  flew  all  over  the  kingdom: 
to  the  very  particular  horror  of  the  yet  undiminished 
number  of  pensioners  and  sinecurists,  and  of  non- 
resident parsons.* 

As  the  winter  drew  near,  the  accounts  of  the 
rural  war  were  appalling.  Incendiary  fires,  and 
threatening  letters,  were  sending  the  farmers  out  of 
their  wits  ;  and  fire-engines  and  man-traps  became 
part  of  the  farming  implements.  The  labourers, 
in  their  ignorance,  rendered  desperate  with  hun- 
ger, proceeded  from  outrage  to  outrage,  recklessly 
destroying   food    and   property  ;    quite  unable   to 

^  A  slioaT  of  pamphlets  appeared  about  this  time,  on  the  Reform 
(luestion,  some  of  ihem  l)eing  avowedly  aiUi-Cobbett.  Such  were, 
"'llie  Real  Character  and  Tendency  of  the  Proposed  Reform;" 
"Lectures  to  the  Labouring  Classes  and  their  Employers  in  the 
County  of  Sussex  and  elsewhere.  Not  by  a  Follower  of  William 
Cobbett";  "Imposture  Unmasked;  in  a  Letter  to  the  Labourers 
and  Working  People  of  England,  on  the  Schemes  of  the  Church 
Robbers  and  I-ievolutionists  with  Regard  to  the  Church.  By  a  True 
Englishman  "  (with  woodcut  ^'ignette  of  Wni.  C,  and  .1  "  fire"  in 
the  distance);  "Cobbctt's  Penny  Trash,"  for  Feb.,  Mar.,  April, 
1831,  "price  reduced  for  general  distribution,"  -  afterwards 
.-epnnted  as  "Cobbctt's  Genuine  Twopenny  Trash,"  and  having  as 
motto,  "(^ut  of  thine  own  mouth  will  I  judge  thee, "—was  on  the 
now  well-worn  lines. 
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understand  why  anybody  else  could  want  anything 
to  eat,  if  they,  the  producers,  were  to  do  without. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this,  Mr.  Cobbett  came 
amongst  them,  both  on  paper  and  in  person  ;  en- 
deavouring to  cheer  them  with  hopes  of  early 
relief,  and  to  warn  them  against  violence; 
"Poverty"  (he  said),  "even  in  its  extreme  state, 
gives  no  man  a  right  to  view  his  rich  neighbour 
with  an  evil  eye,  much  less  to  do  him  mischief  on 
account  of  hi-;  riches." 

But  he  also  told  the  "  King's  Ministers  "  how  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  fires,  and  that  they  had  better  do 
something,  for  the  poor  ignorant  rural  labourer 
"  would  not  lay  down  and  die  ;"  endeavoured  to 
palliate  the  conduct  of  the  labourers,  in  that  they 
could  not  live  any  longer  on  potatoes  and  salt ; 
ridiculed  the  idea  that  more  soldiers  were  wanted 
(as  had  been  proposed)  in  order  to  keep  the  coun- 
try quiet ;  taunted  the  Government  with  their 
apparent  helplessness  rafter  so  much  trumpeting 
of  "  glorious  "  principles  and  good  intentions. 

The  storm  began  by  a  motion,  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Tievor,  member  for  New  Romney,  aimed  at 
"  the  publication  entitled  Cobbett's  Register,  of  the 
nth  of  December;"  which  he  said  contained  a 
malicious  libel  on  "  the  authorities  of  the  State," 
and  a  g/oss  and  unwarrantable  attack  on  "the 
members  of  the  Church  by  law  established."  The 
motion  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that  a  prosecu- 
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tioM,  such  as  was  aimed  at,  u-ould  be  botli  impolitic 
and  iU-timcd  ;  and  that  the  proper  corrective  was 
an  improved  state  of  the  pubh-c  mind,  by  the  diffu- 
sion of  sound  knowledge  and  useful  instruction.  It 
was  ultimately  a-recd  to  leave  the  matter  to  tiic 
discretion  of  Ministers.'' 

About  the  same  time,  one  Thomas  Goodman,  a 
Sussex  hibourer,  ^^•as  sentenced  to  deatii  for  arson  ; 
.and   there  appeared    in    the    newspapers   a    short 
"confession,"   which    Jiad    been    wrun-   from    liim 
by  a  Su.ssex  parson.     A  few  chiys  after,  a  lon-cr 
confessioli  appeared  ;    and  after  that  a  third,  still 
lono;er.     Mr.  Tliomas  Goodman  was  eventually  re- 
spited, and   never  heard  of  more  ;    and  lu's  escape 
could  only  be  accounted  for,  b)-  any  rational  mind 
m  his  havin-  inculpated  Cobbett  as  the  wicked  in- 
stigator of  his  crime.' 

»  The  puerile  n.uions  .hat  ...t  adoat  i„  s,„nc  n.iiuls.  when  in  front 
of  dUhculty,  are  very  astonishinjr.  Imnio.linlelv  after  Trevm-'s 
n>otK,n  was  wuh.lrawn,  a  Mcn>her  rose  to  Rive  notice  of  a  motion, 
praymg  h,s  Majesty  would  l,e  5,naeiously  pleased  to  appoint  a  da^ 
for  a  ^,W.A,,v/  throughout  ,he  kingdom!  Roars  Lf  laughter 
saluted  this  new  j.roposa)  for  relievin-  siarvalion 

'  Oac  has  only  to  read  these  confessions  onee  in  order  to  detect 
the  elumsH.ess  of  the  forgery.      Here  is  the  second  one  — 

';  I  Ihon.as  (ioodman  once  heard  of  one  Mr.  Coi.bit  going  A  bout 
gavn^gout  lacturesat  length  he  came  to  liatlei  a.ul  gave  one  thci 
and  then-  was  .a  gret  number  of  peopel  can.e  to  hear  I,im  and  I  went 
he  had  vcrrey  long  conversation  concerning  the  slate  of  the  country 
and  t.limg  them  that  they  was  verry  nu.ch  in,pose  upon  and  he  said 
he  would  show  then,  the  way  to  gain  their  rights  and  liberals 
tlibe,.,esj  and  he  saul  u  would  be  verry  Proper  for  every  man  to 
keep  gun  .n   h.s  house  espesely  yuur.g  men  and  that  they  might 
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The  animus  of  the  cle.-y  ,,,,s  especially  shewn 
toward  Mr.  Ccbbett,  on  account  of  Jh's  attacks  on 
lie  tithes:  which  lic  continued  to  maintain   were 
(;>nK.naIly)  \n  part  intended  for  the  use  of  the  poor. 
ilKj.^ross  and  unwarrantable  attack  "  alluded  to 
by  Mr.  Trevor,  was  the  showinir-up  of  a  Suffolk- 
parson  ;    who  had    maue   an    infamous  and   lyin- 
attack  upon  Cobb  it.     Now.  some  of  the  more  sen^ 
s.ble  parsons  were  cndeavourin-  to  meet  the  sad 
necessities  of  tiic  day;  one  wort])y  Norfolk  clen^y. 
man,  for  example,  on  bein.^r  petitioned  for  a  rcduc- 
t.oa  of  his  tithes,  sent  answer  that  ])e  "should  be 
•satisfied  with  whatever  they  mi-i,t  .send  him  "   But 
the  fat  pluralists,  and  the  numerous  la/,  class  of 
that  da>',  were  too  blind  with  selfish  raj^^e  to  listen 
to  any  reason.     The  present  sufferer  from  Cobbetfs 
iash  was  one  of  these  '■^ 

u..  in,, ,  ,„„i  „„„„„,  ,,„  „,„  „„„,  „f  ^  „,;  •^:*„  i;;-"-  ' "-  ■■■■ 

.|":^..:»:™:;::^:;,:;::w,:::::;;;,;r  ■;';■:;■"• '■':r''"''"''^ 

Kn,  t ; ; lu,  •  '«-■:■"""■''«  -f"""- » ti»i  he  .11.1 .1,0,, 

pctUiuutu  i'arharacnl  i.r  u  reduction  of  ta..o,s  and  liLhc.  ./^  ilw 
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So,  with  idle  shepherds  cursing,  and  newspapers 
inventing  new  calumnies,  the  Government  thought 
they  had  a  case  ;  and  an  indictment  was  preferred 
against  Mr.  Cobbett,  for  "a  h-bel,  with  the  intent  to 
raise  discontent  in  the  minds  of  the  labourers  in 
husbandry,  and  to  incite  them  to  acts  of  violence, 
and  to  destroy  corn-stacks,   machinery,  and  other 
property."     After  some  delays,  the  affair  was  at 
last   heard    in    the    Court    of  King's    Bench,  on 
the  7th  July,  1831  ;    Lord  Tenterden  being  iud^re 
on  the  occasion,  and  Sir  Thomas  Dcnman,  as  At- 
torney-Gcneral,  conducting  the  prosecution.     The 
principal   Cabinet    Ministers    were   on   the  bench, 
(having    been  subpoenaed   by  the  defendant)  ;    as 
also  was  his  old  friend,  the  Earl  of  Radnor,  who 
had  voluntarily   determined    to    give    Cobbett   an 
opportunity  of  calling  him  as  a  witness,  if  he  chose. 
The  defendant  appeared  in  person. 

From  beginning  to  end  of  this  trial,  it  was  a 
manifest  error.  Denman  began  with  the  ridiculous 
statement  that  "  he  understood  "  that  the  defendant 
had  "  entered  the  court  at  the  head  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  persons  whom  he  had  called  together  by 
notice;"   and  proceeded    to    exhort  the  jury  "to 

who  is  there,  even  among  the  poor,  that  cannot  see  what  all  this 
means  ?  It  amounts  to  this  :  let  the  employer  make  common  cause 
with  the  employed,  and  go  hand  in  hand  in  denouncing  the  ( lovern- 
ment  of  the  country,  and  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England,  and 
this  will  be  quite  as  revolutionary  as  any  Republican  can  wish  : 
down  with  the  Constitution  !  down  with  the  Church  ! " 
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yield  to  nothing  like  menace  or  intimidation,  which 
conduct  so  improper  is  calculated  and  probably  in- 
tended in  some  degree  to  produce."     And  his  whole 
speech  was  one  long,  groundless  imputation,  unsup- 
ported by  a  shred  of  evidence  ;    and  based  on  the 
fact  (which  nobody  denied,  for  it  was  indisputable) 
which  the  defendant  had  clearly  pointed  out  •  the 
close  connexion  between  the  reckless  conduct  of  the 
labourers,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  cause  of  that 
conduct  ;  and  its  results  (such  as  the  cheapening 
of  food,  and  the  sudden  reduction  of  the  tithes)  on 
the  other. 

The  "  extract "  from  the  offending  number  of  the 
^^^/.■/./',  which  formed  the  basisof  the  indictment  did 
notmclude  those  parts  of  the  essay,  which  said  that 
th€  acts  of  the  labourers  were  unlawful ;  whichquoted 
the  current  newspaper    stories  about  the  Suffolk 
clergy  who  could  not  get  in  their  tithes :  which 
reminded   the  Whigs  how  their  praises  had  been 
derived  from  yet-unfulfilled  promises  :    which  hit 
at   the    newspapers    and    the    borough-mon-ers  • 
which  quoted  Bacon  and  Blackstone  ;  which  a'dvo-' 
cated  honesty  and  freedom  of  election  ;  wliich  pro- 
claimed, «  I  am  for  a  Government  of  King,  Lords 
and  Commons  ;  but,  let  what  else  will  come,  I  am' 
for  the  freedom,  the  happiness  and  greatness  of 
England ;  and,  above  all  things,  for  the  good  feedin- 
and  clothing  of  those  who  raise  all  the  food,  and 
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been  the  remainder  of  his  argument,  and  would 
have  enabled  a  jury  not  only  to  unde,-,tand  its 
whole  dnft  and  tenour,  but  to  p,-onou„ee  the  >.riter 
a  truly  wise  and  patriotie  n,an. 

Some  of  the  j,ny  did,  evidently,  consider  the 

™  r'thT";  ^''^•"•*''-'' •  <■".  being  loelced  up  all 
n  Rh  .  the  twelve  were  unable  to  agree  ,0  a  verdiet. 
and  tlicy  were  fortliwitli  discharged  ' 

Mr.  Cobbetfs  long  speech,  in  his  defence,  must 
have   made  some  of  his  audience  feel  grievouslv 

wl  ose  dehnquences  could  possibly  illustrate  the 
case.     There  were  the  Cabinet  Ministers  sitting  in 
a  row  befo,c  him  (including  the  Chancellor,  liiou... 
ham  ,  be„,8  scolded  for  their  perfidy  toward  the 
people ;  there  was  the  Attorney-General  himself 
whose  p,omotion  in  his  profession  had  actually  been* 
retarded,  on  accou,-.t  of  his  firm  adherence  to  the 
Wh,g  cause -now    prosecuting    the    press   with 
greater  zeal  than  his  Tory  predecessor  ;  there  were 


Jlr   Seel,.,.   ,1,         u      *■  ""  '"""""Mnces  of  llus  .,irai,-. 

biu.  :t^v  "1  r :  :Tu, 'r'r''"' " "'""  °'""'""'  -'  '^°"- 

vigor,;.,,  CoU«  ie'.  „;,    ,    .    itT",",'  "  "'■■.  '""<'"-°"'  ™»  » 
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the  magistrates  who  had  extorted  or  invented  Good- 
mans  confession  ;  and  there  were  the  party  news- 
papers, with  tiieir  transparent  falsehoods,  ^veather- 
cock  principles,  and  questionable  motives:  all 
scolded  anew.  All  who  had  eontributed,  in  any 
degree,  to  the  climax  which  ended  in  this  trial 
were  covered  with  deserved  ridicule. 

The  speech  occupied  several  hours,  and  it  would 
take  nearly  fifty  of  our  pages  to  reproduce  it      The 
point:,   relied  on   for    the    defence  were,  that  the 
ind.ctment  contained  only  garbled  extracts  from  an 
article  which  had,  as  a  whole,  the  exact  opposite  of 
he   endcncy  in.puted   to  it;  that  the  Society  for 
^le  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge  (of  which  society 
Brougham  and  Denman  were  both  leading  mem- 
bers !)  had  recently  asked  Cobbett's  permission  to 
reprint  his  celebrated  Letter  to  the  Luddites  against 
maclnne-breaking   and    other    violence,    with    the 
same  objects  m  view  that  he  had  himself;  that  ]\Ir 
Goodman,  labourer  and  incendiary,  had   been  par  * 
doned,or  had  unaccountably  disappeared,  since  his 
confession,"  and   that  there  was  a  letter  (which 
Cobbett  produced,  and  read)  written  by  Goodman 
h.mselr.  totally  different  in  style  and  spelling;  that 
the    luncs   newspaper   had    recently    libelled    the 
judges,   and   called    the    close-borough    members 
the  hired  lacqueys  of  public  delinquents,"  and  yet 
was  unmolested  as  long  as  it  continued  to  puff  the 
Ministry ;  that  a  declaration  A-om  the  tradesmen 
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and  labourers  in  and  around  Battle  (who  had  heard 
Cobbctt's  lectures),  made  it  clear  that  the  per- 
sons   who    had    produced    the    three    confessions 

'^^'''^ No,  Mr.   Cobbett  did  not  apply  to 

their  conduct  the  terms  that  it  deserved,  but  con- 
tented himself  with  reading  the  declaration  ;  and, 
the  notorious  fact  that  he  had  spent  the  best  part 
of  his  life  m  the  endeavour  to  instruct  the  labouring 
classes,  in  the  arts  of  happiness  and  goodness. 

The  speech  of  the  defendant  was   occasionally 
interrupted   by  applause  ;  and   once  by  the  judge, 
on  the  score  of  irrelevancy  ;  an  objection,  however,' 
which  was  not  sustained.     And  a  stray  joke  or  two 
shone  out,  as  when  Cobbett  spoke  of  Mr.  Gurncy 
(junior  counsel)  as  "a  mere  truffle-hunter  ;  he  nei- 
ther sees  nor  smells  anything  but  the  immediate 
object  of  his    search,"  in    allusion   to    his  special 
search  of  the  Re^ster  for  indictable  matter  ;  or  in 
his  sarcastic  reference  to  the  "open,  f  ir,  and  can- 
did," professions  of  the  Attorney-General,  which  he 
said  were  traceable  not  to  the  wig  on  his  head,  but 
to  the  whig  in  his  heart ;  and  in  such  a  passage  as 
this,  his  humour  would  prevail  :— 

"  Such  are  the  odious  and  foul  calumnies  which  have 
been  heaped  upon  me,  that  I  dare  say  you  expected  to 
see  me  hoofed  and  horned,  a  pair  of  horns  on  my  head 
and  hoofs  up  to  my  knees,  terminating  with  a  cloven  foot." 

Upon  the  whole,  this  speech  was  a  wonderful 
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perfo^ance  for  a  man  i„  hfs  scventfeth  year. 
Mr.  Cobbc-tt  had  far  too  often  relied  upon  hi,,  own 
powers  in  legal  defence ;    yet    hi.,  failures  as  an 

advocate  were  failure.,  which  any  member  of  the 
bar  m,g|,t  h„,  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^     ^^^^  .^  ^^^ 

sent  case,  the  charge  of  .,cdition  was  so  utterly 
base  and  trumpery,  that  the  cause  of  the  prosecu- 
t.o„  really  gave  power  to  his  own,  by  furnishing 
h™  w,.h  a  handle  for  the  bitterest  expressions  of 
contempt.  He  certainly  lashed  into  the  Whi-^s 
most  unmercifully,  from  time  to  time  ;  as  opportl 
"ity  brought  them  again  to  his  mind.  For 
exampJc:  — 

"The  noble  marquis  (Blandford)  informed  me  in  a 
U^^tter,  that  it  had  been  currently  reported  in  the  House 
of  Common,  and  the  Club  Houses,  that  I  had  been  con^ 
nected  vvuh  some  of  the  fire,  and  had  run  away  '     Run 
away    mdeed:      Who    was    I    to    run    from  ?      What" 
r  run  from  the  Greys,,  the  Lambs,  the  Russells,  and  the 
Brou,han.>     i:     Gentlemen,   contempt  com^s  to  m,- 
•^d,  or  1  should  suffocate  with  indignation  at  the  thought  ' 
No   I  have  not  run  away;  that  base  faction  has  brought 
n.e  here,  and  I  thank  them  for  it ;  because  it  enables  me 
to  clear  myself  frou»  the  false  and  scandalous  calumnies 
which  they  have  been  circulating  .gainst  me." 

And,  having  reviewed  the  Mhole  charge,  and  its 
CO  laterals.  Mr.  Cobbott  ^vound  up  his  address  as 
follovys-in  terms  which  form  a  strikingly  truthful 
sketch,  not  only  of  the  pcsition  in   n^;.  I2  he  then 
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■stood,  but  of  the  position  which  he  occupies  (u  itii 
all  his  faults)  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  his  fellow- 
countrynien-a  brave,  earnest,  upright,  and  pa- 
triotic  man. 

"The  fact  is,  that  I  a,n  the  watchman,  the  man  on 
t  le   ower,  who  can  ho  neither  coaxed,  nor  wheedled,  nor 
bullied;  and   I   have  expressed  my  determination  never 
to  qu.t  my  post  until  I  obtain  a  cheap  government  for 
tlie  coun  ry,  and  by  doing  away  with  places  and  pensions 
prevent  the  people's  pockets  from  being  picked      These 
men    know  that  if  I  were  to  get   into    the   House   of 
Commons  under  a  reformed  parliament,  I  .hould  speedily 
effect  that  o:  ,:rt,  and  therefore  they  are  resolved  to  ge[ 
na  of  me  .;-  ;,.me  means  or  other;  but,  thank  God 
gentleme:.,,  vou  v.dl  not  let  them  effect  it  on  the  presen 
occasion.  ' 

I  2^7^  f'Y  '^'' '°  ''^'^'  "'"'P'  *°  ''""'^  ^^'^^t  evidence 
I  shall  ay  before  you.     The  first  witness  I  shall  call  will 
be  the     ord  Chancellor,  and  I  will  put  in  the  letter  I 
he  Luddites,  and  which  by  delivery  to  Lord   Brougham 
for  publication,  I,  in  point  of  law,  republished  at  the 
very  tune  whep  I  was  said  to  be  endeavouring  to  stir  up 
the  abourers  to  sedition  and  outrage.     I  will  then  call 
his  I  ordship  to  prove  the  fact  respecting  the  application 
font  and  he  wUltell  you  that  I  stipulated  uo  tern^ 
but  t  at  the  whole  of  the  letter  shoulcl  be  publisir  I 
shall  then  call  the  Earl  of  Radnor,  who  knows  me  and 
all  my  sentiments  well,  and  he  will  tell  you  whether  I  am 
a  hkely  man  to  design  and  endeavour  to  do  that  which 
this    false,  scandalous,  and  malicious  '  Whig  indictment 
charges  me  with  wishing  to  do.     I  shall  alsJ  call  severa 
persons  of  the  highest  respectability  from  Kent  Sussex 
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"-  j...y  .hall  ha:;  c,*;:" , uti '"''  r;'?"-  ^"-^ 

<loubt  bul  that  ih.y  will  dismi /,v  1  *-'  '''«'""^' 

^o-t.  I  have  l-..nw,-i.i„;rt7f ■"'*'= 'his 
'"■.ceou.of,l,atl„„,,«i„J|"  J  •>'  ^r-  •'■"''  ""'>' 
this  co„rt.     The  lir  t  ,i„,°     ™  ht  "^'"  ''"'""' 

What,  indeed,  of  evil  hav"  th e  vr  '■"'  "'""''"'  "''"S- 
•hen,  althongi  there  have  1,  f  ""'  '''""•■ '    ^ince 

•iones,  and^ltho  ;,'•,, '7;'-''-  '^"""eys-General,  all 

pick  out  plenty  of  Ibelsf  J  ""  '""■''^■'■'  '  ""K'" 

'ihcl,  yet'l   hav     n  ve"  fo        "f  "™'"«'-  '^  "-  ^e  a 
scouted  until  .his  ^Vhig  „lve    „"«        '"'"  ''^""  P"" 

.^i»a; tfied to :  tjnTdrrf "' '"""'™ ^  '"^y 

"l-ays  the  most  .evcl  t te  it '^''"""^ '  "->■  "'cre 
Sreedy,  the  most  ty,-a„  /ic  ^f ."  ,o  ^T'""-  ""'  "»^' 
rerecorded  in  h.to,;  I.  va  t  °  ";"°^=.  ""^-""SS 
mained  of  the  Crown  ,  '' "•^'.""=>  "^  se,.e<l  ,vhat  re- 

.hetnselves  the  last  >or,t„  l^r,  "!  ""'^  "■""  '-''  'o 
*ey  Who  passed  -he'Cs;  f  Ri'otrT'  "  l™ 
also  who  passed  the  Se,,tenn,al  Bi I  The'cor  "' 
are  now  acquiring  "real  credit  f      1  ■  Gc^emment 

-..en  boroUsf butif"ht'  e  e  :'i:r,:':',  *^ 

—  a way.le.    itbebor„e'i„„J.:d^Sf;\rwri:! 


i 


.:  ^ 


'tmir 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


1.0 


I.I 


1.25 


J56 


I-  12.8 

50     ™^ 

"     |3.2 
36 


i 


40 


1.4 


!|M 
M 

IIM 

1.6 


w 


Photographic 

Scmces 
Corporation 


23  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  N.Y.  14580 

(716)  872-4503 


4  I 


272  WILLIAM  COBBETT.         [1821-31] 

created  them.  They  established  an  interest  in  the  regu- 
lation, and  gave  consistency  and  value  to  corruption. 
Then  came  the  excise  laws,  which  were  brought  in  by 
the  Whigs ;  and  from  them,  too,  emanated  that  offensive 
statute  by  which  Irish  men  and  Irish  women  may  be 
transported  without  judge  or  jury.  There  is,  indeed,  no 
faction  so  severe  and  cruel ;  they  do  everyching  by  force 
and  violence  :  the  Whigs  are  the  Rehoboam  of  England; 
the  Tories  ruled  us  with  rods,  but  the  Whigs  scourge  us 
with  scorpions! 

The  last  time  I  was  brought  before  this  court,  I  was 
sent  out  of  it  to  two  years'  imprisonment  among  felons, 
and  was  condemned  to  pay,  at  the  expiration  of  the  two 
years,  a  fine  of  1000/.  to  the  King,  which  the  King  took 
and  kept.     But  this  was  not  all ;  I  was  bound,  too,  in  a 
penalty  of  5000/.  myself,   and  obliged  to  procure  two 
sureties  in  2500/.  each,  to  keep  the  peace  for  seven  years. 
...  I  was  carried  seventy  miles  from  my  family,  and 
shut  up  in  a  jail,  doubtless  with  the  hope  that  I  should 
expire  from  stench  and  mortification  of  mind.     It  pleased 
God,  however,  to  bless  me  with  health,  and,  though  de- 
prived of  liberty,  by  dint  of  sobriety  and  temperance,  I 
outlived  the  base  attempt  to  destroy  me.     What  crime 
had  I  committed?     For  what  was  it  that  I  was  con- 
demned to  this  horrible  punishment  ?     Simply  for  writing 
a  paragraph  in  which  I  expressed  the  indignation  I  felt 
at  an  English  local  militiaman  having  been  flogged  under 
a  guard  of  German  bayonets  !     I  only  expressed  the  in- 
dignation I  felt,  and  I  should  have  been  a  base  creature 
indeed,  if  I  had  not   exjiressed  it.     But  now,  military 
flogging  excites  universal  indignation.     If  there  be  at 
present  any  of  the  jury  alive  who  found  me  guilty  and 
sentenced  me  to  that  punisiiment,  what  rcnjorse  must 


"  THE  IVATCmfAN  ON  THE  TOWERr  .„ 
tliey  not  i^tX  for  their  rnnr]iw<f      i 
every  w.uer  in  cvcj  pe  S  J  ""     ''>'  """'^"^  "■^' 
■ncluJin.  the  favonri,        ,  ""  '"■'"-'"'  ''•''y.  even 

d"n.eo„,ikeDa„ie,  ilr  .oLsMir   ^^1  '"'"  =' 
""«■  tossed  down  be-bre  Th  :         '  "''>■  ^  ' 

Gencr.,l.=    What  are    ;  j„  VT',?''  "T,  ':"°"'^>- 

Government  to  respect  the  hw     .  ,  ""'"'^  ""  ""= 

that  hard-hearted,  roceedlr.'  «""0"ed  then, 

to   despair-    that   n      ^     ■■'  """"S  ""^  l»'=™rers 

reall,    vis,  ,o  a'd  7,  T""'      "  ""^   Government 

«l-m  give  s  ba  k  th  "oiTf  '"  *=  '°""'''''  '^' 
the  people  the  0,,  t  td'  '='  *™  give 
law;   ami  Ic  ,h.,„    /         '='»'. /nd    repeal    the   new 

laws  that  o  p  es '  ,h  ""'•''^  ™*  ""=  ""''-"'•  Sri-Jing 
w-.ie..  I. X^dtrir:,  '''•-. -d-'hhorro? 
cusedtothe  lordfh,?  „  ,  "'•■S'^rate  being  ae- 
I  have  read  o'hat  ,,  "  ".e  r-'™'""  °'"='J"'^ 
have  shuddered  w,'h  hor  o  '""*''  '""'''-'""'' '""'  ' 

starving  labourer  n,-,^  be  Zu.  .  uT""'  J'"'  '  """ 
in  conjunction  with  another  ^*'^"""<^''  ^ '"»"•  and 
doomed  to  seven  vlU  ^  "agrstrate,   may  be 

nfeht.andsX^:Strr;ni,:::;f^--' 

server  !     This  is  i  mnn.fr^  himself  a  game-pre- 

tobeahohsij/^rrsrh^^^^^^^^^ 

adopt    the   mensiirpc    t   u  "">v'evLr,  will  pcrhans 

pros'ecutemeT::::mm  ntrerTtlt'  '"'  "- 
parliamentar,.  reform,  a  measure  wS  I  hf  "°,  "  ''  7'"' 
.nost  in  recomtnending  for  .wen  y  yet  j™""" 
ont  and  insrsted  upon,  the  sort  of^^Uhrwr:,:; 
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part  of  my  suggestions,  and  avowedly  against  their  will 
hey  hate  me  for  this ;  they  look  npon  it  as  I  do,  that 
hey  are  married  to  Reform,  and  that  I  am  the  man  who 
has  furn.s])ed  the  halter  in  which  they  are  led  to  church. 
For  supplying  that  halter  they  have  made   this  attack 
on  me  through  the  Attorney-(;eneral,  and  will  slay  me  if 
they  can  _  'I'he  Whigs  know  that  my  intention  was  not 
bad.     Ihis  IS  a  mere  pretence  to  inHict  ])ecuniary  ruin 
on  me,  or  cause  me  to  die  of  sickness  in  a  jail;  so  that 
they  may  get  nd  of  me,  because  they  can  neither  buy  nor 
s.Ience  me.  _  It  is  their  fears  which  n.ake  them  attack 
me,  and  u  is  my  death  they  intend.      In  that  object 
they  will  be   defeated ;   for,   thank  heaven,  you   stand 
between  me  and  destruction.     If,  however,  your  verdict 
should  be-wh.ch  I  do  not  anticipate-one  that  will  con- 
sign me  to  death,  by  sending  me  to  a  loathsome  dungeon, 
I    wi  1  with  my  last  breath   pray  to  God  to  bless   m; 
country  and  curse  the  Whigs  ;  and  I  bequeath  my  re- 
venge to  my  children  and  the  labourers  of  Englan.d" 

The  result  of  th;.s  trial  was  hailed  with  great 
satisfaction  by  nearly  all  the  newspapers.  And 
the  chief  significance  of  the  episode  lies  in  this  • 
that  from  that  month  of  July,  1831,  the  press  of  this' 
kingdom  has  been  free  from  political  persecution 
y  here  can  be  no  doubt  whatever,  that  this  trial 
settled  the  question  as  to  whether  the  press  was  to 
be  gagged  or  not.  The  newspapers  were  good 
enough  to  admit  so  much. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

"I  NOW  BELONG  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  OLDHAM.' 

top.c  o    the  day;  and  the  near  pro.spect  of  Mr 

Cobbotts  elect,-on,by  some  popular  eonsti.uency 

s    mvmoreobvfous..     In  the  course  of  Scptcn^.' 

•  83.  there  appears  his  first  address  to  the  elector 

o      lauchester  in  response  to  an  invitation  co  ! 

veyed  to  hnn  ..rem  a  committee  formed  uith  the 

object  of  endeavouring  to  secure  Ins  return 

The  objects  which  Cobbett   now  professed    to 
have  ,n  vew  were  considerably  in  advance  of  those 
of  some  years  previously;  and  their  publication    „ 
ths  address,  shows  distinctly  the  rapid  growth  of 
op.n,on  amongst   the  mass  of  the  people,     Not 
only  the  abolition  of  sinecures,  and  of  all  p  nsLs 
thementof  which  could  not  be  readily  g'" 
abohfon  of  tithes  ;  reduction  of  the  standing  arm  J  ;' 
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and  an  equitable  adjustment  of  tlie  currency,  were 
recai)itulatcd,  as  reforms  urgently  called  for  ;  but 
he  now  declared   that  the  National  Debt  ou-ht  to 
be  wiped  out,  by  the  sale  of  ecclesiastical  estates, 
the  misapplied  portion  of  the  property  of  corporate 
bodies,  and  all  the  Crown  lands  ;  and  so  to  reduce 
taxation,  and  the  cost  of  its  collection,  as  to  give 
some  hopes  of  greater  prosperity  and  happiness  to 
"  this  industrious  nation." 

Of  course,    these   things   were   "revolutionary" 
for  that  age.     Every  great  change  is  revolutionary ; 
but  the  bad  odour  attaching  to  an  epithet,  in  some 
minds,  is  no  index  to  the  value  of  the  ideas  repre- 
sented.    Important  changes  in  the  mode  of  govern- 
ment, particularly  as  to  a  greatly-lessened  waste  of 
public   money,  naturally  appeared  monstrous  and 
wicked    to   the   governing    classes,   and    to    their 
adherents ;  at  a  period  when   bishops  died  worth 
half-a-million.    And  it  came  just  as  naturally  to 
the  minds  of  the  reformers,  the  longer  the  question 
was   delayed,  that,  by  whatever   name  their  pro- 
posals might  be  designated,  there  could  be  nothing 
so  monstrous  and  wicked  as  to  persist  in  a  system 
which  made  the  rich  richer  and  the  poor  poorer. 

The  events  of  the  past  fifteen  years  had  made  a 
wonderful  difference  in  the  minds  of  the  labouring 
classes.  The  power  of  a  cheap  serial,  first  exemplified 
in  the  publication  of  Cobbett's  twopenny  Rci^ister, 
had  become  fully  recognized.     The  Penny  llaga- 
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sine,    Chambers'   Edinburgh   Journal,   and   similar 
publications  were  now  be-innin-  their  respective 
careers   with   astonishinir   success;    alon-   with    a 
host  of  political  sheets.     A  new  sort  of  education 
vvas  spreadinn- ;  that  sort  of  education  which  made 
men  think  for  themselves ;  and,  for  the  first  time 
in  history,  the  "lower  orders  "were  bc-innin-  to 
take   an    interest   in    the   affairs  of  other  nations 
beside,    their    own.      Well    mi-ht    statesmen    be 
affn-hted  at  the  progress  of  revolution  in  France 
and   Belgium,  and  at  the  growing  importance  of 
the    American     Republic!      The     knowledge    of 
political    good   and    evil,  fresh  from   those  demo- 
cratic sources,  might  well  alarm  them  ;  for  it  was 
sinking  deep  into  minds,  the  fertility  of  which  had 
been  produced  by  their  own  haughty  failures. 

So    Mr.    Cobbett's    address   to   the    electors   of 
Manchester  was  denounced  as  utterly  subversive 
of  the  institutions  of  the  country.     However,  he 
went   down    to   Manchester  in    tlie  course  of' the 
winter,   and    delivered   several    lectures,   with   the 
object  of  showing  that  his  principles,  on   the  con- 
trary,  would  tend  to  conserve,  instead  of  destroy. 
Lord  Radnor  had  previously  written  a  letter  to  one 
of  the  Manchester  papers^'  warmly  supporting  him, 

2  «'Withrespect"tolhrmeasin-eswl,ich  ou-ht  to  be  adonfed  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  my  decided  opinion  is  that,  for  t'he 
safety  of  the  State,  the  eternal  peace  of  the  country,  the  wcll-bcin<. 
of  the  people,  the  preservation  of  property,  and  the  maintenance  o'f 
anything  like  liberty,  measures  muol  be  adopted  to  the  full  extent  of 
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he  loft       ,  °^  ""=  P^P'-^  ""■•■•<=■     Before 

r     o,;'''r,d"-"^''^^"  '■"  '"-^  honour,  at  which 

The    followinrr   i.'ill    n-;.,,-, 

viii.,    ^u\[    give    an   example    of    h\< 

a^  e  On  '"""""'  ""  "•"■*  ''^  -hose  to 
tTe  EaH  of  F  ,""'?,»"  "  ""^  "°"-  "^  Lords. 
LordRlf  ^••>'"'°"*. '"  P-'inff  a  sneer  over  to 
J-ord  Radnor,  concerning  the  latter'.  •      . 

borou<Th  nf  n       .  '^'^  nomuiation- 

borough  of  Dou-nton.  insinuated  that  the  loss  of 
that  borough  would  be  "a  bad  thing  for  Cobbett 
"•horn  the  people  would  scarcely  elect   if  left 
hen>selves.       Lord    I-almouth    had   a    taste    of 


any  that  have  ever    as  fnr  ^Tt         TT 

Cobbett.     I  a.n  pe.suacle     h"  he ""  aT/  ,'""  f^^^--^  ''^  ^^r. 

I'eart.     I   wholly   acquit    him   nf  "'''  o'^Jecis  sincerely  at 

1-bably  that  anxious  cliLfnr  7^^'  ^"•'"'°"'  ^-P^ 
grateful  recollection  of  his  co  ,;"'",  ^f  ^"'^  *"  ^'^^  '"  ^'^^ 
exalted  and  of  a  noble  spirit      Sord^l?.;  .  "'"  ''''  '^^^'  ^'  -^ 

has  none-no  petty  aml^tio  .  lT  l^tf  M  "^""/  '^  ""-^'^ 
seeks  ;  his  fame~the  mere  fact  of  liT  •  ^  P"''?'"  ''^  ''^'^^  ^e 
Manchester-is  the  assurance  t  at  hL.?  ''""^''  '^'*°  ^^^P-'-^nt 
This  extract  is  of  no  mean  vnl ,.  ^'"^'^'^  "^^•'^"■^«f  Promoting  it." 
had  known  hi.  person^?;  f  '  j,^;  ^^ %'T '^  -"> vho 
once  printed  the  letter  in  broadside.  Committee  at 
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Mr.  Cobbetfs  lash,  as  a  reward  for  his  temerity; 
and  Cobbett  concluded  his  paper  thus  :— 

"I  have  been  lecturing  on  politics--I  have  been 
maintaining  my  Manchester  propositions,  in  every  great 
town  m  the  north,  as  far  as  the  northern  confines  of 
Yorkshire,  with  the  exception,  I  believe,  of  Liverpool 
and  Lradtord;  and  I  have  everywhere  maintained  that 
unless  those  propositions  be  acted  upon  to  the  full 
extent,  a  reform  of  the  Parliament  will  be  a  delusion 
and  a  mockery.     Everywhere  I  have  been  received  with 

every   mark    of  approbation. Two   or    three 

words  with  my  name,  written  by  myself,  have  been 
begged  as  a  valuable  present  by  more  than  a  hundred 
persons.  No  mark  of  disapprobation  have  I  received 
during  the  whole  of  half-a-hundred  lectures  that  I  have 

S'^^" ^^'^^e   people  of   England   will    have    the 

sense  to  perceive  that  it  is  not  title  and  fortune  that  they 
want   to   represent  them;   but   talent,    knowledge,  and 
courage;  a  love  of  the  honour  of  their  country;  men 
who  see  in  every  labourer  their  countryman,  and  who 
take  to  themselves  a  share  of  the  disgrace  of  seeing  him 
robbed  of  the  fruit  of  his   toil.     Experience  has   now 
taught  the  people  of  England  that,  to  be  restored  to 
their  liberties  and  happiness,  they  must  rely  upon  one 
another;  and  though  you  do  not  know  it,  the  country 
everywhere  teems  with  clever  and  well-educated  younc. 
men.     During  my   last  tour,  scores-and  I  might  say 
many  hundreds  of  young  men,  sometimes  twenty  at  a 
time-have  crowded  round  me  as  I  have  been  going  out 
of  the   lecturing-places  ;  one  saying,  as   he   shook  my 
hand,  'That  is  the  hand  that  wrote  the  "Grammar-"' 
another,  '  That  is  the  hand  that  wrote  the  "  Protestant 


i 
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-  '-.  ae  every  ,,.,^^^  j  JJ^  "-  "-  ,•„.,  ,„„,, 
confined  10  llic  buoyant  sniriK     r  , ^°''  "''"'  ""' 

were   made  for  canvis,      P        ^^      P'-<--P--"-«ions 

°-™  hands;  and  amo:,.  t "he  7  ""°  "'"'^ 

Lancashire.     Manchester  h  H       T  ""  ''^■"'"^  "^ 
Parliament  in  some  t!  '""'  ''  '"'='"''"   to 

••o^  -'uriesVn::  ;      td -;-^^.  "-  had  been 

'"-o  members.     Oldham  w  '"'^  "•"'  '"  ''^'^^ 

5°.-..as,li..eJeXX;r''"'-'°-f-r 

r^oiiht^Sd^v'*""^^^'--'-'^'-- 

determined  to  p„    ^i^'  '."'^'™"'»  him  that  it  ,vas 

-o  strangers  hCini'rxprer""-"^'^- 
canvass,  his  friends  had  T^  commenced  a 

name,  alon.  with  that  of  V^lnTT'  "" 
latter  having  consented  to  the  n'  ""'•  """ 

understanding  that   Cob     tt  rho'rT''  h'"'  "" 
ea.gue.  if  not  elected  for  some  ot  e  1,'     '^  ~': 

Other  constituencies  hnH  K«      .u       ^  ^"^''^^^^ 

"-.'-l^ableea^estlrrt^'';;^'-^"*'^ 
Ccishire  decided  thr.  ,>.  ..  P^^^  °^  Lan- 

of  December:  he  elX;  ^"'' '^''™- *e  course 
elections  came  off,  Ffclden  and 
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Cobbctt  were  at  the  top  of  the  poll  for  Oldham. 
The  people  of  Manchester  had  also  put  Mr  Cob- 
bctt in  nomination,  but.  the  result  of  the  contest 
at  Oldham  bein- made  known  there  on  the  first 
day  of  the  poll,  the  votes  intended  for  him  u-crc 
transferred  to  other  candidates. 

Meanwhile,  another  Iccturin-  tour  had  been 
undertaken  during  the  autumn,  extcndinc,^  into 
Scotland;  and,  if  one  may  judge  from  the 'rccep- 
tion  he  met  with,  Mr.  Cobbctt  was  now  enjoj-in^ 
greater  popularity  than  at  any  other  period  of  his 
life. 


g 


»  Tail's  Edinhurgh  Magazine  (Xov.    iS^ta)  tkscriho^   r^i  i    *.. 

Iaj;.n.n,     nor  I-anny  Kemble   created  half  such  sensation       ^ 
presented    nmself  before  an  impatient  house.  Hlled  in   floor    ^ 
ce.hn.    wh.ch  rose  to  greet    Imn  in  a  tumuhuous  ra,     re      11  is 
appearance  IS  Iiighly  favour.able  ;  his  ease   tact   an.I  ..f 
are  unrivnlrrl        ir„  ■  >  '         '  ^"''  ■'''-If-po'-sessHin 

wi^  h  "'  "'"''"■  "^^"-P^^vered  nor  tal<en  by  surprise 

^vlth  these  demonstrations  of  the  modern  Atlienians  "  ' 

Mr  Cobbett  is  still  of  st.ately  stature,  and  must  in  youth  have 
been  tab.  He  nu.st  then,  in  physin,n.,ny.  person,  amlbea  ^^ 
Imve  been  a  fine  specimen  of  the  true  tiaxon  breed  ;-  ^' 

' '  The  eyes  of  azure,  and  the  locks  of  brown 
And  the  blunt  speech,  that  bursts  without  a  p.ause, 
And  free-born  thoughts,  which  league  the  soldier  with  the  laws.-' 

:  *,  •.  •  :  •  ;  ^'^  ''""•  ^^'^Ite  hairs  and  high  forehead   the  hnmnnr 

m^r'tlnn ir'  '"'  ^'^l^  ^"""  '''^  ^^^^'  '-token;':'  "^ 
mo  e  than  the  squire  m  his  gala  suit;  still,  the  alto-a-ther  w.^ 
of  this  respectable  and  responsible  kind.  His  voice  is  1o  t L  1 
dear  ^d  flexible,  and  so  skiltul.y  modulated,  that  n:t  In  ^S 
wa.  lost  of  his  nervous,  fluent,  unhesitating,  and  nerfcctlv  conli 
chscourse.  There  was  no  embarrassment,  n'o  flutte'  n:L  Z': 
words  ;  nor  was  the  speaker  once  at  '-'■         •     •  ^ 


fault,  or  in  the  smallest  d, 


:gree 


■il!  !| 
1{  Il 


con";!:;::''::.,:;:'';?-  '?'*'-"  ^^^^  -iu.>od, 

^Wci.  any  known  pnnciplc,  ^         "  ''""'"« 

Unlil  the  ara  of  the  Reforms?  n    v 
••■ccounteci  a  .'^.^J^Z'^Z^T 
to  bo  professedly  without  a  p^rt^     !^  T 

^;^:  £*=■-"=- 

.  ^^^ncration-and  as  O'Conncll  and 

"^"^^^S:^::^-^  a,u,  annoyances  .,ich  nn.t  have 
actor,  possessed  of  that  'fl,"..n,i"  "  '"'•""'"'"'• '"^ '""•st -rate  comic 
which  exrcKis  to  n,i„cl  an/h  '  '  r^'"'''.:'  ^"""-  '''  """'>""» 
«'^'n-s.  His  genius  is,  hesiclc  'c^  l.f  T"  '''^  '"  ""-^-  o-'ward 
read  his  lively  charac  eristi  - , '  ''''""'""-^  '''•im^Uic.  We  have  often 
l^"t  to  see  hin.  a      ,   e m  '  „   ""^'""^  "'"^  Pleasure  and  amusement 

'>'s.  ire  was  in  nothing  ^l^Jl  '''''''"''  ^^''^^  ^  ^"'-'Sree  hcyond 
1^-ly  had  anticipatetl  sonLth  'o  li;.''  "'^''■^"'''^^"•■^'  '"«"«'>  every. 
«"'l  excellent  discretion  ,.  '>.  I,  ■  ""^ '  ''"''  '"^  ^"'"'"ed  tone 
The    humour   of  his      .lemn  'T'"'  '"^  '"'^  ''"'  hits.  .  . 

especially  his  sly  hi;:;tn'S  '  "^""^  --asm,  bul 
o..  the  sore  or  we.U  sides  of  w  ,7  ^f "  -^'"^^  -"  P"'<es 
-atory,  in  the  highest  sense  of  t  e  t^rn  m  T.  [""  "''''''■  ^- 
rises,  but  he  is  ever  a  vvilv  rl..  ,  '  ^'■'  ^"'^'^c"  "ever  once 

"MKCohbett  ipr"«,tm;rrr '"''^'^^^P-'^-'' 
tion  in  E.linburgh.    'l„  ^S^  h'^'W/ g.atified  with  his  recep. 

h-  been,  if  ,i,at were  po  1  leln  "':'"'■ ''''?  '^^  "^*^  ^"""^■T.  he 
rejoice,  as  evidence  of  atf  ti'o  L  h"  '"'  '  ^"'^  '^^  '^^  ^^ 
f-st,di,>us  persons  may  th  nk  Col  „  t  .''"?  '"  ^^''"'^'''  ^^''^^^'ever 
P-Kvr   and  most  powerful  .tilS^y ''"  '^'^  "^^^^  ^  "-f"''  -ugh 


i  acquired, 
position  in 
■t  variance 

itnt  it  was 
V  member 
i  any  one 
ncc  c-Jt  his 
liad  done 
nncll  and 

h  must  have 
it-rate  comic 
of  imitation 
eir  outward 
2  have  often 
amusement, 
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)iigh  every. 
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Hume  in  recent  times- to  a  great  extent  stood 
alone.  They  ini-ht  got  supporters  from  time  to 
time ;  but  such  men  were  not  of  the  sort  u  hich 
could  coalesce  with  the  patrician  nominees  and 
the  plutocrats,  who  had  hitherto  pretended  to 
represent  the  Commons  of  England. 

Had  Mr.  Cobbct'L  entered   Parliament  a  quarter 
of  a  century  previously,  when   it   was   within   his 
power  to  do  so  through  aristocratic  influence,  he 
would  have   been   the  means  of  forming  a  party 
earnestly  devoted  to  the  objcct.s  of  Reform  ;  and 
it  must  be  regarded  as  a  serious  error  on  his  part, 
arising  though  it  did  from  a  sturdy  regard  for  his 
own  independence,  that  he  should  refuse  to  do  so ; 
and  expect  to  sway  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the 
smallest   degree,   from    the   outside.     For    it    was 
looked  upon,  in  those  days,  as  something  border- 
ing on  the  seditious,  for  any  one  outside  the  walls 
of    Parliament    to    pretend    to   discuss    domestic 
politics  ;  and  an  affectation   of  contempt  was  the 
only  answer  to  the  cleverest  and   most  liberal  of 
amateur  statesmanship.     As  for  earnestness,  in  the 
consideration  of  any  popular  question,  it  was  not 
there  at   all;  the   House  of  Commons  of  183 1-2 
would  never  have  passed  a  Reform  Bill,  only  that 
the  clamour  of  the  Unrepresented  made  the  ques- 
tion vital  to  the  existence  of  the  Whig  party  ;  and 
the  fiercest  opponents  to  the  popular  candidates, 
at  the  elections  which  followed,  were  the  minis- 
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formed  Parliament,  and  that  some  disregard  miQ-ht 
be  paid  to  the  established  rules  of  the  House,  there 
was  nothincr  whatever  to  r.ward  the  expectations 
of  those  who  had  trembled  at  the  bare  thouo-ht  of 
this  "diabolical  villain"  treading  the  floor  of  that 
sacred  chamber  There  sat,  night  after  night,  one 
of  the  meekest,  most  inoffensive  of  men.  When 
he  got  up  to  speak,  there  stood  a  fine,  tall,  hale  old 
fellow,  with  a  face  sparkling  wit^  humour,  and  a 
voice  of  surprising  gentleness;  only  roused  to 
vehemence  when  the  efforts  to  cough  him  down 
were  somewhat  too  overpowering. 

Cobbctt's  short  career  in  Parliament  hes,  some- 
times, been  stigmatized  as  a  failure.     It  was  not 
a  failure.     He  was  a  very  regular  attendant  while 
his  health  lasted;  and  he  never  lost  an  opportunity 
of  reminding  the  House  what  he  had  been  sent 
there  for.      And  the  numerous  interruptions   and 
contradictions  to  which  he  at  first  became  subject 
rather  manifested  "failure"  elsewhere  :  viz.  on  the 
part   uf  many  members  to  understand  the  awful 
exigencies  of  the-  time,  and  the  responsibility  which 
they  ought  to  have  attached  to  their  own  position. 
But  their  sensibilities  were  far  too  keen,  to  bear 
with  patience  Mr.  Cobbett's  frequent  references  to 
the  burdens  under  which  the  people  still  laboured  ; 
one  member,  at  last,  expressing  an  opinion  that 
"  the  constant  complaints  respecting  the  distresses 
of  the  people  were  of  the  most  injurious  tendency  ; 
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SIR  ROBERT  PEEL.  2S7 

of  entertaining  it.  The  motion  was  lost,  by  a 
narrow  majority;  and  it  was  renewed,  about  a 
month  afterwards,  in  another  form,  only  to  fail 
agam.  Thus,  the  Whig  ministry  set  their  faces 
agamst  the  very  Reformers  which  they  had  them- 
selves called  up. 

But  Mr.  Cobbett  wants,  above  all  things,  the 
very  thing  that  Lord  Althorp  deprecates :  "  an 
investigation  of  the  consequences  produced  by  the 
changes  in  the  currency,"  and  he  is  resolved  to 
have  It,  one  way  or  another.  And  he  can  think 
of  no  surer  means  than  that  of  fixing  the  onus  of 
the  public  distresses  upon  the  author  of  those 
changes  in  the  currency,  which  he  had  always 
considered  to  be  a  leading  cause  of  the  distress. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  was,  at  this  time,  leader  of  the 
opposition,  and  the  most  distinguished  man  on  the 
Tory  side,— admired  alike  by  friend  and  foe.     The 
hopes  of  the  Tory  party  were  centred  in  Peel,  for 
no  man  who  had  pretended  to  lead  them,  since' the 
days  of  Pitt,  could  boast  a  tenth  part  of  the  talents 
which  he  possessed.     His  first  important  part  in 
public  affairs  had  been  the  carrying  through  Par- 
hament,  in  1819,  the  bill  for  the  resumption  of  cash 
payments  ;  a  measure  which  Mr.  Cobbett  had  treated 
with  ridicule,  as  one  certain  to  be  productive  of 
prolonged  disaster  to  the  country.     Cobbett's  pre- 
dictions were,  to  a  great  extent,  verified  by  events; 
and    he    considered    himself    thenceforward,    an 
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authority  upon  that  abstruse  topic.  And  he  now 
brought  forward  a  resolution,  to  the  cffcet  that 
Pee Ls  "«ant  of  Icnowledge/'  displayed  in  his  re- 
peated    failures  to  adjust  the  currency,  since  the 

\Z.V^-"^'r"^f^'"  «"°'™'"o"'^  di-nissal  from 
tnc  I  xxMy  Council. 

No  scheme  could   have  been   invented,  better 
tha      h,s,  m  order  to  show  Cobbetfs  headstrong 
■nept,tude  on  certain  occasions.     To  go  no  farther 
-the  meonsistency  of  protesting  that  there  was  „J 
.mpu  afon  on  Peels  honour,  while  proposing,  what 
would  have  been  (for  him)  the  very  deepest  di:graee 
was  typ,cal  of  much  that  explains  Cobbctf:  C 
quent  failure  te  impress  men  of  cultivation  and 
refinement;  and  he  gave,  in  this  instance,  a  signal 
example  of  his  neglect  to  consider  the  fitness  o 
thmgs.     Most  of  what  he  said  was  perfectly  true 
and  could  not  be  answered,  and  was  not  answered 
but  the- outrageous  metI>od  of  bringing  the  question' 
forward  not  only  spoilt  it  all,  but  brought  do,vn 
"pon   lus  head  deserved   derision,     Fierden    a  d 
Attwood,  and   three  others,   manfully   supported 
..m;   while  the  rest  laughed  and  jee  ed,  ^T^, 
heart's  content.  ' 

Itw-as  nearly  a  month  after  this  episode,  before 
Cobbett  s  vo.ce  was  again  heard.     At  length,  how- 
ever, he  seems  to  have  learned  the  temper  rf  the 
House ;   and   we  soon   find  him  thanking  "  hon 
members  for  the  attention  with  which,  &c."     Ho 
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generally  had  something  to  say  upon  any  topic 
connected  with  taxation  and  the  well-being  of  the 
people,  and   on   several   occasions  delivered   Ion- 
and  effective  speeches ;  as  on  the  Poor  Laws,  supt 
pression  of  disturbances  in  Ireland,  and  the  pro- 
posed  Factory  regulations.     On  this  last  question 
Mr  F.elden  was  in  the  front  rank  as  an  agitator  • 
and  was  intensely  gratified  with  the  support  of  his' 
colleague,  especially  when   Cobbett,  speaking  of 
the   factory  children,  alluded   to   "three  hundred 
thousand    of  the    most  helpless  creatures   in  the 
world  holding  up  their  hands  for  mercy."    And  one 
matter  appears  on  the  journals  of  the  House,  upon 
Mr.  Cobbett's  motion,  which  resulted  in  a  Select 
Committee.^ 

^  In   the  spring  of  the  following  year,  ominous 
signs  appeared,  which  proved  that  the  change  in 
his  habits,   necessitated   by  his   parliamentary  at-    ' 
tendance,   was  telling    upon    Cobbett's    vigorous 
constitution  ;  and  he  was  absent  from  his  post  for 
two  wh.le   months.      The  period   which   elapsed 
after  the  dissolution,  and  before  the  meeting  of  the 
new   Parliament   in    1835,  was  not  sufficient   for 

/  mr.  v^oDDett,  that  a  policeman,  one  William  Prmv   \..,\ 
quence  of  the  report  of  the  Committee,  dismissed'  from  [he  ^ 
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thorough  restoration  to  health,  and  he  resumed 
his  duties  with  a  bad  cough  ch'nging  to  him.  On 
the  loth  of  March,  he  attempted  to  speak  upon 
the  motion  of  the  Marquess  of  Chandos  to  abolish 
the  malt-tax  ;  but  he  found  his  voice  so  hoarse, 
that  he  could  not  make  the  gentlemen  immediately 
in  front  hear  him ;  and  was  obliged  to  sit  down. 
He  still  valiantly  attended,  however,  and  spoke 
on  several  occasions ;  the  last  being  on  the  25th 
May,  in  a  discussion  on  agricultural  distress. 

But  his  time  was  come  :  his  place  in  the  House 
of  Commons  knew  him  no  more  ;  and,  when  the 
House  assembled  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  June, 
a  whisper  circulated  upon  the  benches  to  the  effect 
that  the  member  for  Oldham  was  dead. 


(,- 


[1832-5] 

he  resumed 
o  him.  On 
speak  upon 
>s  to  aboh'sh 
:  so  hoarse, 
mmediately 
3  sit  down, 
and  spoke 
•n  the  25th 
tress. 

the  House 
I,  when  the 

19th  June, 
o  the  effect 


HIS  WORK  IS  DONE. 


291 


CHAPTER  XXVn. 

"I  HAVE  BEEN  THE  GREAT  ENLIGHTENER  OF  THE 
PEOPLE  OF  ENGLAND.'" 

So  this  long  fight  was  over. 

For  forty  years  past,  Cobbett  had  waged  inces- 
sant  warfare  against  political  hypocrisy  and  cor- 
ruption ;  here  represented  by  revolutionary  theo- 
rists ;  there  by  political  adventures ;  now,  by  venal 
courtiers ;  again,  by  uncompromising  partisanship 
m  the  press.  Heedless  of  personal  danger,  and 
proud  of  his  native  soil  and  of  his  fellow-country- 
men,  he  had  never  flinched  from  the  pursuit  of  those 
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whom  he  regarded  as  the  enemies  of  his  country's 
welfare.  Often  blindly  passionate,  but  always 
honest,  and  dominated  by  the  convictions  of  the 
hour,  he  had  presented  the  unexampled  phenomenon 
of  a  man  who  could  face,  single-handed,  the  world 
in  arms  ;  insusceptible  alike  to  the  arts  of  intrigue, 
and  to  the  cozening  of  partisanship. 

The  character  of  the  London  newspaper  press,  in 
the  earlier  years  of  the  present  centurv,  bears  no 
comparison  with  its  now-existing  posterity,  either 
m  character,  ability,  or  influence.  Our  leading 
journal,  indeed,  should  scarcely  know  its  own  grand- 
father: appealing,  as  it  does,  to  the  taste  of  the 
most  highly-cultivated  minds  of  the  age  ;  and  quite 
indifferent  to  anything  but  the  task  of  representing 
the  best  public  opinion  of  the  day.  As  for  a 
"government  organ,"  there  is  no  such  thing;  your 
newspaper  now  gets  upon  the  wings  of  the  day,  or 
what  it  supposes  the  wings  of  the  day,  and  there 
catches  the  best  breeze  that  it  can.  There  is  no 
space  for  mutual  recriminations,  with  ostentation  of 
"private  wire,"  and  elaborate  political  and  literary 
reviews,  if  even  the  taste  for  dirt-throwing  had  not 
vanished.  The  doctrine  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest 
is  found  to  hold  good,  in  journalism  as  in  every- 
thing else;  and  there  cannot,  possibly,  be  any 
better  token  of  the  improvement  of  the  age,  in  taste 
and  morals,  than  the  elevated  tone  of  the  more  suc- 
cessful leaders  of  public  opinion  in  our  own  days. 
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When  the  History  of  the  newspaper-press  con-.^s 
to  be  properly  written,  it  will  not  be  a  mere  record 
of  the  struggles  and  strifes  of  proprietors  ;  the  sue 
cesses  of  the  few,  and  the  failures  of  the  many  ;  nor 
even  the  extraordinary  wealth  of  anecdote  furnished 
by  personal  history.     Along  with  these  matters  will 
have  to  be  introduced  critical  studies,  derived  from 
close  examination  of  the  journals  ;  discovering  the 
amount   of  prescience  with  which    each    may  be 
credited,  and  the  growth  and  decay  of  their  influ- 
ence; tracing  motives  of  particular  partisanship  to 
their  source ;  and  estimating  their  relative  places, 
m  the  grand  temple  of  the  Fourth  Estate. 

The  task  of  that  historian  will  find  its  best  reward, 
in  the  endeavour  to  comprehend  the  first  quarter  of 
the  nineteenth  century.     He  will  see  the  press  first 
enslaved,   then    reckless,    then    persecuted;    then 
partially  enslaved  again  ;  then  gradually  presenting 
a  prospect  that  it  will,  one  day  or  other,  become 
purified  into  something  like  dignity  and  respecta- 
bility.    For  all  this  long  while,  it  has  been  strangely 
unable  to  endure  rivalry  and  opposition  ;  and  its 
members  have  vied  with  one  another,  as  to  which 
could    employ  the    foulest    epithets,   impute   the 
wickedest  motives  to  opponents,  or  fawn  the  most 
gracefully  upon  "  patrons."     There  was  no  place  for 
independence,  in  those  days  ;  for  independent  prin- 
ciples were  considered  to  hide  the  wolf  of  Jacobinism. 
The  alteration  in  tone,  consequent  upon  a  change 
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of  proprietorship,  went  under  the  favourite  sf.nna 
of    pron„aey .■■.    As  for  party-spirit,  there    :  "r 
l\:  r'  *="•"'  ".an  that  laid  down  by  Mr 
Cobbett,,n  one  of  the  later  numbers  of  the  Londol' 

"=;;!;:: -rj;\'"-\^'-'- and" 
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tnghsh,  and  rap.d  acquisition  of  independence  in 
opn,on    provok-ed  opposition.     And   the  success 

ta  tat  "^  "'^  -^^^^  ™=  ""■''^d.  hrought 

™.tators    ,nto   the   field.     But    that  which  so™ 

hostility  to  such  newspapers,  and  such  persons  who 
deavoured  to  extenuate  or  explain  aLy  the'^V 

cafng  upon  th.s  point.     The  pri.dples  of  Walpole 
and  Newcastle  had  borne  fruit.     The  Treasury  wa! 
.surrounded    by  hungry  adventurers;    and    thire 
were  hundreds  of  men,  as  late  as  Wilham  H  ; 
■me,  who  had  sucked-in  these  principles,  as  it  wet 
^:;^^^^^^-rjnoa^  „,k.     And  if  we  consider  "!,' 

2  Profligate,  by  the  w^PnTVliffiTidrrTTl -- 
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when  Cobbett  began  the  fight,  and  for  some  time 
after,  there  was  no  one  else  had  the  courage,  or  was 
m  the  mind,  to  expose  it  all,  we  shall  understand 
the  singular  position  in  which  he  stood.     For  an 
anonymous  writer  to   sit  down,  and   write   off  a 
malicious   paragraph  or  two  with  insinuations  of 
venality,  was  one  thing  ;  but,  for  a  man,  well-known 
in  the  flesh,  renouncing  the  editorial  "we"  and 
affecting  the   first-person-singular,  proceeding   to 
tell  a  plain  story,  fearless  of  the  consequences,  was 
a  phenomenon  which  startled  Society;  the  effect 
produced  being  similar  to  that  which  occurs  upon 
poking  your  walking-stick  into  an  ants'  nest. 

Decent  Society  never  forgave  Mr.  Cobbett.     No 
matter  !     Upon  that  man's  memory  lies  the  credit 
of  having  been  chiefly  instrumental   in  restoring 
political  purity  to  the  nation.     The  whole  domestic 
history  of  England,  between  1800  and  1835,  is  dis- 
tinguished by  the  struggles  of  the  nation  to  eman- 
cipate  itself  from  corruption  in  Church  and  State. 
The  pioneer  was  William  Cobbett ;  and  no  history 
of  those  struggles,  which  does  not  place  him  high 
among  the  "  leaders  and  guiders  "  of  men,  will  be 
worthy  of  the  name. 

As  to  how  far  Mr.  Cobbett's  ideas  and  predic- 
tions have  been  accepted,  is  not  the  purpose  of  the 
present  work;  if,  even,  its  limits  did  not  forbid  such 
an  essay.  It  is  certain  that  he  was  largely  pirated, 
during  his  lifetime,  both  m  speeches  and  in  news- 
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Vmr  article.  „„,  ;  -  ,os.  so  much  wcfelu,  ,„  ,he 
ni.nds  of  d,.spa.,s,onate  men,  by  such  unbounded 
cxtravat;ancc  as  was  chsplaycd  in  his  "I  liston-of  the 
Reformation;"  and  his  cotcmporarics  were  so 
cruelly  lashed  and  scolded,  when  the  advocacy  of 
the,r  own  views  exceeded  the  truth,  that  the  signi- 
fieanceof  his  career  could  not  be  properly  under- 

that       ^    :  r""'"'°"-     ''  '^  ="■"-'  ^-P^infT 
that  more  bad  institutions  did  not  fall  before  his 

renehant  blows ;  yet,  with  respect  to  those  tht 
rcmam,  and  are  doomed,  it  may  safely  be  reeom- 
mended  to  ransack  the  Polincal  Register  kr  ,he 
b^st  arguments    and   illustrations,  with  which  to 

Cobbett  was  far  m  advance  of  his  time ;  perhaps  on 
nothmg  more  so  than  in  the  foresight  with  which 
he  contemplated  the  development  of  popular  ideas 
To  us,  m  Liberal-Conservative  times,  the  followinfr 
passage  May,  ■833)see„,s  a  commonplace;  but  to 
thepnvdeged  classes  of  his  own  days,  th    wo;d! 

AkLZ.  ""''   "'  ''""■^''   ■•"   *=  ^"=   °f 

fhJ'n"  ","°'u''^  h^fshlyand  v.idely  resisting  the  ■  b.'n,-  of 
the  people,  that  you  put  a^s.op  to  the  progress  .   ":^ 

-s  was  a  cry  .h,,  helped  ,„  bring  .b™,  ,he  IS' Bi ,  .       ""'" 
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cracy.     It  is  by  yielding  in  time ;  by  yielding  to  what  is 
manifesily  just  in  the  people's  demands;    by  removing 
expenses  so  clearly  unjust  towards  the  people,  and  so 
rlearly  tin  necessary  to  the  support  of  good  and  efficient 
government;   it  is  by  taking  from  their  backs  burdens 
«' ich  they  cannot  bear  without  ruin;   and  which  they 
ought  not  to  bear  at  all.     It  is  by  means  like  these;  by 
domg  these  things,  which  satisfy  all  reasonable  men,  and 
puttmg  them  on  your  side ;  it  is  by  these  that  you  check, 
and  put  a  stop  to,  the  progress  of  democracy ;  and  not 
by  acts  which  plainly  tell  the  people  that  they  are  to 
expect  no  redress  of  their  grievances  as  long  as  the  pre- 
sent order  of  things  shall  exist." 

The  grave  was  literally  his  last  enemy.     The 
announcement  of  Cobbett's  death  was  the  close  of 
a  strife,  in  which  had  been  displayed  the  singular 
spectacle  of  the  Champion  of  the  Press  arrayed 
against  its  own  licentiousness  ;  in  which  the  dan- 
gers attendant  upon  the  conjuring  up  of  new  foes 
had  been  counted  as  nothing,  while  there  was  a 
principle  to  be  maintained,  or  a  touch  of  cant  to 
be  exposed.     And,  now  that  he  was  gone  for  ever, 
the  whol-  fraternity  acknowledged  his  genius  and 
his  talents  ;  and  confessed  that  a  good,  and  great, 
and  honest  heart  had  departed  from  among  them. 
Throughout  the  land,  with  almost  unanimity,  the 
newspapers  teemed  with  his  praises;    and  those 
were  not  i^w,  who,  having  not  long  since  boasted 
of  their  hatred,   now   frankly  declared   that  Mr. 
Cobbett  was  a  m.an  of  whom  his  countrymen  might 
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family,  the  indiWd  1         Surrounded  as  he  was  by  a 
caused  h,™   a    tv  ''  °'^''''"  "''  "  "-- 

complete  a„tm,esr  oT;:^™''^  ''"''  ^  =" 
And  he  had  that  fehcitv  thlTV''""  °'"-'''^^- 
good  man's  heart  of  oT  u  ^'"^  '"'''  °^  "'^■•y 
bear  the  fruits  of  h  s  „  *"  "  ""^  '"'  ''»?'''"= 
estimate  of  the  du  .t  °™/?"P'^'  '"  -  correct 
Not  only  that      T  "'  "''"P''"'  "'  '*• 

crabbed  form  Tife  """  ""'  "P™  '"•™  ■" 
about  Mr.  Cobbett  wl,-T  "^  '°'^''  ^""'^^  "ature 
could  exoreL     e!;        Z'  "°  ^^^^^  vehemence 

blows  upon    he  hlads"  ;"t,*'"''"'^  "'^  ''^^^^^ 
-nsers' or  When  potin,    '  ^  P°-  "  bo-ugh- 

casms  around,  his^e^^^^  3^'" '"^  '"' 
warmth  ;  as  though  heated  ,  .,  ,  """^^  °^ 
blood.  It  would  be  d  ffie  t  tli'  .  °™  '"^^''^ 
among  his  writing  which  '     >  ""^  °"=  ^^^^^ 

betray  honest    ,m  '     ^^  ^  '"=''>'«d,  did  not 

'™™edia::ro„™C°"V:^^^"°"  ^-  "-e  cause 
read,  to  recognize  the.  "1  ''""°'  ''""•  ^^  ^ou 
wasridieulourri-Iofh  ""'  ''™"'^'  ^hat  he 
than  could  be  exo!  t  d    f  7'"'' '"  "'''  '^  "°  "ore 
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and  sometimes  by  the  crowd,  ivas  not  of  that  sort 
typified  by  the  Napoleons  and  the  Masaniellos  of  h'fe 
No :  the  sword  laid  down,  and  the  helm  removed 
from  the  brow,  left  this  warrior  a  homely  citizen 
restmg  with  the  children,  and  the  birds,  the  fruits 
and  flowers,  and  the  sweetest  hospitalities. 

So,  old  age  brought  nothing  to  Mr.   Cobbett  of 
the  burthen.     "  Always  at  work  or  sleep,"  the  work 
he  did  at  seventy  years  of  age  was  not  excelled  in 
quality  by  that  of  any  previous  period  of  his  life  • 
and,  had  it   not  been  for  the  enforced  change  of 
habits  brought  about  by  his  attendance  in  parlia- 
ment,  he  might  have  lived  another  decade  or  so. 
He  had,  even,  enured  himself  to  noisy  Fleet  Street 
Speaking,   .somewhere,  of  his  upper  room  in  Bolt 
Court,  he  says, — 

"The  birds  sing  better,  and  sing  louder,  and 
more,  and  stronger  in  a  cage,  than  they  do  when 
at  large;"  adding  that  "the  best  pastorals  have 
been  written  in  smoky  garrets."  Naturally  enough, 
if  a  man  hath  a  garden  in  his  own  heart. 

But,  in  truth,  much  of  Cobbett's  wonderful  stay- 
ing-power  lay  in  his  splendid  mental  and  physical 
health.  An  active  and  temperate  existence,  in  which 
nothing  was  allowed  to  run  to  waste,  waided-off  the 
approaches  of  senility.  Excepting  only  a  tumour 
which  gave  some  trouble  for  a  ie^v  months^  during 

colilfr^-'"'''   "'"'   '"°""''   '^''   '"'"    ^^'-  C'i"e   attended    me. 
coming  to  Kcnsmgiou  twice  or  thrice  in  every  week.     When  I  had 
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1824,  he  harl   I  '■'^^^^ 

'ho'e..;  "'„;::  "°'';-f  -^  ■■"ness,.   beyond 

After  reachinV't"""^^   S'™'    c,Veu™,,ta„ces. 

boast  of  ridin,:  o  er  e  °""""'-'"'- '"  -""<  ^"" 
°'  do,-„,  a  da;r„  0^""' •'"''''"  ^°™Sest,. 
labourer,,.  *"  "S'"""  ''"^  one  of  his 

■■■™n::rjctf;r-^=.r"i.y-wor.^^ 

meals,    Cobbett    never  L„f      .  '"*^"'''  ''''' 

leisure  ti„e.     Social  ol  '°    ''"''«   ^^ 

to  have   been   a  llf    7'^' .''  ^"^'''  ™"W  ^^em 

VetHisbosp^ahln^slrid'^r-r- 

-en,  of  th        no  desZ      ;°-':''"'°^^''"«-  -• 
claim  the  privileges  of  ',;"'""''  "'"'  ™"'d 
can  upon  hL  .0  Cul/e  a     rof"'"'''"^^^'"P'  -'^ 
And,  of  all  .his  vigour  a'd,^!  T°'"^- 

or^ifirc^r^:---^^^^^^^^^^ 

c::^e?a:::^;;;\rst:r-,at.hich 
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the  period  of  his  death,  still  holds  good,  in  the 
Anglo-Saxon  breast :  why  his  character,  falling  so 
far  short  of  perfection,  is  still  counted  worthy  of  the 
lasting  honour  of  Englishmen.  For,  his  faults  were 
the  faults  of  his  race :  so  often  virtues  in  disguise. 
Coming  from  the  pure  Saxon  peasant  stock,  he 
caused  a  healthful  infusion  of  fresh  blood  into  the 
spirit  of  his  age,  and  so  brought  his  fellow-country- 
men  to  sec,  once  more,  the  native  energy,  and 
pugnacity,  and  honesty  of  purpose,  which  had  so 
often  won  the  battle  of  freedom,  now  brought  to 
bear  upon  new  conditions  and  new  circumstances. 
Thus  it  is,  that  the  thoughtful  and  unbiased  student 
looks  upon  Cobbett's  character  and  career.  Full  of 
faults,  it  is  no  incoherent  jumble  of  a  character, 
without  principles  and  without  light;  but  one 
having  brave  and  high  aims.  A  special  lot  in  life  ; 
which  must,  by  its  very  nature,  bring  upon  the  man 
some  measure  of  contumely  :  in  which  a  false  step 
or  two  would  count  against  him  a  thousandfold.  A 
special  career  ;  pursued  with  a  single  eye,  an  honest 
purpose,  and  a  persevering  heart.  A  life,  that  needs 
no  Apologist:  but  presenting  a  consistent  story; 
worthy  of  all  that  has  given  us  renown,  and  enabled 
us  to  dictate  the  principles  of  freedom  to  the  whole 
world. 

The  last  uneventful  years  of  Mr.  Cobbett's 
domestic  life  were  spent,  at  least  as  far  as  the  public 
demands  upon  his  time  would  allow,  among  the 
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farm  of  Barn  Flm  „  well-known  manor- 

years.     But    if  Th    T  ""P""  '"'  "^^^  -  f"- 

into   Surrey,  to  a  lo^  Vt  "    '''"^''    ''"rther 

Normandy  fa™"  dt'      '°"""'  "'"'''  "'  ^sh. 

»orou,H,.:;,e„crsrddd*"  °^  ^"^"■ 

golden  west)  lies  in  .  ,,'''''"'  departed  for  the 
w.-tl,  apoor  wetM",  ":'-^'  ""''-''"-"^d  district, 
a  .reat'deai  f  mo  i:"':'::  °"  ""''  '^^"''^'^ 
-•.edCo..ett.sseX~tr:'''-      ^""•' 

"I  took  a  farm,"  He  sni,.    ,•„  u-      , 
"for  several  purpoes:  ,r'l'"'  <='"'™«=«c  way, 
<••  the  end  of  my  days  in  thoJ  "■^'"^'  ""''  '°  «>'e 

'hem;  3.  To  make  the  .Te  alTo  :T"  "  "''"''  '  ''^«" 
by  smoke  and  confinement,  won  lie  itt"'  """"™'^'' 
a  complete  Tullian  farm  ■  1   t„       ,       ''''  ^-  ^'"'""ke 

5-  To  raise  garden  seeds'in^ft!  b"f "  "".T"^'  '^W'«  ^ 

cn,  Dest  possiole  manner." 

-entary  session,  there  werel  Se  t'     "'  ""'"" 
constitution   failing  him      JaZ  "'"'  °'  ""'^ 
somewhat  in  summer  "a'ch   no   ""  '''""' 
--  a  cough,  which^rS^-Lrtightt' 
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gradually  helped  to  bring  the  end  nearer.  A  visit 
to  Ireland,  in  1834,  seemed  to  be  undertaken  with 
all  his  old  powers ;  his  writing  and  his  humour 
were  as  good  as  ever.  But  the  following  winter 
proved  to  be  the  last,  and  the  early  months  of  the 
year  1835  were  a  constant  struggle  to  keep  up  to 
the  post  at  which  he  meant  to  die. 

Not  that  he  meant  to  die,  yet.     There  were  new 
plans,  only  a  month  before  Cobbett's  death,  which 
exhibited   anything  but  the  lapse  of  mental   or 
physical  power.     There  was  to  be  a  new  Cobbett's 
Evening  Journal,  a  special  feature  of  which  was  the 
full  publication  of  important   discussions  in  par- 
liament, which  were  not    elsewhere  faithfully   re- 
ported :  those  affairs,  viz.,  in  which  Hume,  and  the 
other  economists  beside  himself,  had  the  leading 
share. 

Also,  the  Register  was  to  be  dropped,  "  in  full 
blaze,"  on  his  next  birthday,  the  oth  of  March 
1836:— 

"  Then,  putting  out  the  Register,  at  the  end  of  the  91st 
volume,  I  shall .  .  .  have  time  to  write  a  history  of  my 
OWN  LIFE,  showing  the  progress  of  a  ploughboy  to  a  seat 
m  parliament ;  beginning  his  career  by  driving  the  rooks 
and  magpies  from  his  father's  pea-fields  and  his  mother's 
chicken-yard  ;  and  ending,  by  endeavouring  to  drive  the 
tithe  and  tax  devourers  from  the  fruits  of  the  labour  of 
his  industrious  countrymen." 
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It  was  in  the  month  of  June,  ,835,  that  Cobbett 
had  h.s  first,  and  last,  serious  illness 

He  still  dictated  material  for  the  Political 
mrf  T'  '  u™""""''  P"^°"^"y  *°  '"=Pect  his 
On  the   ,6th  h,s  eldest  son   (writing  to  a  friend) 

speaks  confidently  of  his  being  in  :  fair  way  o 
getting  strength  again;  and  there  was  no  very 
great  alarm  until  the  following  day.  A  sudden  ■ 
change  however,  occurred  on  that  morning  ■  his 
strength  gradually  wasted ;  and  on  the  ,8t'h  of 
June,  at  a  few  minutes  after  one  p.m.,  he  passed 
away,  as  gently  as  a  child  would  fall  asleep 
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Peter  Porcupine.     Philadelphia,  Mar.  1795.     PP-  vii.— 66. 

Sect.  I.  Observations  on  a  patriotic  pamphlet,  entitled  "Pro- 
ceedings of  the  United  Irishmen." 

Sect.  2.  Democratic  principles  illustrated  by  example. 

Sect.  3.  Democratic  memoirs ;  or  an  account  of  some  recent 
feats  performed  by  the  Frenchified  citizens  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

[London  Edition  of  [7]  and  [9]  printed  for  J.  Wright,  opposite 
Old  Bond  Street,  Piccadilly,  1797  :  A  Bone  to  Gnaw  for 
the  Democrats.  By  Peter  Porcupine,  author  of  the  Bloody 
Buoy,  &c.,  &c.     To  which  is  prefixed  A  Rod  for  the  Backs 
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ofacB  of  horrid  barb.ri.y  ,",cha,;h   '       "'  "'•"°"  ■"  "  """'''»* 

titled,      A„„akofIilo„d;oranAutheMicRelatio„,"Sc.] 
M.  The  Censor,  No.  2.     Philadelphia,  March,  ,796. 

15.  The  Censor,  No.  3.     Philadelphia,  April,  ,796. 

16.  The  Censor,  No.  4.     Philadelphia,  May,  ,796. 

joh2J^L!^hre:s:rLirL:.fr°h"  '"-r' '» «'■ 

.he  person  of  hi,  ,e„a„,'  W  E  Cobbet,      WiS  ""''  7''"'' 1° 
sa..^  Philadelphia,  ...,o„  .he  Cp  JlnvlZ^rh:?,: 

X  2 
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i8.  The  Life  and  Adventures  ok  Peter  Porcupine,  with 
a  full  and  fair  account  of  all  his  authoring  transactions ;  being  a  sure 
and  infallible  guide  for  all  enterprising  young  men  who  wish  to  make 
a  fortune  by  writing  pamphlets. —  "Now  you  lying  varltts,  you  shall 
see  how  a  plain  tale  will  put  you  down." — Shakespeare.  Phila- 
delphia, Aug.  1796. 

19.  The  Censor,  No.  5.    Philadelphia,  Sept.  1796. 

[Contents  : — Life  of  Thomas  Paine,  interspersed  with  remarks 
and  reflections.  Remarks  on  the  pamphlets  lately  published 
against  Peter  Porcupine.] 

20.  The  Gros  Mousqueton  Diplomatique  ;  or  diplomatic 
blunderbuss.  Containing  Citizen  Adet's  notes  to  the  Secretarj'  of 
State ;  as  also  his  cockade  proclamation,  with  a  preface.  Phila- 
delphia, Oct.  1796. 

[A  compilation,  with  short  preface,  to  pave  the  way  for  the  next 
Censor.] 

21.  The  Censor,  No.  6.     Philadelphia,  N  ;"   1796. 
[Remarks  on  the  Blunderbuss.] 

22.  The  Censor,  No.  7.     Philadelphia,  Dec.  1796. 

[Contents  : — Remarks  on  the  debates  in  Congress. — A  letter 
to  the  infamous  Tom  Paine,  in  answer  to  his  letter  to 
General  Washington.] 

3.  The  Censor,  No.  8.     Philadelphia,  Jan.  1797. 

24.  Porcupine's  Gazette  :  daily  newspaper.  Philadelphia, 
March  4,  1797 — Dec.  1799.  A  farewell  number  was  issued  to  the 
subscribers,  from  New  York,  in  Jan.  1800. 

25.  The  Republican  Judge  ;  or,  the  American  liberty  of  the 
press,  as  exhibited,  explained,  and  exposed,  in  the  base  and  partial 
prosecution  of  William  Cobbett,  for  a  pretended  libel  against  the 
King  of  Spain  and  his  ambassador,  before  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Pennsylvania.  With  an  Address  to  the  people  of  England.  Phila- 
delphia, Nov.  1797. 

26.  Detection  of  a  Conspiracy  formed  by  the  United 
Irishmen,  with  the  evident  intention   of  aiding  the  tyrants  of 
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France  in  subverting  the  Government  of  the   United   States  of 
America.     Philadelphia,  May,  1798. 

27.  \.Al,n\igmcnt.^  The  CANNinAL's  Progress  ;  or  the  dreadful 
horrors  of  French  invasion,  as  displayed  by  the  Republican  officers 
ar.d  sold.crs,  m  their  perfuiy,  rapacity,  ferociousness,  and  brutality, 
exerc.s|ed  towards  the  innocent  inhabitants  of  Germany.  AbridJd 
from  the  translation  of  Anthony  Aufrere,  Esq.     Philadelphia,  June, 

[Introductory  Address,  by  the  Editor.] 

:58  Remarks  on  the  Explanation,  lately  published  by  Dr 
Pnestley,  respectmg  the  intercepted  letters  of  his  friend  and  disciple, 
John  H.  Stone.  To  which  is  added,  a  Certificate  of  Civism  for 
Joseph  Pr^stley,  jun.     By  Peter  Porcupine.     Philadelphia,   1799. 

29.  The  Trial  of  Republicanism;  or  a  series  of  political 
papers,  provmg  the  injurious  and  debasing  consequences  of  Repub- 
lican Government,  and  written  Constitutions.  With  an  introductory 
address  to  the  Hon.  Taomas  Erskine,  Esq.     Philadelphia.   Tune 

1799.  r         >    J  , 

30.  A  Concise  and  Comprehensive  History  of  Prince 
SuvvoRow's  Campaign  in  Italy,  in  the  Year  1799  Phila- 
delphia,  Jan.  i8oo. 

31-  The  Rushlight  ;  by  the  help  of  which  wayward  and  dis- 
affected  Britons  may  see  a  complete  specimen  of  the  baseness 
dishonesty,  ingratitude,  and  perfidy  of   Republicans,    and  of  the 
profligacy,    injustice,    and    tyranny  of    Republican    Governments 
By  Peter  Porcupine.     Five  numbers.      New  York,   Feb  — Aoril 
1800.     pp.  258.  ^l->i", 

The  Rushlight,   No.    6.      London  and  New  York,  August 
1800.     pp.  51.  '       fa     > 

[An  Address  to  the  People  of  England. 
To  the  People  of  the  United  States  of  America.  ] 

32.  The    Porcupine;    daily  newspaper. 
iSoo.  .  .  (?)  Nov.  i8ci. 


London,   Oct.    30, 


r  i 


3*0 


APPENDIX. 


h         I 


33.  Porcupine's  Works  ;  containing  various  writings  and  sclec 
tions,  exhil)iting  a  faithful  picture  iif  tlic  United  States  of  America; 
of  tiieir  governments,  laws,  politics  and  resources  ;  of  the  characters 
of  their  presidents,  governors,  legislators,  magistrates,  an<l  military 
men  ;  and  of  the  customs,  manners,  morals,  religion,  virtues,  and 
vices  of  the  people  ;  comprising  also  a  complete  series  of  historical 
documents  and  remarks,  from  the  end  of  the  war,  in  1783,  to  the 
election  of  the  president,  in  March,  i8oi.  Uy  William  c'ohbett. 
In  twelve  volumes.     London,  1801.     8vo. 

[The  contents  of  the  first  eleven  vohmics  include  those  of  the 

abovc-enumerated  jiublications  under  articles  6—31,  with  the 

addition  of  complementary  matter  : — 
A  summary  view  of  the  politics  of  the  United  States  from  the 

close  of  the  war  to  the  year  1794. 
Account  of  the  insurrection  in  the  western  counties  of  Pennsyl. 

vania,  in  1794. 
A  summary  of  the  proceedings  in  Congress,  during  the  session 

which  commenced  on  the  4th  of  November,  1794. 
Proceedings  relative  to  the  British  treaty. 
An  analysis  of  Randolph's  Vindication. 
Miscellaneous  State  Pajjers  [French  depredations  ;   Washing. 

ton's  retirement ;  impeachment  of  Wm.  Blount,  &c.] 
Miscellaneous  Anecdotes. 
Selections  from  Porcupines  Gazette. 
The  twelfth  volume  contains  a  series  of  historical  documents 

and  remarks,  from  Dec.  1799  to  March  1801 ;  some  of  which 

are  extracted  from  the  London  Porcupine.  ] 

34.  A  Collection  of  Facts  and  Observations,  reiatt"e 
TO  the  Peace  with  Bonaparte,  chiefly  extracted  from  the 
Porcupvr,  and  including  Mr.  Cobbett's  letters  to  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury.  To  which  is  added,  an  appendix,  containing  the  divers  con- 
ventions, treaties,  state-papers,  and  despatches  connected  with  the 
subject ;  together  with  extracts  from  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr. 
Fox,  and  Lord  Hawkesbury,  respecting  Bonaparte  and  a  peace 
with  France.  By  William  Cobbett.  London,  Nov.  2,  i8oi.  8vo 
pp.  231— Ixiii. 


35-  Letters  to  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Adding, 
ton,  Chancellor  of  His  Majesty's  Exchequer,  on  the  fatal  effects  of 
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the  peace  with  Huonai)arte,  particularly  with  respect  to  the  colonies 
the  commerce,  the  manufactures,  and  the  constitution  of  the  United' 
Knigiiom.     By  William  Coiibett.     London,  January,  1802.     8vo. 
[Those  two  articles  [34,  35]  were  reproduced,  in  part,  under  the 
following  title:    "Letters  to   the   Right    Honourable    Lord 
Hawkesbury,  and  to  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Adding- 
ton,  on  the  peace  with   Buonaparte,  to  which   is  added   an 
appendix,  containing  a  collection  (now  greatly  enlarged)  of  all 
the  conventions,  treaties,  speeches,  ami  other  documents  con- 
nected  with   the  subject.      By  William  Cobbett.      Seccmd 
Edition.     London,  January,  1802.J 

36.  CouiiETT's  Weekly  Political  Register.  London  Tan. 
uary,  1803— June,  1835.  ' 

[Fortnightly  in  Jan.  1803,  afterwards  weekly,  except  April  12 
to  July  s,  1817  ;  Mar.  21,  May  2,  June  27,  Aug.  15,  Oct. 
17,  24,31,  Nov.  7,  14,  1818;  Aug.  21,  Oct.  16,  Nov.  20 
27,  1819;  Feb.  26,  Mar.  4,  u,  18,  1820-alI  of  which  were 
missed.  Price  lOr/.,  occasionally  \s.,  until  October,  1816, 
thence  2d.  till  Jan.  6,  1820  (July  to  October,  1816,  reprinted 
in  cheap  form);  dd.  from  Jan.  15,  1820  to  Dec.  1827- 
Id.  from  Jan.  1828;  \s.  from  Oct.  30,  1830;  \s.  2d.  from' 
Jan.  8,  1831.] 

The  first  four  vols.  i^Cohbetfs  Atmnal  Register  on  title)  published 
with  supplements  of  state  papers,  &c. 

Coobett's  lV,v/dy  Political  Pamp/ild,  on  and  after  Feb.  15  1817- 
again  called  Cob/n-tt's  Weekly  Political  Register  in  the  following 
year. 

Cobbett' s  Weekly  Register  in  April,  1821. 

Cobbetfs  Weekly  Political  Register,  during  and  after  1828. 

Many  articles  were  reprinted  from  the  Register,  and  published 
separately.     The  most  important  were  :— 

Rural  Rides  in  the  counties  of  Surrey,  Kent,  Sussex,  Hamp- 
shire,  Wiltshire,  Gloucestershire,  Herefordshire,  W^orccstershire, 
Somersetshire,  Oxfordshire,  Berkshire,  Essex,  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  and 
Hertfordshire  ;  with  economical  and  political  observations  relative 
to  matters  applicable  to,  and  illustrated  by  the  state  of  those  counties 
respectively.    London,  1830.     i2mo.     pp.  668. 

CoiiHETT's  Tour  in  Scotland,  and  in  the  four  northern 
counties  of  England :  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  1832.  London, 
1S33.     I2nio.     pp.  264. 
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[The  Re^ster  was  continued,  at  intervals,  after  Cobbett's  death. 
It  appeared  as  late  as  September,  1836.] 

37.  \T)anslation.'\  The  Empire  of  Germany  divided  into  depart- 
ments, under  the  prefecture  of  the  Elector  of .     To  which  is 

prefixed,  a  memoir  on  the  political  and  military  state  of  the  conti- 
nent, written  by  the  same  author.  Translated  from  the  French  by 
William  Cobbett.    Preface  by  the  translator.     London,  Jan.  1803. 

[Also  printed  in  the  Supplement  to  vol.  2  of  the  Register. '\ 

38.  Cobbett's  Parliamentary  Debates.  London,  Dec. 
1803,  &c. 

[In  the  year  1812  this  work  passed  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  T.  C. 
Hansard,  and  new  titles  were  given  to  all  volumes  from  the 
commencement  issued  after  that  date  : — "The  Parliamentary 
Debates  from  the  year  1803  to  the  present  time  ;  forming  a 
continuation  of  the  work  entitled,  '  The  Parliamentary  His- 
tory of  England  from  the  earliest  period  to  the  present 
time.' "  An  advertisement,  inserted  in  reprints  of  the  first 
volume,  explained  the  alteration  to  the  public: — "London, 
Oct.  1812.  Ml".  Cobbett  having  disposed  of  his  interest  in 
this  work,  it  is  now  continued  under  the  general  title  of  'The 
Parliamentary  Debates;'"  and  proceeded  to  state  that  the 
general  conduct  of  the  work  was  not  in  any  respect  affected 
by  the  alteration.] 

39.  The  Political  Proteus.  A  view  of  the  public  character 
and  conduct  of  R.  B.  Sheridan,  Esq.,  as  exhibited  in,  I.  Ten  letters 
to  him ;  H.  Selections  from  his  parliamentary  speeches  froni  the 
commencement  of  the  French  Revolution  ;  HL  Selections  from  his 
speeches  at  the  Whig  club,  and  at  other  public  meetings.  By  William 
Cobbett.     London  Jan.  1804.     8vo.      pp.  388. 

[The  letters  had  previously  appeared  in  the  Register,  J 

40.  \Compilation.'\  Cobbett's  Spirit  of  the  Public  Jour- 
nals for  the  Year  1804.     London,  Jan.  1805.     pp.  xx. — 1219. 

["Letters,  Essays,  &c. ,  taken  from  the  English, American,  and 
French  journals  for  the  year  1804,  the  subjects  being  all  of 
that  nature  which  render  them  interesting  to  the  politician."] 


i 


i 


41.  Cobbett's  Parliamentary  History  of  England,  from 


;r  Cobbett's  death. 


ivided  into  depart- 
— .  To  which  is 
state  of  the  conti- 
om  the  French  by 
)ndon,  Jan.  1803. 

the  Register. "] 
London,    Dec. 

ands  of  Mr.  T.  C. 
[  voUimes  from  the 
rhe  Parliamentary 

time  ;  forming  a 
'arhamentary  His- 
d  to  the  present 
prints  of  the  first 
ibhc: — "London, 

of  his  interest  in 
neral  title  of  '  The 

to  state  that  the 
ny  respect  affected 


;  public  character 
in,  L  Ten  letters 
speeches  from  the 
Jelections  from  his 
tings.  By  William 

^egtster.'] 

E  Public  Jour- 
p.  XX. — 1219. 

5h,  American,  and 
)jects  being  all  of 
o  the  politician."] 

'  England,  from 


APPENDIX. 


313 

the  Norman  Conquest,  in  1066,  to  the  year  1803,  from  which  last- 

H  r 'r!?.  T?  "  •'  '°"''""'^  downwards  in  the  work  entitled, 
Cobbett  s  Parliamentary  Debates."    London  Oct.  1806. 

[The  tenth  and  succeeding  volumes  are  called,  "  The  Parlia- 
mentary History  of  England."] 

42.  ConBETT's  Complete  Collection  of  State  Trials  and 

frZT    f  r"    i^"^.  '^^'■'"'°"  ""^^  °'^''  C"-"^^  ^"^l  Misdemeanors 
from  the  Earliest  Period  to  the  Present  Time.     London,  1809,  &c. 

[After  the  tenth  volume,  when  Cobbett's  interest  in  the  publi- 
cation  had  been  transferred,  the  title  ran:-" A  complete 
collection  ....  to  the  present  time.  With  notes  and  other 
illustrations.     Compiled  by  T.   B.    Howell,  Esq.,   F.R.S. 

Vols.XXn.-.XXXnL:-«'    ....  and  continued  from 

i^  ^.f, ) "^f^  '°  ^^^  P'^'^"'  '™^-  ^y  Thomas  Jones  Howell 
Esq."  Vol.  XXXIV:-«'General  index  to.  .  .  .  By  David 
Jardme,  Esq.,  of  the  Middle  Temple,  Barrister-at-law."] 

43.  [Preface,  &c.]  An  Essay  on  Sheep,  intended  chiefly  to  pro- 
mote  the  introduction  and  propagation  of  merinos  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  .  .  .  By  R.  R.  Livingston.  Printed  by  order 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York.  London,  reprinted : 
with  a  preface  and  explanatory  notes  by  William  Cobbett.     181 1. 

44-  Paper  AGAINST  Gold,  and  Glory  against  Prosperity 
Or,  an  account  of  the  rise,  progress,  extent,  and  present  state  of  the 
funds  and  of  the  paper-money  of  Great  Britain ;  and  also  of  the 
situation  of  that  country  as  to  its  debt  and  other  expenses  ;  its  navi- 
gation, commerce  and  manufactures ;  its  taxes,  population,  and 
paupers;  drawn  from  authentic  documents,  and  brought  down  to 
the  end  of  the  year  1814.  In  two  volumes.  By  William  Cobbett 
London,  18x5.    pp.  viii.— 523,  and  iv.— 100— cxxvii. 

[The  title  slightly  altered,  in  a  later  issue,  with  an  Introduction, 
dated  1817  : — 

Paper  against  Gold  ;  or  the  History  and  Mystery  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  of  the   Debt,  of  the  Stocks,  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
and   of  all  the  other  tricks  and  contrivances,  carried  on  by  the 
means  of  Paper  Money.     Svo.     Columns  viii. -470  :   and  i2mo 
pp.  xvai.  —332. 
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"A   Preliminary  part  of  Paper  against  Gold,"  consisting  of 
essays  written  between  1803  and  1806,  was  published  in  1821.] 

'  45.  A  Year's  Residence  in  the  United  States  of  America. 
Treating  of  the  face  of  the  country,  the  climate,  the  soil,  the  pro- 
ducts, the  mode  of  cultivating  the  land,  the  prices  of  lands,  of 
labour,  of  food,  of  raiment ;  of  the  expenses  of  housekeeping,  and 
of  the  usual  manner  of  living  ;  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  the 
people ;  and  of  the  institutions  of  the  country,  civil,  political,  and 
religious.  In  three  parts.  By  William  Cobbett;  London,  1818. 
8vo.     pp.  viii.— 610 ;  also  i2mo,  pp.  370. 

46.  A  Grammar  of  the  English  Language,  in  a  series  of 
letters.  Intended  for  the  use  of  schools  and  of  young  persons  in 
general ;  but,  more  especially  for  the  use  of  soldiers,  sailors,  ap- 
prentices, and  plough-boys.  By  William  Cobbett.  London,  1818. 
pp.  iv. — 186. 

47.  Cobbett's  Evening  Post.  Daily  newspaper;  London, 
Jannary  29, — April  i,  1820. 

48.  The  American  Gardener  ;  or  a  treatise  on  the  situation, 
soil,  fencing,  and  laying-out  of  gardens;  on  the  making  and 
managing  of  hot-beds  and  green-houses  ;  and  on  the  propagation 
and  cuUivation  of  the  several  sorts  of  table  vegetables,  herbs,  fruits, 
and  flowers.     London,  1821.     Par.  391  (not  paged). 

49.  Cobbett's  Monthly  Religious  Tracts.  London, 
i82i~22 ;  afterwards.  Twelve  Sermons  on,  i.  Hypocrisy  and 
Cruelty;  2.  Drunkenness;  3-  Bribery;  4-  The  Rights  of  the  Poor ; 
5.  Unjust  Judges ;  6.  The  Sluggard ;  7-  Murder  ;  8.  Gaming ; 
9.  Public  robbery;  10.  The  Unnatural  Mother ;  n.  Forbidding 
marriage;  12.  Parso"s  and  Tithes.  By  William  Cobbett.  i2mo. 
pp.  295  ;  a  later  edition,  pp.  240. 

To  these  was  subsequently  added  : 

Good  Friday,  or  the  murder  of  Jesus  Christ  by  the  Jews,  pp.  24. 

50.  Cottage  Economy  :  containing  information  relative  to  the 
»^rewing  of  beer,  making  of  bread,  keeping  of  cows,  pigs,  bees,  ewes, 
goats,  poultry,  and  rabbits,  and  relative  to  other  matters  deemed 
useful  in  the  conducting  of  the  affairs  of  a  labourer's  family ;  to 
which  are  added,  instructions  relulivc  to  the  selecting,  the  culling, 
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and  the  bleaching  of  the  plants  of  English  grass  and  grain,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  hats  and  bonnets  ;  and  also  instructions  for 
erectmg  and  using  ice-houses,  after  the  Virginian  manner.  By 
WilhamCobJjett.     London,  1821.      I'ar.  265  (no^  paged). 

51.  CoDHETT's  Collective  Commentaries  :  or,  remarks  on 
the  proceedings  in  the  collective  wisdom  of  the  nation,  durin-  the 
session  which  began  on  the  5th  of  February,  and  ended  on  the  6th 
of  August,  in  the  3rd  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Fourth 
and  m  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1822  ;  being  the  third  session  of  the 
first  parliament  of  that  king.  To  which  are  subjoined,  a  complete 
list  of  the  acts  passed  during  the  session,  with  elucidations  ;  and 
other  notes  and  matters  ;  forming,  altogether,  a  short,  but  clear 
history  of  the  collective  wisdom  for  the  year.  London,  1822 
pp.  320. 

[Mostly  from  daily  contributions  to  the  Statesman  newspaper.] 

52.  irreface,  &c.]  The  Horse-hoeing  Husbandry  :  or,  a 
treatise  on  the  principles  of  tillage  and  vegetation,  wherein  is  taught 
a  method  of  introducing  a  sort  of  vineyard  culture  into  the  corn- 
fields,  in  order  to  increase  their  product  and  diminish  the  common 
expenses.     By  Jethro  Tull,  of  .Shalborne  in  the  County  of  Berks. 

To  which  is  prefixed,  an  introduction,  explanatory  of  some  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  the  history  and  division  of  the  work; 
and  containing  an  account  of  certain  experiments  of  recent  date' 
By  Willam  Cobbett.     London,  1822.     8vo.     pp.  xix.— 332. 

53.  CoBBETT's  French  Grammar  ;  or  plain  instntctions  for 
the  learning  of  French.     London,  1823. 

[A  book  of  exercises  was  added  (1834),  by  James  P.  Cobbett.] 

54.  A  History  of  the  Protestant  Reformation  in 
England  and  Ireland:  showing  how  that  event  has  im- 
poverished  and  degraded  the  main  body  of  the  people  in  those 
countries.  In  a  series  of  letters,  addressed  to  all  sensible  and  just 
Englishmen.  By  William  Cobbett.  London,  1824-25.  i2mo 
478  par.  ;  and  8vo.  ' 

A  second  Part ;  containing  a  list  of  the  abbeys,  ppories,  nun- 
neries, hospitals,  and  other  religious  foundations,  in  England 
and  Wales,  and  in  Ireland,  confiscated,  seized  on,  or  alienated, 
by  the  Protestant  "Reformation"  Sovereigns  and  Parlia- 
meats.     London,  1S27. 
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55-  The  Woodlands  •  nr  o  f     .• 
fo'-  planting ;  «„  the  planting ;  on  ttTuh"  ')"  ''"P'^""^  °^^-°""d 
a-Hl  on  the  cutting  duwn  of  fo  est  t    es t    '     ,"^' '  °"  "^'^  1-""'"^; 
the  u.s,..al  growth  and  size   nn,I  thl  r    ""'''^"^""'l^ ;  clescribiit 

of  each,  the  .season  an.,  n.^  '  ye^Lt^'^^^-^'  ^^  ^-e,  the  seed 
of  preserving  and  of  sowing  i  Tnj^^^'^^  ^'^^  --'-  'he  manner 
the  young  plants  until  f.t  to  pbnt  om  h  ""'""""  "^  '"^naging 
alphabetical  order,  and  the  list  of  hem'  '^J  'T  '""^  ^'•'''^"^'^^  ^n 
-  well  as  those  of  England  and  the  r'"'-'"^  """  °'  ^'"^"^^ 
name  being  prefixed  to^he  di  ett  L  "f '?'  '''■'-'"'^'''  ''^"'^  ^^'i" 
g^cnve^^B,  William  Cobbett;rd:::i^^^^ 

1826.     ,2mo.     pp.  72.  ^^'''    ^'^e    l^attles.       London, 

-e  ^  ^^SrZ^^  --;-He  .itchen  garden, 
calendar,   giving    instructions   reL-i  ve    1    t  •''■'^-      ^^'"^    ^ 

Pnmmgs,  and  other  labours,   to  be  ner  ,  '°'""^'''  V\^ni\r^g,. 

each  month  of  the  year.     By  W^iam  Tit  '"  ''^  ^•'^^'^^"•^'   *" 
Svoandramo.     pp.  405.      ""^  "^'"'^"^  Cobbett.     London,  1827. 

i_An  enlargement  of  "Tfi     a 
parts  adapted  to  the  Englist  dimTte].''"'""' ''  ^'''^  ^-^-" 

58.  A  Treatise  ON  CoiiriETT'sCoRv  .  .  •  • 
propagating  and  cultivating  the  phm  .^.'d?  T"^  >"structions  for 
servmg  the  crop  ;  and  also  an  account  "f,  ^  """'"-"  ^"^  I-- 
the  produce  is  applied,  with  mi  ute  dtculr  ■'?'"'  '""  '^^h'^''^ 
of  apphcation.  By  William  clt^^  i  T'"' '^ '''''' ^^"^^ 
Par.  203.  ^ooDett.      London,    1828.      i2mo. 

[The  title-page  and  "contents"  were  Dri.f.^ 
from  the  com.  J  P"'"^^  on  paper  .-r.ade 

^'isi^TrlitVrrtTer  ;^"^^    HOMAN  HtSTOHv.    in' 
Actium,  selected  frl^hT     st  auT^""  °'  ^^"^  ^°  '^^  '^^«'      f 
series  of  questions  at  the  e  dT  Xha".'  "'^°'""'  ^"^  ^ 
schools  and  young  persons  in  genera]      2    v     ,   ^  ''^  "^^  "^ 
Cobbett;  the  French  by  J.  H^St  ^"^'"'^  by  William 

pp.  ix.-26s.  London,  1828.     i2mo. 
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60.  The  Emigrants'  Guide  ;  in  ten  letters  addressed  to  the 
tax.payers  of  England ;  containing  information  of  every  kind 
necessary  to  persons  who  are  al,out  to  emigrate  ;  including  several 
authentic  and  most  mteresting  letters  from  English  emigrants,  now 
m  America,  to  their  friends  in  England  ;  and  an  account  of  the 
prices  of  house  and  land,  recently  obtained  from  America  by  Mr. 
Cobbett.     By  William  Cobbett.     London,  1828.     i2mo.    pp.  ,68. 

6i    Advice  to  Young  Men,  and  (incidentally)  to  young  women, 
m  the  middle  and  higher  ranks  of  life  :  in  a  series  of  letters  ad! 
dressed  to  a  youth,   a  bachelor,    a  lover,   a  husband,  a  father,  a 
citizen,  or  a  subject.     By  William  Cobbett.    London.  1830.     lamo 
"'"•  355-  *-""o. 

62.  A  Spelling-book,  with  appropriate  lessons  in  reading,  and 
with  a  stepping-stone  to  English  grammar.     By  William  Cobbett 
London,  183 1.     i2mo.     pp.  iv.— 185. 

(>l.  Eleven  Lectures  on  the  French  and  Belgian  Revo- 
LUTIong,  and  English  boroughmongering,  delivered  in  the  theatre 
of  the  Rotunda,  Blackfriars  Bridge.  By  William  Cobbett  with  a 
portrait.     London,  1830.     8vo. 

64.  Cobbett's  Plan  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  addressed 
to  the  young  men  of  England.     London.  1830. 

65.  Cobbett's  Manchester  Lectures,  in  support  of  his  four- 
teen  reform  propositions  .... 

To  which  is  subjoined,  a  letter  to  Mr.  O'Connell.  on  his  speech 
made  in  Dublin,  on  the  4th  Jan.  1832,  against  the  proposition  for 
the  establishing  of  poor  laws  in  Ireland.     London,  18  ?2      i2mo 
pp.  xii.— 179. 

66.  A  Geographical  Dictionary  of  England  and  Wai  es  • 
containing  the  names,  in  alphabetical  order,  of  all  the  counties' 
with  their  several  subdivisions  into  hundreds,  lathes,  rapes,  wapen^ 
takes,  wards,  or  divisions  ;  and  an  account  of  the  distribution 'of 
the  counties  into  circuits,  dioceses,  and  parliamentary  divisions 
Also,  the  names  (under  that  of  each  county  respectively)  in  alpha'- 
betical  order,  of  all  the  cities,  boroughs,  market  towns,  vilifies 
hamlets,  and  tithings.  with  the  distance  of  each  from  London  or 
from  the  nearest  market  town,  and  with  the  population,  and  ot'ner 
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interesting  particulars  relative  to  each  •   h«- 1         ,  •  , 
•"aps;  first,  one  of  the  whole  CO  mtrv.;  '^"'"'^^  ^^'"<^h   there  are 
of  the  counties  relatively  to  eac    "Lr     a^T^.H  "  '"'^'  ^''"^^'- 
also  preceded  by  a  n^apfsho:  4  t  the^rL  2'  '"'  T""''  '' 
situations  of  the  cities,  boroui^h.   .n.Y      ^'^'"^  ""^""er,  the  local 
are  added  ;  first,  a  statls  .^I  tfb  ;  J  „Te       'T''     ^^°'  ^  ^^^^^es 
tables,  showing  the  new  divilw       V^    ?"""^''  ''^"^  ''^^"  t^ree 
reform-Iaw  of  ^4tl    Tune      8^7.'"^'';^"^"*'°"^  ^"^<='^d  by  the 
'832.     8vo.     pp^xix".-s?7!-     ^^  W'"'-  Cobbett.      London, 

V'Uh  an  introduction  (pp.  xx^"  ;V;^filiaXT;tr  "^^'  ^^^3, 


2  vols. 


P-l.     London,  ,835.     .fZ;   pi!,,'  "'"'"""'"  ">  »  Rotel 

73-    CobbeTT's  LegaPV  rn  Pppt 
what  the  right  honourable  baronet  wiir''"  '"^"'l-y  ^'*  respect  to 
Commons,  with  Ireland,  ^TLt^Zry^'V^''''''''  '' 
senters,withtheswar.3ofpensioneSt^^rtL^^tw^^^^^^^^ 


'liich  there  are 
local  situation 
each  county  is 
nner,  the  local 
-  Foi  r  tables 
and  then  three 
enacted  by  the 
ett.      London, 


D  Banking : 
printed,  1833, 
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and  the  army,   with   the  currency  and  the  debt.     In   six  letters 
London,  1835.     iSmo.  ^twtr?,. 

thin,  called  church  prop^y.  ^eafer  tC  h^d  sse^.u  ^ hLt'f 

ortirA  f  ?•  °"^'r  ""^^'  °^°"S^' ''--  -^  to  b  a'eparatio:^ 
of  the  Church  from  the  State?  L.  six  letters,  addresse  d'o  the 
church-parsons  m  general,  includingthe  cathedral  and  college  clel 
and  the  bishops  W.th  a  dedication  to  Blomfield,  Bishop  of  Lof 
don.     London,  1835.     l6mo.     pp.  192.  ^      ^°"" 
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cVu  (Charles,     ,st     Karon 
Colchester)-his   conferences, 
after     church,"    with     Mr 
Perceval,  n.  49,  uq. 

Philadelphia,  i.  194. 
Adam   (Will,am)-C.'s  counsel 
on  hrst  Government  prosecu- 
tion,  1.  307.  ^ 

Adams  (John),  President  of  U  S 
— C.  supports  his  administra- 
tion,  I.  187. 

Addington  (Henry.  1st  Viscount 
bidmouth)  becomes  Premier 
1-271;  C.'s  letters  to  him  on 
the  peace,  279 ;  his  incapacity 
as  a  statesman,  302;  bestows 
a  sinecure  upon  his  son,  ^27  ■ 
other  references,  ii.  170,  178 

Adet  (Pierre  AO,  French  eiwoy 
to  America,  i.  i8r 

Agricultural  interest-its    trou- 
bles,  u.  153,  154,  259. 

Amenca-The  War  of  Indepen- 
dence,  1  ,6;  Raynal  and 
other  writers  mvoke  interest 
in  Europe  concerniiifr  the 
country,  96 ;  current  politi- 
cal  condition  in  the  United 
States,  121 ;  rise  of  the  two 
great  parties,  122;  treaty  with 

u^  u^\  ?^7.  138 ;  flogging 
abolished  in  the  States,  ii^ 
133  ;  the  war  of  1812  and  its 
effects,     198;     c.'s    writings 


again  attract  notice  in  Ame- 
rica, 200. 

Andre  (Major)_exhumation  of 
his  remains,  ii.  218. 

Andrews's  "British  Journalism" 
-^juoted,  11.  117. 

Anti-Cobbett  literature,  i.  n6 
172,  174,  177.  189,  303;  ii.' 
43.46  47,  48,  55,  56,  iro, 
260:     ^  '     '''''    ^'^'    243. 

AntNGallicanism  in  London,  i. 

Anti-Jacobinism,    i.     13,.    ,^,^ 

Astley  (Sir'j.),  ii.  65. 
Attwood   (Thomas),    M.P    for 
liirmmgham,  ii.  286. 


VOL.   IL 


Bache  (Benjamin  F.)-his  Phi- 
iadelphia  newspaper,   i.    1,0 
^c.;  notice  of  his  family,  I  c,: 
his  editorial  virulence,  204.     ' 

^'';.f''/7  (Richard),    newsman, 
"•59,76,114,126. 

Baker  (Rev.  Richard),  the"  Bot. 
iey  parson,"  ii.  74,  ,50,  i„ 

Bamford(SamueI)-his''S- 
lections    quoted,  ii.  156. 

cT  ^^ZJ^°^^)  supports 
^-  s  candidature  for  parlia- 
ment,  li.  252.  ^ 

Beloe(Rev.VVm.),i.  237,  ,5,, 
Y 


I    I 


■     *il 


U2 


INDEX, 


tighter,  ii.  47. 

Cjovernoiof  Tcu- 


Bcnbow  (Win.)  a  suricrer  uii  Icr 

the  I'rcss  l.a-.vs,  ii.  206. 
Bcntliain    (Jeremy)    (lUDteil,    i. 

197.    306;  cunlrilniies  lo  the 

London  ]\'i-ciipiih\  276. 
Berkeley  (Admiral  Sir  (Jeorge), 

i.  23. 
liiblioyraphy,  ii.  305. 
iJirklieck  (Morris) — his  cmigra- 

tion  scheme,  ii.  205. 
Blaj;d.)n   (F.    W.)  — his    Weekly 

J'olitkal  R,    •         ■■ 
Blount  (\Vm 

nessee,  i.  207. 
Booksellers  and  Aulliors,  i.  117, 

15^!  ''•  77- 

BosvilleiCohincl),  parliamentary 
reformer,  ii.  11,  146. 

Botley,  Hants— C.  visits  there, 
i.  316  ;  settles  t'lere,  ii.  i  ■  its 
situaiicjn,  2  ;  rural  sports,  lStc, 
5.  20. 

Bouverie  (William  Pleydell,  3rd 
Earl  of  Radnor)  — his  close 
friendship  with  C,  ii.  23; 
notice  of  him,  •/;.  ;  Commons 
motion  for  inquiry  into  Cor- 
ruption, 49;  his  plantings  at 
Coleshill,  231  ;  attends  on  be- 
half of  C.  at  his  trial,  264  ;  his 
letter  in  support  of  C.'s  candi- 
dature at  Manchester,  277  j 
other  references,  97,  112. 

Bowles  (John),  Anti-Jacobin 
writer,  i.  241,  263. 

Bradford  (Thomas),  bookseller 
and  printer,  of  Philadelphia- 
notice  of  family,  i.  loi  ;  his 
business  relations  with  C,  116, 
139,  146,  175. 

Brand  (Rev.  John),  i.  263. 

Brissot  de  Warville  (Jean  Pierre) 
— his  American  Travels  quoted, 
i.  97.  98. 

British  Critic,  introduces  C.'s 
American  writings  to  the 
English  public,  i.  233 ;  re- 
cants, 291. 
Brougham  (Henry,  ist  Lord),  ii. 
48,  132,  223,  267. 


Budd  (John)  succeeds  to  C.'s 
book-sho]!  in  Pall  Mall,  i. 
30S ;  is  prosecuted  with  C, 
ii.  114,  126. 

Buonaparte  (Napoleon)— altc„  • 
nations  of  public  feeling  con- 
cerning him,  i.  290. 

Burdett  (Sir  Francis),  i.  312  ;  C. 
begins  to  su))port  him,  320  ; 
elected  M.P.  lor  Westminster, 
ii.  29  J  his  popularity,  64  ;  is 
sent  to  the  Tower,  no,  in; 
his  endeavours  against  military 
'!".%''"«:.  '3°;  advances  mo- 
ney to  c:.,  146,  218;  his  half- 
hearledness  in  the  Reform 
cause,  179,  256. 


Cali.k.M)er  (James  Thomson) 
— notice  of  him,  i.  131. 

Canning  (George)— his  anti-Ja- 
cobin services,  i.  240,  241,  252; 
his  o])position  to  parliamentary 
reform,  ii.  256. 

Carey  ( M  at  thew)— notice  of  him, 

i.  n6,  189. 
Carleton  (Guy,   1st  Baron  Dor- 
chester), i.  52,  76. 
Caroline,  Queen  of  George  IV. — 

the  first  delicate  investigation, 

ii.    18;  C.'s  advocacy  of  her 

cause,  ii.  224. 
Cartwright    (Major  John)— his 

advocacy     of     parliamentary 

reform;  notice  of  him,  ii.    ii; 

other  references,  77,  78,  207. 
Catholic  Emancipation,  ii.  224. 
Chatham,    co.  Kent— C.'s    life 

there  as  a  recruit,  i.  35, 
Cintra,    convention    of — outcry 

against  it  in  England,  ii.  70. 
Clarke  (Mary  Ann),  the  Duke  of 

York's  mistress,  ii.  58,  60. 
Cleary  (Thomas),  ii.  221. 
Clergy  of  the  English  Church— 

their  antipathy  to  reform,  ii. 

152,  239,  263. 
Cliffton     (William),    American 

poet,  i.  189. 
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Cobbett  (Ann,  A.;;/  Rdd),  i.  r. 
^57;  ii.  iiy.  122.  ^^' 

Cohhett  (Anne),  ii.  72,  7S,   70, 
122. 

CoijMKTT  (William) -l,is  birth, 
place,  1.  I  ;  parents,  5  ;  early 
years,  7-21  ;  his  emp|„y. 
inent  in  London,  26;  enlists. 
2S;  his  life  as  a  recruit,  35 

41  Jliis  studies.  43;  di-charge,' 
54  ;  his  sweetheart,  55  ;  mar- 
riage, SS  ;  his  first  attacks  on 
c..iruption,"    60,     62;    the 
bokhers  k'riend,  79,  SS  ;  goes 
to    France,    85  ;  t„    I'hiladel- 
INiia,     100;    teaches    Knglish 
am    compiles     "  J.e    Tuteur 
Anglais,"  102  ;  translates   fur 
the  bookselle.  .,  103;  „p,„,ses 
Jiimself  to  attacks  on  En-land, 
J09  ;    "Observations  on    Dr.' 
'nestley's  hiiiigralion,"  113*. 
his  anti-Jacobinism,   131  ;  his 
political  pamjihlets,  133,  134  ; 
sudden   notoriety.    135  •    '•  \^ 
little  plain  English,-' 139;  his 
Jiopulanty  as  a  partisan-wri- 
tt;''.    14s.    '84  ;    (|uarrel   with 
iisjmblisher,  147,  150  ;  "  I'o- 
htical  Censor,"  148  ;  becomes 
a   loookseller,    161  ;  publishes 
his    "Life  and  Adventures," 
165  ;    anti-Cobbett  literature, 
177  ;    starts   ron-iipiiic's    (Ja- 

f<  r'l'  }^'^  '    '^  P'o-secuted   for 
libel,  '  202  ;  lampo(>ns  Dr. 
Ivush,    211  ;  is  sued    by  him, 
215;  removes  to  New  York, 
218;  returns  to  England.  229' 
what  they  had  said  of  him  in 
i-ngland,  232,  e:  sf,/. ;  Go\ern. 
ment     otiers,    245  ;      vovage 
home,  247;  influential  visi'tors, 
250  ;  (lines  with  the  ministers 
of  state,  253  ;  his  subsequent 
reflections,    256,    258;    more 
Government  oflers,  260  ;    re- 
solves   on     "independence," 
261  J  will   support   Mr.    Pitt, 
267;    starts     the    Fonitpine 

Y 


323 


newspapf>r.  26S  •  cl.;se  of  its 
career,  278;  his  bookshop, 
279  ;  heads  the  new  opposition 
under    Mr.     Windham.    2S0  • 

the/W///,v,//v",V/rf,V,  2,Sj;l,is 

'xcd    princiides,    2S6  ;     anti- 
('alhcaiiism,  2SS,  iSt) ;  excit^'s 
envy,  292;  deserves  a '-statue 
f'fgold,"  293;  hisanti-(;alli. 
can  appeal  to  the  nation.  295; 
begins  to  study  finance,  301  ; 
first  Government  prosecution, 
304  ;  success  of  the  /u--/sffr, 
308  ;    relimiuishes  the   book- 
shop. //^. ;  miscellaneous  pub- 
lications,   309;    "I'arliamen- 
taiy  Debates."  310  ;  must  live 
"1    the  country,    311  ;     visits 
i.otley,   316;  his  determined 
war  upon  corruption  in  Church 

and  .State,  322,327;  his  reasons 
tor  deserting  Mr.  Pitt.  324; 
altered  attitude  of  people  to- 
^^•ar^l  him  in  conseiiuence, 
328. 

AtUotley,  ii.  I  ;  his  pursuits 
ami  tastes.  4,  5  ;  determines  to 
settle  at  liotley,  6  ;   "  I'ailia- 
mentaiy  History,"  and  other 
projects,  8;    his  advocacy    of 
parliamcLiary     reform,      10  • 
enemies   thus    raised  up,   12; 
at  Honiton  election,   13  ;  ad- 
dress to  electors  of   Westmin- 
ster, 14;  bitter  hostility  of  the 
Mvr,ti„g  Post,  19  ;  his  home, 
i-Vc,    described   by  Miss  Mit- 
ford,  22  ;  new  friends,  21,  23; 
is  aske.l  to  contest  Westmin- 
ster,25;  quarrel  with. Sheridan, 
27  ;  he  cannot  live  in  London, 
31  ;  threats  of  further  prose- 
cution, 35  ;  hisdevotionto  the 
interests    of     the    Labouring 
f'oor,   39  ;  his    high  qualities 
as  an  employer,  42  ;    calum- 
nies, 43  ;  increasing  animosity 
toward    him,    45  ;    anti-Cob- 
bett literature   of  the  i)eriod, 
46,  48  ;  leads  the  Reformists, 
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so  ;  his  usual  pursuits,  sports, 
^^•.  51  ;  I'eciiniary  pinches, 
52  ;  supj.orts  iiuiuiry  into  the 
affairs  ..f'tl.e  I)u|,e  of  York, 
5»;  "'•^plantiMK's,  &c.,63,  6?, 
6»  ;    <lisincIination    to    enter 

parliament,  67;  his  sphere  as  a 
comnu-nt  maker.  //,;  -state 
I  rials,'    70;  hischilclrcn,  72- 


fP^f^'"P,»'''ic.74;in.iepen. 
clence  of  i'arty,  75  ;  .lefia^e, 
81.    82;    answers    the    court- 
martia    story,  85  ;  his  attach, 
ment  to  soldiers,  89  ;  remini- 
scenccs   of  flogj^ing,  92;  the 
fl«gg<ntf     "libel,"     95;     the 
Messrs.   Swann,  98  j^i.V,;! 
■on,  114,  verdict  of  the  jury, 
118;  sentence,  126;  in  New- 
gate, ,127:    renewed  protests 
against  flogging,   13,  /  Hfe  i„ 
prison    ,35  .  ..  ]>aper  against 
^"W."     136;    growing  "acri- 
mony,   140  J    pecuninry   diffi- 
cu  t,es,  142,  his  quarrel  with 

An;KT     '^'''^'     '43;     release 
fiom  Newgate,  147  ,   growing 
antipathy  of  the  clerg^v    140? 
opposes  the    proposed    Corn 
Law,    153;    hostility   of    ,he 
landed  interest,  U,.;    renege! 
urging  of  Reform,    let  .  the 
first  cheap  Re^^ister,   158';  his 
abhorrence   of    violeiU   mea- 
sures,    ,76;  is    again  threat- 
ened, 181 ;  will  c-.to  America, 
l»3;    his  fareucll,    iS?  •    ad- 
mirers in  the  United  States 
199;  his  settlement  near  Nevv 

W.  .  ^°f '  "'^'^  ^^'"-ks  pro. 
jected  206;  "English  Grain- 
mar,"  and  "Velar's  Resi- 
dence," 207;  proposes  to 
return,  209;  exhumes  the 
bones  of  T.  Paine,  212;  his 
arrival  i„  England,  215;  cuar! 
briri^;^"'^''^"' ^'9  factions 
brought  against  him  by  Clearv 

cl    ^r^''!^'"3;   hfsad^o^   ' 
cacy    of     Queen    Caroline's  1 


cause  224 J  is  "in  disgrace" 
over   Paine  and    iUinlett  and 
^^  right.  225  i  CM,ctfs  Even. 
'T   ^".f/.    229;    bankruptcy, 
230  ;  Ins   seed.farm   at  Keii' 
•'*i"gt';n.  231  ;  books  on  rural 
and  ( .Mnestic  affairs,  2^1  •  js 
awar,led  the  Society  of  Arts' 
s'lverme<lal,234;  aversion  to 
e  potato.  235:  "History  of 
the  I  rote.stant  Reformation," 
239;  other  publications,  244; 
"Kural  Rides."  246;  resob/es 
upon  entering  parliament,  249J 
contests   Coventry,  251,    .wl 
ires  on,   25s;    is    prosecuted 

nm  '"'^'r"'"  ^59;  histri. 
nnph  266;  ad.lress  to  the 
Manchester  electors,  27;;  his 
reception  in  Eancashi,^^  279, 

for  Okihani,//,.;  in  parliament, 
2»j;  Ins  work  is  ilone.  291 

death,  304;  e,.  also  Anti.Cob. 

Cobbeu    (William,    junior)    at 

school.i.  3,2;  his' early  p,-o- 
mise.ii  32,52,72;  pui,i4,r 
of  the  />V^„/,r.  178;  return 
from  America  \vith  his  father, 

Cochrane  (Thomas,  loth  Earl 
of  i)un(lo„ald)-his  candida- 
ture at  the  Honiton  election, 
!.'■  ^\ ,'  ""J  ^''^'''*  ^-  at  Botley, 
20;  A'. P.  for  Westminste? 
30;  a  zealous  Reformer, 
'56,  157;  other  references, 
7\  148,  179.  ' 

Colchester  (liaron)-e,.  Abbot. 
Commons   (Mouse  of)— its  cor- 

rupt  state   ii.  36,  68 ;  its  con- 

servative  habits,  2S4 
Corruption  in  Church  and  State 

—Its    prevalence,    i.    c?     6, 
,,321,  326,  327;  ii.  36."'        ' 
Coventry    elecfon   of  1821,  ii. 

Cox  and  Baylis  (Messrs.),  prin. 
tersoftheAVir,>to-  ii.  ioi. 


JNDEX. 


Currency,  C.'s  writlntrc   ji.  ,„ 

ancl|>liia,  i.  210 
Curtis  (Sir  \Vm.),M. P.,  ii.  ,28. 


Dauas    (Alex.J.).    American 
politician,  ,,  ,29,  ,39. 

nf'p.  '"'i">'^!"."').    l"K'kseller, 
of    Inla.idphia,  i.  ,48. 

Day    Kov.Ciiailes)-hi.s  attack 

"I'O'i  C,  II.  263. 
I)el)l)ie|r  (Colonel),  i.  ifi 

lJenioc.acy-i,.sp..ojr,css,ii.296. 

Uenman' (Thomas,  ist  Lord), 
counsel  to  Queen  Caroline, 
!V  ^?4  5  pi-osecutes  C.  for 
"sedition,"  264. 

Dennie  {].),  American  man  of 
letters,  1.  122. 

Drakard  (-),  Lincolnshire  edi- 
tor, sent  to  jail  i„  the  cause 
01  humanity,  ij.  129 

Kroxford,  CO.  Hants,  ii.  8. 

Duane     (William),    democratic 

,   writer,  1.  189,  217. 

Duncombe    (Thos.    Slingsby)- 
his  memoirs  quoted,  ii.  2;; 

Duiulas  (Ifenry,  L„,,,  Melville), 
'•  7S,  319,  325,  -^. 

Duiulonald  (Lari  ot ,  -e..  Coch- 
rane. 

D'Yrujo  (Chevalier),  Spanish  1 
envoy  to  rl,e  American  Re-  ' 
public,  1.  20.?. 


Eafon     (Daniel),     bookseller. 

stands  in  the  pillory,  ii.  ,50. 
Edtnlmri^h    /VrvWc-its    attack 

upon  C,  ii.  56. 
Ellenborough  (Lord)_r,  Law. 
Elliot       Gilbert,     1st    Earl    of 

Minto)       testifies      to      C  's 

loyalty,  i.  306. 
Elliott  (William),  M.P.,  ij    20 

33-  ^' 

Ellis  (George),  i.  241,  253. 


Emigration  to  America,  ii.  20? 

Lver  ev,    co     W'ilfc     .,     t       ^ 
•Jn      f  \Mits,  a    famous 

place  for  coursing,  Ji.  cr 

hiladelph.a  -  anecdote     of 
iiim,  I.  192. 

Examiner  newspaper  is  ,,crse. 
cuted,,i.  108,  ,3o;p,,.smites 
C,  110,  123,  14S. 

Fa  RNHAM,  CO,  .Surrey- its  situa- 
tion and  Its  people  100  years 
ago,  1.  I.  ' 

Faucliet(J  A.J.),Frcnchcnvoy 
to  America,  i.  141  ' 

Fearon  (Henry  15.),  surgeon- 
his  visit  to  America,  ii.  20c 

Fenno  (John),  newspaper  edilor, 
1.  166,  171.  ' 

Fenno  (J.  W.),  son  of  the  above, 
I-  icSg,  212,  223. 

Ficldcn  (John),    M.p.  for  oid- 
<iii,  li.  278. 

linn  'ty(I'eler)-noticeofhim, 
"•    72;   other  references,    16, 

^,36.  59,  l(i,  108,  121. 

Fitzgerald  (Lord  Ldward),  i    c. 

Flogging  in  the  army-anim.i.U 
versions  of  the  jiress,  ii.  00  • 

caseof,atEly,andC.'sccnTi- 
ments  thereon,  91,   9,.  „„.„ 

into  discredit,  129,134*'  *" 
Flogging  of  the  poor-mcnsurc 
suggested  in    Parliamem,    ii. 
130. 


Flower  (Bcnjamin)-his  politi- 
cal  review,  ii.  47;  visits  the 
United  States,  205. 

Folkestone  (Viscount)— j-  Bou- 
vene. 

Fox  (Charles  James),  i.  82,  -121  • 
11.  24.  '  J   o> 

French  refugees  in  America. 
1.  104,  105.  ' 

French  Republic-its  relations 
w^th  that  of  America,  i.  i8r, 

Freneau  (Philip)_his  democra- 
tic  poems,  i.  1S9. 
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Frere  (John  Hookham),  i.  241, 
252.  ^  ' 

Garlikk  (Benjamin),  diploma- 
tist, an  early  friei.a  of  C, 
i.  33. 

Genest  (Edmoiicl  Charles), 
1"  rench  diplomatist— notice 
of  liim,  i.  125. 

Gibbs  (Sir  Vicary).  Attornev- 
Ceneral  in  the  Perceval  ad- 
mmistration,  ii.  90,  102,  114; 
lis    antipailiy    to    the   press, 

Gifford  (John),  anti-Jacobin 
writer,  repiil;lis]ies  C.'s  Ame- 
rican pam])hlets,  i.  236; 
notice  of  him,  240 ;  other 
references,  263,264,   27S ;  ii. 

Gilford  (William),  i,  181,  248, 
263,  265. 

Gilfilian  (Rev.  George) -his 
recollections  of  C,  ii.  2S2 

Glasse  (Rev.  G.  H.),  i.  251.' 

Goodman  (Thomas),  agricul- 
tural labourer,  convicted  of 
incendiarism,  ii.  262. 

Gould    (Sir    Charles),     Judge- 
Advocate-General  in  1792,  i 
62. 

Grenvii'e— ?'.  Wyndham. 
Grey  (Charles,  2nd  Earl  Grey) 

ii.  34- 
Grose  (Sir  N.)  passes  sentence 

upon  C,  ii.  124. 


Hague  (Thomas)— hispamphlet 
against  the  JJuke  of  York,  ii. 
76. 

Hamilton  (Alexander),  i.  122 
Hamlin  (  —  )_his    case  of  At- 
tempting to  corrupt  Mr.  Ad- 
dington,  i.  327. 
Hammond     (George).      Under- 
Secretary   of    State,     i.    2!;2 
260.  -^  ' 

Hansard   (T.    C.)   becomes  the 


printer  of  the  A\i;ister,  ii. 
loi  ;  is  prosecuted  along 
with  C,  114,  126;  takes 
over  the  "  Parliamentary  iJe- 
battVi.  310;  ii.  143. 

Harding  (J.)  succeeds  to  Cob- 
bett  and  Morgan's  book-shop, 
1.  30S. 

Hardwicke  (Earl  of)— j..  Yorke. 

Hawkesbury  (Loril)— r.  Jenkin- 
son. 

Hazlitt  (William),  ii.  195. 

Heriot  (John)— notice 'of  him, 
1.  242;  quarrel  with  C, 
294. 

Hewlings   (Al)raham),  a   Wer,t. 

minster  politician,  ii.  2^. 
Hogan  (Major  D.)-his  exposure 
of  the  Duke  of  \ork's  mistress, 
ii.  58. 
Hone  (William),  ii.  116,  195. 
Honiton,  co  Devon,  election,  ii 

13- 
Howell  (Thomas  I).),  editor  of 
C.'s   "State   Trials,"  ii.    70 
77,  78. 
Ho  wick  (Lord)— 7'.  Grey. 
Huish  (Robert)— his  "memoirs 

of  Cobbett"  quoted,  ii.  117 
llunt  (Henry),  ii.  65,  177,  221. 
Hunt   (J.   H.    Leigh),    ii.    123, 
148. 


IRKLAND    (William),    Dean    of 

Westminster,  i.  251,  263. 
Irish  nffiiirs  in  1S04,  '•  304' 
Lishmen   (The   United)— politi- 
cal association,  i.  136. 


Jay  (John),  American  strtes- 
man—his  mission  to  England, 
i.  12S;  notice  of  him,  129 ; 
democratic  feeling  against  him' 
138. 

Jefferson  (Thomas),  American 
statesman -his  "  Writings  " 
quoted,  i.  123. 

Jeffery     (Franc'is)     attacks     C 


INDEX. 


in  the  Edinburgh  Review,  ii. 

T     ^ 

Jenkinson  (Roln.  B.,  2ncl  Lord 
Liverpool),  i.  278;  ii.  170. 

Johnson  (Kohen),  Irish  judije 
—Ills  annnailversions  on  the 
Irish  achniiiistration,  i.   -iqa 

Johnstone    (Cul.    Cochrane),    ii 
20.  '' 

Juverna,  pseudonym  of  Judee 
Johnson,  i.  304.  *" 

Kent  (H.R.h.  Edward,  Duke 
cf)  meets  C.  at  Hahfax,  i.  c^ 
76.  -'"' 

Kew,     CO.     Surrey-C.'s     em- 
ployment  there   as  a  bov    i 
15.  ^'    ■ 


Laurence  (Dr.  French),  i.  2=;2 
233.  -'  ♦ 

Lauriston  (Jacques  A.),  French 
envoy  to  England,  i.  276 

Law  (I'd ward,  ist  Baron  Ellen- 
borough)  presides  at  C  's 
trials  for  "libel,"  i.  306; 
11-  1 14  ;  his  antipachy  to  a  free 
press,  115,  117. 

Lawless    (John)    reprints    C  's 
A<'gistcr      in       Irelam',       ii 
195- 

Libel:  What  is  it?  i.  107- 
prosecutions  of  C.  for,  i.  201,' 
213,  306;  ii.  ii4-_j,.  also 
Bagshavv,  Finnerty,  Law, 
Drakard,  Examiner,  &c. 

Liston  (Robert),  English  diplo- 
matist—his    attentions  to   C 
in     America,    i.     191      24-;  • 
tes^ihes      to      C's      loyalty.' 

Liverpool  (Earl  oi)~v.  Jenkin- 

son. 

London— "sedition "in  1702  i 
S«,  59,  84.  ' 
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Mackay  (Charles) -his  "Recol- 


lections"  quoted,   concerning 
oggmg  m  the  navy,  ii.  02. 
M  kean    (Thomas),    Pennsyha- 
man   politician,    i.    199,   201, 

ALidison     (James),      American 

statesman,  i.  122. 
Madocks   (W.    A.),  M.P.—his 

moiioii    against  corruinion  in 

the  State,  ii.  85. 
Malone  (Edmond),  i.  2s2 
Marsh     (Herbert),     Bishop     of 

i  eterborough,  i.  263 

Marvel  (Andrew)-anecdote  of 
him  as  M. P.,  ii.  ij2. 

Maseres  (Francis,  Cursitor 
Baron),  visits  C.  on  his 
arrival  in  London,  i.  250,  and 
m  .Newgate,  ii.  135;  notice  of 
nim,  tb. 

Mathias     (Thomas    J.)     corre- 
sponds   with     C,     i.     244; 
Pursuits      of      Literature" 
quoted,  249. 

Melville  (Viscount)-z,.  Dundas. 
Mifflm    (George),    Governor   of 

t  ennsylvania,  i.  204 
Minto  (Earl  of)--^..  LUiot. 
Mitford  (John,  ist  Baron  Redes- 

dale)   i.  76,  305  J  ii.  ,28. 
Mitford    (Dr.),    li.    21,    22.    ci 

74.  119- 
Mnford    (.\rary    Russell)    visits 

>-.  at  Botley,  ii.  22. 
Moreau  de  St.   M,M-y  (M.    £  ) 

French  cmis^ri  at  Philadelphia 

—notice  of  jiim,  i.  103 
MorgTan  (John),  i.  220,  224,  279, 

Morrice  (Captain   Thomas),    i. 
81. 


Nares  (Archdeacon),  i.  217 
Newspaper  Press  of  London- 
its  hostility  to  C,  ii.  passim; 
Its  great  atlvance  in  character 
292 ;  forgives    C.  when  he  is 
gone  for  ever,  297. 
Nova  3cotia-C.'s  life  there  as 
a  soldier,  i.  42. 
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Oldden  (John),of  Philadelphia, 
1.  164.  '^ 


Paine  (Thomas)— influence  of 
his  pohtical  writings,    i.    99  ; 
on  the  currency,  302  ;  notice' 
of  him,   ii.   209;   C.   recom- 
mends   his   writings    on    the 
currency,    211  ;    his    remains 
exhumed  and  brought  to  Eng- 
land, 214,  217. 
Parliamentary  Reform-impulse 
given  to  the  cause  by  support 
of  C.'s  Hegister,  ii.    10 ;   and 
again  m  181 7,   197;  its  pro- 
gress    not    served    by    Party, 
227  ;  how  it  came,  at  last,  2i;7, 
280.  *"' 

Parr  (Samuel,  D.D.)~his  sup- 
port  of  Queen  Caroline,  ii. 
224. 

Paul!  (James)— his  candidature 
for  Westminster,  ii,  15  ;  c.'s 
account  of  him,  25;  other 
references,  29,  33. 

Peace  of  Amiens,  i.  277. 

PeeMSir  Robert)— C.'s  motion 
concerning  him,  ii,  287. 

Penn  (Johig,  i,  251, 

Perceval  (Spencer)  prosecutes  C. 
for  "libel,"  i.  306;  his  anti- 
pathy to  C,  ii.  49;  inquiry 
into  his  alleged  corruption  is 
stifled,  85  ;  his  gratification  at 
C.  s  conviction,  128. 

Perry    (Jimes),    editor    of   the 
Mormtig   Chronicle,    ii.    107 
109.  ' 

Philadelphia,  U.  S,,  ,i?scribed,  i. 
94 ;  strong  party  .pirit  there, 
J07,  131,  176;  ;,nti-I3ritish 
feeling,  180 ;  ye'.low  fever, 
208  ;  the  newspapers,  2 1 7 

Pitt(William)— hispamphleteers, 
1.237,241,242;  C,  dines  with 
him,  253;  C.'s  reasons  lor 
ceasing  to  support  him,  324  • 
other  references,  i,  124,  130, 
314.  1^1.  ^ 


Place  (Francis)  quoted,  ii.  59  ; 
anecdote,    116  j    his  electoral 
purity,  221, 
Planting,  ii.  65,  69,  233. 
Plunkett(Winiam  C,  ist  Baron) 

—  suit  against  C,  i.  307. 
Political  Partisanship— its  penal- 
ties, &c.,  i.  206. 
Poor,  Labouring,  of  England— 
their  prosperous  condition  in 
the  middle  of  the  18th  century, 
1-  5  ;  their  increasing  poverty, 
17  ;  growth  of  pauperism,  ii. 
37.  38 ;  proposals  to  flog  them, 
130;  their  miserable  condition 
after  the  peace,  ii.  237,  &c. 
l^otato-C.'s   aversion   to    the, 

11.  236. 
Press,   Liberty  oi"  ♦he,  197 ;    its 
position  at   the  ciose   of  the 
1 8th  century,   231  ;    prosecu- 
tions,  304,  ii.   107,  115,  &c.  ; 
cessation  of  political  prosecu- 
tions,  ii.  274. 
Preston  election  of  1826,  ii  21:4 
Priestley  (Joseph,   LL.D.)— his 
emigration    to    the    U.S.,    i. 
io8  ;  notice  of  him,   iio:  in 
retirement,  217. 
"Pursuits    of    Literature"-!/. 
Mathias. 


Quakers  in  Pennsylvania,  i.  95, 
91  ;  their  troubles  at  the 
period  of  Independence,  2CX). 

Radnor  (Earl  oQ-r/.  Bouverie, 
Randolph  (Edmund),  American 

politician,  i.  142. 
Raynal  (G.  T.,  Abb^)_influence 

of  his  writings,  i.  85,  96. 
Redesdale  (Lord)— z/,  Mitford. 
Reeves  (John),  i.  263,  265,  29?, 
^  306,  319 ;  ii.  96,  ,20.         ^ 
Reviews,   as    organs  of   public 

opinion,  i.  231. 
Ridgway  (Jamesi,  bookseller,  i. 

80,  8r,  133. 


INDEX. 


Robson  (R.  IB.)  associated  with 

C.  concerninj;  barrack  abuses, 

II.  12,  i6,  17. 
Rogers  (George),  of  Southamp- 

ton,  ii.  230. 
Roniilly   (Sir  Samuel),    ii.   8? 

130,  178.  ^' 

Rose  (Rt.  Hon.  George),  i.  240  • 

H.  74,  83,  84.  "^  ''       *^' 

Rowley  (Wm.,  M.D.)  quoted, 
I.  209. 

Rowson  (Mrs.),  actress  and 
novelist,  i.  136. 

Rush  (Benjamin,  M.  ]).)— ],is 
celel^nty,  i.  209;  his  phle- 
botomy, 210;  his  poHtics,  ih.- 
suffers  IromC.'s!  h,  2ii;o]). 
tarns  a  vev,';,  ■  ^vuli  damages 
against  bv:  ,  ,;7, 


SCARLET-l     (James,     1st     Lord 

Al)niger)— his  antipathy  to  C. 

and  the  Kcfomiers,  ii.  224. 
Scipion  (L.  H.  Comte  du  Roiire) 

edits  C.'s  "Maitre  d'Anglais." 

1.  102. 

Shadgett' s  Weekly Revint),  ii    loc 
Sheridan  (R.  B.)  succeeds  Fox 

as  M.P.   for  Westminster,  ii. 

24.   27 ;    other  references,    i. 

292;  ii.  28. 
Sidmouth    (Viscount)—?/.    Acl- 

dington. 
Six  Acts— their  purport,  ii.  214. 
Soldiers-anecdotes,  -i.    ^i^  and 

V.  Hogging. 
Somerville  (Alexander)  quoted, 

11.  44. 

Spies  employed  by  Government, 
II.  196. 

Sports— fishing,  ii.  3  ;  single- 
stick, 4;  coursing,  21,  ei  • 
dogs,  99  '    ^    ' 

Stuart  (Lord  Henry)  with  the 
English  embassy  at  Philadel- 
phia, i.  191  ;  testifies  to  C.'s 
loyalty,  306  ;  interchange  of 
visits,  313;  ii.  17. 
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owami  (James),  celebrated  paper- 
mnker,  an  attached  friend  of 
C.  s,  11.  98  ;  corrt.,pondence, 
99  et  seq. 

Symonds  (H.  D.),  bookseller,  in 
Newgate,  i.  133. 

TaWs  Maf^azine  quoted  on  C.  's 
reception  in  Scotland,  ii.  281. 

Talleyrand  -his  exile  in  Ame- 
rica, i.  104;  introduces  himself 
to  C,  158. 

Taylor  (Miss)— case  of,  ii.  81 

1  helwaIl(John)— his  "  memoirs" 
quoted,  i.  58,  85 

Thornton    (William)- his    pro- 
posed American  lan''uaKe    i 
160.  t.     t.  .    • 

Tilghman  (Edward),  lawyer  of 
Philadelphia -C.'s  counsel  in 
Rush  V.  Cobbett.  i.  2.5,  224. 

Tooke  (J.  Hornc)  auoted,  ii. 
29,  181. 

Toryism  —  i.s     narrow-minded 
^  fears,  ii.  lyo,  196. 

Tvvyford,  co.  Hants— celebrated 
school  there,   i.   312,  316. 


Ul'COTT  (W.),  i.  241. 

Vansittart  (Nicholas,  ist  Lord 
Bexley),  i.  263. 

Walker  (Peter),  ii.  136. 
Wardle   (Colonel    G.    L.)— his 

exposure  of  the  Duke  of  York 

ii-  59,  60. 
Washington  (George),  American 

President,    i.    122,    126,   181, 

203  ;  his  death,  21S. 
Watson  (Richard),  surgeon,  vio- 
lent Reformist,  ii.  175. 
Webster  (Noah)-his   proposed 

improvement  in  orthoeraphv. 

i.  iGo.  "    ^  ^' 


\    U 


33° 


INDEX. 


^^,  i  (Isaac)— his    account    of 

rhiladelphia,  i.  97. 
Westminster  politics,  ii.  ic.  24. 

26,59,64. 
Whiggism— Its  fine    profession. 
„  "•,  ^^'=>(>^  258,  271. 
Whitbread  (Samuel)— notice  of 

him,  li.  39;  calumniated,  no. 
White  (Henry),  Whig  writer,  ii. 

227. 

White  C^olt),  C.'s  solicitor,  ii. 
77.95,  113- 

Wilberforce  (William)— his  hor- 
ror of  "disaffection,"  ii,  38, 
and  of  C.  's  advocacy  of  Reform. 
171. 

Wmdham  (Right  Hon.  William) 
notices  C.    on   his  return  to 
England,    i.    251,    253;     his 
strong  anti-gallicanism,  255  ; 
his  new  opposition  party,  281 ; 
gets  up  a  subscription  to  start 
C.'s  Register,   283  ;    defends 
C.  m  the  House  of  Commons, 
292;   testifies  to  his  loyalty, 
306  ;   his  taste  for  pugilism, 
ii,  4  5   coolness  between  him 
and  C,  13 ;  attacks  the  par- 
liamentary reporters,  109. 


Wolcott  (Oliver),  American  poli- 
tician,  i.  154,  182,  2CX5,  201. 

Wooler(T.J.),ii.  195,251. 

Wright  (John),  bookseller  in 
Piccadilly,  i.  226,  229,  241  ; 
becomes  C.'s  man  of  business, 
310;  correspondence  withe, 
314  et  set/. ;  rupture  of  their 
friendship,  ii.  143,  ,44.  his 
suit  against  C,  223 

Wyndham  (William,  Baron 
Grenville)  i.  276,  ii.  34. 


Yellow-fever  in  Philadelphia, 
1.  209. 

Yonge  (Sir  George),  Secretary. 

at-War,  i.  68. 
York(H.R.H.  Frederick,  Duke 

of)— his    troubles   over    Mrs 

Clarke,  ii.  57,  Jo. 
Yorke  (Philip,  3rd  Earl  of  Hard- 

wicke),  i.  305. 
Yorke    (Right    Hon.    Charles) 

testifies  to  C.'s  loyalty,  i.  306. 
Yorke  (Henry  Redhead)— notice 

of  him,  ii.  47  ;  his  opposition 

to  C,  47,  123. 
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Alcott  {Louisa  M.)  Old-Fashioncd  Girl.     ]]cst  Edition,  small 

PO"l  Svo>  cloth  extra,  gilt  cdj^cs,  ^s.  M.  (Rose  IJbrary,  2s.) 

Ilor/c  and  L'egiiiiiing  Again.     A  Story  of  Experience 

I  vol.,  small  post  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6s.  Several  Illustrations.     (Rose 
Library,  2  vols.,  is.  each.)  ^ 

Shaivl Straps.     Small  post  8vo,  cloth  extra,  gilt,  j^r.  dd. 

~^,IS^'*  ^oiisiiis;  or,  the  Aunt  Hill.     Small  post  Svo, 

with  Illustrations,  3^.  6^.  ^  ' 
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ovo,  1670  pp.,  cloth  extra,  price  iSj-,  ^ 

^"ecdotes  of  the  Queen  and  Royal  Family.      Collected  and 
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Bmk  (Samuel).     See  "  Recollections." 
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Bryant  {W.  C,  assisted  by  S.  If.  Gay)  A  Popular  History  of 

the  United  .Slates.  About  4  vols.,  to  be  profusely  Illnsdatcd  with 
lMigiavui,;,rs  on  Steel  and  Wood,  after  Designs  by  tlu'  '  est  Artists. 
Vol.  I.,  super-royal  8vo,  cloth  extra,  gilt,  42^.,  is  ready. 

Burnaby  (Capt.)     See  "  On  Horseback." 

Burtm  (Captain  R.  F.)  7 wo  Trips  to  Gorilla  Zand  and  t/ie 
Cataracts  of  the  Congo.  By  Captain  R.  F.  Burton.  2  vols,  demy 
8vo,  with  numerous  Illustrations  and  Map,  cloth  extra,  28^. 

Butler  (  W.  F.)  The  Great  Lone  Zand;  an  Account  of  the  Red 
River  Expedition,  1SC9-70,  and  Subsequent  Travels  and  Adventures 
in  the  Mamtoba  Country,  and  a  Winter  Journey  across  the  Saskatche- 
wan Valley  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  With  Illustrations  and  Map. 
Pifth  aiid  Cheaiier  Edition,  crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  'js.  U. 

-—  The    Wild   North    Land;   the    Story    of  a    Winter 

Journey  with  Dogs  across  Northern  North  America.     Demy  Svo,  cloth, 

W'"»  numerous  Woodcuts  and  a  Map,  4th  Edition,  i  %s.    Crf  Svo,  7^.  6</. 

• Akim-foo  :  the  History  of  a  Failure.     Demy  Svo,  cloth, 

2nd  Edition,  i6j.     Also,  in  crown  Svo,  yj.  dd. 

By  Zand  and  Ocean;  or.  The  Journal  and  Zetters  of  a  Tour 
round  the  World  by  a  Young  Girl,  who  went  alone  to  Victo-ia,  New 
Zealand,  Sydney,  Singapore,  China,  Japan,  and  across  the  Continent 
of  America  home.    By  1- .  L.  Rains.     Crown  Svo,  cloth,  7^.  dd. 

QABUZ:  the  Ameer,  his  Country,  and  his  People.     By  Phii 
Robinson,  Special  Correspondent  of  the  Daily  Telegraph,  with  the 
Army  of  Afghanistan.     With  a  Portrait  of  Shere  Ali,  and  \  Map  of 
the  Seat  of  the  Anglo-Russian  Question.   i6mo,  ix.  Fourth  Thousand. 

Cadogan(Lady  A.)  Illustrated  Games  of  Patience.  Twenty- 
four  Diagrams  in  Colours  with  Descriptive  Text.  Foolscap  4to, 
cloth  extra,  gilt  edges,  3rd  Edition,  12s.  6d. 

Cahun  (Peon)  Adventures  of  Captain  Mago.     See  «  Adventures." 

Blue  Banner,  which  see. 

Carbon  Process  (A  Manual  of).     See  Liesegang. 

Ceramic  Art.     See  Jacquemart. 

Clianged  Cross  (The),  and  other  Religious  Toems.   i6mo,  2s.  6d. 

Child  of  the  Cavern  (The)  ;  or.  Strange  Doings  Underground. 

ByJuLES  Verne.     Translated  by  W.  H.  G.  Kingston,  Aiithor  of 

Snow  Shoes  and   Canoes,"    "Peter    the   Whaler,"   "The  Three 

Midshipmen,  '  &c.    &c. ,  &c.     Numerous  Illustrations      Square  crown 

Svo,  cloth  extra,  gilt  edges,  7^.  Cd.  ^ 


«/>/>•,,„,„,„,;  J,^^-  -    ,?;"'{!»;'<; '1-al.ove.     .S-..Nc,v 


C   vj  r"  ^J   Choice   Uoo^is      ",    /,    •■;—■'.  w. 


<=oi.i™?,,/;™iv'r'''- 


(  Milton's  L'AIIcgro. 
JUizaliethnn  Poets 

«/■/,«•„  'IS'^  ■"|}Sj»."  ^^is'^^^t  r„™,. 

^^''f''>'^\Sfory.tcna\7i^A     ^J^A^^^  CJoth  extra,  6. 

-  hook  o/the  Plav      2  vn L   "  '  ^'^°^^"  '^^o,  2u 

racks  and  in  Sent  ^    '^^'^'   ^^    TT,a,th,^    ,c'ith    /5//r 
'John  HaJifav.  Gentlem.^  »    {Zf^'"'""''-     %  the  Author  of 


'  ^"'^  "P'°"^'y  illustrated."  _^^,„rf 


r 

f 


Arroiu, 
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Sampson  Low,  Marsto/i,  &'  Go's 


Curious  Adventures    of  a    Field    Cricket.     By   Dr.   Ernest 

CANnKzr;.      Translated  by  N.    D'Anvkrs.      \Vith   numerous    fine 
Illustrations.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  gilt  edges,  7^.  6d. 

TTsANA  {R.  H)  Two  Years  before  the  Mast  and  Twenty- Four 

■^-^     years  After.     Revised  Edition  with  Notes,  i2mo,  ds. 

Dana  {/as.  £>.)  Corals  and  Coral  Islands.  Ni.uiierous  Illus- 
trations, Charts,  &c.  New  and  Cheaper  Edition,  with  numerous 
important  Additions  and  Corrections.     Cr-^wn  8vo,  cloth  extra,  8j.  6d. 

Daughter  {A)  of  Heth.     By  W.  BLAr".     Crown  8vo,  ds. 

Day  of  My  Life  (A)  ;  or,  Every  Day  Experiences  at  Eton. 
By  an  Eton  Boy,  Author  of  "About  Some  Fellows."     i6mo,  clo^h 
_  extra,  2s.  6d.     6th  Thousand. 

Dick  Sands,  the  Boy  Captain.  By  Jules  Verne.  With 
nearly  loo  Illustrations,  cloth  extra,  gilt  edges,  los.  f)d. 

Discoveries  of  Prince  Lfenry  the  Navigator,  and  their  Results; 
bemg  the  Narrative  of  the  Discovery  by  Sea,  within  One  Century,  of 
more  than  Half  the  World.     By  Richard  Henry  Major,  P^S.A 
Demy  8vo,  with  several  Woodcuts,    4  Maps,  and  a  Portrait  of  Prince 
Henry  in  Colours.     Cloth  extra,  icjj. 

Dodge  {Mrs.  M.)  Bans  Brinker;  or,  the  Silver  Skates.  An 
entirely  New  Edition,  with  59  Full-page  and  other  Woodcuts. 
Square  crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  7^-.  dd.  ;  Text  only,  paper,  \s. 

Theophilus  and  Others,     i  vol.,  small  post  8vo,  cloth 

extra,  gilt,  3^.  dd. 

Dogs  of  Assize.     A  Legal  Sketch-Book  in  Black  and  AVhite 
dr°"8^'"'"^  6  Drawings  by  Walter  J.  Allen.     Folio,  in  wrapper] 

Dore's  Spain.     See  "  Spain." 

DougalVs  {/.  D.)  Shooting;  its  Appliances,  Practice,  and 
1  urpose.     With  Illustrations,  cloth  extra,  lOs.  6d.     See  "Shooting," 

PAPLY  Ilistofy  of  the  Co:  ^ny  of  Victoria  {The),  from  its 
Discovery  to  its  Establishment  as  a  Self-Governing  Province  of  the 
British  Empire.     By  Fran-ts  P.   Laiulliere,  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
Colonial  Institute,  &c.     2  vols.,  crown  8vo,  21s. 

Echoes  of  the  Heart.     See  Moody. 

Elinor  Dryden.     By  Mrs.  Macquoid.     Crown  8vo,  6s 

English  Catalogue  of  Books  {The).  Published  during  1863  to 
'%!  inclusi.e,  comprising  also  important  American  Publications. 

lhis\olume,  occupying  over  450  Pages,  shows  the  Titles  of 
32,000  New  Books  and  New  Editions  issued  during  Nine  Years,  with 
the  Size,  P  e,  and  Publisher's  Name,  the  Lists  of ''Learned  SocietlesV 
\  rinting  Cuibs,  and  other  Literary  Associations,  and  the  Books 
issued  by  tliem;  as  also  the  Publisher's  Series  and  Collections- 
altogether    forming      n    indispensable    .idjunct    to    the    Book.cllcr'^ 
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List  of  Publications. 


English   Catahwm  of  Book':   iri.A    i  IJ 

English   Writers,   Chanters  for   cioirT., 

Fellows."       >"''"y^«e,      Out  of  School,'     About  Some 

A  Strange  trimdshij,.     Crown  8vo,  cloth,  y. 
f'^^^f'y^'^Ci^    By  the    Author  of  "The 

Artists.     Witt,  letter  °e^  te™Ss      aX'"?  "',  ^\<^'"-  «*isl. 

P»Se  EnBr.-,vings  ;  .,„<l'  frem"  UT.     l""  ^?"" '  l'y»ver«l  full. 

J'^  (A)  limu  o„  Profhg  With.     Enlarged  Edition   i, 

P,ve  Weeks  ,n  Greece.     By  J.  E.  YouNo'  Cro™  8™  ,0.  6^ 

"""Kr  ffi.f'j,.i;;s^.i..^.rf  ^''  ^-"-^ 

^,   Lithographs  and  Lwoodcur^Rov.Vr'"''f'!-,     ^^'"''   '°  C'»-^'"°- 

opening  direct  connnunication  with%  cS  ooo  ,?  /^  ^'l^^T^^  ^°'' 
scnption  of  North- West  Africn\nl<^n,,i'^?T.l'^°P'''-  ^^^''^  ^  ''e- 
8vo,  doth  extra  witlrIlSi^;^,^r''X>  ^^>^  ^°^-^"  Mackenzie. 

Forrest  {John)  Explorations  m  ^.X-^-.^'^Kr      , 

I'uKRKST's  Personal   Arcounf  nf  V-     V  ^""^^^    ^^^'-    J^"N 

cloth,  with  severar]lluttr:SsSnd'^{a;:rS.     '  '"'''   '"^'">'  «-' 
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Sainton  Lore,  Marstou,  6-  Co.'s 


— £m//ys  Choice,     ^s.      "  ' 

•  IlaH's  Vineyard.     4s. 

Z        -^m'^-   ^^^  ■■  '^  ^^''^  '-^^^f'  ^"  ^'"^^^  Australia.     4, 

—  Marian;  or,  tJie  Lig/tt  of  Some  One's  Home.     5.. 
•  ^la-en  Cords  and  Iron  Fetters.     4^. 

—  Vermont  Vale.     ^s. 

Minnie's  Mission.     4^. 

—  Little  Mercy,     ks^ 

French  Heiress  {A)  in  her  own  Chateau.     Crown  8vo,  12.  6d 
I^unny  Foreigners  and  Eccentric   Fn'rlishm^n       ,r.   .^i        'i 

QAJlfFS  of  Patience.     See  Ca  dogan. 

G^^^Zf\^  ^f'^'r}  ^'''^^'^Snm  of  Scandinavia.      By  Lord 

Geary  (Grattan).     See  "  Asiatic  Turkey  " 

Gentle  Life  (Queen  Edition).     .  vols,  in  i,  small  410,  10..  6^. 

THE     GENTLE    LIFE    SERIES, 

Price  6^.  each  j  or  in  calf  extra,  price  los.  6ct 

^''o^^ff  ;,/cSi':,f  f,*iifir''°"  °'  ^■'--'" 

C/uS^yoM,'''"'''^  '"  ''^"'^'•^  °^  said,  and  ci.xulatcd  in  every  house."- 

^^^^.^//..  World     Essays  by  the  Author  of  "T-ie  Gentle 

/«i'i'ir°'  ''''^  '°  "P^"  •'  «'  ="y  P^S-^  ^''i"'°"t  finding  some  handy  idea  ■•-.,/.,■„. 

by  Sir  ThoSSSnck'' td  ^;r  ^""  ^"^^^^'"^^  ^--"S 

neveV^eei-^i/teSit^^^^^^^^^^^  fo™,  fo.  a  more  sightly  volume  was 

enlarged  Edition.        ^""^^^'^'"^    "»  tlie  Enghsh  language.     3rd  and 


I'Jj^^  n'"^'  extensive  dictionary  of  quUation  wc 
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T7ie  Gentle  Life  Scric,,  continued  -.- 


All  the  Lest  things  in  the  Arc irl /,,!,•      ,  .  ^'le  Gent  e  Life  "    7,  /;  • 

&1VS    on   English     Write, t  for   t  °»    Sein'™ '  ''' 

ituJens  „  Englijl,  Literature  Mf-improvement    ot 

Other  Peotl '\  W     '  •'^■^"'""g'nlrochict'on." 


^' Jrlf'TM.  ■?7„i."Vr"-«°"  '"   !•-'  Steps  i„ 
Wed  and  ailnpicd  for  Enrii,!,  „se  hv^/^      '  CouFFi;  trans- 


t»7«3t;'s  "''''■''-'■»''''•''' '.i"''"''""''"™^ 

Rccei,,t.a„di.,„'i;«;„|*;  ;2-'|i,f».  co„.ai,„„,.  t.p.rards^flS; 
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S:iiiiJ>son  Lojc,  Marsion,  dr'  Co.'s 


By  Jules 


Gouffc.     Royal  Book  of  rasfry  and  Confectionery.     By  J 

GouKFj^;,  Chef-dc-Cuisinc  of  the  Paris  Jockey  Club.  Royal  Svo,  Illiis, 
trated  with  lo  Chiomo-litliographs  and  137  ^V()odcuts,  from  Drawiivs 
by  E.  MoNjAT.     Cloth  extra,  gilt  edges,  35J.  ° 

Goitraiid  {Mdlle.)  Four  Gold  Pieces.     Numerous  Illustrations. 

Small  post  Svo,  c;oth,  2s.  bd.     3cc  also  Rose  Library. 

Government  of  I '  Thiers.    By  Jules  Simon.    Translated  from 

the  French,     l  a  ,1s.,  demy  Svo,  oloth  c.xtr?. 
Go^ver  {Lord  Ronald)  Handbook  to  the  Art  Galleries,  Public 

and  Private,  of  I3elgium  and  Holland.     iSmo,  cloth,  k,s. 

— The  Castle Howa  ni Portraits.  2  vols.,  folio,  cl.  extra,  6/.  6j. 

Greek  Grammar.     See  Waller. 

Guizofs  History  of  Prance.     Translated  by  Ro.3ert  Black. 

Super-royal  Svo,  very  numerous  Full-page  and  other  Illustrations.     In 

5  vols.,  cloth  extra,  gilt,  each  2a,s. 

studen?" 'o?history:"-S.''"'  '"^  ''="   ''"''  ""'^  °''^^' '°  '^=  '"  "^"=  ''^'"'^^  °^  ^" 
'' Three-ioiirths  of  M.  Guizot's  gieat  work  are  now  completed,  and  the  '  History 
of  France.' which  was  so  nobly  planned,  has  bee,,  hitherto  no  less  admhably  ex^ 
cuted.   —From  long  Keview  of  Vol.  111.  in  the  Times.  ^uinuaDiy  exe 

IM.  Gmzot's  main  merit  is  this,  that,  in  a  style  at  once  clear  and  viinrous  he 
sketches  the  essential  and  most  characteristic  features  of  the  times  and  Snage! 
nnf/r!  vV'  ""k  r""  "P"-"  %^'^  '^'''S".'  P°'"'  ^h'^h  can  best  iUustrate^and  brfng 
-Iw^J  J.t'I  "rsepf.t:r87r '  "^'^"'^"^^ '"  '"•=  ^P'"'  °f  "^^  ^^e  described.?- 

History  of  E;igland.     In  3  vols,  of  about  500  pp.  each 

containing  60  to  70  Full-page  and  other  Illustrations,  cloth  extra,  gilt' 
24J-.  each.     Vol.  III.  in  the  press. 

'•For  luxury  of  typography,  plainness  of  print,  and  beauty  of  illustration  these 
^"Irr-  "^  "'•'''^'Vl""  °r  ''■'''  =^'  r'  ^VV^^^od  in  English,  will  hokl  heir  ovm 
nTSteY"-S;.°'""  "^'  '°  '"•"""""•■'  '^^""'^  """'  '"  -everything,  typograpHy 

Guillemin.     See  "  World  of  Comets." 

Guyon{Mde.)  Lye.     By  Upham.     6th  Edition,  crown  Svo,  6s. 

Guyot  (A)  Physical  Geography.     By  Arnold  Guvot,  Author 

^L  ^^/'J^.^"^  ^^^'Vr     ^"  ^volume,  large  4to,  128  pp.,  numerous 
coloured  Diagrams,  Maps,  and  Woodcuts,  price  los.  6<i. 

J^ABLTA  TLONS  of  Man  in  all  Ages.     See  Le-Duc. 

Hamilton  {A.  H.  A.,J.P.)     See  «  Quarter  Sessions." 

Handbook  to  the  Charities  of  London.     See  Low's. 

777777 r    -t^'^'^^^M^  Schools  of  England     See  Practical. 

Half-Hours  of  Blind  Alan's  Holiday  ;  or.  Summer  and  Winter 
Sketches  m  Black  &_  White.     ByW.  W.  Fenn.     2  vols.,  cr.  Svo,  2as. 

Half  Length   Portraits.      Short  Studies  of  Notable   Persons. 

rr  ;/^^f>    /l^^v  ^RISWei-l.     Small  post  Svo,  cloth  extra,  6s. 

Hall {IV.  V.)  How  to  Live  Long;  or,  1408  Health  Maxims, 
Physical,  Mental,  and  Moral.  By  W.  W.  Hall  A  \\  M  n 
Small  post  Svo,  cloth,  2..     Second  tdition.  '  '   ^^'^' 


List  of  Piihlicaiions. 


M.D. 


n 


U.K.«„l4,l  Ko2i„„f„Ycc,  M  IS^'?  •■'"J  Advc„(,,res  in  i|,e 

t..  ri,l,.„,|„c,i„„  l,y  \V  vvoo,      ?        '''  '■"'•'"  '■■■  I'liEwi:,!.     Wil 
;»v,s«l  ,„d  coiKlicdivSc  A  :,;■:,''■  .,'^"  "'•"■'■Jy  New  I!.Ii,i™, 

'^ZiJitJi'"'''"'  '"'OM."  "Fern  P:„-adisc,"  "  0„r 

tionsa„ipa,4wi"s,™f '  t  "'"'  '?'""<"':'«.•  with  Transh- 
'""f  ,cS::f C^f ^j/^::^'"fi^     T.„.aM  .o„  .„e 

£irs£'- '-  »■■■■■  "™-rS  &..s:,t-«~,-, 

England.     See  GuizoT. 

_ ^^-ww^.     6"<'^  Guizor. 

•  -Russia.     See  Rambaud. 

— --  f/^:fa;;J  Shippi,,^^.    See  Lindsay. 

United  States.     6V^  Bryant. 

~ ~y>-6W.     BySTANDLSHO'GRADV.    Vol  I  reiflv  .c  c^ 

Htstory  ami  Principles  of  V\-avin<rbv  m,,^     I' i     t.     ^   ^  '  ^'^' 

several  li.indrcd  Illuslnticnt      £.  "^ .    ,     f^'^'''^  ^^  ^^^-'^  '•    With 

large  Foldir  -  PHto"      t^;  .-^''^  -''''^^^^1  '^y  Ho  Wood  I.nrrinvi,!-   -nd  - 
^    irolcun,  Plate.     I"  ^  vol.,  410,  cloth  j  about  400  pp;;]):;,;"^^ 


I 


i'l 


'4 


Sampson  r,07c>,  Jlfarstofi,  &^  Go's 


k^^mM 


Jlcno  to  Build  a  House.     ,S>^  Le-Duc 

Ho7atoLi7>eLoi,g.     SecW'.M.. 

Jf^o  {J^fo.:^  ^^Muety-T/nre:'  IIlus(>,  .lecl.  Crown  Svo  6. 
b^Ircirt'Ylif  f-, Crown  8vo.  Illustrated.  6.  S.cy 
Illustration.:  ,a°c;/.-      '^  '   ^"  ^"'^^  ^'^'^''  ^''^   ^^  t^.  originrU 

--; See  "  llistoir  of  a  Crime.' 

''lSK.f.S:^''''    ^    "^^^    ^    ^~     ^^y-^       See 

AutlK^  Nc;.a;ivi^.i.,?i?L'?^l^^™^"^"^rhotographs  from  the 

^oopio  rcMrei  Id      Ko  ,r  vlT'       •    ^•^<^«5':'Pt'0"s  of  tl.^  Places  ar.,1 
/■„  .       1    -  \^^i"t^--'™tea.     1' our  voliimes  imperial  dlo  earli  ->'    ., 
///  A'/j-  ///y,,,;;  r^rz;-^^;?.     By  Phil  Roi-iNqov     \vhh  "  -d    r 

hy  Edwin  A  rnoi  d  M  A    C  ST    /.    ;  o      ,^'''^  "  Preflice 

^^r      Comprising    Anecdotes,    Bon-Mots     ad    Rio 

O'l"  Sgan  tn^  ^V"  f  f  ^'^  ^"^^  I^"  °f  Ireland  t;  J.  RonER^CK 
u  i  LANAGAN,  Barnster-at-Law.     i  vol.,  crown  Svo,  cloth 

yACQUEMART  {A.)  History  of  the   Ceramic  Art  ■    n. 
xaunc.      WitU  Illustrations,  demy  Svo,  i8r 

~^i„L':.'?^'-   -"•    "'^   ^^    '^'''"•''■)'      *''   "To   the    Arctic 

Child  of  the  Cavern. 

^^t'w  Supercargoes. 
With  Axe  and  Rifle. 

^''^t7^x"^%^^^''^'r''^^''-^^'  German  r.Wi       duion 

ni  the  \  ear  1869-;, : ,     f  the  Ships  «  Gennania  •'  anri    ■  ! '        '  ''        , 
RoJifW';:^dotU  extra, -'^T;;'^"'^'  ''''^'''  '"^^  ''^-'    -'''W.-apl- 
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L^Oy  SUverdaUs  S,oullmrt.     6s.    &v  Black. 

Due.  cloth  extra,  2I6,/'  '"'"■^'^  °"  ^^^^-^^  ^^  Viollet-le- 

^''%tfft^'^r{;,J'V'^-o  Scries,  each  complete  in  itself 

ri.oti.l-^^,i,nfHfif,i^f'^^(/  C'^^^.;^   Process  of 

bound,  with  Illu.strations  4"      ^  '  ^^^^'^^'o^-    Demy  Svo,  half- 

Societ;-ZawyeS4;  S' cs-Vidts   t';>  T^  "'description  of  London 
\yharncliffe.    Brougl     '^-Iassoc  a  ion   v^^h    q  ^'^=^^^'''''^•"'    Leicester, 


cmy  bvo,  clotli  extra.     Vol 


50  II  usl rations,   Ar^p.  ^^^j  ^^^j^^';; 


s.  I  and  2,  2lj.  :  vols 


and 


in  4  vuls., 
4>  24^.  each. 
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Sampson,  Low,  Marstoii,  o^  Co.  s 


Zion/ack:  a  Story  of  Perilous  Adventure^:  amongst  Wild  Men 
\v  1  TM^''^'  •''''0"''"S  liow  Menageries  arc  inade.  JSy  I',  T.  Uaun UM. 
\\  itli  Illustrations.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  price  ds. 

Little  King;  or,  the  Taming  of  a  Young  Russian  Count.  By 
h.  Li.ANDY.  Translated  from  the  French.  64  Illustrations.  Crown 
Svo,  cloth  extra,  yi!t,  7^-.  Gd. 

Little  Merry;  or,  Lor  Better  for  Worse.  By  Maude  Teann'k 
I- RANG,  Author  of  "Marian,"  "  Vcrnu,nt  Vale,"  &c,  &c.  Small 
post  bvo,  cloth  extra,  4.r. 

Locker  {A)  The  Village  Surgeon.  A  Fragment  of  Auto- 
biography.     By  Aktuur  Locker.     Crown  Svo,  cloth,  3.?.  U. 

Long  {Col  C  Chaille)  Central  Africa.  Naked  Trtiths  of 
Si  mT  /  'in  Account  of  Expeditions  to  Lake  Victoria  Nyan7a 
and  the  Mabraka  Niam-Niam.   Demy  Svo,  numerous  Illustrations,  i8j 

Lord  Collin giuood;   a   Biographical  Study.      By.  ^V.  Dwis 
With  Steel  Engraving  of  Lord  Collingwood.     Crown  Svo,  2s. 

Lost  Sir  Massingherd  New  Edition,  i6mo,  boards,  coloured 
wrapper,  2s.  j  »  v-u 

Loids  German  Series — 

1.   The  Illustrated  German  Primer.    Being  tlie  e.isiest  introduction 

to  the  study  of  German  for  all  beginners.     \s. 
The  Children's  own  German  Book.     A  Selection  of  Amusing 

and  Instructive  Stones  in  Prose.    Edited  by  Dr.  A.  L.  Meissner, 

1  rofessor  of  Modern  Languages  in  the  Queen's  University  in 

Ireland.     Small  post  Svo,  cloth,  \s.  6d. 
The   Pirst    German   Reader,    for  Children    from    Ten    to 

doth    I?" e/  ^  ^'"   ^"  ^"  ^^^'^^N''-^-     Small  post  Svo, 

4.  The  Second  German  Reader.     Edited  by  Dr.  A.  L.  Meissner, 

Small  post  Svo,  cloth,  is.  6d.  ' 

Euchheini's  Deutsche  Prosa.      7  wo  Volinnes,  sold  separately :  - 

5.  Schiller's  Prosa      Containing  Selections  from  the  Prose  Works 

of  Schiller,  with  Notes  for  English  Students.    By  Dr.  Buchheim 

?nll  r."'!      /''*'    c'™n^"    Langiiage    and    Literature,    King-; 
College,  London.     Small  post  Svo,  is.  6d. 

6.  Goethe's  Prosa      Containing  Selections  from  the  Prose  Works  of 

Lore's  standard  Library  of  Travel  and  Adventure.     Crown  Svo 

bound  uniformly  in  cloth  extra,  price  Ts.  6d.  ' 

1.  The  Great  Lone  Land.     By  W.  F.  Butler   C  B 

2.  The  Wild  North  Land.     By  W.  F.  Butler,  C  B 

3.  How  I  found  Livingstone.    By  II.  M.  Stanley 

4.  The  Threshold  of  the  Unknown  Region.     By  C   R   Mapt-- 
.     a"4^-  ,. (4th  Edition,  with  Additional  Chapters,  10..  6d.) 

5.  A  Whahng  Cruise  to  Baffin's  Bay  and  the  Gulf  of  Boothia. 

hy  A.   II.  Markiiam, 


2. 


3. 
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List  of  Piihlications, 
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Loro^s  Standard  Library  of  Travel  and  Adventure,  continued  - 

^.^^S^-cc?l^W,s.5'i^'^-  ^^^  ^^^-  ^^^--  wi.h 

£pKtt4Xw^Ci:-- ' 

Lady  Silverdale's  Sweetheart.     By  W  Cr  Arif 
Clara  Vaughan.     P./ llr  i?  b^'x^'^ck^  'o^' 

7"?inf"^-     ^  Cambricigcsldre  Story.     By  C.    C. 

Elinor  Dryden.     By  Mrs  mIc^uoid  '^''''''"• 

^"^;.Srfo  %^'^t^^'''''"  ^-  ^^^7.     Edited 
"A  Guide  to  ^^^^JS:Jl^:S^S^^^-^^    ^^ 

small  post  8vo  doth  Sm!  ^..  S.""'"''""'  ^''^^f^-'-^tions,  4th  Edition, 

Under  the  Northern   ZH.f.  .    .^    .7,    ^     .        ^     , 

"  Pandora"  to  Peel's  Striitrin"^;"'  1  'fc'r,  ^'"'^^-^^  ^  '-^'^ 
With  Illustrations  y  Mr  &  wJldi  \v°I^^"'-^°''"  ^'>'^"'^""'^  P^P^--^- 
tion.     Demy  8vo,  cloth  extri  iSx        '  accompanied  the  Expedi- 

'''"3;^:^:^^'  ^^y"' on  the  ^./.,     3,^  Edison, 
— -  J^cri^lon  of  the  ^^Rob  Roy"  Canoe,  with  Plans  &c    i. 

STtio^thof^'^f  ^^'''f  ^'^  '^'^  ^^^^^  ''^ob  7?ol''  %'; 

ii.d.t,on.  thoiuughly  revised,  with  additions,  small  post  8vo'  j. 


Illustra- 
Frasi-r. 


M 


i^^ 
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Suinpon  Low,  Alarston,  d-  Co.'s 


''^t"&i:?}-J?' ""f"^  'f  "'' Sahara.    An  Account  of 

iMACKhN/Ji...     bvo,  cloth  extra,  ^.  .n  iliustiatioiis,  lo.-.  6,/. 
Macq:ioid{Mrs.)  Elinor  DryJcu     Crown  8vo,  clolli   6r 
/)/../;/■//,//;.  (^  //)  The  Cruise  of  the  ^^J^osario."     By  A.  H 
Makkham   R.N.     Sv.,  cloth  cxlva,  with  Map  ami  llh-sfatio,; 
iT'thh    ^^'!'l"'S  Cruise  to  Baffm's  Bay  and  the  Gulf  oj 
J^oothia       With  an  Account  of  the  Rescue   by  his  Shin,  of  the  Sui- 
\Vl^l'    •  r  ^'■'''  i  '''f  ;V'^'''^''^'"  '^"J  ^  lJo.cripti )  >  o    Mo<Urn 

Markham   {C.   /p    The  Threshold  of  the   UnhuKvn   Region 

civirtf;"TT-"/''  '  ?'■  ''^'''^'  4th  Editi,;;,.  with  AcUlitional  CI  a?.cS 
giving  the  Ilistory  of  our  present  Expedition,  as  far  as  kno«  n  and  an 
Accountofthe  Cruise  of  the  "random."     Cloth  cxti^,  lorC,/ 

Aletcoioloi^y      Benig  a  J^econbtiuction  and  Enlargement  of  his  fura.cr 
Work   with  Chaus  and  Diagrams.     New  Ivlition!- crown  sVo   C. 
Men  of  Murk:  a  Gallery  of  Contemporary  Portraits  of  the  most 
Eminent  Men  of  the  Day  taken  f,on.  life,  especially  S  ^i    ul  S- 

J/^;-.^  Philbrick's  Choice.     Small  post  8vo,  3^  6^. 

Michael  Strogoff.     los.  6d.     See  Vep^k. 

Mistress  Judith.     .A  Cambiidgcshin    ,tory.     Ev  C  C  FK\sr.-p 

TVTLKK,  Authoi       .'Jas.    .e  Leigh.         aScw trd  ChLcr  Edi  0,; 

in  1  vol. ,  small  poa  cJvo,  cloth  extra,  6.r.  ^  ^'"" 

Mitford  {Miss).     See  "  Our  Village." 
J/.///-  (^.)  To  the  F/ /,.v,.,'  ^..//,  <y  th,  Zambesi.     By  Edward 

MoHK.    Irans  ated  by  N.  D'Anvi5ks.    A'amcrons  Full-pie  an,   olh  ^ 
clorcl"tra.  2T     "''  *""'  ^^^'^'^'"^•^'^^^^^'■^^Pl^^^  undMaV^Duay  sJo, 

Mongolia,  Travels  in.    See  Prejf.vai.skv. 

Montaigne's  Essays.     See  Gentl       "fe  Series 

Mont  Blanc.     Seel.^-Y)uc. 

Moody  {Emma)  Echoes  of  the  L  t.  . .  Collection  of  .nnvarcls 
of  200  bacrcd  Poems.     i6mo,  clol!,,  gilt  ed-es,  price  3^.  6,/. 

My  Brother  Jack;  or,  The  Story  of  JVhatd'yecallem.  WdiUn 
by  Ilimself.  Irorn  the  French  of  Alpiionse  Daudet.  Illustrated 
by  V.  I'iui.iPPOTEAux.     Square  imperial  i6mo,  cloth  extra,  7..'  c2 

10  WlMtyoi,-inr|y-call-'cm,  or  Wh.it  was  his  name  : 
Lut  f.si,,.ci;illy  1  liinLM"iy-;i;.-."_y/,,,,/.v,^.  ^_/ ..a^.  .V;^;;^.^_ 


List  of  PubUcaitotis. 
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J/j'  Rambles  in  t/ie  A^,^7c>  lVr,,-7J     m    t       """     T         '     ~         ' 
^^SsiS.:^,^;.^^^-),^;-^^,^/^  Voyage  to  ti,c 

l!y  Caj.lain  Sir  G^S.  Narf  R  N  /^  V^f  ' V^^,^''t "  and  "  Discover) ." 
>"is-ion  uf  the  Lords  CoSs^on  f  ^k  'i  \' '  ^^■^'  ^'I'^'islicd  by  ,,cr. 
•he  Natural  History^  edS  by  ^  '  <X%t'^r'''>r^  ^^'"^  ^ote!  on 
KR.G.S.,  Naturaiistto  the  ExUlition   Two  Ym'  ^•^•?-  C-M.Z.S., 

Nao  cmrs  my  (A).     Sixteen  Drawings  bv  E  V  P    p      .• 

fully  i,r,ntcd  in  colours.  4(0,  cloth  extra.  life  /  '      '    ^'^^^'^^- 

A.«/  Ircia,,d.     By  A.  M.  Sullivan,  M.P  for  I  o„th      ,      t 

demy   Svo,   cloth  extra,    -los     Ono   of  .if  J-pUtll.      2  vols., 

Author  has  had  in  view  in  writing  th^I  !^  Tl!'"  '^^'^''^'^  ^^''>'<^'>  *''« 
Kn.laud  and  the  world  a  fiith  l^s  t  TL\Z  ''''"  ^°  ^'-^^  ^^•^'■°'-« 
scnptive  .sketches  of  the  episodes    nFmlnn  !  '  '",'''  ''^'■'^'^  of  ^'e- 

^<  .c  u^\'oveis. 

^"S'     ^'Z^^^^r:^-^■^y^^r^n^^r..,  Author 
Cressida.     By. L  B.  Thomas.    3  vols     j/usCf 
Elizabeth  Eden.    3  vols..  U  uf.  6^  '^' 

The  Martyr  of  aiencree.     AStorvnfH,„r 

T^^  of  cHcs  .hctr.f.-'.rK.- ^:  'r^ 

Rare  Pale  Margaret.     2  vols     i/.  u 

^fe'    Testament.      The   At.tl.orl/ocI    Fnoiish    v     • 
various  readings  from  the  most  ceI.K.4ec-  ' -f  '        .^'-'",^"  ^ 
g'lt  edges,  ..  u^  ;  cheaper   .yle;2.t"rs^:xi:6./  ^'^'" 


By 


With 


wi( 


-1. 
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Sat/ipson  Low,  MarstoM,  &"  Co.'s 


Noble  Words  and  Noble  Deeds.     Translated  from  tl.c  French  of 
L.  Mu,.,  ,CR,  by  Dora  LEicm.     Containing,  many  Jm.  1  .V-e  I  lushn 

present  than  this  book  for  tl,ildren."-.y/„w"nk'  "  "  '  ^^"^  ''"'""'  ""■'«"«!  a  luccr 

Notes  a,dMc\es  of  an  Architect  taken  during  a  /onrnev  in  the 

'I'S  book  IS  vivacious  anc    sometimes  brillini.t      ti   ••',.''-'"' *^^''a» 'OJ. 
ill.istrated/'-i;nV«/,(,)«,,r/<T/>AWw     ''""'""'•     '^  ''  ■i^l">irably  printed  and 

one  l^n^sAff  >:v:J;/L'/1C''?  ^''^^'  °'  --'^  ^'^'  «"'«  "-ere  is  not  a  dull 
..  p  ?'=•'»?""'  and  attractive  \o\nmc:'-Graf,hic. 
iTiglitly  and  pleasantly  written."— 7,;//;j  Bull 

^ursej  Playmates  {Prince  oj.)      217   Coloured  pictures  for 
ClHldrca  by  emmenl  Artists.     lolio.  in  culouicd  boards,  el 

^^'^Sfif^SiS^f 'V;v?'f ''r^^^'"'^-^'^  ^^V^v////..  through 
u-anaua  in  1*72.     Jjy  the  Rev.  Georgf  I\r  Gimnt      w.-tu  tii    P 

nnT'i  ^'^'T^ •'"/ '^"'"■fi'^'^ "^-^^^ crown svo'lVh,  iVeV""'""" 

Old-Fashioned  Girl.     See  Alcott. 

^niTK'',\.  (Catalogues  rnd  pri^e  lists  on  application.) 

C7///W  (J/r.y.)  A;;^^,,,/.     A  Tale  Of  Modern  Life      Bv  Mrs 

With  Eight  Full-page  Illustrations,  small  post  8vo,  cloth  cxtrar^ 
C?;/  Horseback  through  Asia  Minor.  By  Cai^t  Fred  I  imvlnv 
Royal  Horse  Guards,  Author  of  "A  I^V^e  to  S-  !  f' 
8vo  with  three  Maps  and  Portrait  of  Autho  6th  EdiUnn"  .sf  t^' 
^^^rk  describes  a  ride  of  over  2000  miles Thlouohtefet  of  isk 
Minor  andg.ves  an  account  cf  five  months  with  Tinl.   r  Ln!  • 

Christians  and  Devil-worshippers.  Cheaper  Lition.™n8;rre^^^ 
On  Restoration.     .9^^  Le-Duc.  ovo,  ioj.g</. 

On  Trek  in  the  Transvaal ;  or,  Over  Berg  and  Veldt  in  South 

OurLMe  Ones  in  Heaven.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  H.  Robbins 
With  I-  rontispiece  after  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  Fcap  cloUi  extm' 
New  Edition-the  3rd,  with  Illustrations,  5.  P''  "°"'  ^''''^' 

Our  Village.  By  Mary  Russell  Mitford.  Illustrated  with 
Frontispiece  Steel  Engraving,  and  .2  full-page  and  157  smnflcr  Cuts 
omg;ne  Subjects  and  Scenes,  from  Drawin^^s  by  W.  II.  f  Boot  and 
C._  O  Murray  Chiefly  from  Sketches  made  by  these  ArtSts  in  th. 
neighbourhood  of  "Our  Village."     Crown  4to,  clth extrt gUt  SgeS' 
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BURNABY, 

"      2    vols., 
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th  Edition. 
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ai 

Our  JVoodlaiid  Trees.     By  F  G    Hr»T,r      t~  ' 

clot  1.,  gilt  edges,  u.,ifon„M^,h-I.^;aWo:S^, /:'?!;«''   ?,"''  ^^'°' 

WnUngs.    .,So..P.^-^-;^-l£o.ry 

^-"^S^^^f  ^-.^y  I--  V,AKOo-,-,  an.l  ot..cr 
I^".-vings,^cIotl/i;t\rr5:"?N'e;?E^;;ti^i:T-^  •''•"''  7?  --'•>- 

crown  parts,  with  (llty  a.Ulitional  portrait  ,     '";"'«, '^^"^'<1  ">  Half- 

:  A  handsome  volume,  full  of  i  forma/i^nS  '^  '-"''S'^^'  3'^  6,/. 

Almost  ail  encyclopijia  of  t^i  niin^  "''  T"""'  "'"cism. "-/-,■„,<.,. 

ju,delc,ant«„ic,etobe,!iuncrsi!;rs;u5yoai.ehist'r^^^^ 

Falhser  (Mrs.)  A    Tri\tn,s,  ,.f  r         J°'^"^-"^- -^^•^'">'i"yi<fvUw. 

A  Ncl  and  ^KeviscT Sn<vifirSd-f ''',  '^'^'  ^"'^'''''  ^'''<^d' 
o  .loo  Illtrstrations  and  Se  n  es^     TI^i"  X  '"'l'^-^^'  "1"^""'^ 
<^."e  of  the  most  readable  books  of. hi  CO?  '  vol.  8vo,   l/.   u. 

A.l.iitions.     Small  post  sli;  li.^plJJ";;^^^™^-     ^nd  Edition,  with 

-^^^^^^^^^.'Z:^:::^^^y^^  convenient  handbook  doe, 
care  arul  sk.ll  she  has  bestowed  uS.'wlaJll^'''''''^'^^'' '°  ^J"-*'  i'«"i»"  for  the 

I  elites  Le<ioiis  de    Conversation   Pf  rf<  r- 

Conversational  Method  tchrLiulo  ^''^'''.^"^^''^  •'  Or^/ «//^ 
pefttl  Topics  of  Dai?y  iSsa^buvr"'  '"!!'°'|"^'"e  "''^  '"ost 
Grammar  School,  Birmintrham.     An  I.  '    .^>"rV  '''"/»"     ^he  Sixth's 


Author  of  ''The  S'ldcnt'sivench 


Grammar  School,  Birmingham 
Examiner,"  which  see. 
PMps  {Miss)  Gates  Ajar.     321110  6d. 

^Av/,  lVomen,wid  Ghosts.'ximo  sewt.l  tc  r,^      1 

— -  rrotty's  Wedding  Tour.     Small  post  8vu   v  6^ 
— ■■-  /  /../  to  Wear.     Fcap.  8vo,  faniy  boards,^  •/• 

Future  Gallery  of  British  Art  ItL\'    ^^  ^i^sandikr. 

graphs  afterihe  mfs  c    ebrld  EMi  h  P  ^^   ^'^^^"'^nt  PhotO- 

comn..ncmg  x^cw  Senes,  demy  folio,  31.:  6./.    Alontld^  p'rtf  i.'^S" 
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Sampson  L070,  Marston,  (s^  Co.'s 


Pike  {N.)  Sub-Tropical Rainhhs  in  the  Landoftlic  Aplianaptetyx. 
In  I  vol.,  demy  8vo,  iSj.  Profusely  Illustrated  from  the  Author's 
own  Sketches.     Also  with  Maps  and  Meteorological  Charts. 

Placita  Ang/o-Normannica.  The  Procedure  and  Constitution  of 
the  Anglo-Norman  Courts  (William  I. — Richard  I.),  as  shown  by 
Contemporaneous  Records  ;  all  the  Reports  of  the  Litigation  of  the 
period,  as  recorded  in  the  Chronicles  and  Histories  of  the  time,  being 
gleaned  and  literally  transcribed.  With  Explanatory  Notes,  &c.  By 
M.  M.  BiGELow.     Demy  8vo,  cloth,  mls. 

PlutarcJi's  Lives.  An  Elntirely  New  and  Library  Edition. 
Edited  by  A.  II.  Clough,  Esq.  5  vols.,  8vo,  2/.  lo.r. ;  half-morocco, 
gilt  top,  3/.  Also  in  i  vol.,  royal  Svo,  800  pp.,  cloth  extra,  i%s.; 
half-bound,  2IJ-. 

Morals.     Uniform  Avith  Clough's  Edition  of  "  Lives  of 

Plutarch."    Edited  by  Professor  Goodwin.     5  vols.,  Svo,  3/.  3J-. 
Poe  {E.  A.)  T/ie  Works  of.     4  vols.,  2/.  2s. 

Poems  of  the  Inner  Life.  A  New  Edition,  Revised,  with  many 
additional  Poems,  inserted  by  permission  of  the  Authors.  Small  post 
Svo,  cloth,  5.f. 

Poganuc  People:  their  Loves  and  Lives.     By  ]\Irs.  Beecher 

Stowe.     Crown  Svo,  cloth,  10s.  6d, 
Polar  Expeditions.     See  Koldewey,  Markham,  IMacGaiian 

and  Nares. 
Pottery .-  how  it  is  Made,  its  Shape  and  Deccration.     Practical 

Instructions  for  Painting  on  Porcelain  and  all  kinds  of  Pottery  with 
vitrifiable  and  common  Oil  Colours.  With  a  full  Bibliography  of 
Standard  Works  upon  the  Ceramic  Art.  By  G.  Ward  Nichols. 
42  Illustrations,  crown  8vo,  red  edges,  6j. 

Practical  (A)  Handbook  to  the  Principal  Schools  of  England. 

By  C.  E.  Pascoe.     Showing  the  cost  of  living  at  the  Great  Schools, 
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Morgan,  F.R.G.S.,  and  Annotated  by  Colonel  Yule,  C.B.  2  vols., 
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RALSTON  yV.   R.   S)    Early  Russian   History 
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Rose  Library  {T/ie),  continued:^ 
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Warner  (C.  D.)  In  the  Wilderness. 
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